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June 19, 2015 
 

Dear Sisters and Brothers; 
 

Across the Nashville Area of the United Methodist Church, there is shock and sadness at the 

violent acts perpetrated upon our brothers and sisters at Emmanuel African Methodist Episcopal Church 

in Charleston, South Carolina. While any form of violence against any person or people for any reason is 

unacceptable, we are further grieved that racial prejudice appears to be the motivation for the attack. Our 

Social Principles state that “racism plagues and cripples our growth in Christ, inasmuch as it is antithetical 

to the gospel itself” (Book of Discipline, paragraph 162). 
 

We are told in scripture that all people are created in the image of God (Genesis 1:27), and that in 

the fully realized state of humanity made known to us in Jesus Christ, all of the categories we use to divide 

ourselves, including race, gender, and socio-economic status all fall away, and we become one as God 

intended (Galatians 3:28). 
 

As we pause today, let us remember, especially, our African American pastors and congregations 

as they ponder the deep-seated hatred and anger that is directed towards them simply because of their 

color.  As we evaluate our current safety plans and welcoming of the stranger with generous and radical 

hospitality, may we do so acknowledging we live in a world where evil still exists. May we remember, 

even though we walk through the valley of the shadow of death, God through Jesus Christ is still with us. 
 

Our weeping and mourning will make for some long nights. As people of faith we know joy and 

forgiveness, justice and reconciliation will roll down as waters, and righteousness as an ever-flowing 

stream. 
 

We urge all people to pray for the nine victims of this shooting and their families, for the people of 

Emmanuel AME Church, for the perpetrator and his family, and for the Charleston community. We renew 

our commitment to stand against the evils of racism and prejudice in all forms. We look forward to the 

day that violence, hatred, and death will be no more when God’s Kingdom is fully realized on earth. 
 

Serving Christ With You, 

  
Bishop William T. McAlilly 


