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by Theresa Johnson 

 
It was my extreme honor and privilege to represent FUMC as a lay member of annual conference. 
The theme of annual conference was “Offering Christ to a Hurting World.” We celebrated and 
prayed for ministries that are offering Christ to a hurting world and explored how we could better 
live into this mission. We heard about Miriam’s Promise, a ministry that provides counsel in crisis 
pregnancy situations and assists with adoptions. We raised money for “No More Malaria” to pur-
chase mosquito nets that save thousands of lives from malaria in Africa. We lifted up Project Trans-
formation, a ministry that purposefully engages young adults to be in ministry to meet academic, 
physical, and spiritual needs of children from low-income communities. Local churches were also 
encouraged to partner with nearby schools. Numerous local church ministries were also celebrated 
and informed us of the seemingly endless ways that the Church can indeed “offer Christ to a hurting 
world.”  
 
Bishop Bill McAlilly also led inspiring teaching sessions from the story of the Samaritan woman at 
the well from John 4. Jesus allowed himself this “holy interruption” with the woman. The bishop 
asked if we are living with or avoiding holy interruptions. We also talked of the importance of the 
“living water” that Jesus offers and how those hurting need the nourishment Jesus offers for their 
souls just as much as food, clothing, or shelter. Finally, we reflected on “come and see” moments. 
The woman told the people in her village that they had to come and see Jesus. We reflected on our 
“come and see” moments, those times when we have had to tell people about Jesus. She also wit-
nessed in a place of discomfort as she went to her village to witness where she was an outcast. The 
bishop reflected on how God sometimes sends us to places of discomfort, because everyone needs 
Jesus. We have to trust God more in these situations, and as we do we become more faithful.  
 
Important administrative business was also conducted throughout the conference as various reports 
were presented. It was resolved that the annual moving day for pastors and churches would be estab-
lished annually by the bishop and cabinet. A resolution was also passed regarding housing allowanc-
es for retired, disabled, or former clergypersons of the Tennessee Conference. Another resolution 
was passed for continuing respectful dialogue on “issues on which we disagree” surrounding the in-
clusion of LGBT people in the life of the church. We also conducted the important work of electing 
clergy and lay delegates for the 2016 Southeastern Jurisdictional Conference and General Conference 
of the United Methodist Church, the policy-making body for the entire United Methodist Church.  
 
We also enjoyed high and holy moments of worship at annual conference. We honored former lead 
pastor of Tullahoma First United Methodist Church, Rev. Jim Beaty, as he retired at annual confer-
ence this year. We thank God for his ministry here and the numerous other places he has served in-
cluding as district superintendent for the Pulaski district. We were also blessed to celebrate the com-
missioning of Sharon Austell as a provisional elder in the church. We pray God’s blessings on Sha-
ron in her continued ministry for God.     
 
I thank God for the opportunity to attend annual conference and to witness the amazing ways that 
God is working in our conference. I pray that we will continue to be instruments of God’s love and 
grace to a hurting world and that God will continue to move in mighty ways through the people 
called Methodists.        



FUMC / Parish Ministries 
“Offering Christ to a Hurting World” 

This past Friday, June 26th, we served around 140 families, representing over 460 people, at our mobile food pantry.  
The Henry Center resumes normal hours in July.  Financial Assistance & Food Pantry are open Tuesdays & Thursdays 
12—2 p.m.  The Clothes Closet is open Thursdays 12—2 p.m.  We always welcome new volunteers.  If you think you 
would be interested in being a part of this wonderful ministry to our  community, please contact the office or Theresa 
Johnson at theresajfumc@lighttube.net 
 


