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Forgiveness and Redemption
Recovery at Maryville has been an incredible blessing to the church, to the
volunteers, to those attending, but most of all to me. I must admit I was not
expecting that to be the case. There was a part of me saying, “O.K., this is an
important ministry to those who are struggling with a variety of hurts, habits and
hang-ups. We need to do this. Get on board, Larry.” I bought in with my head but
not all the way with my heart.
That has changed in the two months since we launched. I am not arrogant
enough to think God somehow orchestrated all of this just to reach me at my
core, but God has reached me as I laid awake last night walking through the
twelve steps. I realized my need for confession. That is Step 7 – “Humbly asked
God to remove my shortcomings.” I am in the process of doing the confessing.
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I also realized that I have hurt people in a way I had not intended. I have
acted like a angry bully, in some cases, and a victim in many other situations. So
Step 8 came into play – “Made a list of all persons I have harmed and became
willing to make amends to them all.” I am starting with the most recent harm and
working my way backwards. This step is already happening.
Of course, Step 8 moves immediately into Step 9 – “Make direct amends
to such people wherever possible, except when to do so would injure them or
others.” This is where the rubber meets the road. Being present, face-to-face, to
people I have injured, confessing the wrong and asking for forgiveness will be as
challenging as anything I have ever done in my life. I am, with God’s help, going
to do this.
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This is how Recovery at Maryville has been a blessing to me. It is a part of
my own recovery and healing from the hurts, habits and hang-up that continue to
plague my life. I can’t speak for anyone else, but I thank God for this ministry and
the impact it has made and continues make in the lives of so many – including
me.
If you are looking for a place to make a
difference in your life and in the lives of others,
Wednesday evening beginning at 5:30 is the
place to be!
Grace and Peace,

Larry

Call for volunteers
and donations!

Family Fall
Celebration
October 29th
How you can help!
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Happening at 1st
September 29th—October 5, 2013
Sunday, September 29, 2013
7:35 AM Morning Glory Chorus rehearsal, 249
8:15 AM Morning Glory Worship, Asbury Hall
9:15 AM Sunday School
10:30 AM Traditional Worship, Sanctuary
10:30 AM The Crossing, Asbury Hall
2:00 PM Preschool Crafts, Craft Room
3:30 PM Youth Praise Band, The Cove
4:00 PM Financial Peace, 214
4:30 PM Youth Handbells, 252, 254
5:10 PM Celebration Singers, 249
5:15 PM Evensong Handbells, 252
6:00 PM Youth, Asbury Hall
6:00 PM Embrace Grace, 215
6:00 PM Bible Study, 214
6:15 PM Men’s Chorus & Morning Glory Cantata
Rehearsal, 249
6:30 PM 12 Steps for Christians, 213
Monday, September 30, 2013
3:30 PM Primary Praise Singers (K-1st), 256
3:30 PM Merrymakers (2nd & 3rd), Asbury Hall
3:30 PM Joy Singers (4th—6th), Asbury Hall
7:00 PM Troop Meeting, Asbury Hall
7:00 PM Church Council, 254

Sunday commitments for September 29, 2013
Prepare for Worship
Jeremiah 32: 1-3a,6-15
Psalm 91: 1-6,14-16
(UMH 810)
1 Timothy 6:6-19
Luke 16: 19-31
Kids Own Worship
Pre-school –
Kirt & Julie Lowe
Elementary –
Whitney & Brent Roberts
Staff on call:
Please contact
Brenda (414-8493)
or Larry (414-8494)
Parsonage (233-2712)

Greeters:
 8:15 Morning Glory
Mitchell & Gail Flynn
Clerinda Mynatt



10:30 Sanctuary
Ron & Carol Werker
Tom & Jan Morgan



10:30 The Crossing
Gerry & Jane Sanders
Dennis & Anita Griffith
Acolytes:
Joseph Morstatt
Abram Abbott

Tuesday, October 1, 2013
10:00 AM Bible Study, 214
6:30 PM Girl Scouts, 118, 119
6:00 PM Devoted Fitness, Asbury
7:00 PM AA, 128
Wednesday, October 2, 2013
3:45 PM Ladies’ Bible Study (grades 7-12), Vienna Coffee
Recovery at Maryville, Asbury Hall
5:30 PM Light Meal, Asbury Hall
6:30 PM Celebration Service, Asbury Hall
7:45 PM Sharing Groups (assigned rooms)
7:00 PM Young Adult Trivia Night, Smoky Mountain Brewery
7:30 PM Youth to Jump Jam
7:30 PM Chancel Choir rehearsal, 249
Thursday, October 3, 2013
6:00 AM Men’s Bible Study, 214
5:00 PM Welcome Table, Asbury Hall
6:30 PM Leader Meeting for Pack 81, 117
7:00 PM AA, 128
Friday, October 4, 2013
10:00 AM Craft Time, Wesley Hall
Saturday, October 4, 2013
10:00 AM Craft Time, Wesley Hall
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A “new” year in Kuldiga
While the calendar points to it being near the year’s
end, the spirit of a “new” year is growing at our sister
church in Latvia. Pastor Vivita of Kuldiga UMC sent an
update about all the wonderful things God is doing in
that church. She described the church as being full in
mid-August for the annual church conference. Pastor
Vivita said the church works as “one big team” to
make room for more. “We know God will fill our
church!”
One sign of real progress in the growth of the church
came last month when the Kuldiga town council
approved the church’s plan for renovating the
fellowship hall. “In four
days we made
wonderful renovations
and now the room looks
so cozy, with new
colors and the room
has new life,” said
Pastor Vivita. After a
summer of camps and
holidays, the church life
will become much more active come October. “We will
start Sunday school, teen club, Bible studies and we
hope to start a women’s club too.”
Some of the biggest challenges for the Kuldiga church
come in filling positions in the Sunday school and
music programs.

“No one is told that
serving in church will be
without challenges,” said
the pastor. “I know God
has a plan and he hears
our prayers. He will send
the best teachers and
music leaders. We just
need to trust and be
patient.“
Another mission trip to Latvia is in the works. It is
set for June 14th—24th of next year. The expected
cost is $2000 a person. If you are interested please
call Jim Hayes at 865-494-7502 or e-mail him at

Riga Gospel Choir in concert

Thursday,
October
17th
@ 7 pm
Fairview UMC, Maryville

Contact: Asa Majors at rev.asa.lee@gmail.com or 865-982-1273

Dinner and more
Last Friday a group of eleven young adults spent an
evening relaxing and talking at Barley’s Taproom and
Pizzeria in Downtown Maryville. Lots of ideas were
put on the table regarding future outings and projects,
so keep watching for updates!

Building to serve
Jason Brown from the Blount Housing Repair
Collaborative (HRC) visited the Young Adult Sunday
school class this past week to tell us about the work of
the organization. It now falls under Habitat for
Humanity's umbrella and is giving aid to dozens of
Blount County residents each year. We learned about
the great needs of many homeowners with health
needs, financial needs, and structural needs. More
importantly we learned how we can be a part of the
solution.
We have the morning of October 19th set aside
to take on a project for the HRC. Little-to-no
experience is required; we just need your willing
hearts and hands to help us paint or hammer. More
details coming as the day draws nearer. Be sure and
mark your calendars and bring others looking for a
way to give to our community!

Preview available:
www.fumc-maryville.org

In October trivia nights move to
1st Wednesdays and 3rd Tuesdays!

A day of service to others
Blount Housing Repair Collaborative

October 19th
Contact Asa for more information.
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Adult Ministries

Harvesting good times

Contact: Ginny West Case, ginnywc@fumc-maryville.org
865-982-1273

Are you missing out?
The worship services on Sunday mornings are just a
part of the picture. Each week more than two dozen
Sunday school classes tackle a wide variety of topics
using a Biblical approach. Here are highlights of what’s
happening NOW on Sunday mornings starting at 9:15.

Whether it’s a fried apple pie, a mug of hot apple cider
or a big bowl of applesauce, this is the time of the year
when apples bring folks together. That was certainly the
case last week as these folks boarded the 1st UMC bus
and traveled to Carver’s Orchard and restaurant in
Cosby. The trip also included a stop at the historic
Harrisburg Covered Bridge in Sevier County.

The Bible in-depth
Led by Frank Rankin (Room 118)
Current focus: The Gospel of John

Enough by Adam Hamilton
Inspiration Class (Room 151)
Begins THIS SUNDAY, September 29th
The study focuses on living within our means and
giving back to God the blessing he provides us.

Undead : Revived, Resuscitated, Reborn
Young Adults (Room 128)
Begins THIS SUNDAY, September 29th
Set against a backdrop of the pop culture fascination
with the undead, this innovative study takes a closer
look at cases in the Bible where the dead were brought
back to life. Throughout this study you will explore the
question, “What does it mean to be truly alive?”

More pictures from the trip to Carver’s Orchard
are available online:

www.fumc-maryville.org
and
www.facebook.com/maryvillefumc

Disciple’s Path (Room 213)
An introduction to the United Methodist Church
Echo the Story
7th-8th Grade—Studying the whole story of the Bible
through an interactive lesson

Celebration of Discipline by Richard Foster
9-12th Grade—Studying spiritual practices for
experiencing God .
Keep your eye out for more details about what YOU
can learn in Sunday school!

UPCOMING EVENTS!
“Ring of Fire”
Cumberland County Playhouse
THIS SATURDAY (September 28th)
10:00 am, Tickets are $40

Hiking trips
(1-5 mile hikes for all ages and experiences)

On Track

Dollywood Harvest & Gospel Celebration
October 11th
Sign up for events online at www.fumc-maryville.org
or call 865-982-1273
THE CHURCH BELL

Placing fitness 1st
Over the past couple of months, members of the Adult
Council have been looking at ways to put a greater
emphasis on recreation and fitness. Some of the
programs have been in place for a long time and others
will hopefully be starting up soon. The mission is “to
provide opportunities for people to develop
relationships, grow friendships, and strengthen one
another in life and faith.” Here are a few of the
programs in place or starting up soon. If you have a
passion for recreation and have an idea, please contact
Ginny West Case at 982-1273 or e-mail her at
ginnywc@fumc-maryville.org
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(daily use of the indoor walking track)

Devoted Fitness
(Tuesdays at 6:00 pm in Wesley Hall)

Men’s pick-up basketball
(plans still in the works)

Kickball challenge
(plans still in the works)

If you need more information on any of these
Children’s ministry activities please contact
Denise Johns: djohns@fumc-maryville.org

More hands-on fun
Last weekend school age children got a chance to get
a bit creative and work on making small polymer clay
crosses to sell for the upcoming Alternative Gift Fair.

Preschool Craft Day
Sunday, September 29th
2– 4 pm
This coming Sunday children ages 3 to 5 get a chance
to get a bit crafty. If your child plans on participating
please let Denise know by calling 982-1273 or sign up
online at www.fumc-maryville.org.

“Let the little childrencome to me, and do not
stop them; for it is to such as these that the
kingdom of God belongs.” From Luke 18:16

Children ‘s Corner
How do we serve God?
Over the past few weeks, children in Kid’s Own
Worship have been learning what it means to be a
servant of God. This past Sunday the focus was on
how God calls adults,
leaders, teachers and
parents in the church to
serve children by helping
answer questions about the
Bible and God, as well as
leading by example the life
God calls us to live.
One of the exercises
during the time was a
“baptism” along with a
reading from the hymnal
where the congregation
agrees to guide the children
in their lives of faith.

Family Fall Celebration
October 29th!

Volunteers needed!
Helping children grow in faith
The most important time of the week for many
children in the church is Sunday morning. During
that time, two very important programs happen and
both rely heavily on people like YOU who volunteer
to serve with your time and presence.
The first of these opportunities to serve comes from
9:15 to 10:15 which is the Sunday school hour.
There are needs for volunteers in classes up to the
6th grade.
Then at 10:30 the focus is on Kids Own Worship, a
place where children 3 years old up to 3rd grade
have time to learn more about church traditions,
stories from the Bible, music and much more.
If you are interested in volunteering for either of these
important ministries, please contact Denise
(information in the green box at top of page).

Stay connected! Over the next few months there will
be a lot of important information coming your way and
we encourage you to seek some of that “news” online
through our Facebook page, our Twitter feed or our
website, www.fumc-maryville.org.
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1. Sign up for shifts to work stations that night.
2. Decorate a car for “Trunk or Treat.”

Donations needed!
Cupcakes needed for the cupcake walk
Bags of individually wrapped candy or snacks.

What are your children learning?
Sunday, September 22nd
(Last Sunday)
Preschool—4th Grade
Lesson– Samuel the Judge
Bible Verses— 1 Samuel 7:2
-17
Tweens
Meeting challenges (Jacob
wrestles with God)
Sunday, September 29th
(Next Sunday)
Preschool–
Lesson—Choosing a King
1 Samuel 8: 1-22, 10: 17-24
Tweens
Using our talents
(Joseph interprets dreams)
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Maryville First United Methodist Church
804 Montvale Station Road
Maryville, Tennessee 37803
Phone: 865-982-1273
Fax: 865-983-5408

www.fumc-maryville.org

if
See what you’ve been missing
with
you haven’t been checking in
1st UMC online!

Blasts from the past!
Road trip to Carver’s Apple Orchard

Acolyte
Affirmation of Faith
Baptism
John Wesley
and much more…..

Event listings!
@1stmaryville

If you haven’t done so already, go and
“like” us on Facebook. It is a great way
to keep up with all that’s going on!
www.facebook.com/maryvillefumc
Check out photo galleries, events
calendars, register for events, get worship
bulletins and read “The Church Bell”
before it is mailed, all at:
www.1stchurch.org

