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12/17 - Women’s Covenant 

Group Meeting 
 
12/24 - Christmas Eve       

Services 
 
12/26 - 12/31 - Christmas 

UM Army 
 
12/31 - Pancake Breakfast 

&  Blessing of the 
Toys 

 
1/7 - 3rd Grade Bible  
 Ceremony 
 
1/17 - “Invitation to John” 

series begins 
 
 
 

CORINTHIAN PARAPHRASE FOR CHRISTMAS 

 
As we enter into one of the most hectic…yet delightful…times of   

the year, I’d like to share with you an updated version of Paul’s wonderful       

passage from I Corinthians 13 on love. I don’t know about you, but it certainly    

is a reminder to me to keep the “main thing the main thing” this Christmas. Enjoy! 

 
 

If I decorate my house perfectly with plaid bows, strands of twinkling  
lights and shiny balls, but do not show love to my family,  

 
 I'm just another decorator.  
 

If I slave away in the kitchen, baking dozens of Christmas cookies, preparing 
gourmet meals and arranging a beautifully adorned table at mealtime, but do 
not show love to my family,  

 
 I'm just another cook. 
 

If I work at the soup kitchen, carol in the nursing home, and give all that I have 
to charity, but do not show love to my family,  

 
 It profits me nothing.  
 

If I trim the tree with shimmering angels and crocheted snowflakes, attend a 
myriad of holiday parties, and sing in the choir's cantata but do not focus on 
Christ, 

 
 I have missed the point. 
 
 

See PASTOR’S MESSAGE, page 10….. 
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You can now complete and submit 
your Estimate of Giving online.  
 
Go to www.ljfumc.org/stewardship/

estimateofgiving and click on the 

“In God We Trust” logo, or scan the 

QR code here: 

 

DECEMBER 1: 

Beth Logan 

Jasmine Ross 

 

DECEMBER 2: 

Max Mays 

Carolyn Pruett 

 

DECEMBER 3: 

Sharron Shockley 

 

DECEMBER 4: 

Charles Becker 

Andrea Hazlitt 

Isaiah Connolly 

 

DECEMBER 5: 

Lisa Pesek 

 

DECEMBER 6: 

Laurie Kilbourn 

 

 

 

 

DECEMBER 7: 

Kye Han Lee 

 

DECEMBER 8: 

Esther Lindsey 

 

DECEMBER 9: 

Christian Lee 

 

DECEMBER 12: 

Chris Colosimo 

Nan Becker 

 

DECEMBER 14: 

Jason McCain 

 

DECEMBER 15: 

Yvonne Goldman 

Pat Shaw 

Laura Mays 

Tiffany DeAtley 

 

 

 

 

DECEMBER 16: 

Shelby Benn 

Merilynn Broaddus 

Joe Morris 

Kay Murray 

 

DECEMBER 17: 

Harrison Faickney 

Stephanie Tribble 

 

DECEMBER 18: 

Val Janecek 

Shirley Broadeur 

Caitlin Scott 

 

DECEMBER 19: 

Amy Wood 

Terry Rios 

 

 

 

 

DECEMBER 20: 

Linda Linder 

Ruth Munnerlyn 

Deborah Poundstone 

D.C. Cameron 

 

DECEMBER 21: 

Tim Logan 

Audrianna Connolly 

 

DECEMBER 22: 

Carol Edwards 

 

DECEMBER 23: 

Larry Dorroh 

 

DECEMBER 25: 

Alan Edwards 

 

DECEMBER 27: 

Rob Kelley 

Luke Abel 

 

Ring in the new year by stopping by the library during 
January on Sunday mornings from 8am - 1pm 

 

     Big Give Away!  
 

The library will be open to choose 
any books on the tables. 

We have a wide variety from   
children books, videos, history, 

devotionals, Bibles, and lots 
more. Come take what you want! 

 
Official library re opening will 

happen in February!  
Look for exact date to come 

soon. 
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HOWARD HEWETT 

  by:     David & Jackie Swisher 

   Mary Jane Crabill 

             Patricia & Larry Wallace 

              Gerald & Serena Andrews 

MEMORIALS …. 

Donations have been made to FUMC in memory of: 

SYMPATHIES …. 

On the death of:  

 

VALERIE LARSON 
Condolences can be sent to her husband:     

Paul Larson 

108 Flag Dr. W 

Lake Jackson, TX 77566 

On the death of:  

 

PRELLA PHILLIPS 
Condolences can be sent to her husband:  

           Jim Phillips 

54 Forest Ct. 

Lake Jackson, TX 77566 

ED MUNSON 

                 by:    David & Jackie Swisher 

                           Dale & Joyce Libby 

                           Peggy Wille 

                           Ralph & Becky Hendricks 

RODNEY REAMES 

  by:     David & Jackie Swisher 

ELEANOR WALKER 

  by:     David & Jackie Swisher 

              Gerald & Serena Andrews 

PRELLA PHILLIPS 

  by:     Clifton & Becky Dusek 

    Mary Helen Israel 

LOIS MATTHEWS 

                by:     Gerald & Serena Andrews 

VALERIE LARSON 

                by:     Steve & Catherine Watts 

                           Brad & Margie Miles 

On the death of:  

 

Condolences can be sent to his children:  

 

       David Munson 

        210 Poinsetta 

        Lake Jackson, TX 77566 

THURMOND MUNSON 
 

 

 

Ann Munson 

3505 Sage Rd #705    

   Houston, TX. 77056  

 

 

 

 

 

Tom & Jamie Munson 

850 Morelock Ln. 

Brownwood, TX 76801 
or or 
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 N O V E M B E R  2 0 1 7  

Christmas time is here! 

Children’s church and 

Sunday school will be 

centered all around the 

birth of our Savior.  

 

Our sweet preschoolers 

and excited elementary 

kids will be making     

angels, singing about   

Jesus and discovering the 

TRUE meaning of   

Christmas.  

 

Our Elementary Bible 

verse for this month 

comes from the book of 

Jeremiah.  

 

“The time is coming,   

declares the Lord, when I 

will raise up a righteous 

descendant from David’s 

line, and he will rule as a 

wise king” (Jeremiah 

23:5). 

 

Our preschool memory 

verse comes from        

the book of 

Matthew. 

  

“Jesus was 

born in     

Bethlehem” 

(Matthew 2:1). 

 

Children love 

to hear about how their 

parents prepared for their 

arrival into this world.  

 

I encourage you to spend 

time reflecting on that 

season of your life. Pull 

The Christmas Story 

L O O K I N G  A H E A D  

 J AN U AR Y  7 t h  

3r d  g r a d e  B ib le s        

c e r e m o n y  ( m o r e  in f o   

to  c o m e )  

 FE B R U AR Y  

Parents Night out - Date TBD 

Volunteers appreciated! 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY  
December 2017 

out old photos and share 

with your children how 

the months leading up to 

their birth felt to you.  

 

Compare your experi-

ence to that of 

Mary and     

Joseph. Ask 

your children to 

think about how 

Jesus’ mom and 

dad prepared 

for His arrival. 

 

What can we do to     

prepare for the            

celebration of Jesus’ 

birth? 

 

Much Love,  

  Lindsay Pulido 

Join us in celebrating the birth of Christ 

this Christmas Eve*. 

 

11AM  Traditional Sanctuary Service  

(no Sunday school) 

 

5PM  Family Candlelight Service & 

Christmas story reenactment. All kids 

are invited to dress up and join the fun.  

 

7PM  Traditional worship & Candlelight 

Service 

*Loving nursery care will be 

provided for all 3 Christmas 

Eve Services. 
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A New Year 

December 31st marks the Eve of a New 

Year. What better way to start a new 

year than with a tummy full of          

pancakes?  

 

 

 

 

 

Pancakes will be served in Wesley Hall      

at 10AM.  

Stay for the Blessing of the Toys and        

Traditional worship service in the        

Sanctuary at 11AM.  

(Note: we will not have services at 8am or 

9am on New Year’s Eve Sunday). 

December 31st 
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Kim Copeland - Youth Director      youth@ljfumc.org 

Vannysa Vega - Youth Ministry Asst.   vannysa.rojas@gmail.com 

December 2017 

Dec 17th  - Youth  

Christmas  

Party at Chili’s 

Bring a $10 or less white 

elephant gift exchange 

5-7pm 

 
Dec 24th  

No Sunday Night Youth 

 

Dec 31st 

New Year’s Eve  

Game Night  

5-7pm 

 

Jan 7 

Veggie Tales/Pajama  

Party Night 

5-7pm 

 

Jan 14th 

Youth Council  

Planned Night 

5-7pm 

 

Jan 21st  

SouperBowl of Caring 

Details TBD 

 

Jan 28th 

AllStar Pizza Night 

5-7pm 

 

December &  

January 

YOUTH SCHEDULE 
What Does the Nativity Mean to You? 

 

This short article is one that I wrote as the Family & Children’s Ministry Director 

for Cornerstone UMC in Houston back in December 2009. The message is timeless 

so I wanted to share it with you here at First Church….   Kim 

 

“A few days ago, I was ordering a banner for Cornerstone’s Live Nativity. The 

workers at the store (in northwest Houston) didn’t even know what the word 

“nativity” meant. So I had the pleasure of teaching them about the nativity and 

they taught me about grommets on banners. Everyone learned something that 

day!   

 

It’s always a challenge to keep Christ in Christmas. Christmas can easily become 

more about Black Friday than about the birth of Jesus Christ. Christmas can easily 

become more  about our gift-giving than the amazing gift that God sent to us on 

that very first Christmas. 

 

It’s still OK to put up lights and Christmas decorations and to buy gifts for our 

families. But that's not more important than Jesus. So when you are decorating 

this year, be sure to add a nativity scene inside your house and a blowup Nativity 

on your lawn. When you are baking this year, why not bake a birthday cake for  

Jesus?  After all,  Christmas is HIS birthday.    

Our 7th & 8th Graders are focusing on Christ this 

Christmas by reading 25 Bible stories and decorating a 

Jesse Tree. The Jesse tree readings track the birth of 

Jesus through the line of Jesse and show God’s grace 

and His promises from the very beginning of the Bible. 

CHRISTMAS IN THE BIBLE  

Our High School group is honoring Christ this Christmas by studying Jesus’ 

birth for 4 weeks through the eyes of Joseph, Mary, the shepherds and the 

kings. Join us in reading and reflecting on the following 4 Bible verses:   

Matthew 1:18-24,  Luke 2:1-7,  Luke 2:8-15 and Matthew 2:1-16.   
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Initiating our newest Youth Mem-

bers Initiating our newest Youth Mem-

bers 

SUBMERGE  - 5th & 6th Graders 

ARKs to Angel Tree to  

Paintball to Bible  

Jeopardy 

#FirstYouthProud 

2018 Dates - NEW TIME 

3pm to 4:30pm 

January 28th 

February 11th 

February 25th 

March 25th 

April 8th 

April 22nd 

May 6th 

2018 Youth Dates 

Feb 4 - Superbowl Sub Sale for Mission Trips 

Mar (date TBD) - Pancake Supper/Easter Cross Giveaway 

May 6 - Graduate Sunday 

Jun 3rd - 9th -  UM Army 
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Our goal is to promote growth opportunities for women in our church through  
spiritual, service, and social activities. 

CIRCLE MEETING  
at  

CARRIAGE INN  
      3rd Monday of each month   9:30AM 

      Contact Phyllis Motes, 297-5296 

LADIES COVENANT GROUP 
December 17th  

5:30pm in Wilson Parlor       

Childcare available 

MOMS in PRAYER GROUP 
Every Monday  

(during school year)  

 9:30am     Wilson Parlor 

 

      If you ordered           
poinsettias thru the church 
and would like to take them 
home, please feel free to do 
so AFTER the last Christmas 
Eve service, or you may pick 
them up from the courtyard 

outside Wilson Parlor on Tuesday 12/26,   
between 8am & 4:30pm, but no later than 
noon on Wednesday 12/27.  
 
Poinsettias remaining after noon on       
Wednesday will be distributed by our flower 
committee to people who are either        
homebound or are in hospitals or nursing 
homes. 
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Financial Peace University was a huge success! 
 

We began the journey toward financial peace with 
35 people representing 19 families. All but three of 
these families attended the majority of the       

sessions. When we began on September 13, our 
combined non-mortgage debt was $547,380. We 
had a combined $347,360 in available cash and 

among us sported 68 credit cards.  
 

Over the nine weeks we learned how to relate to 
our money as our tool instead of being its slaves. 
Saving, smart spending, budgeting, cash flow  

planning and eliminating debt were some of the 
lessons. We also learned the role of insurance and 
its many variations. We developed plans for      

retirement, funding our children’s college          
education, how to acquire real estate and deal 
with mortgages.  

Our final lesson was perhaps the most important 
and yet one we already understand. We are   

stewards of God’s creation, not owners of it. We 
were reminded that money is one of the tools God 
has provided us so that we can further His      

Kingdom and not merely to comfort our existence. 
 
During the last session, eight families turned in a 

report showing that we reduced our combined 
debt by $52,000 and saved an additional $18,000! 

We also paid off, cut up, and closed 13 of those 
credit card  accounts! On top of that, two families 
reported that they are giving substantially more! 

 
If you would like to participate in a Financial Peace 
course, please let Lynne or John know. 

Society of St. Stephen News 

 
Last month our funds were so low that we were afraid we would have to close for the month 
of November. Just in time, God provided with the check from FUMC in the form of communion 
offerings given by your members. We wish to thank you for enabling us to work through you to 
be the hands and feet of Jesus, helping those who need emergency assistance in our           
community. 

   
The needs of our community are great. This past month we received a call from a lady who lives in Jones 
Creek. She was recuperating from surgery when the floods occurred. She and her husband, mother, and nine 
year old daughter evacuated. The rent house in which they had been living flooded, and while they were still 
away, her husband suddenly died. Our client, her daughter and mother are back in the house in Jones Creek. 
Her uncle paid the rent for her this past month and Society of St. Stephen was able to pay her electricity.   
 
The Society of St. Stephen is a group of people from First United Methodist, Chapelwood United Methodist, 

and Christ Lutheran churches who are committed to providing emergency or temporary assistance to local 

people in need.  
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PASTOR’S MESSAGE               

CONTINUED FROM COVER…. 

 

Love stops the cooking to hug the child.  

Love sets aside the decorating to kiss the husband. 

Love is kind, though harried and tired.  

Love doesn't envy another's home that has coordinated Christmas china and table linens.  

Love doesn't yell at the kids to get out of the way.  

Love doesn't give only to those who are able to give in return but rejoices in giving to those who can't.  

Love bears all things,  

believes all things,  

      hopes all things,  

            endures all things.  

 
Love never fails. 

 
Video games will break, pearl necklaces will be lost, golf  clubs will rust.  

 
But giving the gift of LOVE will endure forever. 
 

God bless you this season and always! 

 
January 17 - March 28 Wednesdays at Noon and 6PM   

 

The invitation from Christ is: "Come and see, Follow me". Experience the magnificent     

passages in John including the “I am” statements (I am the truth, the life and the way, I 

am the living water and more). Revisit stories only told in John's gospel including        

Nicodemus, Mary Magdalene and the raising of Lazarus. 

 

During the weekly video segments, travel into the scripture as you hear the Word,            

experience the grand artwork connected with each story and interview a scholar. Each 

week wraps up with a small group discussion on video to spark your own conversation. 

 

Participants for this Invitation to John do not have to have an in-depth knowledge of the Bible to enjoy and     

benefit from participation. Reading just two chapters of John a week, you will discover the life-altering stories 

that will invite you to follow Christ in new and powerful ways. Session titles and scripture: 

 
 1. Come and See (John 1–2)  

2. How Is It Possible? (John 3–4) 

3. Taste for Yourself (John 5–6) 

4. To Believe or Not to Believe (John 7–8) 

5. Are We Blind? (John 9–10) 

6. I Couldn't Believe My Eyes! (John 11–12) 

7. Would You Believe It? (John 13–14) 

8. What Time Is It? (John 15–16) 

9. Look Out! (John 17–18) 

10. Believing Without Seeing (John 19–20) 

11. Do You See Him? (John 21) 
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      2017 Communion Offerings Amount Given 

January — Pastor's Discretionary Fund  
$     339.00 

February – Freeport Port Ministry  
$  1,058.00 

March - UMCOR 
$     738.65 

April - Easter Offering 
$ 13,045.00 

May - Golden Cross  
$   1,160.00 

June - Prison Ministry   
$   1,028.00 

July - Habitat for Humanity  
$      979.00 

August - Crystal Crafters  
$      788.00 

September -UMCOR/TAC/LOCAL Flood Relief   
$ 11,973.00 

October - Society of St Stephen   
$   4,275.00 

November - Food Basket   
$      693.00 

December - Christmas Offering   
$  2,267.00 

Finance Committee        

Update 

Stewardship Report as of 

11/30/2017 

Budget needs weekly .......... $   13,565  

Budget needs to date .......... $ 646,596 

Budget receipts to date ....... $ 614,168 

 

Christmas is a Time of Giving 

 

During the sacred season of Advent and Christmas, we celebrate God's great gift of    
the Christ Child and the tremendous joy of God's blessings upon us. With year-end     
approaching, you may be looking for ways to give back and support our church and other 
charities that help those in need and also take advantage of potential tax benefits. The 
most popular gift is cash, but there are many other ways to give, including gifts of stocks, 

bonds, securities, mutual funds, life insurance, real estate and more. For some, life income deferred gifts, donor    
advised funds, charitable trusts or annuities may make sense. Act now to make certain you have accomplished your 
charitable goals for the year! The conference's financial partner, Heartspring Methodist Foundation, can help with 
year-end charitable planning: 713-533-3780, 800-521-9617 or office@heartspringmethodist.org.  

A message from…. 

tel:(713)%20533-3780
tel:(800)%20521-9617
mailto:office@heartspringmethodist.org
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PERIODICALS 
#954360 

LAKE JACKSON, 
TX 77566 

First United Methodist Church 

404 Azalea St. 

Lake Jackson, TX 77566 

 

Phone: 979-297-3046 

Fax: 979-299-6612 

E-mail: ljfumc@ljfumc.org 

 

Visit us online - www.ljfumc.org 

 

Pastor: 

Dr. Lynne Settlemyre - 
pastor@ljfumc.org 

 

Administrative Pastor - 

Rev. John Settlemyre - 
johns@ljfumc.org 

 

Children’s Director: 

Lindsay Pulido - 
children@ljfumc.org 

 

Youth Director: 

Kim Copeland -  
youth@ljfumc.org 

 

Choir Director: 

Laura Mays  
 

Contemporary Music Director: 

Jordan Goldman 

The Messenger is published monthly by the First United Methodist Church, Lake Jackson, TX 77566.  

Periodicals Postage paid at Lake Jackson, TX 77566. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to FUMC, 404 Azalea, Lake Jackson, TX 77566. 

Address Service Requested 

First United Methodist Church 

404 Azalea St. 

Lake Jackson, TX 77566 

www.ljfumc.org 

 

 

 

First Church strives to be like Jesus! 

 Praising God! 

 Teaching God’s Word! 

 Loving One Another! 

 Strengthening Families! 

 Sharing the Good News! 

Sunday Morning Service  
11 AM in the Sanctuary 
 
Evening Candlelight Services 
5 PM Contemporary 
7 PM Traditional 

Join us on Christmas Eve 
   as we worship together and celebrate the season! 


