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Becoming relentlessly outward focused 

 
   Do you remember the song, “The night the lights went out in Georgia?”  

Well, most of us who were at worship at FUMC will remember “the day the 

lights went out in worship.”  The sermon had barely begun when the lights 

went out.  And now that I have lived through that, I keep thinking of Psalm 

139: 11-12. 

   If I say, “Surely, the darkness shall cover me and the light around me 

become night,” even the darkness is not dark to you; the night is as bright 

as day, for darkness is as light to you. (NRSV) 

    In the darkness of the Sanctuary and of Asbury Hall, the Holy was 

present.  Perhaps that was our “nudge” during the 10:30 hour… No matter 

what circumstances or distractions the day or the world throws at us, the 

living Christ still brings light to every dark heart, every dark corner, every 

dark moment. 

   It was January of 1973.  I went back to Atlanta following Christmas break, 

broken and depressed.  I shared a house with three other women who were 

also seminary students, but they wouldn’t return for a few more days.  That 

night came the ice storm of the century for Atlanta.  The entire city was 

without power.  The cold and darkness and broken down trees matched my 

mood. I had a broken heart, doubted God, couldn’t pray , and believed I 

should drop out of seminary.  The lights went out in Georgia.   Then friends 

and housemates began arriving. (The lights came on at my house sooner 

than others.)  There was food and laughter and my heart began to heal.  I 

began to recognize the presence of the Holy in the presence of friends. 

    Leonard Sweet says, “To be a witness, you have to have witness.”  How 

often light has come into my world through the “witness” of another.  I can 

only hope there are a few people walking around whose darkeness was 

broken by my “witness.”  When I became hopelessly inward focused on all 

that was dark, my friend 

Bonnie Ogie remained 

relentlessly outward 

focused, detected my 

lifeless attitude, and 

created a party of 

“witness.” 

    Will  you witness by your 

withness this week? 
 
 

Brenda 

I ssue  29   
Sep t em ber  10 ,  2012  
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https://www.facebook.com/MaryvilleFUMC


The “feasting” has begun 
 

When James proclaimed that our “faith without works is 
dead” what exactly did he mean?  That’s just one 
question young adults examined last week as a new 
Sunday school class kicked off here at FUMC.  
 
 The discussions are just getting started, so feel free to 
join them in room 128.   If you have any questions call 
or e-mail Asa at 982-1273 or rev.asa.lee@gmail.com.  
You can also join the discussion by joining n the Young 
Adults of Maryville FUMC group on Facebook. 
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Sunday Commitments for September 16 , 2012 

Prepare for Worship 
Proverbs 1:20-33 
Psalm 19 (UMH 750) 
James 3:1-12 
Mark 8:27-38 
 
Greeters: 

 8:15 Morning Glory 

Rex &Marilyn Davis 
Phil & Amy Large 

 10:30 Sanctuary 

Glenn & JoAnn Doig 

 10:30 The Crossing  

Josh & Julie Elder 
Russ & Callen Parsley 
 
Acolytes: 
Ashten Nickerson 
Elizabeth West 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kids Own Worship  
Pre-school – 
Mike and Janel Nocton 
Elementary – 
Michael & Susan Best 
 
Transportation for 
Shannondale:  
Glenn Doig 
  
Transportation for Asbury: 
September: None Needed 
 
Staff on call:  
Please contact  
Brenda (414-8493) 
or Larry (414-8494) 
Parsonage (233-2712) 

Appreciation for art 

 
As you roam the halls of the church you will notice new works of 

art. This new collection is the fifth since the program started.   

 

Thanks to all the artists who have loaned their works.  Please take 

time to enjoy these new additions. 

 

Starting the week of September 23rd Jan Jennings will be leading 

an art appreciation course created by Professor Sharon Latchaw 

Hirsh, an internationally recognized scholar in Western European 

art.  

 

Days and times to be announced.   
For more information contact  

Jan at 977-1389.  

New opportunities for worship 
The First College Ministry offers area students a place to 

worship in a relaxed set-
ting. The new service 
kicked off on September 
6th and continues  
Thursday nights at 7:30.  
 
A new banner placed just 
outside Asbury Hall greets 
visitors, while a simple 

stage and chairs inside set the stage for a service filled with 
music and time to praise God!   
 
Please spread the word about this exciting new ministry. 
For more information contact Michael Funderburk at (865) 
982-1273, ext. 116 or mfunderburk@fumc-maryville.org  

 
MEMORIALS/HONORARIUM 

Memorial Fund 
 

In Memory/Honor Of  Given By 
Marion Maples   Hope Lewis 
Anne Lambert   Shannondale Resident  
    Council 

Welcome Table! 
This ministry was recently  

featured in The Daily Times. It 
continues running strong. 

  
 In July 758 people were 

served and in August 1037 
people came to the table! 

mailto:rev.asa.lee@gmail.com
mailto:mfunderburk@fumc-maryville.org
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Imagine if you can ...                                        

Imagine! In Africa every 60 seconds one disease takes 
the life of a child.  
Imagine! Knowing more than a million people in Africa 
die from this same disease every year.  
Imagine! A mosquito carries the death warrant for these 
people.  
Imagine! The disease leaves you with symptoms similar 
to the flu but is exacerbated one hundred times.  
Imagine! Living in a world with Malaria and having no 
access to vaccinations or affordable treatment. 
 
    It is difficult for many of us to imagine living in a world 
with this kind of threat. Malaria was eliminated in the U.S. 
in the 1950's.  
    This illness has plagued humanity since the time of 
King Tut, and while much of the world rarely considers the 
prick of a mosquito's needle, for those living in Africa it 
can mean painful sickness and possibly the end of life. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    The United Methodist Church has made a promise to 
help eliminate Malaria in Africa by 2015 through a $75 
million initiative.  

Dealing with malaria first hand 

    Even with safeguards malaria can strike just 
about anyone.  That is certainly the case for mis-
sionaries serving in places where the disease is 
prevalent. 
    Gene and Frances Lovell were both born in the   
former Belgian Congo where their parents served as 
missionaries.  They attended the same boarding 
school.    
    Even with the anti-malarial drugs mission workers 
had to take, both of the Lovells ended up contracting 
the mosquito borne illness. 
    "When malaria hits you feel like you have a terri-
ble case of the flu," said Frances.  "People who have 
it repeatedly have long term effects." 
   Such was the case for Gene who came down with 
malaria when he was a teenager. 
   "I developed a sufficiently bad case of malarial in-
fection that led to an enlarged spleen, " Gene said. 
"My parents were faced with having to send me to 
the USA so that I could recover." 
    Gene was treated by a missionary doctor with 
considerable experience treating the disease.  He 
received massive doses of anti-malarial drugs be-
fore he was ordered to leave the Congo. 
     "After returning to the USA to attend college,  

I continued to take anti-malarial drugs for several 
weeks before becoming malaria free,” Gene  
explained.  “I have not had any further issues." 
     Frances said everyone slept under the mosquito 
nets and spent limited time outdoors after dark, a 
time when mosquitoes are very active.  "We were 
privileged, we had mosquito nets," she said.  Still 
those precautions were not enough to save her 
mother Bessie Carper who died from cerebral  
malaria at the age of 39. 
    "Daddy stayed in the Congo," Frances explained 
adding that her dad eventually married another  
missionary worker who became ill when she  
returned to the states.  "She took her malaria medi-
cine and got better." 
    Having seen and dealt with the effects of malaria 
first hand, both Gene and Frances agree there is 
much the church can do to help fight this deadly  
disease.  
    "Distribution of mosquito nets is one thing the 
church can do to help," said 
Gene. "Wide distribution of 
anti-malarial drugs is another 
option." 

  We are joining with  
numerous other organiza-
tions such as  The Global 
Fund, The Bill and 
Melinda Gates Founda-
tion, and the World Health 
Organization to help this 
become a reality. 
  Many of you have  
probably given to a similar  
campaign in the past called Nothing but Nets that 
purchased specially treated bed nets to protect  
children.   
    Nothing But Nets still falls under the umbrella of 
the current campaign.      
    Imagine No Malaria is a much broader initiative 
that includes education, communication, prevention 
(nets), and treatment. 
   The Holston Annual Conference has pledged to 
save 100,000 lives by raising $1-million by next 
June. 
   So, what can you imagine for Maryville FUMC? 
How many lives can we save together? What is your 
God-sized vision for this mission opportunity in our 
life together?  Jesus is calling us to action- how shall 
we answer? 
    On September 23rd the Imagine No Malaria task 
force will reveal our hopes and dreams to you in all 
three worship services.   



CHURCH CALENDAR 
Sunday, September 16, 2012 
  7:35 AM  Morning Glory Chorus rehearsal, 249 
  8:15 AM  Morning Glory Chorus, Asbury Hall 
  9:15 AM  Sunday School 
10:30 AM  Traditional Worship, Sanctuary 
10:30 AM  The Crossing, Asbury Hall 
  4:30 PM  Youth Handbells, 252, 254 
  4:30 PM  Congregational Care, 215 
  5:00 PM  Outreach Meeting, 214 
  5:10 PM  Celebration Singers, 249 
  5:15 PM  Evensong Handbells, 252 
  6:00 PM  The Early Church, 214 
  6:00 PM  Youth, Asbury Hall 
  6:15 PM  Morning Glory Cantata Rehearsal, 249 
  7:30 PM  Chancel Choir Cantata Rehearsal, 249 
 
Monday, September 17, 2012 
10:00 AM  Book Club, 216 
  3:15 PM  Primary Praise Singers (K & 1st) 
  3:15 PM  Merrymakers (2nd & 3rd) 
  3:15 PM  Joy Singers (4th—6th) 
  6:00 PM  Counseling Center Meeting, 243 
 
Tuesday, September 18, 2012 
10:00 AM  Bible Study, 214 
10:00 AM  Leave for Cumberland Playhouse 
 6:00 PM  Devoted Fitness, Asbury Hall 
 7:00 PM  AA, 128 
 7:00 PM Grief Group—Living Through Loss, 215 
 7:00 PM  Youth Dude’s Study, Taco Bell 
 7:00 PM  Middle School Ladies Study, Panera 
 
Wednesday, September 19, 2012 
  7:00 AM  Middle Schoolers to Chick-Fil-A 
  3:45 PM  High School Girls Bible Study,  
      Vienna Coffee House 
  6:00 PM  Men’s Chorus, 249 
  6:30 PM  Sacred Marriage, 151 
  7:00 PM  Singing Between the Lines, 249 
  7:30 PM  Chancel Choir, Room 249 
 
Thursday, September 20 2012 
  6:00 AM  Men’s Bible Study, 214 
  9:30 AM  UMW Board, 243 
10:15 AM  Asasgao, 252 
  5:00 PM  Welcome Table, Asbury Hall 
  6:30 PM  UMW General Meeting 
  6:30 PM  Immigration In the Bible, 153 
  7:00 PM  AA, Room 128 
  7:30 PM  College Worship Service, Asbury 
 
Friday, September 21, 2012 
  8:00 PM  Youth Lock In, Asbury Hall, 152 A & B 
11:00 AM  Men’s Connection Fellowship, Asbury Bistro 
  3:00 PM  Adult Council, Asbury Bistro 
  6:00 PM  Trustees, 214 
  7:00 PM  Welcome Table Steering Committee, 243 

All e-mails end with @fumc-Maryville.org unless noted.   
You can also access the staff online at 

 www.fumc-maryville.org. or 982-1273 
 

Staff Member    Email    Extension 
Brenda Carroll  brendac   111 
Larry Carroll  lecarroll65@gmail.com 106 
Asa Majors rev.asa.lee@gmail.com 107 
Michael Funderburk mfunderburk  116 
Mark Blodgett  mblodgett   103 
Clayton Hensley chensley  100  
Ginny West Case  ginnywc   105 
Terry Wilson  sacmusic   109 
Susan Daves  sdaves   110 
Brittany Littleton  blittleton   112 
Denise Johns  djohns   113 
Jane Sanders  jsanders   101 
Stephen Nelson stephennelson22@gmail.com 
Grady Milligan gradymilligan@gmail.com 
Tom Slawson  tslawson89@yahoo.com 
Amelia Geis ameliageis@yahoo.com 
Dwain Pesterfield  DwainP602@bellsouth.net 
Paul Brown Sherri Justice  

FIRST CHURCH STAFF 
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CHURCH CALENDAR Sept. 16 to Sept. 23 

Mark your calendars: 
Tues., Sept. 11             Supper with Friends 
Thu., Sept. 13               Golden Opportunities                  
                                      Event 
                                      Madisonville UMC 
Friday, Oct. 26             National Southern Gospel  
                                       Harvest Celebration, Dollywood 
Wed., Nov. 7                 Wesley Woods Chili Cookoff 
Friday, Nov. 30             Christmas at Dollywood 

Frenzy over 
Friendsville food 
 
Fried green tomatoes are 
on the menu September 
20th as we take a trip to 
Friendsville.   
 

Come have a heaping serving of food and fellowship 
at the Whistle Stop Café where Chef Jacque brings 
you his signature dishes like slow cooked char 
grilled chicken, and homemade pies.  
 

         Flu shots offered at FUMC 
 

Sunday, September 23rd 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Wesley Hall—FUMC Maryville 
 
No charge for Medicare enrollees (please bring red, white 
and blue Medicare card) or TennCare (please bring 
TennCare Pharmacy card) or $31.99 (by check, please) 
 
Please wear clothing that allows ease of access to the 
upper arm. 
 
Shots given by Nancy Stanfield, CVS pharmacist. 

http://www.fumc-maryville.org/templates/System/default.asp?id=41975
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THIS SUNDAY! 
Bibles will be presented to all first and 
third graders during all three worship 
services.   
 

Field trip! 
This Sunday 3rd through 6th graders will meet after 
worship for a trip to the Food Connection.  This outing 
gives the children a chance to learn first hand about local 
missions.  The trip begins at 11:45 in front of the church 
with a stop at Gatti’s for lunch. 
  

Faith time for families  
Faith Five kicks off Sunday.  This new 
endeavor is one CMAT has been working 
on for months.  The goal is to help families 
make the most of devotional time each day.   

 
Family Fall Celebration 

Volunteers are still needed to make this year’s Family Fall 
Celebration a big success.  It’s happening on Tuesday, 
October 30th from 6-8 p.m. Last year more than one-
thousand people came out for the carnival games, 
inflatables, food and more!  Several adult Sunday school 
classes have signed up to be in charge of a booth, but 
more participation is needed.   

Ways to volunteer 
Work a booth from either 6-7 or 7-8 

Come early that day and help with setup 
Stay afterward and clean 

Be a greeter 
Participate in Trunk or Treat (we need at least 25 cars) 

Donate cupcakes for the cupcake walk  
(need to be individually wrapped) 

Donations of candy, treats and small prizes 
 

Confirmation Class 
This year’s confirmation class and parents will kick things 
off with a mini retreat to Camp Wesley Woods on Sunday, 
September 30th.  We will leave the church at 2:00 and 
return around 7:00.  Dinner will be served at camp.  We 
will be going on a hike, so be sure and wear appropriate 
shoes! We want parents to join us for this event where we 
will go over the schedule for the year and what we will be 
learning. 
 

Halloween giving 
Third through sixth graders will be heading out on 
Sunday, October 21st for “reverse” trick or treating.  The 
group will be visiting assisted living homes where they will 
pass out treats to the residents.  Children can come in 
costumes.  Afterward, we will gather at the church for chili 
and soup. 

   Are you ready to change the world?  Mark your calendars 
now for Saturday, October 27th.  FUMC will serve as the 
hands and feet of Christ in the community through a day of 
service.  
 
 
 
 
 
   People of all ages and abilities will be called to help with 
various projects from making cards for nurshing homes to 
performing minor home repair. 
   If you know a worthwhile charity or individual needing 
help or are interested in leading a team of volunteers 
contact Kathryn King (khking@charter.net or 621.9179) or 
join us at 6 p.m. on Wednesday, Sept. 12 as we continue 
planning.   
 

Consigners still needed! 
We continue gearing up for the big toy 
consignment sale coming up on Saturday, 
November 4th.  Consigners will earn a 
profit for their sold items while the church 
earns money towards Children’s Ministry.   
If you want to participate or wish to donate items 
contact Brittany (blittleton@fumc-maryville.org). 

Beginning Sept. 19th at 6:30 PM and 

lasting 6 weeks in Room 151 

Facilitated by Tom Slawson and us-

ing insights from the book  

Sacred Marriage by Gary Thomas 

Welcome new members! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

        Julie Labhart                       Frank & Jewell Rankin 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                  Kristine Tallent 

mailto:khking@charter.net


For more information: 
 

www.fumc-maryville.org 
                or 

                  follow us on  

http://www.fumc-maryville.org

