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First Things First

“As soon as the order went out, the Israelites generously gave the firstfruits
of their grain, new wine, oil and honey and all that the fields produced.
They bought a great amount, a tithe of everything.” --2 Chronicles 31:5
Several places throughout the Bible, God encourages us to give
the first fruits of our “crops” (income). Why did God specify the first fruits
- not the middle portion, not the last portion, no the leftovers—but the first
fruits? While it is true that God called the children of Israel to offer the
choicest and best of what they had to Him; could it be that the issue God
was addressing was more about our trust than about money?
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Giving the first fruits requires greater trust than at any other time. Do we
believe God will truly supply all our needs, including our finances, if we
freely give of our first fruits?

A close walk with the Lord requires us to put our complete trust
in Him, including areas of our life where we are prone to forget who really
owns it all. We can be assured that “God will meet all our needs according
to His glorious riches in Christ Jesus.” (Phil 4:19)
“Honor the Lord with your wealth, with the first fruits of all your crops;
then your barn will be filled to overflowing, and your vats will brim over
with new wine.” (Proverbs 3:9-10)
God Bless,

Lynne

Don’t Miss It!

 JOY Ministry Fun Friday (page 5)
 Upcoming Blood Drive announcement (page 8)
 Decorating Task Force needed
(page 9)
 “Thank you” for helping the Back
Pack Buddies program (page 11)
 Covenant Group Meetings now
forming (page 11)
 2015 Charge Conference Date
Scheduled (back cover)

in

OCTOBER 1:

Norman Wood
OCTOBER 3:
Jim Hemphill
Dominic Staniszewski
OCTOBER 4:
Marjorie King
Don Cameron

OCTOBER 5:
Deana Wheeler

OCTOBER 9:
Eugene Moore
Bill Leshikar
Paul Motes
Ann Dean

OCTOBER 17:
Chris Hicks
Brenda Gerstle
OCTOBER 18:
Tom Pruett

OCTOBER 11:
Randy Donehue

OCTOBER 19:
Theresa Moss
Dr. Brent Mixon

OCTOBER 12:
Weston Scott
Mitchell Escuriex

OCTOBER 20:
Janson Jones

OCTOBER 13:
Jared Pearson
Cameron Pelache
Margaret Bachman

OCTOBER 6:
Tom Pearson
Cindy Johnson

OCTOBER 14:
Melanie Donehue
Colette Helmintoller
Prella Phillips

OCTOBER 7:
Jackson Millar
Jackson Richardson
Terry Rester

OCTOBER 15:
Dennis Wood
Abigail Rios

OCTOBER 21:
Alisha Klehm
Angela Pearson
Aubrey King
Sandra Boston
Yenna Chang

OCTOBER 22:
David Solyom
Dean DeAtley
Diane Poston

OCTOBER 23:
Jansen Broom
OCTOBER 25:
Trena Moses
OCTOBER 26:
Richard Barnhart
Jaryn Tracy
Bridgett Mancini
Grant King
OCTOBER 27:
Trich Ham
Andy Pierson
Diane Johnson
OCTOBER 29:
Arnold Seidule
OCTOBER 30:
Dwight Steffler
Douglas Cannon
OCTOBER 31:
Ranelle Hampy
Shelby Hollen

Newest members of the FUMC family…

Charlotte Moore &
Stacey Moore
2

Jim & Lettie Abel

On the death of:

HELEN BRYAN
Donations have been made to FUMC in memory of:

Condolences can be sent to her daughter:

HELEN BRYAN

Barbara Anders

by:

114 Frostwood Dr.

Mary Helen Israel
Gerald & Serena Andrews
Laney Spoonemore
Gregory & Kathy Pickering
Kim Moore & Robert Humphreys
Chuck & Cindy Vetters
Ethel Tracy
Laura Mays
Joe & Dorothy Morris
Ryan & Kelli Cade
Ravi & Pamela Singhania
Sonny & Linda Miles
Eleanor Walker

Lake Jackson, Texas 77566

On the death of:

SUZANNE SARGENT
Condolences can be sent to her husband:

Harry Sargent
104 Live Oak Ln.
Lake Jackson, Texas 77566

John & Isabella Respondek
Georgia Monnerat
Renee & Earnest Crabtree
Mr. & Mrs. Norman Tetlow
Martha Vining
John & Marilyn Nowlin
Alice Frizzell
Delbert & Glynda Smith
Joe & Dorothy Morris
Bonita Stevens
Ross & Julie Poteet
Ravi & Pamela Singhania
Sonny & Linda Miles
Edwin & Bettye Denman
Eleanor Walker
Kerrville Family: John & Nancy Mallory
Len & Clara Lyle
Alvin & Carol Francis
Dick & Karen Rector
Randy & Judy Simmons

Donations have been made to FUMC in memory of:

SUZANNE SARGENT
by:
Gerald & Serena Andrews
Tim & Jane Logan
Kristina Johnston
Leonard & Clara Lyle
Betty Miller
Jo N. Conway
Mary Helen Israel
Don & SharonWhite
Jacquetta & Thomas Rickaway
Ray & Janice Dollar
Ethel Tracy
Jo Ann Collier
Christopher & Linda Nicastro
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OCTOBER 25
3pm - 5pm
Wesley Hall
Ephesians 5:8 - Walk as children of light.

Come join us for snacks, games, crafts, pumpkin carving and...
FUN!

FUN!

FUN!

For the entire family!
Youth and Submerge kids - we need your help to run the games. Sign-up begins soon!

Parents: Plan to drop off your kids and have
a night out on your own. Sign-up forms will
be available in November.
Games, crafts, a movie and a meal will be
provided for the children.

Family Christmas Ornament
Dedication Ceremony

“A Christmas Story”
Presented by the FUMC Children’s Choirs

Join us as we begin celebrating the Christmas
season! Bring your own ornament, or come make
one with us, to decorate the Wesley Hall tree.
Snacks will be provided.
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What’s In Your Box?
We all love boxes...right?...especially those with pretty paper and ribbons. I always loved
watching my children on their birthday or Christmas excitedly opening that gift. The look
of excitement on their face was priceless! God feels the same way about you. God made
you and gave you unique abilities to love others and to serve them. In the Bible, Paul
writes:
"Don't let anyone look down on you because you are young. Set an example for the
believers in what you say and in how you live." 1Timothy 4:12
Discovering who you are meant to be so you can make a difference in the world is
INDIVIDUALITY. So come join us on the journey to unpack who we are in Christ:
Week 1- Acts 16:1 Timothy growing up
1 Timothy 1:12-16 Paul shares story with Timothy
Bottom Line- Jesus wants to use your story to make a difference.
Week 2- Acts 16:1-5 Unique abilities in Timothy's box
Bottom Line: When you discover your gifts, you can make a difference.
Week 3- 1 Corinthians 12:12-21 / 25-27 Paul explaining we are all parts of 1 body
Bottom Line: When we use our gifts together, we can make a greater difference.
Week 4- 1Timothy 4:12. Timothy as a young man
Bottom Line: You can make a difference right now.
So I challenge you to get IN FOCUS:
FIND YOUR POTENTIAL - FIND YOUR INDIVIDUAL TALENTS - FIND YOUR CALLING

And GOD will be there right beside you when you do make a difference in the world.
Praising God Always,
Kimberly Bowers
FUMC Children Ministry Director

OCTOBER 16th

6 to 9 pm

We will be talking about Saints (God’s special people: Even Me and You!),
as well as Owls and Awesome Autumn Leaves!
Cute and cheerful costumes are encouraged (please no scary or gory costumes)
Please check in at Chapel entry way; activities will take place in JOY Ministry rooms
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K I M C O P E L A N D
Y O U T H D I R E C T O R

youth@ljfumc.org
LIKE our new FB page
832-741-3932
youth@ljfumc.org First Youth Lake Jackson

832-741-3932

Faith in Action in November
We are hosting the Faith in Action “Thanks in Action” camp on
November 6th and 7th. This camp will be for our current Confirmands,
7th graders and 8th graders.
.
OCTOBER
EVENTS
10/4
Teen Gifts/Kitchen Dedication/Renovation
Thank You Dinner
5-7pm
10/11
Progressive Dinner/
Mystery Hunt
5-7pm

Faith in Action is like a mini-UM Army for
younger students and helps local residents
in need with things like painting, yardwork
and wheelchair ramps. It’s a great opportunity to teach our students how to spread the
love of Christ in our community.
We will be needing work team adults
(for Friday gathering and Saturday working)
and cooks (for Friday night, Saturday morning or Saturday night). Look for emails with
more information.
God bless everyone!! Kim Copeland

10/18
Carpenter’s Hands
Project
5-7pm

Youth Spotlight

10/25
Carpenter’s Hands
Project
5-7pm

FirstYouth Group —
You are amazing for coming
together so quickly to honor one of Mrs.
Suzanne Sargent’s last wishes and sing at
her memorial service.

Proverbs 31...She is worth far more than
rubies.
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More fun for our students…..
September Youth Pics
Ropes Course and Kayaking

October Submerge Fun
Oct 11 - Submerged in Duck Tape - Games in Wesley
Hall - 3:45 to 4:55—Dropoff and pickup are in Wesley
Hall
Oct 25 - Submerged in the Fall Festival 3:00 to
5:00pm - Helping with the Children’s Fall FestivalDropoff and pickup are in Wesley Hall

Sunday Night Youth - Upcoming November
Events: Putt-Putt, High School Beach Retreat,
Surprise Youth Group Visitors

First UMC Confirmation News
www.credoconfirmation.com
Confirmation Classes are underway for our 6th graders. Thank you to our teachers, Christy Cameron and
Sharon Zimmerman. Thank you to our mentors: Sharon Zimmerman, Chelsea Tummins, Mike Walz,
Christi Cameron, Amy Henderson, Linda Neumann, Denice Lambert, Laura Mays, Kyehan Lee, Phyllis
Strong, Jann Tracy and Amy Whitehead.
If you know a 6th grader that wants to join our Confirmation classes, please email Kim at
youth@ljfumc.org or Kimberly at children@ljfumc.org.
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Prayer Calendar
Each day in October, please join with the rest of the congregation as we pray for various church ministries, situations, events and special passages of scripture.
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The purpose of the Women’s Ministry here at FUMC is to foster relationships among the women of our church
through fellowship events, missional outreach and spiritual growth opportunities. We invite you to join us!
Friday, October 23 5:30 PM

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
11AM
4th Wednesday of each month

Asiel’s Restaurant

at the home of Linda Neumann
132 Lily
If you like to knit or crochet, join us to make
prayer shawls for folks who are sick, lonely, or just need a
reminder of God’s love. blneumann@hotmail.com

330 N. Dixie Dr., Lake Jackson
Contact Mary Helen Israel 297-6968 or mh-israel@sbcglobal.net

CIRCLE MEETING at CARRIAGE INN
9:30AM
3rd Monday of each month

“CRAFT AND CROP”10:30AM
1st Monday of each month
Wesley Hall
If you like to sew or scrapbook, bring your own project and
enjoy fellowship as you work with friends.
Contact Amy Haase, amyehaase@gmail.com

Do you enjoy an “old-fashioned” ladies circle meeting? If
so then join us. Contact Karen Bowman, krnbowman@comcast.net

October - if you would like to help provide snacks for the upcoming Fall Festival,
scheduled for Oct. 25th, please contact
Kim Lee, kimlovesjesus@gmail.com.

November - we are planning a Christmas
outreach event with kids on Nov. 14th.
For more information, please contact Kim
Cannon, ka-boom@comcast.net.
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December– Ladies Christmas luncheon Dec. 7th; contact Mary Helen Israel,
mh-israel@sbcglobal.net or Delia
Hoskins, dhoskins90@msn.com.

First United Methodist Church of Lake Jackson roundings, from heartfelt prayer to insurance against calamity. Our congregation will spend around $115,600
(approximately 18% of the budget) on worship this year.

Narrative Budget for 2015

So, how are God’s tithes and your offerings used? They are
Missions – these funds are used to make disciples of Jebeing used to make disciples of Jesus Christ by connecting
sus Christ beyond our walls. For example, part of the monpeople to Christ and each other!
ey you contribute helps provide pastors in the fastest
growing mission field of the world – Africa. You also help
The “Operating Budget” is the document we use to deterfolks in our area deal with crisis and adversity. This
mine whom we will serve and how. Typically, budgets are
$110,600 (approximately 17% of the budget) makes a
presented as a list of goods and services purchased, howhuge difference in the world for Jesus Christ. Some examever, that does little in explaining what your dollars really
ples include numerous educational opportunities and scholdo. So, below you will find our budget presented in terms
arships, support of hundreds of UM churches throughout
of ministries. We have allocated all of the goods and serour state and beyond, healing ministries near and far,
vices purchased to specific ministry groups.
youth camps, children’s programs, and spiritual enrichment
opportunities - just to name a few!
The $656,188 budget shown here represents this year.
What will it be next year? That depends entirely on you,
Nurturing and Adult – it is immensely important to have
together with the entire congregation. We will use the total
church family and clergy that we can celebrate special
of the Estimate of Giving cards as the basis for next year’s
events with and turn to in times of need. Nurturing & Adult
budget. So, please return your card to ensure that FUMC
ministries includes Sunday school classes, small groups,
can continue to make disciples of Jesus Christ by connectprayer teams, seminars, church suppers, pastoral visits,
ing people to Christ and each other!
nursing home ministries, etc. All of this takes a significant
amount of volunteers, coordination, communication, time,
energy, and space. It also takes around $224,000
(approximately 34% of the budget).
Youth – our youth receive special attention from our congregation. We dedicate staff, space, volunteers, and much
more – including about $58,700 (approximately 9% of the
budget) to connect our youth to Christ. They benefit from
Sunday school, UMYF meetings, Scouting, mission trips,
camps, and various events designed to help them grow in
faith and cope with the world around them.
Much of the work our staff does often overlaps into multiple ministry areas. Also, it is quite difficult to say precisely
how much of the electric bill is spent solely on worship.
So, the allocations shown should be understood as close
estimates and not precise amounts. However, rest assured
that we do know the precise amount of money spent and
what it purchased!

Children – What comes to mind when you hear the
words, “children’s ministry”? Do you think about the nursery, VBS, Sunday school, choir, dance, or Submerge? Maybe
you see the home that we provide to the School for Little
People. This year we will spend about $147,000
(approximately 22% of the budget) making sure that our
children learn about Jesus Christ!

Worship – this includes everything necessary for a great
worship experience – from excellent preaching to comfortable temperatures, from inspiring music to beautiful sur-

By returning your Estimate of Giving card, you will enable
FUMC to continue its long tradition of making disciples of
Jesus Christ by connecting people to Christ and each other!
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Thanks to your generosity, our September communion offering provided enough funds to fill the backpacks of 7
children for the entire school year! If you would like to help more - please contact Bruce or Linda Neumann for more
information.




Sponsor one (1) child for the school year $500
Sponsor one (1) child for one month $55
Sponsor one (1) school for the school year $10,000

Many children who rely on free or reduced-priced lunches
during the school year go home to meager or no meals on weekends. The
Backpack Buddies program works to fill that gap. On Fridays, at participating schools children take home child-friendly, non-perishable, easily consumed and vitamin-fortified food. The food is given to the children discreetly, to avoid inviting unwanted attention.

Tom Patterson (above) and Joe Morris
(right) are working with other volunteers to sort food donations provided
to the Backpack Buddies program.

Seek ye first the kingdom of God,
and His righteousness; and all these
things shall be added unto you.
Matthew 6:33
Our new Covenant Groups are meeting on Sunday evenings at 5:15.
Women meet in Wilson Parlor;
Men meet in Room 14.
Childcare is available.

Annual Posting Requirement of the United States Postal Service
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HUB CHARGE CONFERENCE
Monday, November 15, 2015 @ 3:30PM
First Church strives to be like Jesus!



Praising God!



Teaching God’s Word!



Loving One Another!



Strengthening Families!



Sharing the Good News!
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