
I want to share with you 

something that the Holy 

Spirit has placed on my 

heart.   

Through the years I have 

heard about school  

shootings in our nation 

and have been shocked 

by the horror of it. Iôve 

run through the gamut of 

emotions when some-

thing like that happens.  

Iôve felt sad, angry,   

helpless and scared. My 

heart has broken for the 

families and communities 

who lost their children to 

violence. Iôve prayed and 

cried and longed for a 

world where something 

like that canôt happen. 

But when the shooting 

took place in Santa Feé

just 35 miles from Lake 

Jacksonéin a community 

where I, and many of 

you, knew children who 

were running from the 

gunshots to safetyéwell, 

that did it. I knew I had  

to stop wishing for a   

different world and start 

working for one. But, 

how to act and where to 

start.  

I remembered that the 

way the government   

determines how many 

prison beds will be    

needed in 20 years is by 

looking at the statistics 

for how many children 

canôt read at grade level 

in the 4th grade. Isnôt  

that shocking? It doesnôt 

mean that if you canôt 

read in the 4th grade 

youôll end up in prison, 

but that the numbers so 

closely correlate that this 

statistic is the one used  

to project the prison    

population! Who ever 

dreamed you could do 

prison ministry by     

helping a child learn to 

read!! 

So, I followed the Spiritôs 

direction and got in touch 

with BISD. I asked how 

we as a church can make 

a difference for the    

children of our com-

munity and learned that 

BISD is way ahead of 

me. There is a program 

called ñLoving BISDò in 

which churches are 

paired with schools to go 

in and volunteer with the 

students and teachers to 

help the school succeed. 

 

(See SCHOOLS continued on page 2) 
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If you have a birthday this month and do not see your name listed, please call the church office so we can update your record. 

Wouldnôt it be amazing 

if, because of our witness, 

one of those kids felt  

welcome in our         

Childrenôs Ministry? 

And, though weôll never 

know it, wouldnôt it be 

something if, because we 

help a child, we change 

the course of history and 

end up living in a world 

where school bullying 

and shootings canôt    

happen? 

Jesus said, ñLet the    

children come to me.ò  

But sometimes, in order 

for the children to come, 

we have to GO. 

O. M. Roberts on      

Plantation is one of the 

few schools which has 

not yet been adopted. I 

was asked if we would be 

willing to partner with 

them, and, knowing your 

heart for ministry and the 

Spiritôs call, I said, 

ñYES!ò 

So hereôs the plan. I am 

putting together a task 

force to meet with the 

school and determine 

what we can offer and 

how we can best help.  

Please pray about   

whether or not God is 

calling you to serve on 

that task force, and let  

me know. We will be 

meeting soon. 

(SCHOOLS continued from page 1) Wouldnôt it be something 

if, because we DID 

SOMETHING for O. M. 

Roberts Elementary, their 

reading scores improved?  

Wouldnôt it be something 

if, because we sat with 

children for İ an hour a 

week and listened to  

them read, we formed 

relationships of trust and 

openness with families 

who need to know they 

are not alone? And,    

although we canôt 

ñevangelizeò in the 

school setting, the best 

witness is being present 

in the lives of others and 

allowing the Holy Spirit 

to work through us. As 

St. Augustine said, 

ñPreach the gospel   

wherever you go. If you 

have to, use words.ò 

Youôll be hearing more 

about this ministry in the 

weeks to come. Mean-

while, please keep this 

ministry opportunity in 

your thoughts and     

prayers. 

God bless, 

JULY 15
th

 



Mike Hilliard , 

passed away on 

June 30
th

.  

Condolences 

may be sent to his sister 

and brother - in - law, Trena 

& Paul Moses , 109 Hyacinth 

St., Lake Jackson, TX 

77566.  

Please keep this family in 

your thoughts and prayers 

during this difficult 

time.  

Sympath ies  

Memor ia ls  

Donation received in memory of: 

Carolyn Pruett 

Given by:  

Ralph & Becky Hendricks 
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Do you have news you would like 

to share in our monthly newsletter?  

Contact the church office at 

ljfumc@ljfumc.org or 979-297-3046 
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Some fun ways to 

keep the kiddos   

entertained in our 

area ð  

Cornerstone church of 

the Nazarene in LJ -     

Fellowship, Fun & 

Fireworks Sunday 

July 1 @ 6PM  

****  

Rolling River Rampage 

VBS July 16 - 19th 

5:30 - 7:30 PM (here!)  

****  

First United Methodist 

of Freeport -  

Kingdom Kids Sports 

& Faith Camp -     

July 28th at 1 - 3PM  

 

Much Love,  

Lindsay Pulido 

 

 

Sometimes at this 

point in the summer  

we can find ourselves 

struggling to keep 

bored kids enter-

tained. Siblings have 

had more than 

enough time together 

and the strain of  

togetherness is   

taking its toll on 

everyone.  

I read a story     

recently about a Mom 

who was at her wits 

end about halfway 

through dinner.    

After cooking a nice 

meal that was met 

with complaints and 

being a referee  

during less than   

appropriate dinner 

conversations, this 

Mom did something 

we all want to do -  

she declared an   

immediate bedtime. 

Without any concern 

for the time of day 

or how far the sun 

had dipped, she sent 

her kids to bed! This 

is what she said, òGo 

sit on your beds and 

moan, for the Bible 

says the Holy Spirit 

will lift up prayers on 

your behalf if all you 

can do is moan. So, 

the Holy Spirit will 

be tucking you in  

tonight. I am done!ó  

Havenõt we all felt 

that exhausted, 

overwhelmed and  

totally empty as  

parents? This is  

when we need a 

òMommy (or Daddy)

time -outó. When we 

feel like we are   

totally depleted, we 

must remember God 

is our portion. When 

our kids see us    

refueling with some 

quiet Jesus time, 

thatõs a beautiful 

thing!  

Remember this  

scripture and that 

summer does come to 

an end...eventually.    

My flesh and my 

heart my fail, but God 

is the strength of my 

heart and my portion 

forever. Psalm 73:26 

Coming Up 

July 14th         

VBS Decorating Day 

@ 9AM 

July 16 - 19th        

VBS 5:30 - 7:30PM 

July 20th         

VBS Clean-Up @ 9AM 

July 21st              

Sunday School kids 

perform VBS song @ 

9AM service  

August 10th       

7pm -  9pm        

Family First            

Pool Party              

Lake Jackson outdoor pool   
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Our Elementary Sunday school kids are still working hard on memorizing 

the books of the  Bible. Our goal is to make it through the Old Testa-

ment before school starts. So far we have practiced the first 14 books 

and the kids are doing great!  

Preschool sweeties are continuing their study of Moses. They have learned all 

about baby Moses and recently discovered how God spoke to Moses through a 

burning bush. They had a blast creating their own burning bush. Next, they will 

learn about Mosesõ journey to setting Godõs people free from Pharaoh and the 

parting of the Red Sea.  

Sequencing Books of the Bible   
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 July & August  

Sunday Night  

YOUTH 

SCHEDULE 

7th-12th Graders 

 

WELCOME to Bryson Wintjen 

As I was looking at our youth group students for next year, I saw a real 

need to have a male college student helping us on Sundays. With Bryson 

staying around to go to Brazosport College for a year, the timing worked 

out perfectly for him to be our college youth assistant. 

Bryson has been very active in our church and youth group. He served 

as youth council president and regularly led studies, events and           

devotionals. He attended UM Army five times and received both the    

Nabors scholarship and the Perry Scholarship this year. He has been a 

positive influence on many of our students. Bryson will now have the   

opportunity to be a mentor to our high school males and to continue to 

grow in his faith as part of our youth ministry staff. 

In His Service,  Kim 

A Note from Bryson:  I am excited to be 

the new college youth assistant because I 

wouldnôt be so involved in the youth group if 

it was not for Weston Scott when he interned 

(in 2015). I hope that I am able to be a great 

role model and leader in faith just as he was 

for me. As a great guy I know always says, 

ñYouôre only as good as what you do next.ò 

Bandera/San Antonio Trip 

Part of our youth group will be in Bandera and San Antonio from July 28th 

through 31st. We will worship with Bandera UMC, do some mission work and 

spend a day at Fiesta Texas. Please keep us in your prayers as we travel. 

July 15th 

Slip and Slide Kickball 

5-7pm 

 

July 22 

Wake Nation Floating 

Obstacle Course 

Time TBD 

 

July 29 

No Sunday Night Youth 

(due to Bandera/San 

Antonio trip) 

 

Aug 5 

Movie Night in the Youth 

Center 

5 - 7pm 

 

Friday,  Aug 10  

Church-Wide Pool  

Party at the  

LJ Outdoor Pool 

7-9pm  

 

Aug 12 

No Sunday Night Youth 

(due to the Friday night 

pool party) 
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UM Army Pictures 

UM Army was such a successful and 

fun week. There were 9 work teams 

from   Lake Jackson, Pearland and 

the Woodlands that completed 15   

projects (most were huge projects) in 

the Beaumont/Nederland/Port Arthur 

areas. Our students built ramps, porches, 

painted homes and trim and put up drywall. 

Thank you for all your support in getting us 

there and your prayers for a safe and suc-

cessful week. 

Our College and Young Adult Bible study continues on Sunday mornings 

at 10am. We are currently studying the gospel of Mark.   

Friends are always welcome. The group is being led by both Vannysa  

Vega and the college students.    

Classes begin on Sunday mornings at 10am (for 6th graders and any 

older students that have not been confirmed) after school starts.    

Confirmation Sunday will be December 2nd. 

Submerge will begin after school starts on the 2nd and 4th Sundays 

from 3:45 to 4:55. Submerge  is a faith and fellowship ministry for our 5th 

& 6th graders.  Friends are welcome too! 



For more information, contact 

Heartspring Methodist Foundation 

713-533-3780, 800-521-9617 

or office@heartspringmethodist.org. 

One of the easiest ways to     

encourage charitable giving in 

your family is to set up a do-

nor advised fund (DAF). Your 

gift to a DAF now will offer an          

immediate tax deduction this 

year as well as a place to in-

vest gifts your family plans to 

make to the church or other 

charity in coming years. DAFs 

are easy to set up and easy 

to operate.  

Use Donor  Advised Funds for  Fami ly  Giv ing  

Stewardship Report as of 

6/30/2018  

Budget needs weekly .......... $      13,372  

Budget needs to date .......... $    347,650  

Budget receipts to date ....... $    329,627  
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      2018 Communion Offerings  Amount Given  

January ñ Pastor's Discretionary Fund   

$    1,453  

February  ð Freeport Port Ministry  

$       688  

March  -  UMCOR 

$    2,132  

April  -  Easter Offering  

$  10,824  

May -  Golden Cross  

$       633  

June  -  Prison Ministry  

$       557  

July  -  Habitat for Humanity  

$       775  

  

       

 Brazos Mall  979 -297 -4002  

Bring in your church bulletin 

on Sundays or Wednesdays to     

receive 10% off your bill and 

our church will get back   

another 10%!  

Just ask your server for  

more details.  



Society also helped this client with    

a partial payment for her state car 

inspection, license plates renewal, 

and insurance. She continued to  

work as much as possible while 

also applying for full-time jobs. She 

hoped to have enough money to 

move into affordable housing.       

Unfortunately, in February, her car 

broke down and was unrepairable.    

At that time a family member 

agreed to let our client move in  

until August, and could only      

provide occasional transportation 

for her to get to work. She received 

her last paycheck this week and will 

have no income this summer. She 

continues to search for jobs, but 

now has no transportation to get to 

work, and, in August, will once 

again be homeless. She remains 

hopeful, however, and is reading 

the Psalms to help her stay positive. 

She attends a Bible study when  

possible, and is working with True 

to Life Ministries and the Society of 

St. Stephen.  

 

 Our client desperately needs a car!  

If anyone has a car they would like 

to donate to our client, True to Life 

Ministries will accept the car as a 

donation and provide the paperwork 

for income tax deductions. For 

more information, please call the 

church office and ask to have a  

Society of St. Stephen member  

contact you.  

 

Please join us in continued prayer 

for this client! 

 

The Society of St. Stephen is a 
group of people from the First  
United Methodist Church, 
Chapelwood United Methodist 
Church, and Christ Lutheran 
Church who are committed to 
providing emergency or temporary 
assistance to local people in need. 

Please read the   

entire case below as 

we have a client 

with a critical need! 

 

Back in December,  

the Society of St. Stephen received a  

request - from a concerned church 
member - to help a homeless woman 

who was living in her car. Several of 

our Society members met with the 

woman at the library where we 

prayed with her and helped her     

prioritize her needs. We immediately 

assisted with food and water, referred 

her to other Christian organizations in 

our area, and assured her Society 

would be there to give her a hand up. 

Our client is a part of the working 

poor in our area. She has a part-time 

job substituting with the school     

district, but was not making enough 

money to afford housing. Her car was 

her lifeline because she lived in it, 

and she could use it to travel to and 

from work. Society members        

continued to call and check on her 

and also provided blankets and food 

during the cold weather. 

Socie ty  o f  St .  Stephen  
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Did you know the answer to last 

monthôs library trivia question? 

Ý This librarian worked at the 

Library of Congress before  

becoming one of the most   

influential people in the US 

in the 1950s and 60s. Who 

was he?  

 1. John Kennedy 

 2. Lyndon B. Johnson 

 3. J. Edgar Hoover 

 4. Martin Luther King 

 

Answer: J. Edgar Hoover worked at 

the Library of Congress for four 

years to pay for his education.   

Serve one another in love. 

Galations 5:13 


