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HOW ELSE WILL THEY KNOW? 

 
One of my colleagues in ministry tells about a Sunday School class attended 

by his 4-year-old daughter Michelle. She learned that the fish was an early 

symbol of the church, and when placed on the door of a house it designated 

the meeting place for Christians.  Michelle brought home proudly two fish 

she had made, and insisted that they be placed on the front door. When it was 

explained to her that the rain and wind would take them down, she cried, 

"But how else will people know that I'm a Christian?" 

 

Good question, isn’t it?  How will people know that we are Christians?  It’s 

certainly not by the way we dress or the work we do.  It’s not by where we 

live or the cars we drive.  Perhaps they can tell by the words we use or the 

jokes we (don’t) tell.  But how will they know we are Christian? 

 

The simple answer, of course, is put so well in the words of the popular 

song, “They’ll Know We Are Christians By Our Love.”  That may be the 

simple answer, but it’s certainly not easy!  Sometimes it is so difficult to 

love…especially when our patience is being tried or we’re exhausted or 

things aren’t going our way.   

 

But the good news is that through the power of the resurrection, the Risen 

Christ lives within us, giving us the patience, the strength, and the grace to 

love even in the most difficult of circumstances.   

 

This week, don’t just put a fish on your door…put the love of Christ in your 

heart.  They’ll know we are Christians…by our love. 

 

Grace and Peace, 

Lynne 
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APRIL 1: 
Debbie Smith 

 
APRIL 2: 

Tommy Kerr 
Jerry Higgins 

 
APRIL 4: 

Margaret Sharp 
Jeanne Connolly 

 
APRIL 5: 

Madison Helmintoller 
 

APRIL 6: 
Sidney Helmintoller 

 
APRIL 7: 

Andrew Anders 
Tom Patterson 
Gabriel Reyna 

 
 
 

 
APRIL 8: 

Sandra Matula 
Janice Seidule 

 
APRIL 9: 

Ron Mertz 
 

APRIL 10: 
Sharon Doerr 

Jacob Broaddus 
 

APRIL 11: 
Tiffany Mixon 
Wade King 

Toni Galloway 
 

APRIL 12: 
Cindy McCoy 

 
APRIL 13: 

Alicia Reyna 
 
 
 
 

 
APRIL 14: 

Becky Wanieck 
Roberta Hemphill 

 
APRIL 15: 

Lynne Settlemyre 
 

APRIL 16: 
Richard Wood 
Mark Strong 

Ron Bachman 
 

APRIL 17: 
Eleanor Walker 

 
APRIL 18: 

Margaret Brewer 
 

APRIL 19: 
Benny Howard 

 
APRIL 21: 

Bethany Hankinson 
Noah Hankinson 

 

 
APRIL 22: 

Cody Orr 
Laney Spoonemore 

 
APRIL 24: 

Ariel Connolly 
 

APRIL 25: 
Betty Petersen 

 
APRIL 26: 

Emily Grady 
 

APRIL 27: 
Pat Patterson 
Greg Cannon 

 
APRIL 28: 

Carolyn Morrison 
 

APRIL 29: 
Hannah Chang 

  in     April 

  Newest members of the FUMC family… 

   

  Sandra Matula                         
      March 1, 2015 

  
   
 
     

        Christopher Warren 
                                     March 1, 2015 
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 M E M O R I A L S 

BOB BRYANT 
Given by: 

Doty Warms 

Donations have been received in memory of: 

JOHN CARTER 
Given by: 

Cindy Snelgrove 
Esthermae L. Rooke 

MAUNDY THURSDAY 
Special Tenebrae Service 

April 2   7PM 

EASTER SUNDAY 
April 5 

9AM or 11AM 

“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth 
into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead."                          1 Peter 1:3 

This year’s Easter offering is 

dedicated to support the 

summer ministries for chil-

dren and youth at FUMC.  

Look for the special Easter 

offering envelopes in the 

pew pockets of the Sanctu-

ary and the Chapel. 

If you would like to take home an 

Easter lily on Easter Sunday, please 

pick up AFTER the 11am service or 

by noon on Monday. 
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Upcoming Events: 

April 12 - the Sweet 

Voice Singers      

(grades 3 - 6) will be    

performing at the 9am & 11am services. 

Come hear the sweet sounds! 

 

April 17 - Fun Friday -  

JOY Ministry    6pm - 9pm -     

JOY rooms 

Parents, mark your calendars for a night 

out!! 

 

May 3 - VBS Training & Banquet  

Wesley Hall  12- 2pm meal provided 

- ALL VBS VOLUNTEERS -  

come experience Jesus’ time period and 

receive the required Safe Sanctuary 

training. In VBS this year, we will be   

exploring Jesus and His hometown of 

Nazareth.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There will be awesome marketplace 

shops where kids will get involved in 

making things from Jesus’ days. Anyone 

interested in volunteering, please plan to 

attend this training session. We need 

carpenters, bead makers, synagogue 

school teachers, oil makers, and much, 

much more! 

 

June 8 - 12 - Lakeview District 

Choir Clinic 

Come learn about music with all your 

friends from our church district. 

 

June 22 - 26     

Vacation Bible School: 

Hometown Nazareth 

Come find out about how Jesus grew up! 

 

July 6 - 10 Lakeview  District 

Summer Camp 

Come have fun with others from our 

church district. 

Fun - Games - Swimming - Bible Study  

SUNDAY SCHOOL            for children of all ages! 
Sunday mornings 10am - 10:50am  

(nursery provided 9am - 12noon) 
  

Ages 2 - 4 - meet in Room 5 of the Preschool wing 

Grades K - 1st - meet in Potter’s Place room located in Children’s wing 

Grades 2nd & 3rd - meet in Room 29 Children’s wing 

Grades 4th & 5th - meet in the Adventure 45 room located in Children’s wing 
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  Peace is... What Jesus came to do for us. 
  Peace is not... Winning an argument 
  Peace is... Living in a caring way for others 
  Peace is not... Doing things just for yourself 
  Peace is... Building relationships through trust 
  Peace is not... Fighting 
 
Peace costs something. It takes time, swallowing our pride, and walking away without proving 
we are right. In the Bible, Paul says: So let us do all we can to live in peace. And let us work 
hard to build each other up.  (Romans 14:19) 
 
Come join us as we explore some Bible stories that tell HOW & WHY we should live in peace. 
 
Week 1- Easter. Jesus' death & resurrection. Colossians 1:20/ 3:15 
 Bottom Line- When God sent us Jesus, He proved he cared for us. 
 
Week 2- Isaac settles in his father's land.  Genesis 26 
 Bottom Line- Prove you care about others by walking away from a fight. 
 
Week 3- Story of 2 brothers: Jacob and Esau    Genesis 27 
 Bottom Line- Prove you care about others by letting go of "what's fair" 
 
Week 4- King David becoming angry with a man who treated his soldiers wrong. 1Samuel 25:1-35 
 Bottom Line- Prove you care about others by being part of the solution. 
 
Making peace with others means that they matter more than the argument or other things. 
Let's learn to make peace a priority! Jesus would want you to do that. He was a peacemaker! 
 
Praising God Always, 
 
Kimberly Bowers 
FUMC -LJ 
Children's Ministry Director 

Peace- What it is... What it is not 

SWEET VOICES  

CHILDREN’S CHOIR 

Wednesday afternoons 

3:30pm - 4:15pm 

Asbury Room  

Grades 3rd thru 6th 

SUNDAY SCHOOL SINGERS 

 

Sunday mornings 

10:00am - 10:20am 

Chapel 

Grades K thru 3rd 
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We used a video Bible study 

called “The 24 Hours that 

Changed the World.”   

 

SUNDAY NIGHTS:   In March,  

the youth made Easter yard 

crosses,  played dodgeball,  as-

sisted with a Children’s Ministry 

event,  had a Bible scavenger 

hunt, and did yardwork for a 

family in need.   

 

 

 

 

NO YOUTH GROUP ON EASTER 

SUNDAY NIGHT 

 

youth@ljfumc.org 

832-741-3392 

We are First Church and  

now our youth group is 

First Youth.  Our new logo 

is above.  We also have a 

new name for our Sunday 

Night Ministry.  It is IGNITE.  

(The new logo is coming 

soon.) 

 

One of our missions will be 

to ignite the love of Christ 

in the hearts of others and 

to keep it burning strong in 

our own hearts, too.  At 

least once a month,  we will 

have an activity where will 

share Christ’s love through 

our words and actions with 

others and get them excit-

ed about God’s love.  We 

will live to ignite people’s 

hearts all around us with the 

Holy Spirit. We’ll start with 

the Confirmands on April 

12th. 

 

The food and fun will contin-

ue on Sunday nights, too. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  In March 

in Sunday School,  the youth 

were studying Jesus’ last 

hours before the crucifixion.  

Each month,  I will spotlight a 

youth member for a special ac-

complishment.  Our spotlight 

for April is on Cody Orr.   

Cody has been attending First 

Church since he was born.  He 

is very active in the youth group 

and is currently a sophomore at 

Brazoswood HS.  He is a re-

ceiver on the football team and 

also works part-time. 

 

When we were thinking of a 

name for the youth group,  Cody 

would not give up on IGNITE.  

He is designing the new logo for 

it, too.  He is passionate about 

doing service work through the 

youth group and helping others.  

He’s a hard worker and  was the 

first to pick up the nail gun when 

we were making the Easter 

crosses.   

He’s a great role model.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks, Cody, for our new Sun-

day night ministry name. 

First Youth IGNITE 

April Youth Spotlight - Cody Orr     

Microsoft  
Y O U T H  N E W S L E T T E R  

K I M  C O P E L A N D —

F U M C  Y O U T H  

D I R E C T O R  U P C O MI N G  

E V E N T S :  

April 5 Easter Sunday  

No Youth  

on Sunday night  

Enjoy the Family Time 

 

April 12th  

IGNITE with the  

Confirmands 5 to 7 

 

April 19th  

Area-Wide MYF 

Evening in the Park in 

League City 4:30 to 8 

  

April 26th  

Jesus Crusade 5 to 7 

 

May 3rd - Game Night 

ICE theme 5 to 7 

 

 **May 3rd will be a great 

night to pack the youth 

center with your friends 

 

The youth will be honor-

ing YOU in May.  More 

details are coming soon.  

Who won the Bible 

scavenger hunt?  The 

girls, of course.   

 

Way to go Lauren,  Dar-

la and Becca.   Thanks to 

KayKay for planning the 

hunt. 

6 
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The 5th & 6th graders at FUMC are always up to something good 
(and having fun along the way)! 
 
In March, the Submerge group spread God’s love around church and 
the neighborhood with sticky notes.  Did you find one?  What a blast!  
They also helped Mrs. Kim Bowers with the Rock and Roll Easter 
event and had their own special egg hunt with Jesus Christ as the 
ultimate prize. 

 
We have a few more fun things on the calendar before school is out. Remember that Submerge rests 
during the summer and we’ll start again in August.   
 
Don’t miss these dates: 
 
Sunday,  April 12 - 3:45 to 4:55 - Submerged in Glitter and Glue 
 
Sunday,  April 26 - 3:45 to 4:55 - Submerged in the Theater 
 
Sunday,  May 17 - Time TBA - Submerged in Holy Water 
 
If you have a 5th or 6th grader, or just want more information,  please send an email to Kim Copeland 
at youth@ljfumc.org 

 
 

Confirmation News 

 
Our confirmands continue to meet every Sunday at 10am. Some of the guest teachers in April include Lynne 
and John Settlemyre. There are also a few special events for the group. Please mark your calendar for: 
 
Sunday, April 12 from 5-6pm  
 when the Confirmands join the youth group 
 for some activities 
 
Sunday,  May 24th at 9am 
 for Confirmation Sunday 
 
Sunday,  May 31st from 5-7pm  
 for a Confirmand and Youth Banquet 
 
Please keep the Confirmands, their mentors and teachers in your prayers. 

If you have a graduating Senior this year, please contact the 
church office as we are currently planning a special recognition 
service and other activities for Senior Sunday, May 17. 

mailto:youth@ljfumc.org
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FUMC MISSIONS & MINISTRIES 

 
Last month’s issue of the Messenger contained a listing of areas in which to serve here at 
FUMC. Here are a few more opportunities where additional volunteers and participants are   
always welcome… 
 
Get involved…. 
Become a part of a team that is passionate about connecting people to God and others. Our ministry teams strive to provide hospitality 

and a welcoming environment to everyone who walks through the doors at FUMC - Lake Jackson. 

 

Intercessory Prayer Ministry 

Every Tuesday, the Chapel at FUMC is open from 9am to 8pm for people to come and pray for those in our congregation and our community, 

(friends, family members, and others), who are ill, have experienced the death of a loved one, or who have other needs. Prayer cards are provided 

on the altar of the Chapel during this time for people to sign. These cards are then mailed each week to the individuals and/or families to show them 

that people care and are praying for them. If you would be interested in volunteering to help in this ministry, please contact Mary Helen Israel. 

 

Stephen Ministry 

This ministry is the recruiting, training, commissioning, and supervising of congregation members to provide one-to-one Christian care to persons in 

need. Stephen ministers typically are assigned one care receiver at a time and meet with that person for about one hour each week. The needs of 

care receivers may include divorce, loss of loved one, hospitalization, terminal illness, loneliness, relocation, unemployment, retirement, empty nest, 

and other life transitions. A Stephen Ministry training class is being planned for this fall; watch for details TBA at a later date. For more information or 

to volunteer, please contact Phyllis Motes or Karen Bowman. 

 

Children’s Ministry 

Jesus said, “let the children come to me.” - Luke 18:16 

Volunteers are always needed for the very active children’s program at FUMC. A few of the regular activities are as follows: 

 Sunday School - classes are offered for ages 2 and older and meet each week at 10am. 

 Children’s Church - every Sunday morning during the 9am worship service for children ages                5 years to 3rd grade.  

 Vacation Bible School - each year during the summertime, the VBS program uses themed lessons for children to share in a week of 

learning about Jesus through drama, games, crafts, worship and fun! All children, from preschool age to 4th grade, are welcome to attend; our FUMC 

youth and adults leading the way for this fun-filled week. 

Anyone with a passion or talent for working with children is asked to contact Kimberly Bowers for more information. Volunteers are always needed to 

teach a class, supervise a group during activities, assist with Bible lessons, games and crafts, or to simply show the children of FUMC that they are 

special and God loves them by being present at one of the many activities throughout the year! 

 

Lost and Found Men’s Prayer Breakfast 

Every Friday morning at 6am, this FUMC men’s group meets in Wesley Hall for a time of prayer, discussion, study and, of course, breakfast! The 

group discusses spiritual and practical issues for men in the church and often uses videos and other resources to stimulate the discussions. If inter-

ested in becoming a part of this special group of FUMC men, contact Andy Wheeler. 
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"Everyone can be great  

because everyone can 

serve. You don't have to 

have a college degree to 

serve. You don't even have 

to make your subject and 

your verb agree... You only 

need a heart full of grace… 

a soul generated by love." 

—Martin Luther King, Jr. 

FUMC MISSIONS & MINISTRIES (continued) 
 

Hospitality Bread Ministry 

John 6:35 reads: Jesus replied, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to Me will never be hungry again”. Years 

ago a group of FUMC women took this verse literally to heart and the Hospitality Bread Ministry was born. Both 

men and women alike are involved in this special ministry and their mission is to provide a small loaf of bread, with 

a Bible verse, to every first-time guest at all three services on Sunday mornings. On a regular Sunday, there are 8 

loaves on hand to give away; more are made available for special services and other occasions. The fresh baked 

bread never goes unused. If you have a servant’s heart and enjoy baking and/or greeting people, this opportunity 

is for you. Please contact Mary Florence Platt for more information. 

 

Courtesy Valet Parking Ministry 

For  those who have difficulty walking in to the church from the parking areas or if inclement weather is present at 

the times for church services, this group of volunteers is available to assist people with entering the building and 

parking their cars; anyone needing help should come to the drive-thru area adjacent to the Chapel and/or the 

Sanctuary, depending on the service being attended. If you need assistance or if you are interested in providing 

assistance in this manner, please contact the church office during regular business hours for more information. 

Our valet program is underwritten by our insurance company. 

 

Ladies’ Circle - Carriage Inn 

On the 3rd Monday of every month, a group of FUMC women meet at the Carriage Inn and provide a Bible Study 

and refreshments for people who reside at that location. If you have an interest in working with the elderly, enjoy 

leading Bible studies for groups, or if you would like to provide refreshments on occasion, please contact Phyllis 

Motes for more information. 

 

School for Little People 

The School for Little People is designed to create an environment which enables children to express their own 

creativity and grow in the knowledge of who they are in relationship to God, family and others. The School for 

Little People is a Christian preschool sponsored by FUMC yet many denominations are represented because all 

are welcome. If you have a child, infant or toddler up to 4 years of age, please contact Miranda Corn, SLP Direc-

tor, at 979-297-3641 for more information. 

 

 

“FUMC is a place where you can truly belong! Whether you are just beginning to explore the faith or 
have been a Christian for a very long time; whether you have stayed on the fringes of church life in the 
past or are already involved in ministry; FUMC is a church family that values you. As a community, we 
care for one another, knowing that through our ministry, we experience Christ’s presence among 
us….We long to provide an opportunity for everyone who joins us to live out and share their gifts of 
time, talent, and treasure. As you read the descriptions of our many ministries, please consider sharing 

your gifts from God by joining one or more of them.” 

       Pastor Lynne Settlemyre 

 

 

For more information on these and other volunteer opportunities currently available, please contact the 

church office. YOU are needed! 

Volunteers don’t 
always necessarily 
have the time, but 
they always have 
the heart!  
 
 

We        our  
volunteers! 
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MEXICO MISSION TRIP - SPRING 2015 

During the week of Spring Break, seven of our FUMC 

family members traveled to Mexico to provide assistance 

to the Guerrero Clinic. John Settlemyre was among the 

seven and shared the following: 
 

“We spent four days at the Guerrero Clinic performing eye 

exams on some 200 people, as well as providing eye glasses 

for most of them. Some were scheduled to come back in a 

couple of weeks when the next mission team will perform 

eye surgeries. We served multiple populations including Mex-

ican, Mennonite, and Tarahumara Indians. One doesn’t ex-

pect to need Dutch and German translators in the middle of 

Mexico! 

 

The Guerrero Clinic provides eye, dental and other medical 

care to the indigent people within the state of Chihuahua and 

other parts of Mexico. All patients are treated at no charge to 

them. The clinic was told that it provides approximately 60% 

of the indigent care in the state of Chihuahua.  The Rotary 

Clubs in our area and in Guerrero provide much of the fund-

ing and other support for the clinic; however, it owes its      

existence in-part to the congregation of FUMC-LJ.   

We provided much of the vision and support in the crea-

tion and continued success of the clinic. 

 

We were reminded of the miracles of sight that Jesus 

performed long ago and were excited to be part of simi-

lar miracles preformed today. The tears of joy when the 

elderly man was told that his cataracts could be re-

moved were touching.  The squeals of excitement when 

the little girl got her first pair of glasses and could see 

clearly for the first time were priceless. 

 

Unlike our Lord, we were not able to restore sight to all 

who came to us.  However, we took heart in the 

knowledge that God’s grace is sufficient for all. Those of 

us who went on this trip are especially thankful to the 

congregation whose generous support of the Christmas 

offering made the trip possible.” 

Thank you to Kye Han Lee for providing the photos 

shown above! 

Pictured (left to right): Christian Lee, John Settlemyre, Luis Cabrera (Foundation Director), 

Michael Lee, Tom Pruett, Nadine Womack, Kim Lee, and Kye Han Lee 
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Let's extend a warm welcome to Jordan Goldman, as he joins our 

church and our staff as Director of Contemporary Music. He 

is originally from Brooklyn, New York and has lived in Texas for 8 

years. His wife, Yvonne, grew up in Lake Jackson, and they now 

live here with their two young sons, Archer and Garrison, who 

both attend the School For Little People. Jordan comes to us from the Deer Park 

United Methodist Church where he served as Worship Leader. 

 

 

 

Friday, April 24 

Location and Time TBA 

For more information and/or reservations 

time, call Mary Helen Israel @297-6968 

or email mh-israel@sbcglobal.net 

 

 

 

 

Every Monday  

(during school year)  

 1:30pm     Wilson Parlor 

All you need to bring is  

a prayerful heart. 

 

 

 

 

11AM 

4th Wednesday of each month 

at the home of Linda Neumann 

132 Lily 

 
 

ONLINE GIVING 
 

 
We’ve recently established an online account for han-
dling stock transfers and credit card contributions to the 
church.  

 
Watch for more details coming in the very near future! 

All men are invited to 

join in for a time of 

food, fellowship, study 

and prayer! 
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PERIODICALS 
#954360 

LAKE JACKSON, 
TX 77566 

First United Methodist Church 

404 Azalea St. 

Lake Jackson, TX 77566 

 

Phone: 979-297-3046 

Fax: 979-299-6612 

E-mail: ljfumc@ljfumc.org 

 

Visit us online - www.ljfumc.org 

 

Pastor: 

Dr. Lynne Settlemyre - 
 pastor@ljfumc.org 

 

Administrative Pastor - 

Rev. John Settlemyre - 
 johns@ljfumc.org 

 

Children’s Director: 

Kimberly Bowers - 
 children@ljfumc.org 

 

Youth Director: 

Kim Copeland - 
 youth@ljfumc.org 

 

Choir Director: 

Laura Mays  
 

Contemporary Music Director: 

Jordan Goldman 
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404 Azalea St. 

Lake Jackson, TX 77566 
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First Church strives to be like Jesus! 

 Praising God! 

 Teaching God’s Word! 

 Loving One Another! 

 Strengthening Families! 

 Sharing the Good News! 

2015 FUMC Spring Market Days 
 

Friday and Saturday, April 17 & 18 
8am - 2pm 

 
*drop off dates:    

 Sunday, April 12   (9am - 12:30pm) 
 Monday-Thursday, April 13 - 16 (9am -2pm) 
                       

For heavy item pick up, call the church office, Delia Hoskins 979-299-6876, 
Sandy Reinhart 979-297-2553 or Kim Lee 979-665-1575 


