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“IN THE HANDS OF A CHRISTIAN”
I love being in the church in the fall. It’s the time when we, as a congregation, reflect
upon how we are living out our spiritual journey in the everyday affairs of life, and
consider what we will do to become even more faithful in the year to come.
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In October we will be focusing on the financial part of our spiritual journey. This
year our theme is “In the Hands of a Christian”…words taken directly out of John
Wesley’s sermon entitled “The Use of Money.” You’ll see this quotation quite a bit
over the next month, and I encourage you to read and reflect upon it each time you
see it:
In the hands of God’s children, money is food for the hungry, drink for the
thirsty, and clothing for the naked. For the pilgrim and stranger, money
provides a place to lie down to rest. By the right use of money we can provide
for others. Money can serve as a husband for the widow and as a father to
the orphans. We can supply protection for the oppressed, a means of health
for the sick, and comfort for those in pain. Money can become as “eyes to the
blind, and feet to the lame”; and, indeed, money can “lift up others from the
gates of death.”
Wow! I don’t know about you, but every time I read those words I’m inspired.
What a difference I can make in the world when I give my money to God!
As a special treat, we will have “John Wesley” himself come to preach for us! B.J.
Johnston travels around the world bringing John Wesley to life, and he will be here
with us for our Covenant Sunday, October 30th. You won’t want to miss it!
See you Sunday!
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10/14 - Family First Friday
Mystery Game Night
& Dinner
10/16-10/17 - Police
Appreciation Lunch
Prep & Delivery
10/29 - Word by Heart
Workshop
10/30 - The Man From
Aldersgate with
BJ Johnston
10/30 - Fall Festival
11/04 - Family First Friday
Pizza, Games &
Mission Blessings

OCTOBER 1:
Norman Wood
Ed Conaway
OCTOBER 3:
Dominic Staniszewski
Jim Hemphill
OCTOBER 4:
Don Cameron
Marjorie King
OCTOBER 5:
Deana Wheeler
OCTOBER 6:
Tom Pearson
OCTOBER 7:
Jackson Millar
Jackson Richardson
Terry Rester

OCTOBER 8:
Cynthia Hancock

OCTOBER 15:
Dennis Wood
Abigail Rios

OCTOBER 9:
Eugene Moore
Bill Leshikar
Ann Dean

OCTOBER 18:
Dr. Tom Pruett

OCTOBER 11:
Randy Donehue

OCTOBER 19:
Theresa Moss

OCTOBER 12:
Weston Scott
Mitchell Escuriex

OCTOBER 21:
Angela Pearson
Alisha Klehm
Sandra Boston

OCTOBER 13:
Jared Pearson
Margaret Bachman
Nancy Astello

OCTOBER 22:
Dean DeAtley
Diane Poston

OCTOBER 14:
Melanie Donehue
Colette Helmintoller
Prella Phillips

OCTOBER 23:
Jansen Broom

OCTOBER 25:
Trena Moses
Tim Daeschner

OCTOBER 26:
Grant King
Jaryn Tracy
Richard Barnhart
OCTOBER 27:
Trich Ham
Diane Johnson
OCTOBER 29:
Arnold Seidule
OCTOBER 30:
Dwight Steffler
Darrell C. Copenhaver
Douglas Cannon
OCTOBER 31:
Ranelle Hampy

Newest members of our FUMC family…

Name:

GRAYSON JAMES TUMMINS

Born:

SEPTEMBER 12, 2016

Ryan & Amy Henderson

Parents: MICHAEL & CHELSEA TUMMINS
Sister:
Grandparents:

JULIA FAITH TUMMINS
BOB & SHARON DOERR
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SYMPATHIES……….

MEMORIALS ……….
Donations have been made to FUMC in memory of:

On the death of:

TAL WHITESIDE

L .Z. & HELEN BRYAN

Condolences can be sent to his wife:

by:

Harriet Whiteside
702 Moore St.
Richwood, TX 77566

Delia & Bryan Hoskins

BETTY FARMER
On the death of:
SHIRLEY RYLANDER

by:

Nancy & John Gilbert

Condolences for her family may be sent to the church office.

OLIVEA SUAZO
On the death of:

by:

HELEN DELAUNE

Chloe Taylor

Condolences can be sent to her daughter:

LOIS KERR

Anne Davis
by:

10718 Cranbrook
Houston, TX 77042

Delia & Bryan Hoskins
Andy & Deana Wheeler

EDRIE BURKETT

POLICE APPRECIATION LUNCH PREP

by:

Please join us on October 16 (right after the 11AM
service) to prepare a hot lunch for the Lake Jackson
Police Department.

Delia & Bryan Hoskins

TAL WHITESIDE
Sandwiches will be provided for all who show up
on Sunday to help with the prep work.

by:

And then on October 17, we will meet right after the
Moms in Prayer group (around 10:30) to finish up
preparations then deliver the meal to the Police
Department.

Andy & Deana Wheeler

MARGARET BREWER
by:

Join us in the Wesley Hall kitchen for
one or both days and help us show our
support for all the police do for our
community.
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Ruth Munnerlyn

4

STRONG AND COURAGEOUS……NO FEAR
I dedicate this article to everyone I know,
including myself because of circumstances beyond our

Week 4 - Numbers 13-14
Moses sent 12 spies out to the
Promised lands.

control.... we are battling FEAR.

Bottom Line: You can do what you
should even when others are afraid.

You know I'm talking about you! Everyone
at some point goes through being fearful
of something or someone.
* fear of the unknown
* fear of losing friends/loved ones
* fear of something going wrong
* fear of spiders/snakes
* fear of heights
* fear of bullies
We cannot let fear overtake us! We need
courage! Courage is being brave enough to
do what you should do even when you are
afraid.

Week 5 - Joshua 5:13-6:27
Joshua and the battle of Jericho.
Bottom Line: You can do what you
should because God is with you.
It just always amazes me with our
children's curriculum...whatever I am going
through during the month, the focus
seems to match. As you all know, I am
about to begin a new journey. A journey of
me and my husband! A time that I will
treasure no matter what happens in the
future. A time to slow down- those that

So come along this month, and let's find
out what the Bible says about fear and
courage.

know me well know that will be very hard.
A time to study God's word and maybe
help others through this thing we call
LIFE. You might laugh but this time is
quite scary for me. I have never ever just

Week 1 - Exodus 2:1-10 Moses was born.
Bottom line: You can do what you should
even when you don't know what will hap-

done things for me. I have always helped
others. So I needed to hear these stories/
words from the Bible. God always provides!
God is good all the time!

pen next.
Week 2 - Exodus 3-6:12 and 7-12:42
God called Moses to lead His people.

So I pray God gives us strength, courage,
and peace during our times of fear!

Bottom Line: You can do what you
should even when you don't feel ready.

Praising GOD Always,
Kimberly Bowers

Week 3 - Exodus 13:17-14:31

PS- If you haven’t met Lindsay Pulido yet, stop
by the children's wing sometime, I think you will
find her there. She will lead our children well
into our new journey!

Moses led the Israelites out of Egypt.
Bottom Line: You can do what you
should even when things seem impossible.
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October 2016

Kim Copeland - Youth Director youth@ljfumc.org
Vannysa Vega - Youth Ministry Asst. vannysa.rojas@gmail.com
youth@ljfumc.org
youth@ljfumc.org
youth@ljfumc.org
Did you hear the news that
Vannysa will be staying on
staff part-time as our
Youth Ministry Assistant.
We are so happy!!

youth@ljfumc.org
832-741-3932
832-741-3932
832-741-3932
832-741-3932

Thoughts from a “Painter”

As I was cleaning out files on my computer, I ran across this article that I wrote back in 2012. It was my last one as
Children’s Ministry Director at Cornerstone UMC in Houston.

GET OUT THERE AND DO SOME “PAINTING”
My dear brothers and sisters in Christ: Thank you for giving me the opportunity to share my spiritual
thoughts with you in newsletters over these past years. I am blessed to share one more with you today.

From Vannysa…..
“As a high school student, I was very actively
involved in my youth
group. So much so that I
wanted to be a youth
minister when I grew up.
Unfortunately, that didn't
happen. But then my
husband and I moved to
Lake Jackson, and God
put His plan and my
former plans in action.
I had the most amazing
summer working with the
youth at our church, and
thank God so much for
His incredible wisdom
and love. When Kim
asked me to stay on as
the ‘youth ministry
assistant,’ I felt honored
and overjoyed. Thank
you all so much for your
support and love!”

My husband and I remodeled our laundry room over the Labor Day weekend. He came in and asked
me how the painting was going and I said, “Great, I think that painting is like serving God.”
1.

Anyone can paint – My kids were begging to help me paint this weekend. While the help
didn’t last too long, they did want to be involved. Anyone can serve God, whether it’s a little
child or an adult. There are different opportunities and different ways to serve.

2.

Not many supplies are needed to paint – In general, you just need some brushes, paint and a
pan to paint a wall. To serve God, you need a willing heart, some prayer and possibly a little
guidance from someone. If you want to volunteer with any ministry, you will be equipped by
the staff and by God. I can vouch for that.

3.

It’s impossible to paint without getting a little paint on you - It’s really hard to paint without
getting some on you (or all over you in my case). Serving God is not easy. Just look at the
story of Jesus. While serving, you might not always get a thank you or you might not feel
appreciated by the kids or youth or adults that you’re serving. But usually the little bit of
criticism that you have to endure is well worth teaching kids or working with the youth or the
smile on someone’s face when you’ve helped them. The paint that’s on you never matters
when you see the finished room.
And the most important way that serving God is like painting is:

4.

We all know how one simple coat of paint transform an entire room. One person can also
change someone else’s life. Get out there and serve God. And when you finish painting the
laundry room, remember that the dining room probably needs some painting, too.
Thank you for supporting me while I was on staff at Cornerstone and now
I’m going out to serve in some different ways. See you and God bless you
all. Signing off as Director of Family and Children’s Ministries…Kim

**So happy to be “Signed on” as Youth Director now
at First UMC**
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First Youth and First UMC is hosting

Faith in Action
Friday, October 28 - Saturday, October 29
(6pm to 9pm Friday and 7:30am to 7pm Saturday)
7th-12th Graders Welcome & Adult Volunteers Needed
Kitchen Help is also needed
Initiating our newest Youth MemWorship with Wes and Chris
Initiating our newest Youth MemWorship
with Wessign
and up.
ChrisIf you haven’t registered yet, go to bers
We already have several adults
and students

www.faithinactionofbrazosport.org
Worship with Wes and Chris

bers

Initiating our newest Youth Members

On our way to UM Army
On our way to UM Army

October Youth Schedule
5th & 6th
Demolition
Demolition
Darla
DarlaSchedule
October

Graders

On our way to UM Army

Oct 2 - Woodlake Nursing Home - 5-7pm
Meet at the youth center
DRIVERS NEEDED

Oct 9th - Movie and Lunch in the Youth Center
Noon to 2:15Demolition
for God’s Not Dead 2
Darla

Oct 23rd - Reflection Time with Confirmation Mentors will be offsite - details coming in an email soon

Lauren & Chris at their worksite in
Lauren & Chris at their worksite in
Dew, TX
Dew, TX- 3-7pm
Oct 9 - Lasertag

Meet at the youth center
DRIVERS NEEDED
$10 per person
Oct 16 and Oct 23 - 5-7pm
Carpenter’s Hands Project
Meet at the church garage for a very
special project
CHEFS NEEDED
Oct 30 - Fall Festival Help - 4:30 to 7pm
in Wesley Hall

2016 Confirmands and Mentors
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The purpose of the Women’s Ministry here at FUMC is to foster relationships among the women of our church
through fellowship events, missional outreach and spiritual growth opportunities. We invite you to join us!

Friday, October 28 @ 5:30pm

Phat Boyz in Richwood
Contact Mary Helen Israel at
297-6968 or
mh-israel@sbcglobal.net

Women’s group meets in Wilson Parlor
1st & 3rd Sundays
5:15pm
Childcare available

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY

CIRCLE MEETING at CARRIAGE INN

October 26 - 11AM
at the home of

3rd Monday of each month

Linda Neumann
132 Lily

9:30AM

If you like to knit or crochet, join us to make
prayer shawls for folks who are sick, lonely, or
just need a reminder of God’s love.

Do you enjoy an “old-fashioned” ladies
circle meeting? If so then join us. Contact
Karen Bowman, KRNbowman@comcast.net

blneumann@hotmail.com

“CRAFT -N- CROP”
Monday, October 10
ASBURY ROOM
10:30AM - 3PM
MOM’S PRAYER GROUP
Every Monday (during school year)
9:30am Wilson Parlor

If you like to sew or scrapbook, bring your
own project and enjoy fellowship as you work
with friends.

“All you need to bring is a prayerful heart.”

Contact Amy Haase, amyehaase@gmail.com

Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good. His faithful love endures forever.
Give thanks to the God of gods. His faithful love endures forever.
Give thanks to the Lord of lords. His faithful love endures forever.
Psalm 136:1-3
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A message from….

Honoring Your Pledge to the Church

As we roll into the fourth quarter of 2016, take a moment to make sure your
giving is on track to meet your pledge to the church by year-end. Our ministries
thrive thanks to faithful and generous givers like you.
There are many ways to fulfill your pledge other than cash gifts. Consider gifting stock, real estate
or royalties, or transferring a portion of your IRA. There are many options that offer tax benefits to you
and immediate income to the church. For more information, contact the church office or our financial
partner, Heartspring Methodist Foundation, at 713-533-3780, 800-521-9617 or

office@heartspringmethodist.org.

Finance Committee Update

2016 Communion Offerings

Amount Given

January — Pastor's Discretionary Fund

$

673

February – Freeport Port Ministry

$

703

March - UMCOR

$

997

April - UM Army

$ 1,227

May - Golden Cross

$

631

June - Prison Ministry

$

604

July - Crystal Crafters

$

724

August - Habitat for Humanity

$ 2,957

September - Back Pack Buddies

$ 1,575

October - Society of St Stephen

Brazos Mall 979-297-4002
Bring in your church
bulletin on Sundays or
Wednesdays to receive
10% off your bill
AND
Our church can get back
another 10%!
Just ask your server
for more details.

November - Food Basket
December - Christmas Offering
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Have you ever wished you could memorize scripture?
Then you will love the Word by Heart workshop:

Saturday, October 29, 2016
10am - 2pm
Wesley Hall
During this Saturday workshop, B.J. Johnston will teach students how to use the memory techniques.
Participants will leave having memorized a minute-and-a-half story - or about three-quarters of a page from the gospels.
Anyone can use the memory techniques, from children up to grandparents, B.J. said. One of his favorite
students was a 76-year old man who had trouble remembering where his keys were but was still able to
memorize 90 minutes of scripture.
Memorizing scripture and retelling it like a story is important because similar to oral tradition - the way that
culture, tradition, legacy and family history has passed on for generations, Johnston said. Students will be able
to share the story in a way that makes it really come alive. For more information and videos about Word by
Heart, visit www.wordbyheart.org.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 30, 2016
9am & 11am
Through the powerful medium of drama THE MAN FROM ALDERSGATE with BJ
Johnston, brings to life John Wesley and his dynamic ministry. Using Wesley’s own
words, Johnston tells how Wesley’s faith in Jesus Christ sparked a revival that
changed the history of England and America. Wesley exhorts his audience to
embrace a more disciplined life of faith through teachings from the Word of God.
John Wesley, born in 1703, probably did more to promote holiness than any other
figure in English history. You will experience the life and times of the man who rode over 250,000 miles on
horseback to bring spiritual renewal to the English-speaking world. The play is largely compiled from the direct
words of John Wesley found in his journals.
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“Serving & connecting families to Christ through
family-oriented activities”

“MYSTERY GAME NIGHT”

“PIZZA, GAMES &

Join us to solve the mystery of

MISSION BLESSINGS”

Pastor Lynne’s missing item.

NOVEMBER 4

Dinner and drinks will be provided.
Bring a dessert to share!

6pm to 8pm
Wesley Hall

OCTOBER 14
6pm to 8pm

This evening we will be sorting
all donated items into bags/

Wesley Hall

boxes in preparation for delivery to the Brazoria County

Admission is free!

Women’s Center.
At this event, we will be collecting basic hygiene
products for the Brazoria County Women’s Center.

“DINNER & MOVIE NIGHT”

Donations of any of the following items

would be greatly appreciated:
Shampoo

Toothpaste

Conditioner

Toothbrushes

Body soap

Dental floss

Socks

Deodorant

DECEMBER 2
6pm to 8pm
Wesley Hall
Dinner &
hot chocolate
will be provided!

Sport bras
A collection bin will also be located in the

Wear your pajamas!

Narthex during the month of October should
you wish to bring items at other times.

Fun for the whole family!
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First Church strives to be like Jesus!



Praising God!



Teaching God’s Word!



Loving One Another!



Strengthening Families!



Sharing the Good News!
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