
Sunday Morning 
8 a.m.      Worship Service—Traditional in Sanctuary 
9 a.m.     Worship Service—Contemporary in Family Activity Center 
10 a.m.     Sunday School 
11 a.m.      Worship Service—Traditional w/Children’s Church in Sanctuary 
 

September 7th, 2016 

——208 West Lauderdale Street-—931.455.5434—–www.fumctullahoma.com—— 

The Message—Pastor Paul Purdue 
Connie and Maureen Meehan worked together as Physical Therapists in the late 1980s. Bill Meehan kept dinner lively with 
his engaging New York attitude.  Occasionally, we babysat for the Meehans.  Little Billy’s first grade picture graced their 
refrigerator.  On Picture Day, Billy came to breakfast with only one eyebrow, at first denying playing with his father’s razor.  
On September 11th, 2001 Bill was well into his day as Chief Market Analyst for Cantor Fitzgerald near the top of the North 
World Trade Center Tower.  Billy was a freshman at the University of Kentucky.  His sister was a fifth grader in Connecticut.   
 

Three years ago, Maureen rode the train in from Connecticut and we caught up in a New York Café.   The next day Connie, 
the boys and I found Bill Meehan’s name cast in bronze at the 9/11 memorial, amid a steady flow of tears.  Our thirteen year 
old wondered aloud why he wept for a man he never meet.  We assured him that empathy flows from our common humanity 
rooted in the image of God within us.  Just as Jesus wept over Jerusalem, the proper emotional response to evil, injustice and 
oppression are sympathetic tears, followed by just actions.  On Palm Sunday, Jesus wept over the ancient city, “If you, even 
you, had only known what would bring you peace” (Luke 19:41-42).  Jesus then rode into the city to preach, heal, be  
crucified, and rise triumphant over sin, evil, and death.       
 

Martin Luther King wrote “I have seen too much hate to want to hate. I see what it does to people, how it contorts their  
faces.  Hate is a burden.  I have decided to stick to love” (adapted from A Christmas Sermon for Peace).  Hate, revenge, and 
payback bubble up when evil strikes.  Hate flew the planes into the WTC.  Hate poisons the soul. Hate kills our common  
humanity. Hate dehumanizes its’ victims. Those breathing hate stop seeing others as fathers, mothers, husbands, wives,  
sisters, brothers, sons, and daughters.  Hate only breeds hate.   Hate cannot end hate. 
 

Fifteen years after 9/11 my boys have only known the War On Terror.  It is easy to grow weary, grow angry, become  
terrorized, or stop paying attention.  Goodness and justice require hard work.  “Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome 
evil with good” (Romans 12:21). When we linger in hostility, caricature, contempt, prejudice, intolerance, half-truth, malice, 
slander and hate; we succumb to evil.  Fighting the good fight, requires acknowledging the deep loss and cost wrought by evil 
while seeking redemption, justice, goodwill, and peace for all people.  
 

Sunday, we will gather to worship our Sovereign God, before whom every word and deed will be laid bare. (Matthew 12:36) 
Let us pause, remember, and pray.  Let us confess any place we have let hate take hold. Let us arise as forgiven people and 
work for justice, peace and goodwill for all.   Even as we pray “deliver us from evil” let us work to bring “God’s Kingdom on 
earth as in heaven.”    

Grace and love, 
Pastor Paul 

Ongoing Activities 

Wednesdays 

 Nursery open, 12:45-3:00 p.m. 
 Children’s Wednesday Club 
  1:15-2:45 p.m.; Ages K-5th grade  
 Dossett Chapel, 3:30-5 p.m. 
 Nursery open, 4:45-7:30 p.m. 
 Instrument Ensemble, 5-5:45 p.m. 
 Youth Praise Band, 5-6 p.m. 
 Youth Group, 6-7:30 p.m. 
 Choir Rehearsal, 6:15-7:30 p.m. 
 Adult Discipleship, 6:30-8 p.m. 

JOHN - Uncovering the Mystery of the Savior 
 

Theresa Johnson will be leading a 4 week bible study on the book of John, beginning Sunday, September 11th, from 5-6 
p.m., in  Reception Room 111, main building. This study will focus on the “I am” statements of Jesus.   

As many of you may know, Theresa has been attending seminary, and this study is a requirement of the commissioning 
process*.  Let’s all show our support for Theresa and sign up for this bible study!  

 Contact Theresa at theresajfumc@lighttube.net or 931-224-8864, with questions or to sign-up. Sign-up sheet also post-
ed on bulletin board outside of the finance office. 

Whit Turnbow,  
Athletic Director  
at MTSU, will be  

sharing his  
testimony on  

Sunday, September 25th, 
6 p.m. in the Family  
Activity Center. Hot 

dogs, chips, and drinks 
will be served from 

4:45-5:45 p.m. 

*As part of Theresa’s requirement for commissioning, this study will be filmed and submitted to the Board of Ordained Ministry. 

Fridays 

 Young Mom’s Group, 9-10 a.m., Nursery open,  
   9 a.m.-12 p.m. 

Every Third Sunday 

 teamKID - 4-5:30 p.m.; Grades K-5, Main  

   Building, upstairs 

Tuesdays 

 Henry Center Food Pantry & Financial  
   Assistance 12-2 p.m. 
Thursdays 

 Henry Center Food Pantry, Financial Assistance,  
   & Clothes Closet 12-2 p.m. 

Jesus Iconoclast  
Jesus (A person who attacks settled beliefs) 
 

September 18th - Lepers, Sinners and the Poor.  “I did not come to call the righteous.”  
Luke 5:12-16, 5:27-33 & 4 14-28 
 

September 25th - Irritating Church Folks Since 30 AD. “No one after drinking the old 
wine desires the new.” Church folks can’t seem to understand Jesus. Luke 5:33-6:11  
 

October 2nd - Healing on the Fringes. Luke 8:21, 8:26-39, 8:43-48 & 7:1-10 
 

October 9th - Jesus and Gender Roles. Luke 10:38-41, 24:1-11, 24:22-24, 8:1-3, and 
Matthew 28:5-10 



The Good News 

Senior Ministry—Esther J. Sims 
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Thought of the Week:  “Grace wrestles control out of our hands.” 

Youth and Family Life Ministries—Kris Roberts 

—Youth— 

Kris’ Picks: excerpts and recommendations of music, books and film 
by Kris Roberts, Director of Student and Family Life Ministries 

Happy Birthday!!! 

Ongoing Events… 
 
Adult Art Group 
Fridays 
10 a.m.-12 p.m. 
Main bldg., #208 

Knitting Group 
   3rd, 4th, & 5th  

Tuesdays, 
 10 a.m.-12 p.m.  
   FAC Bldg,   
    Room 4 

A Long Obedience in the Same Direction - Eugene Peterson 
“There is a great market for religious experience in our world; there is little enthusiasm for the patient acquisition of 
virtue, little inclination to sign up for a long apprenticeship in what earlier generations of Christians called holiness.”   

—Family— 

SEPTEMBER TEACHING SERIES: No Filter 
Social Media is awesome. It’s brought us some of the best inventions in modern times. Like the 
selfie, or even better, the selfie stick. Maybe you’re a fan of the hashtag or the GIF or weekly  
holidays like Throwback Thursday. All of those were all made popular by one social network or 
another. And, maybe one of the best things these apps have given us is the filter. Filters are  
amazing. They basically change the way you see something in a picture. A quick swipe and you can 
instantly make your photo look brighter, dimmer, older, newer, you can change the shape of your 
eyes, change the color of your hair, or even swap faces with another human being! You know what 
we called that in the old days? Magic. Now, it’s just normal. You take a pic and you automatically 
start swiping to the left or the right to find filters that will make the scene better or funnier or more 
interesting. But in the process of posting our lives online, other things can get filtered too, maybe 
even things that shouldn’t—like how we see ourselves, our words, and even other people. When we 
can’t see a situation clearly, it’s easy to forget how powerful our posts and pics really are. Even 
though the Bible doesn’t say much about which Instagram filter to use or whether screenshotting 
Snapchat is actually a sin, it does offer a lot of advice that’s really helpful as we navigate our social 
lives online. As we explore what an ancient book can teach us about modern social life, we may just 
find God’s plan for us isn’t to use social media LESS, but instead enjoy it MORE as we learn which 
things are better with NO FILTER. 

September 11  Juanita Bair 
       15  Jim Fuqua 
       16  Emily  
                         Weddington 
   

         Happy Birthday  
     to you!  

Young Mom's Group 
Join our young mom's group for 
a new book study. The group 
meets on Friday mornings from 
9-10 a.m., with nursery care 
from 9-12 p.m. Facilitators, 
Beth Harrison (434-2425) and 
Gwyn Diller (409-9638). 

Coming Events… 

Corn Shuck Angels Workshop & Light Supper, Thursday September 22nd; 4-7 p.m. 
 

Boomerstock, Nashville, Wednesday-Friday, September 28th-30th 
 

Square Dance and Dinner, Friday, October 7th; 5:30-8:30 p.m.; FAC Building 
 

Check Senior Adult  Bulletin Board for other events! 

Please check our prayer list in the newsletter and on the church’s white board outside the office.  Help the staff stay in 
touch! If you have knowledge of any of our Senior Adult Members who would like to be remembered in prayer or would 

like a visit from our  pastoral staff, please do not hesitate to let us know.  Also, we acknowledge birthdays of Senior 
Adult   Members weekly in the newsletter; if you would like to be added to the list give me a call (Esther: 455-5434). 

Julia Logan Mayes presented 
a very informative program  
on Gilda’s Club at Tuesday’s  
Golden Circle. Gilda’s Club  
is a free non-profit support  
community for anyone touched 
by cancer. Thanks to all that 
came to Golden Circle.  We 

had a good group and the food was  
outstanding. Come join us in October.  

SAVE THE DATE! 
All Church Retreat  

Beersheba Springs Assembly 
Friday-Sunday, April 21st-23rd 

 
EVENTS IN SEPTEMBER 
September 18th - Youth Cookout at Waggoner Park 5:30-8pm 
September 28th - Extended Rec Night 6-7:30pm 

 
Youth Sunday School meets at 10am 
Youth Group meets from 6-7:30pm on Wednesday nights 



September 7th, 

Children’s Ministry—Julie Uehlein 

Mission Moment—Holt Cason 
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I had the great pleasure of speaking to the ladies of Frances Jones' UMW Circle 
last Thursday.  These ladies are so encouraging and supportive of our Children's 
Ministry, I thank you for the honor of joining you. 
 

The Wednesday Club  our study on the Ten Commandments and Lord's Prayer. This 6 week series ends 
on September 21st.  The children will sing the song they are learning on Sunday, September 25th. A huge 
thank you to all of the volunteers, this programming would not be possible without you!!!  *NOTE* 
Halos/Bible Adventures for the younger children will begin after Fall break. 
 

I am very excited to inform you that our new curriculum, Orange, will begin this week on September 
11th.  Grades K - 5 will start the Sunday School hour off from 10-10:15 a.m. in the SOUL Lounge and 
then dismiss to their regular Sunday School classes.   
 

The Senior Adult/Children's Tea sponsored by the Senior Adult Ministry has been cancelled.  We hope to 
reschedule early next year. 
 

Info relating to our Children's Ministry is available at the Information Station desk (at the top of the steps 
in the Children's Department).  Any forms or info you need will be at this desk.  All signup sheets (parents 
and children) will be located on the new bulletin board that is located between the bathroom doors in the 
Children's Department.  All info pertaining to the nursery and nursery aged children will be kept in the 
nursery or on the bulletin board to the right of the nursery door. 
 

Jesus said, “Let the Little Children come to me and do not hinder them for the Kingdom of God belongs to 
such as these” Mark 10:14-1 

First Light & Outreach Ministry—Jeff  Harrison 
 Hey Everyone, 
 

I hope you had an awesome Labor Day! It is good to be with family and friends, just to enjoy one another's company. 
So here is something to think about this week. What is the "special ingredient" in our worship? What I mean is, what 
makes it different from a social gathering like a labor day picnic or the High School football game? The answer is 
the manifest presence of God. We aren't just singing songs on Sunday morning, watching someone give thoughts on 

an ancient book and eating some bread or drinking some juice. We are worshipping the God of the universe and He is coming and  
dwelling with us. Meditate on that fact this week and hopefully it will impact how we worship together on Sundays.  

In Christ, 
Jeff 

Sunday, September 11th 
Nursery Hours  
7:45 a.m. - 12 noon 
 

Sunday School  
10:00 a.m. (Main bldg.,  
2nd floor) 
 

Children’s Church  
11:00 a.m. service 

Save the Date 
September 7th, 14th, 21st 
The Wednesday Club  
1:15-2:45 p.m.  
FAC Building- K-5th grades 
(nursery open for parent 
volunteers) 
September 18th 
4-5:30 p.m. 
teamKID; main building;  
k-5th grade (nursery open 
for parent volunteers) 
September 25th 
The Wednesday Club  
children will sing at the 9 
a.m. service and the  
beginning of the 11 a.m. 
service 

Henry Center—Theresa Johnson 

  For those that have a dream to visit the Holy Land, this VIM trip might be for you. 
 

HOLY LAND 
January 30-February 11, 2017. The Virginia Conference Board of Church and Society is organizing a trip to the Holy 

Land, where they will meet with UMC mission projects, visit holy sites, and learn about the challenges surrounding 
peace in this part of the world. The team will also participate by painting, gardening, and preparing meals while they 

are there. The cost is $3500. For additional information, contact Steve Jones at stevejones@vaumc.org. 

Partnering WITH You, 
Miss Julie 

I want to share with you about a new ministry at our Henry Center. 
It's called "The Bookshelf." We are seeking to feed minds as well 
as stomachs at our food pantry! We have a small collection of 
books already that our guests began enjoying this week. We 
would love to have additional books or bookshelves for our small 

library room we are putting together. We also would love to have a small children's 
table and chairs for our kiddos while they wait. 

Everyone wants to  
contribute to local  
missions. United  
Methodist Women 
want you to help with 
our mission project.  We are collecting 
hygiene products for the food pantry. 
These are items that cannot be  
purchased with food stamps. In  
September, we will be collecting bars 
of soap.  Please leave the soap in the 
box in the back hall, or bring them to 
the Third Monday meeting in  
September.  UMW meetings will start 
in September. We are anxious to get 
started again. Please join us! 
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Dossett Chapel   Jim Carter  dossettfumc@lighttube.net 
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Music Director   Doug Clark  doug.fumc@gmail.com 

Music Ministry (First Light) John Cook  johnjaniece@bellsouth.net 
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Facilitator                           Elmo Birkhead                  fumc23@lighttube.net 
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    Rosemary Crabtree janecrab@bellsouth.net 

Worship Attendance (Sept. 4th) 
8:00 a.m.      64 
First Light    117 
11:00 a.m.    126 
Total     307 
  

Sunday School   118 
      

Dossett       39 
Henry Center    121 
 
Offering Counters (Sept. 11th) 
Bill & Charlotte Bethmann 
Jim & Helen McClure 
 
Greeters/Welcome Team  
(September 11th) 
8:00 a.m.    Bob Lawrence 
        Joan Everetts 
         
9:00 a.m.    Gena & Duane Graddy 
         
11:00 a.m.  Yvonne Taylor 
        Jim Taylor 
        Ruth Wilson 

Receive this newsletter              
electronically and get The 

Good News faster.  Help us 
save paper, postage and time!  
Email fumc@lighttube.net to 
opt out of the printed version. 

You can also find the  
newsletter our new website,  

fumctullahoma.com  
 

Forrest Frame 
Ed & Bobbie Prater    
    (brother & sister-in- 
     Law of Bob Prater) 
Tom Perkins 
Joann Purdue 
Don Bond 
Leon Smith 

Glenn Kennedy (cousin  
    of Joan & Bill Swann) 
Charlotte Bethmann 
Anne Marie Honeycutt-  
    Ramirez 
Colton Newton (son of   
    Cameron & Whitney  
    Newton) 

Laura James (friend of  
    Virgil & Ann Cline) 
Sheila Preston (sister-in-law  
    of Sheri Cunningham) 
Joyce Mathis 
 Mario Braston (friend  
    of Bertha Smith) 

Trustees Meeting that was scheduled for September 15th has been  
cancelled. It has been rescheduled for Thursday, October 20th, at 6:30 p.m. 

You are invited! 
A Wedding shower for Sarah and Nathan Tendick 

Sunday, November 6th, from 2-4 p.m., in the Reception Room, 
main building. Nathan was baptized here in May, and is a 

faithful member of the Hope Sunday School Class. 

Funny Papers Collection 
Please note that we are no longer 

collecting the funny papers.  Thank 
you to all who have faithfully  

contributed to this project. 

Janna Washington's father, 
Gene Dawes, will reach age 

100 on September 11.  
Please come by on  

Sunday, September 11,  
between 2:00 and 4:00, 

and/or send him a card to: 
 101 Larkway Circle.   
He would be thrilled! 

Beersheba Springs Assembly is celebrating 
75 years of Ministry as a TN Conference  

Retreat Center.  On Sunday, October 16th, 
from 2:30-5:30 p.m., they will have a  

Celebration Service and Reception, at the 
Assembly Grounds. Please RSVP by  

Thursday, October 6th to 931-692-3669 or  
Stephanie.nunley@tnumc.com or  

Thelma.hinton@tnumc.com 


