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THE LORD IS RISEN!

In his book Some Things Are Too Good Not to be True, Jim Moore
tells the story of a woman named Carol. He says:
Carol was the organist at her church. She was an outstanding
musician, but she did something no organist should ever do.
She overslept on Easter morning and missed the service.
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She was so embarrassed! Of course, the minister and the
church forgave her. They teased her about it a little, but it was
done lovingly and in good fun. However, the next Easter, her
phone rang at 5:00 in the morning. Jolted awake by the loud
ringing, she scrambled to answer it. It was the minister, and
he said, "Carol, it's Easter morning! The Lord is risen! ... And I
suggest you do the same!"
The message is clear: We too can be resurrected. Christ
shares his resurrection with us. He rises, and so can we. We
too can have new life. We too can make a new start. We too
can rise out of those tombs that try to imprison us!

Children’s Ministry Events…..4
Message for Children .….......5
Youth/Submerge News ......6/7
Women’s Ministry …….…......9

Don’t Miss It!
 VBS Training Meetings
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 New Stephen Ministers
announced (page 3)
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On March 27 we will join Christians around the world celebrating not
only that Jesus rose from the dead, but that through Him we have
new life, new hope, abundant life right here and now. And that’s a
message the whole world needs to hear.
Do you know someone who needs to “rise”? Invite them to worship
with us. And let Jesus do the rest!

Schedule of Activities (page 8)
 Easter Lilies (page 8)
 Guide Book Info (page 10)
 Announcement for Called
Charge Conference (page 10)
 A Message from Heartspring
(page 11)
 Finance Committee &

God Bless,

Lynne
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MARCH 9:
Trevor Andrews
MARCH 1:
Doris Munson
Vernon Long

MARCH 10:
Nancy Smith
Kyla Klehm

MARCH 4:
Darrell Copenhaver

MARCH 11:
Olivea Suazo
Patty Hazelrigg

MARCH 5:
Wilda Guess
MARCH 6:
Harold Bitter

MARCH 12:
Mary Helen Finley
John Motes
Frances Snelgrove

MARCH 7:
Jo Carol Conway
Ethel Tracy

MARCH 13:
Connie Courtney
Zeke Wintjen

MARCH 8:
Jennifer Johnson

MARCH 14:
Carl Spoonemore
Ken Kelley
Amy Whitehead

MARCH 15:
Ethan Lackey
Lettie Abel
Dr. Richard Hosack
Wendell Kirk
George Franklin

MARCH 23:
Mike Pope

MARCH 17:
Joshua S. Johnson

MARCH 25:
Dorothy Strate
Mary Jo Hosack
Mike Hampy

MARCH 18:
Andrew Hazlitt
Breanna Duarte
MARCH 20:
Bryson Wintjen
Jeanette Sciba
MARCH 21:
Kim Lee
MARCH 22:
Chloe Taylor

MARCH 24:
Jay Gibson
Sonya Kim

MARCH 26:
Vickie Denning
MARCH 28:
Craig Seiwell
Debbie Kerr
Patsy Hewett
MARCH 31:
Jay Whitehead
Floyd Johnson

JULY 11 - JULY 15
Vacation Bible School at FUMC - “Cave Quest”

Adult Volunteer Training
April 17 - 11am or 12:15pm
May 22 - 11am or 12:15pm

Teen Volunteer Training
July 11 (time TBA)

Everyone who plans to volunteer for VBS MUST attend one meeting. Come learn about this
year’s program. VBS activities and class lesson plans will be distributed.
Safe Sanctuary training is required of all volunteers and will be provided during each session.
Contact Kimberly Bowers for more information.
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SYMPATHIES……….
On the death of:

MARY JANE MUNSON HIRSCH
Condolences can be sent to her brother:

Thurmond A. Munson
120 Huckleberry Dr.
Lake Jackson, TX 77566

Congratulations to Alicia & Robert Reyna on the birth
of their new son, Elijah, born February 23, 2016.
Proud big brothers are Joel and Gabriel.

MEMORIALS ……….

Donations have been made to FUMC in memory of:
GLADYS SHIPMAN
by:
Sandra Stevens

MARVIN MERCHANT
by:
JoAnn Collier

Stephen Ministry is grounded in Jesus’ command to love one another. Through one-to-one caring
relationships, those who are hurting, confused, stressed, lonely or in one of life’s transitions receive support.
A Stephen Minister is a lay person who has received 50 hours of training on how to provide this
care and support. “The Art of Listening” and “Confidentiality” are the cornerstones of the Stephen Ministry training.
The Stephen Minister visits with his/her care receiver weekly to listen and encourage. Caring relationships last as
long as needed - two weeks or two years.

A Stephen Minister is not meant to replace your friends, family, counselor or pastor. A Stephen Minister is extra
support in special times.
If you or someone you know is interested in being assigned a Stephen Minister or if you would like more information, please call the church office at 297-3046 or Phyllis Motes at 297-5296.
to the following FUMC members who have recently completed the required training and
certification for becoming a Stephen Minister:

Kelly Colosimo

Sharon Doerr

Darryl Copenhaver
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Fran Leatherwood

MARCH 19

Wesley Hall

9AM - 11AM

We will explore what Easter is really about!
All children, age 2 thru Grade 4, are welcome!
Youth (5th grade and up) are needed to serve as
helpers! Please sign up with Kim Copeland or Kimberly
Bowers.

MARCH 20 - WAVING OF THE PALMS!
All children are invited to join in the Waving of the

Palms during the 9AM and 11AM services. Meet in
Wesley Hall 15 minutes before each service and we
will then walk to the sanctuary together.
Parental assistance is requested for this activity.

JUNE 6 - 10
Choir Camp at Lakeview
JUNE 27 - JULY 1
South District Church Camp at Lakeview
Register online for each camp at www.lakeviewmcc.org
Contact Kimberly Bowers for more information.
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Hope and the Message of the Gospel
In John 16:33, it says we are going to have trouble in our time on Earth, but let's be encouraged.
“I have won the battle over the world.” Jesus said that many years ago, during His life, death,
burial, and resurrection. He gave us hope... HOPE is believing that something good can come out
of something bad. That's hard to understand but it is so true!
Maybe someone we care about moves away or dies; Or we get a bad report from the doctor;
A child gets bullied; Someone gets a divorce; Life just doesn't go our way.
Even when you think your life is dark because of what's happening- God is with you to give you
light. God loves you and is in control! He will turn your darkness into light!
Week 1- John 11 Lazarus' death

Bottom line: whatever happens, God gives us power

Week 2- John 14-16 Last conversations Jesus had with His disciples
Bottom line: whatever happens, God is always with us
Week 3- John 18-19 Jesus was worshipped in Jerusalem
Bottom line: whatever happens, God is at work
Week 4- John 20:1-18 Jesus is alive

Bottom line: whatever happens, God loves you

We have hope because....
What Jesus said about heaven
What happened at the resurrection
God's story is much bigger than we think
Jesus promised He would always be with us.
May you remember HOPE this Easter!
Praising God Always,
Kimberly Bowers
Children's Ministry Director
First United Methodist Church

Looking for nursery workers who are dedicated, love children, and want to
share God’s love with children, birth to age 5.
Applications and guidelines are available in the church office. Contact Nancy
Astello - Nursery Coordinator @ 720-982-9813 for more information.
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February
Fundraising
Sub Sales &
Pancake Supper
Thank you to everyone
that supports our
youth. We raised over
$1100 for UM Army
fees and over $400 for
our December Angel
Tree Project.

March 2016
K I M C O P E L A N D
Y O U T H D I R E C T O R

youth@ljfumc.org
youth@ljfumc.org
832-741-3932
832-741-3932

Saturday, April 2
Engage Youth Conference in Galveston
8:15am to 9:15pm
On Saturday, April 2, our 7th through 12th graders are invited to attend the Engage
Youth Conference that is hosted by Moody Memorial First UMC in Galveston. This
is an all-day event with worship, praise and mission work around Galveston. There
will be worship on the beach, music led by Thad Brown of Katy and several mission
events. The mission breakouts will include causes like clean water, serving veterans,
serving the homeless, and serving the police. There will also be time for games,
fellowship and food. Visit www.engageyouthconference.com for more information.
Contact me at youth@ljfumc.org for signup information. We are asking students to
pay $20 to cover your food. T-shirts are also available for an extra $15.

Thank you to Joe Morris and Bruce Neumann for helping us with our Easter
Cross Project. Thank you to Bob Seiwell, Kyehan Lee and Serena Andrews
for teaching Youth Sunday School. Thank you to Harry Sargent, Kim Lee,
Kim Cannon, Bob Seiwell , Becca Moore and Tiffany Deatley for helping
with the pancake supper. Thank you to Debbie Wintjen and Mary Helen
Israel for helping with youth dinners this month.
Sunday Night Youth Events: (7th - 12th Graders)
March 6: Putt Putt in Galveston: Drivers Needed - 3:30 to 7pm
March 14th: Skating - Skating from 3-5pm
March 20th: Easter Outreach Event
March 27: Easter Sunday - No Sunday Night Youth Group
April 2: **Engage Youth Retreat**

April 3: Engage Youth Saturday - No Sunday Night Youth Group
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Youth Easter Cross Project
Our youth are busy working on Easter crosses again. This year,
they are made from reclaimed wood. Some will be left natural
and some will be painted purple. All crosses will have “He Is Risen” on one side so you can turn them around on Easter morning
and share the great news of our savior, Jesus Christ. We’ll be
delivering these to shut-ins and then giving away any that are
left at church in early March. If you know of someone that would
appreciate one of these crosses, please email me at
youth@ljfumc.org.

Confirmation Camp Pictures
Eight of our 6th grade confirmands were able to attend camp at Lakeview in February. They had a
great time. Please keep them all in your prayers as they finish these last few months of their
Confirmation classes. Continued thanks to Christy Cameron and Sharon Zimmerman for being their
teachers and their camp counselors. Thank you to all their mentors, too.

March Submerge Events:
March 13 - Skating - Meet at the rink at 1pm and skate until 3
March 19 - Easter Family Event - Come at 8:45am to help and have fun
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“Striving to serve & connect people to Christ
by providing opportunities for families
to grow stronger!”

MARCH 4

6PM - 8PM

Wesley Hall

GAME NIGHT
Bring your favorite board games and a snack to share! Pizza will be provided!

APRIL 1

6PM - 8PM

Wesley Hall

MOVIE NIGHT
Bring desserts to share! Popcorn will be provided!

MAY 6
FAMILY COOKOUT w/BOUNCE HOUSE FOR KIDS
Watch for more details to be announced soon!

JUNE 3
POTLUCK/SOCIAL NIGHT
Watch for more details to be announced soon!

Everyone is invited to come join in the fun at these activities!

(nursery will be provided)

We will be decorating with lilies again this year to beautify
the sanctuary on Easter morning. If you are interested in
donating a lily plant in honor or in memory of a friend or loved
one, please complete the form that will be provided in the
Sunday bulletins or contact the church office. Cost per plant
is $12. The deadline for ordering is Sunday, March 13.
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The purpose of the Women’s Ministry here at FUMC is to foster relationships among the women of our church
through fellowship events, missional outreach and spiritual growth opportunities. We invite you to join us!
March Event

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
March 23 11AM
at the home of

Date, Time & Location TBD

Linda Neumann
132 Lily

Contact Mary Helen Israel at
297-6968 or
mh-israel@sbcglobal.net

If you like to knit or crochet, join us to make
prayer shawls for folks who are sick, lonely, or
just need a reminder of God’s love.

blneumann@hotmail.com
CIRCLE MEETING at CARRIAGE INN
9:30AM
3rd Monday of each month

“CRAFT AND CROP”
March 14 10:30AM
ASBURY ROOM

If you like to sew or scrapbook,
bring your own project and enjoy fellowship
as you work with friends. Contact Amy Haase,
amyehaase@gmail.com

Do you enjoy an “old-fashioned” ladies
circle meeting? If so then join us. Contact
Karen Bowman, krbowman@comcast.net

Every Monday
(during school year)
9:30am Wilson Parlor
All you need to bring is
a prayerful heart.

Women’s group meets in Wilson Parlor on 1st
& 3rd Sundays at 5:15PM
Childcare available

Do you know of a family in need of meals? Remember,
our Women’s Ministry has made “ministry meals”. They
are located in the Wesley Hall kitchen.
Lift up those in need with food, love and prayer!
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There will be a called Charge Conference on Sunday, March 6 at
2PM in Wesley Hall, for the purpose of recommending Justin
Mikulencak for ordination.
The March Administrative Board meeting will follow immediately
thereafter.

Guide Book & Directory
Advertising Opportunity
We are in the process of updating our annual Guide Book & Directory for the church. This book will contain everything pertinent to our
church: the various ministries, organizations, committees, activities, functions and events plus a complete directory of all members.
This book is being provided and direct-mailed to each family at no cost to our church, and it is again being subsidized by local businesses that advertise. If you own or manage a business and would like to find out about advertising in our book, please call our church
office by March 23rd.
Recent survey results by Guide Book Publishing show that 92.1% of families would rather patronize a Guide Book & Directory advertiser over a non-advertiser. It “will pay” to advertise in our new Guide Book & Directory.

Update Membership Information
Does our Church database have YOUR family membership record correct?
Here is your chance to update YOUR record for our annual Guide Book & Directory (if you haven’t already done so).
It is time for us to update our database with any changes, additions, or deletions that may have occurred in YOUR family over the past year.
Have you changed your phone number? Have you moved? Are you preparing to move soon? Are all of your children still at home and
are they all included in your membership record? Do you want your record published?
If you have not already informed the Church Office about changes to your record, please let us know now so that the information in the
Guide Book & Directory is correct. The Church Office number is (979) 297-3046.

10

A message from….

Honor God by Giving Back

Winston Churchill once said: "We make a living by
what we get. We make a life by what we give." This
year, consider honoring God by volunteering your time and talents to various
projects around the church, or donating to a purpose or cause close to your
heart. Our financial partner, Heartspring Methodist Foundation, is available to
discuss your ideas and to help make them happen. Contact them today at
713-533-3780, 800-521-9617 or office@heartspringmethodist.org for more
information on how you can support the church or other favorite charity.

A Note from Your FUMC Finance Committee
As you can see, we are off to a good start in
2016. Your faithful, financial, and prayerful
support continues to provide for the ministries
of FUMC and the community in which we
serve.
Blessings!

2016 Communion Offerings

Amount Given

January — Pastor's Discretionary Fund

$ 673

February – Freeport Port Ministry

$ 703

March - UMCOR
April - UM Army
May - Golden Cross

June - Prison Ministry
July - Habitat for Humanity
August - Crystal Crafters
September - Back Pack Buddies
October - Society of St Stephen
November - Food Basket
December - Christmas Offering
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First Church strives to be like Jesus!



Praising God!



Teaching God’s Word!



Loving One Another!



Strengthening Families!



Sharing the Good News!
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