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When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through
the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you. (Isa 43:2)
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Goodness. We have certainly lived out that promise as a church family in these past few
weeks, haven’t we? To my knowledge, only 7 of our church families had significant water
damage in their homes. When we think of the devastation that Harvey inflicted, and how
much more damage could have been done, we are grateful.
Many of you have asked what we are doing and how you can help in the recovery efforts. Let
me begin by asking that you please read the weekly email blasts and our Facebook page as
that will be our primary means of communication in this effort.
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The situation is still fluid as I write this, but for now, this is the way things stand:


We have partnered with the Willow Drive Baptist church to provide volunteers to staff
their shelter. Their shifts are 5 am to 11 am; 11 am to 5 pm; 5 pm to 11 pm; and 11 pm
to 5 am. They expect to keep the shelter open through Friday, September 15th. If you
can help, please text me at 903-746-7205 and I will send you their volunteer link.



We offered the Annual Conference space for their flood relief staging area. That is still
pending.



We are also offering our building to Foundation Preparatory school on MWF to use for
classes while their facility gets back up and running. Please plan to enter our building by
the office doors for the next couple of weeks so we can insure the safety of the students.



As far as the cleanup efforts go, we are organizing teams to go out and help, beginning
with our church members in need. If you can help please let the church know of your
willingness and times you are available.



Financial Peace University was postponed one week, from September 13th to September
20th. If you would like to take this life-changing course, there is still time to sign up.
Check the church-wide email or call the church office.

God bless you all for your heart, your prayers, and your service. You continue to amaze me!

Lynne

9/20 - Financial Peace
University classes
begin

Other planned activities
(ie: Joy Ministry Fun Friday,
Family First Friday, etc.) have
been cancelled due to the
recent storm, and many of
our members are assisting
others with cleanup of
flooded homes during this
time. Please keep all flood
victims, volunteers, first
responders and all city and
county leaders in your
prayers.

SEPTEMBER 1:
Pat Diehl
Gene Parks
Bob Seiwell
Sharon Zimmerman
Kathleen Connolly

SEPTEMBER 8:
Freddy Benn

SEPTEMBER 2:
Kevin Anderson
Wayne Harrison
Pamela Brandt

SEPTEMBER 12:
Grayson Tummins
Bill Biggs
Frances Parks

SEPTEMBER 3:
Linda Neumann

SEPTEMBER 14:
Duane Boston

SEPTEMBER 4:
Mary Funderburg

SEPTEMBER 15:
Kaden Schuelke

SEPTEMBER 22:
Jackie Brewer
Cole Luster
Kim Copeland
Chris Copeland

SEPTEMBER 5:
Phyllis Motes
Bryan Hoskins

SEPTEMBER 18:
Steve Strong
Barbara Miller

SEPTEMBER 23:
Barbara Cuneo
Louise Carter

SEPTEMBER 9:
Sue Wood
Robert Hazlitt

SEPTEMBER 19:
Ann McClendon
Collin Pelton
Fran Leatherwood

SEPTEMBER 24:
Casey Brandt
Jean Good
Elizabeth Diehl

SEPTEMBER 20:
Dr. Donna Baker

SEPTEMBER 25:
Barbara Faseler
Robert Aycock

SEPTEMBER 21:
Robert Orr
Barbara Davis

SEPTEMBER 27:
Myong Coogle
SEPTEMBER 30:
Sue Scott
Ida Pearl Rotureau
Sarah Richter

Do you have a student in
college this year?

SYMPATHIES ….

If so, please contact the church office and
provide their mailing address so that we can be

On the death of:
ELEANOR WALKER

sure to include them when devotionals, brownies

Condolences can be sent to her daughter:

year.

and other items are mailed throughout the school

Cathleen Harwell
18826 E. Josey Overlook Dr.
Cypress, TX 77433
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Newest members of our FUMC family…

Janice Day

Nancy McGaugh

(pictured above with husband, Randy,
who is an LJFUMC member)

God promises to make something good out of the storms that bring devastation to your life.
Romans 8:28

“Serving & connecting families to Christ
through family-oriented activities”

Here are a few pictures from our family pool party last month!
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Children’s Ministry
First United Methodist of Lake Jackson
S E P T E M B E R

2 0 1 7

Friendship
TALK ABOUT IT
 What makes someone a good friend?
 What does it mean
to accept a friend
 When a friend hurts
you, how do you
respond?

In the midst and aftermath of Hurricane
Harvey, we are truly
experiencing a new
depth in our relationships.
Neighbors are reaching out to neighbors,
and strangers are
reaching out to
strangers.
Never before have I
seen such beautiful
displays of what Jesus

called on us to do. In
John 13:34 Jesus said:
“I give you a new
command. Love one
another. You must
LOVE one another, just
as I have loved you.”

We will learn to
recognize the qualities
God desires for friendship: acceptance,
forgiveness,
encouragement &
love.

As our children
‘restart’ the school
year, we will focus on
friendships. We will
learn from one of the
most famous friendships in the Bible:
David and Johnathan.

Coming Up

Fall Festival
October 29th
5 PM– 7 PM
*volunteers needed for
planning, set-up, and
take down.
Contact
Lindsay Pulido
979-997-9657
Unlikely friends share a bed in a time of need.
Wild deer and wild pigs are not usually
‘buddies.’ The animals have been rescued since
the time of the photo.
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Children’s Ministry
I am so excited to announce
that Mike Hankinson
(pictured left with his wife,
Misty) has graciously
accepted a Sunday School
teacher position!
He will be teaching with
Beverly Barnhart in the
3rd-5th grade class.
Welcome to the
Children’s Ministry
Mike!

Looking Back

Leading Children’s worship

Summer of Missions
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September 2017

SUNDAY NIGHT
YOUTH SCHEDULE

Kim Copeland - Youth Director youth@ljfumc.org
youth@ljfumc.org
youth@ljfumc.org
youth@ljfumc.org
youth@ljfumc.org
Vannysa Vega - Youth Ministry Assistant vannysa.rojas@gmail.com
832-741-3932
832-741-3932
832-741-3932
832-741-3932

Teaching Students to Serve
Our September and
October schedules
will include Youth
Center Time,
Orchard Work at the
Food Basket and
hopefully a nearby
road trip for fun.

Thank you to the Hewett family who called the church office
and asked our youth to come help clean their yard. Also, thank
you to the other six families who allowed our youth to come
out and help clean their yards after the storm. Thank you to
our UM Army friends who gave us an address to do flood cleanup in Dickinson. Thank
you to the parents who came with their kids and drove others around. Thank you to
our church for helping me teach our students to serve with a grateful heart.
Here’s what some of our parents and leaders have to say about our kids.

However, all
activities will
depend on our
opportunities to
continue helping
with cleanup after
Hurricane Harvey.

Hurricane Harvey has really shown the empathy our youth feel for those who are
suffering. Instead of wanting to be at home enjoying their ‘break’ from school, they are
taking every opportunity to help the community and be God’s hands and feet
……..Vannysa Vega

Please look for
emails and check our
Facebook site
regularly for
updated schedules
and service
opportunities.

This church is consistently teaching our youth to get out and do for other people. I love
that. Even in this difficult time, they can see that God works through people...and
sometimes they are those people that God is using. It is important and it is truly
heartwarming to see…..Mike & Misty Hankinson

I loved seeing God’s love through the hands of the kids. They showed the true meaning
of putting others before themselves……..Dodi Harvey

First Youth
Lake Jackson
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UM Army
Scholarship

Worship with Wes and Chris
eventsWorship
are with Wes and Chris

5th & 6th Graders - All
3:45 to 4:55 in Wesley Hall

Initiating our newest Youth MembersYouth MemInitiating our newest
bers

Congratulations to Christian Lee, the first
recipient of the Nabors UM Army scholarship.
Christian received the $500 scholarship for
attending 5 UM Army mission camps with
First Church.

September 24th - Submerged in
Bubble Wrap
October 8th - Submerged in Crafts
October 22nd - Submerged in Leaves

On our way to UM Army
On our way to UM Army

Summer Youth Donations

Our youth had a goal of raising $250 this summer through their tithes and donations. They
exceeded their goal and turned in $268, which our youth leaders will match. Half will be

donated to our Carpenter’s Hands ministry and half will be donated to the Food Basket.

August Brownsville Trip

Lauren & Chris at their worksite in
Dew, TX

Our youth trip to Brownsville was very successful.
We had 3 adults and 10 students with us. We
attended worship, Sunday School, and Youth Group
with First UMC Brownsville. We spent several hours
cleaning and sorting at Good Neighbor Settlement
House. We also spent time with Vannysa’s

grandparents and we ended with a great day at
Schlitterbahn on South Padre Island.
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Our goal is to promote growth opportunities for women in our church through
spiritual, service, and social activities.

GIRLS’ NIGHT OUT

Women's Ministry Dinner

Friday, September 22 5:30pm
Main Street Steakhouse in Danbury

Sunday, September 24, 5PM
Asbury Room

Contact Mary Helen Israel, 297-6968 or
mh-israel@sbcglobal.net

Join us as we share a meal,
enjoy fellowship and help
us shape this ministry into
God's instrument for the ladies
in our community of believers.

CIRCLE MEETING at CARRIAGE INN
3rd Monday of each month 9:30AM
Contact Phyllis Motes, 297-5296

LADIES COVENANT GROUP
1st & 3rd Sundays
5:30pm in Wilson Parlor
Childcare available

MOM’S in PRAYER GROUP
Every Monday
(during school year)

9:30am

Wilson Parlor

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY

MINISTRY MEALS
The FUMC Women’s Ministry has created “ministry
meals” for individuals and/or families who are in
need of a meal. Call the church office for more
information.

3rd Wednesday of each month 11AM
Contact Linda Neumann

blneumann@hotmail.com

Lift up those in need with food,
love, and prayer!
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Beginning date has been changed to September

20th

Smart Money Smart Kids—The exciting new class for
parents, based on the #1 New York Times best-selling book!

Smart Money Smart Kids (1 hr), 6 week class
NOTE: FPU is a prerequisite
https://www.smartmoneysmartkids.com/classes/1044107

Financial Peace University (1.5 hrs), 9 week class
http://www.fpu.com/1044106

Smart Money Smart Kids (1 hr), 6 week class
NOTE: FPU is a prerequisite

Financial Peace University (1.5 hrs), 9 weeks class

SWEET VOICES CHOIR
All boys and girls in Grades 3-6 are invited to join us!

Tuesdays

3:45pm - 4:30pm

Asbury Room

Snacks will be served at 3:45pm; singing begins at 4:00.
Directors are Laura Mays and Misty Hankinson
For more information, call Laura Mays at 979-297-2823 or contact the church office.
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Here at FUMC - LJ, we
The flooding resulting from Hurricane Harvey is
unprecedented and has displaced thousands
of Brazoria County citizens. We believe Jesus
is present in this situation and responds to our
prayers for protection and provision. We are
praying and we are also providing support to
our friends and neighbors who are without
shelter and other daily provisions.

are collecting donations
for LOCAL relief efforts.
Please make your checks payable to

FUMC - LJ or make donations online
via Heartspring. Be sure to specify

Let us know about your needs or your
willingness to help using by clicking one of
three categories available on our website ORGANIZATIONS

VOLUNTEER

“Local Flood Relief Efforts” or “Pastor’s

Fund Flood Relief Efforts” when making

REQUEST AID

these donations.

www.BCrecovertogether.org
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A message from….
Beneficiary giving: Remember the Church
Did you know that you can support your church and favorite charities with a
beneficiary gift? Insurance policies, retirement plans, IRAs and other accounts
ask you to designate a beneficiary. You choose the person(s) and/or institution(s)
that will receive all or a percentage of the account value after your death. Adding your church as a
beneficiary can be a great way to give. For more information about beneficiary giving, contact Heartspring
Methodist Foundation 713-533-3780, 800-521-9617 or office@heartspringmethodist.org.

2017 Communion Offerings

Finance Committee
Update
Stewardship Report as of
8/31/2017
Budget needs weekly .......... $13,565
Budget needs to date .......... $470,251
Budget receipts to date ....... $440,239

Amount Given

January — Pastor's Discretionary Fund

$

February – Freeport Port Ministry

$ 1,058.00

March - UMCOR

$

April - Easter Offering

$ 13,045.00

May - Golden Cross

$ 1,160.00

June - Prison Ministry

$ 1,028.00

July - Habitat for Humanity

$

979.00

August - Crystal Crafters

$

688.00

September -UMCOR/TAC/LOCAL Flood Relief

$ 5,279.00

339.00

738.65

October - Society of St Stephen
November - Food Basket
December - Christmas Offering

Brazos Mall 979-297-4002
Bring in your church bulletin on
Sundays or Wednesdays to receive
10% off your bill and our church can
get back another 10%!
Just ask your server for
more details.
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Phone: 979-297-3046
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E-mail: ljfumc@ljfumc.org
Visit us online - www.ljfumc.org
Pastor:

Dr. Lynne Settlemyre pastor@ljfumc.org
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Rev. John Settlemyre johns@ljfumc.org
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Lindsay Pulido children@ljfumc.org
Youth Director:

Kim Copeland youth@ljfumc.org
Choir Director:
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Address Service Requested
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First United Methodist Church
404 Azalea St.
Lake Jackson, TX 77566
www.ljfumc.org

See information on page 9 to sign up today!

First Church strives to be like Jesus!



Praising God!



Teaching God’s Word!



Loving One Another!



Strengthening Families!



Sharing the Good News!
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