Transformed by Christ,
we will
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TELL
TEACH
TOUCH
the World.

Give us this day
Larry, Asa, and I are in the middle of a series of sermons on the Lord’s Prayer. I am
blessed to be able to focus my thinking, reading, and praying around this rich prayer of
Jesus. It is truly the prayer for disciples, not in its exact rote repeating, but in its deep
ability to change the way I pray, the way I understand God and life, and to change my
heart. I hope you are letting this prayer “bend” you every day.
I find myself continuing to feel thankful this morning for the riches of worship yesterday,
for the Financial Peace University class being so large that it had to be split into two
groups,(though I miss being together with everyone), and for the REALLY great group
who came together for acolyte training yesterday.
But even as I reflect, and give thanks, my Monday morning always includes looking
forward to the next worship services. That includes next Sunday’s worship (which
includes blessing of the backpacks and lunchboxes and the presentation of Bibles for 1st
and 3rd graders). How appropriate to preach on the phrase, “Give us this day, our daily
bread,” and to bless the symbols of daily life for our students. What are the symbols of
your daily life? What rituals give your day definition? What needs occur on a daily
basis? What are the hungers of your life? Where do you observe hunger, even
starvation, in our world? We have asked the children to bring a non-perishable food
item. Perhaps you would do that, too.
While I must give thought to next Sunday, the very next worship is on Wednesday! Yes,
Wednesday! Did you know that we now have worship on Wednesday? Yes, it is a part
of the Recovery at Maryville ministry, but worship is worship! And all are invited. So if
you want midweek worship------Come!!!!! Some have said, “But they will think I have a
problem.” Don’t we all? As we have said many times, this is a time of no judgment.
This is just a safe place to worship God, “just as I am.” This ministry is off to a great
start. But to be a viable offering to this community and county, it takes the prayers and
support of the whole church. There are many wonderful volunteers each week. Perhaps
you are wondering how you can help.
Pray. Each Wednesday we have had a couple of volunteers who spend the hour from
7:45 to 8:45 in a prayer room. Perhaps you would like to come and join them for that
hour of prayer. Pray that God will find a way to lead people here who need healing, and
will use us to be a part of that journey of healing.
Tell. Talk about this ministry. Almost everyone has a friend or family member who need
to be involved in this ministry. Get familiar with it and talk about it often. Invite folks and
offer to come with them.
Volunteer. Volunteers are needed each week to help in the kitchen, greet, work with the
children, work with the security team, help tear down after worship and set up for
Welcome Table on Thursday. Help once a month, twice a month, or every week.
Give. Add a little extra to your offering as we now offer two ministries that are happening
every week, Welcome Table and Recovery. What meaningful outreach each of these is
turning out to be! And what great gifts of time are already being given to each.
I believe God will continue to bless lives through the worship, learning opportunities, and
service of First United Methodist Church. Today I am thankful to be one of those lives.

Brenda
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Welcome!
Please take some time to welcome Sharon Randolph to
1st UMC. She joined the church on August 4th.

Happening at 1st
August 11th – August 10th, 2013
Sunday, August 11, 2013
7:35 AM Morning Glory Chorus rehearsal, 249
8:15 AM Morning Glory Worship, Asbury Hall
9:15 AM Sunday School
10:30 AM Traditional Worship, Sanctuary
10:30 AM The Crossing, Asbury Hall
3:30 PM Youth Praise Band, The Cove
4:00 PM Financial Peace, 214
4:30 PM Youth Handbells, 252
5:10 PM Celebration Singers, 249
5:15 PM Evensong Handells, 252
6:00 PM Youth, Asbury Hall
Monday, August 12, 2013
10:30 AM Circle 3, 214
11:30 AM Men’s Connection, Asbury Bitro
3:30 PM Primary Praise, 254
3:30 PM Merrymakers, Asbury Hall
3:30 PM Joy Singers, Asbury Hall
6:00 PM Trustees Meeting, 214
7:00 PM Troop Meting, Asbury Hall
Tuesday, August 13, 2013
7:45 AM Family Promise Board, 214
5:30 PM AA, Friendship Shelter
6:00 PM Devoted Fitness, Asbury
6:00 PM Adult Council, 214
Wednesday, August 14, 2013
3:45 PM Girls Bible Study, Vienna Coffee House
Recovery at Maryville, Asbury Hall
5:30 PM Light Meal, Asbury Hall
6:30 PM Celebration Service, Asbury Hall
7:45 PM Sharing Groups (assigned room)
6:00 PM Men’s Chorus, 249
7:00 PM Dude’s Bible Study, Taco Bell
7:00 PM Ladies Bible Study, Panera Bread
7:30 PM Chancel Choir rehearsal, 249
Thursday, August 15, 2013
9:30 AM UMW Board, 243
10:15 AM Asagao Handbells, 252
5:00 PM Welcome Table, Asbury Hall
7:00 PM AA, 128
7:00 PM Building Committee, 214
7:00 PM Fit @ First Health Seminar, 151
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Sunday commitments for August 11, 2013
Prepare for Worship
Isaiah 1:1, 10-20
Psalm 50: 1-8, 22-23 (UMH
783)
Hebrews 11: 1-3,8-16
Luke 12:32-40
Kids Own Worship
Pre-school –
Kevin & Amanda Painter
Elementary –
Dallas & Amber Monroe
Staff on call:
Please contact
Brenda (414-8493)
or Larry (414-8494)
Parsonage (233-2712)

Greeters:
 8:15 Morning Glory
William Holliday
William Russell
Bert & Becky Emmerson



10:30 Sanctuary
Ron & Carol Werker
Betty Sessoms
Betsy Halliday



10:30 The Crossing
Randy & Alane Lambert
Charles & Tonya Brinkley
and Family

Opportunity is knocking
Sometimes the most obvious things in life are right in
front of you and as a result you can often overlook
opportunity. Last week during the July Church Council
meeting Moe Click helped the council take a closer look
at how 1st UMC has been finding opportunities to do
God’s work.
Recovery at Maryville was one such example. The
ministry kicked off with about 150 people coming to the
first service and it hasn’t really slowed down.
Another example brought up in the meeting is
coming early next year. It will broaden the scope of
Financial Peace University in which the latest round of
classes kicked off with about 25 people attending.
Suzanne Stratton represented the Outreach
committee. She updated the council on the work in the
mission field. Compassion Counseling Center planning
is right on track, but there is a need for one more board
member from outside the church. The committee is also
focusing on helping the Kuldiga UMC in Latvia buy
apartments above the church to help them generate
some income. There are also plans for a “walk of
missions” here at the church to help everyone better
understand all the church does as the “hands and feet
of Christ.”

Making connections
Several years ago, John
Thierbach started a men’s
group at 1st UMC we now know
as “the Men’s Connection.”
The meetings started with some
sharing and a box lunch. Back
in 2012, Ron Werker took over
the group, cooking up chili for a meeting and serving it
at the church. Eventually, the group started meeting at
the Asbury Place Bistro every 2nd Monday of the
month. Ron said there is no agenda, “the men just
enjoy sharing their stories and conversation for about an
hour.” The next meeting is coming up on August 12th
at 11:30. The group would love for YOU to make
connections with them. Just give Ron a call at
865-414-8912 if you plan on coming.

Partnership plans
1st UMC-Maryville and three other area churches
continue supporting Kuldiga UMC in Latvia with both
prayer and money. A special fund has been set up to
help this Eastern European church buy apartments in
the building where it meets in an effort to generate some
revenue and to provide housing for the minister. If you
want to donate, simply write your check to 1st UMC,
putting “Ervins Fund” on the memo line. Another
mission trip to Latvia is planned for June 14-24th of
2014.
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A splendid summer
Whether it was storytelling at Vacation Bible School or
soaking up the fun at Mess Fest, summer Youth ministry
intern Kristina Conner is ready to head back to school.
This year she will be a junior at Asbury University in
Wilmore, KY working on a double major of Christian
ministry and communications.
Kristina, who is from Maryville, said the time here at 1st
UMC provided her with ways of
testing some of the things she
had been learning in college.
“This summer was really a gift to
me,” she said. “What you have
here is special. The dynamic of
your (youth) group is special.”
One of the highlights of the summer for Kristina was the
day trip to Charleston. “That was a day when we were
literally together all day long,” she said.”They were a
community that day. We all played in the waves
together, laughing and encouraging each other.” Kristina
also said she loved the “princess parties.”
Now that Kristina’s internship is over she hope parents
and others in the church understand the importance of
the Youth ministry program. “Pour into it and make sure
your leadership isn’t exhausted.” is the message she
gives to parents. “The (youth) community here is God’s
Gift to you.”

Give the invitation!
According to Dr. Thom Rainer, author of The
Unchurched Next Door, 82% of the unchurched are at
least somewhat likely to attend church if invited.
However statistics show only 2% of Christians offer the
invitation.
On September 15th, 1st UMC will be joining an
estimated 20-thousand churches across the country for
“National Back to Church Sunday.” The idea is for YOU
to extend that hand of invitation for all those people out
there that used to go to church, but rarely attend or who
haven’t been to church at all.
Over the next few weeks you will be hearing much
more about this special day here in the newsletter, on
Facebook, Twitter and on the church website. If you
want to get involved or just need more information
contact Larry or Asa by calling the church office at
982-1273.

Coming
September 15, 2013
Invite someone today!

Adult Ministries

Beyond the game
Whether you are watching a
Tennessee basketball game
on TV or watching it in
person it is impossible to see
everything that happens to
make it all happen. That’s
why YOU are invited on a
special tour of Thompson
Boling Arena and other
places vital to the Volunteers sports programs.

Contact: Ginny West Case, ginnywc@fumc-maryville.org
865-982-1273
Enrich your life with the sounds of Gospel music, a harvest of
apples, a blue ribbon fair and the company of others. Be sure
and mark your calendars for these great upcoming events

The trip on August 16th will begin at 11:00 am here at the
church. The group will eat lunch at Calhoun’s on the River
and head down to campus around 1:30 pm. Depending on
the timing and what’s happening with construction you can
expect to see places like the Ray Mears Room, the arena
floor, coaches offices, and team trophies from throughout the
years.
Please sign up by calling 865-982-1273 or going online to
www.fumc-maryville.org and clicking on event registration.

Journeys in faith
From lessons on the Early Church and Women of the Bible, to
12 steps for Christians and a look at the Bible and Prayer,
there promises to be a small group study for YOU this fall.
Most of the groups start meeting in September with a few
starting at the end of August.

September 18th
Golden Opportunities
Workshops and worship here at 1st UMC
8:30 am—3:30 pm
Cost is $15
Trip to Carver’s Orchard
September 19th at 9:30 am
Blue Ribbon Fair
September 28th at 10:00 am
Dollywood’s Gospel Celebration
October 11th at 11:00 am
Hiawassee Fall Colors Train Trip
October 21st at 10:00 am
(*Space still available for Epworth by the Sea trip,
September 23-26th)

Details are still being worked out for the classes and a full list
and schedule will be available soon (in print and online), so
keep watching!

Tubing time
Contact: Asa Majors at rev.asa.lee@gmail.com
865-982-1273
Join the discussion!
Sunday mornings may never be the
same as the Young Adults take a closer
look at how to achieve a more peaceful
world. Activist Shane Claiborne and
ice-cream king, Ben Cohen co-wrote the
book “Jesus, Bombs and Ice Cream”
after the two had a chance meeting and
exchanged admiration for each others
work.

There’s nothing better than
tubing on the Little River to
cool down and relax on a
hot summer day. The
Young Adults want YOU to
join them for a special
adventure on August 24th.
You’ll leave the church at 1:00 pm.
The cost is $9 for tubing (and some extra money for food
afterward). Be sure and bring a swimsuit and comfortable
clothes.

We hope you will consider becoming a
part of this thought provoking conversation. A preview of the
study is available online at www.fumc-maryville.org. Just
look for “Young Adults” under the “1st Ministries” tab.

“Jesus, bombs and ice cream”
Sunday mornings at 9:15 am
Room 128

Please sign up as soon as possible (by contacting Asa or
going online to www.fumc-maryville.org) so reservations
can be made.

Dinner at Asa’s
Associate pastor and Young Adult Ministry leader, Asa
Majors invites everyone post-college age to around age
35 to her house on August 9th at 7 pm for dinner. All you
need to do is bring a dish to share and be ready to make
new friends and reconnect with old ones. Asa’s house is
directly across from the Maryville Junior High School
track.

Trivia Night
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August 21st
Smoky Mountain Brewery
7 pm

Children ‘s Corner
Student blessings
This Sunday (August 11th) the children will
be in the “spotlight” as we offer up prayers for
each of them as they adjust to a new school
year. The “blessing of the backpacks and
lunchboxes” is open to ALL children. Just
have them bring their backpack or lunchbox to
any of the three worship services.
In addition, children are encouraged to bring donations of
canned tuna, boxes of macaroni and cheese or jars of
peanut butter to be donated to the local food pantry.

Bible Presentations
Another important part of this Sunday’s services (August
11th) comes as students in the 1st and 3rd grades receive
new Bibles. They will be presented in the 8:15 Morning
Glory service as well as the 10:30 Traditional and Crossing
services. If you have a child in one of these two grades,
please let Denise know which service your child will be
attending that morning.

Meet your fall preschool teachers
Robyn Nickerson
Brent Johns
Julie Elder
Carmen Faircloth
A big THANKS to each of these people and all the other
Sunday School teachers and volunteers. If you feel called to
serve in children’s ministry please contact Denise Johns.

Choir Call
There is still time left before some of the music ministries kick
off for the Fall and Winter. Contact Terry Wilson or Susan
Daves for any questions or to sign up!
The Chancel Choir, Youth Handbell Choir and the Youth
Celebration Singers started rehearsals this past Sunday or
earlier. The Morning Glory Chorus practices at 7:35 each
Sunday morning. Here is a look at the choirs starting up the
rest of the month.
Sunday, August 11th
Evensong Handbells at 5:15 pm

If you need more information on any of these
Children’s ministries activities please contact
Denise Johns: djohns@fumc-maryville.org

What are your children learning?
Sunday, August 4th (Last Sunday)
Preschool
David and Jonathan
Proverbs 17:17
K-4th
David and Jonathan
1 Samuel 18: 1-5,20:1-42
5th & 6th
The Talking Donkey
Numbers 22-24
Sunday, August 11th (This Sunday)
Preschool
Ruth and Naomi
Proverbs 17:17
K-4th
Ruth and Naomi
Book of Ruth
1 Samuel 18: 1-5,20:1-42
5th & 6th
The Explorers (Numbers 13-14)

Got questions?
Do you have questions about the church? Would you like to
know more about our mission and service opportunities? If
you answered yes to either of these questions we have some
answers.
All guests and newcomers to 1st UMC are invited to a coffee
time with pastors Larry, Brenda, and Asa. Just come as you
are and be sure and bring your questions!

Pastor’s Coffee
August 18th
Following 10:30 worship
Susanna Wesley Parlor

Monday, August 12th
Children’s Choirs (K-6th grade) at 3:30 pm
Wednesday, August 14th
Men’s Chorus at 6:00 pm
Thursday, August 29th
Asagao Handbells at 10:15 am
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Lighting the way
A wonderful group of eager
children took time out last
Sunday to learn about the
process of becoming an
acolyte. During this special
training session, the
children learned the
necessary steps that
happen during each 10:30
traditional service. Pastors Brenda and Larry led the
informative session. Please take time and pray for all the
children who have volunteered for this important duty. If your
child is interested in serving as an acolyte please contact
Denise.

Serving as the hands and feet of Christ!
Fall Missions Work Day
September 14th
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(more details coming soon!)
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