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ALL PERSONS ARE OF
SACRED WORTH
Dear Church Family,
Recently, I shared with you a statement from the United
Methodist Book of Discipline to clarify the
denomination’s law concerning marriage and the
prohibition of clergy to officiate a same-sex marriage. I
felt a sense of urgency to educate our congregation on
“ministers’ rights” and to help quell some of the furor
that was being stirred up about possible legislation to
protect churches and clergy.
The statement with which I would have liked to begin
this discussion is repeated in our Discipline more than
once: ALL PERSONS ARE OF SACRED WORTH. It
would be nice to end this letter right here and everyone
say, “Amen!” But there is much being talked about
because of the Supreme Court decision in Obergefell
vs. Hodges and because of the upcoming General
Conference in May, 2016.
I want to share some paragraphs from our 2012 Book of
Discipline (it is updated every four years after General
Conference). This is church law and only the General
Conference – which is made up of equal representation
of laity and clergy – have the authority to change the
language of The Discipline. Some believe the language
is harsh and hurtful; others think it is not strong enough.
Some think it is too vague; others believe it is too
narrow. And, there are opinions all along the spectrum
in that area we call ‘grey.’ Every four years, it is
debated. Regardless of a clergyperson’s or church
member’s opinion, this is the language we have, and
this is the language by which we will abide. The 2012
Discipline has 2,719 paragraphs ranging in topics from
how a local church buys property to how the General
Council on Finance is organized; definitions and duties
of clergy; responsibilities of church historian and chair of
trustees.
(Continued on the next page)
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ALL PERSONS ARE OF SACRED WORTH (Continued)
Here are the paragraphs your clergy think are pertinent
to the discussions at hand:
And then, the statement from Paragraph 341 regarding
weddings which I have already shared with you. This is
¶ 214. Eligibility [Catherine’s note – I am including this under the section dealing with ordained clergy:
paragraph because I have been asked if gay people can ¶ 341.6: Ceremonies that celebrate homosexual unions
attend our church. Please note the words ALL PEOPLE.] shall not be conducted by our ministers and shall not be
conducted in our churches.
The United Methodist Church is a part of the holy
catholic (universal) church, as we confess in the
There – that is the church law by which we are bound.
Apostles' Creed. In the church, Jesus Christ is
Your clergy – Parker, Sarah, and Catherine – are in
proclaimed and professed as Lord and Savior. All people agreement that we will uphold the Book of Discipline. If
may attend its worship services, participate in its
we do not, we are guilty of a chargeable offense and can
programs, receive the sacraments and become
have our orders taken from us. However, like most of our
members in any local church in the connection (¶ 4). In
congregation, we have differing opinions on the subject
the case of persons whose disabilities prevent them from of sexuality and same-sex marriage, we approach
reciting the vows, their legal guardian[s], themselves
scriptural interpretation from different vantage points, we
members in full covenant relationship with God and the have different feelings about how we think the church
should change – or if it should change. But, we are in
Church, the community of faith, may recite the
agreement that we are unified in our ministry. We are
appropriate vows on their behalf.
in agreement that Jesus Christ is our Lord and our
¶ 304.3 Qualifications for Ordination [Catherine’s
Savior and that we serve the church of Jesus Christ.
We are in agreement that regardless of your feelings
note – This is language that deals with the
prohibition of gay persons to be ministers. You can or interpretations, we are your clergy and will pray
with you in the hospital, visit you in prison, stand by
see by the footnotes and definitions that this
you at the cemetery, and offer you the Bread and the
paragraph is one with lots of history!]
Cup. That is our job. That is our calling.
While persons set apart by the Church for ordained
ministry are subject to all the frailties of the human
We do not put all of this conversation away and ignore it;
condition and the pressures of society, they are required but we will not let it be a distraction from our work here
to maintain the highest standards of holy living in the
at this church which is to be in ministry to all persons. If
world. The practice of homosexuality is incompatible with you would like to speak with us in private about our
Christian teaching. Therefore self-avowed practicing
interpretation or yours, please feel free to do so.
homosexuals1 are not to be certified as candidates,
ordained as ministers, or appointed to serve in The
Regardless of what General Conference decides in
2
United Methodist Church.
2016, the good news is that we will still sing praise to
God on Sunday mornings. We will still offer a safe place
for children to learn that they are precious in God’s sight.
1. "Self-avowed practicing homosexual" is
We will still offer a word of hope on Wednesday nights
understood to mean that a person openly
and a home-cooked meal on Thursday nights to those
acknowledges to a bishop, district
who hunger and thirst.
superintendent, district committee of ordained
ministry, board of ordained ministry, or clergy
Parker, Sarah and I are united in asking for your prayers
session that the person is a practicing
as we minister together, alongside each of you, at this
homosexual.
great church. If you have any questions, about anything,
See Judicial Council Decisions 702, 708, 722,
your clergy are available to you.
725, 764, 844, 984, 1020
God bless you.
2. See Judicial Council Decisions 984, 985,
1027, 1028

Sarah Slack

Parker Benson
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Engaging at Annual Conference
1st United Methodist Church was well
represented at Holston Annual Conference this
year. The event at Lake Junaluska, NC last
month brought together 1500 clergy and lay
leaders from the region spanning from Lookout
Mountain to Radford, VA.
Rob & Fran Goddard, Ron & Carol Werker,
Nathan Irwin, Phil Large, Lisa Blackwood, Ginny
West Case, Rev. Catherine Nance and Rev.
Sarah Slack were all there in official capacities,
but there were several other 1st UMC’ers at
Junaluska too.

This year’s theme was
ENGAGE.
Carol Werker gave an
account about Annual
Conference at last
week’s Church Council
meeting. She said just
before the “official” start
everyone was asked to give special attention to
the different emotions they were feeling. “I had
feelings of elation as we sang out And Are We
Yet Alive as the acolyte carried the flame and the
cross was carried in.” she said. “The evening was
filled with wonderful music and in the worship
session Bishop Taylor invited us to ENGAGE
with God, and then with one another. I left filled
with the Holy Spirit, inspired and energized.”
During the five days of Annual Conference
there was a lot of talk about voting for General
and *Jurisdictional Conferences, but there was
also talk about childhood poverty. The money
raised at 1st UMC was part of the $150,366
collected throughout the Conference to help fight
childhood poverty within Holston’s boundaries.
Beautiful displays at the altar were put
together each day by Rev. Sarah Slack. One of
them even featured art work by children of this
church.
Phil Large, who served as a district delegate
to Annual Conference also gave a report to
Church Council. Phil talked about the attention
given to the plight of poverty as well as the
debates over homosexuality. He said it is a time
to be praying for the Conference and the
Denomination. He also updated folks on the
Conference budget situation which may call for
across the board cuts of up to 10%. This is due in
part to many churches either not giving their full
tithe to the Conference or not giving at all.
Annual Conference will meet again in 2016 at
Lake Junaluska, June 5th through June 8th.
*Rev. Catherine Nance was selected as an alternate
delegate to Jurisdictional Conference.

1st News
Bishop Taylor congratulates
the 2014-2015 Leadership
Holston Class which included
1st UMC Director of Youth
Ministries, Nathan Irwin and
Randall Wright, a former
member of 1st UMC who
serves as a UM pastor in
Harrogate. Director of
Communications, Clayton
Hensley (not pictured) serves
on the LH planning team.

Carol and Ron Werker
helped dozens of other
volunteers in bagging 13,800
pounds of potatoes during a
Society of St. Andrews potato
drop. The Werkers brought
100 pounds of potatoes back
to Maryville for Welcome
Table.

1st UMC’er Bert “Wildcat”
Emmerson was
commissioned as the new
Appalachian Trail Chaplain
during Annual Conference.
He is currently on his
journey from Maine to
Georgia.

You can follow Bert’s journey at
www.facebook.com/appalachiantrailchaplain

THE CHURCH BELL

Page 3

Renovation updates
The sounds of jackhammers, saws,
drills and just about any kind of tool
you can imagine, have been filling
the halls of the church this summer.
As the renovations continue so do
the changes in what’s open and
what’s not.
Currently all of the bathrooms in the
old part of the building are “out of
order” as crews reconfigure some of
them and work on others. Starting
July 6th, there will be no air
conditioning in the older part of the
building as crews work to switch over
to new units. As a result, the 10:30
Contemporary & Traditional Worship
services will be meeting together in
Wesley Hall. (Staff offices will have
window AC units during the
transition.)

1st News
Work on the Sanctuary is now
expected to last until at least the
second week of August. We will let
you know when the first services
back in the Sanctuary will be held.
The children’s area renovations are
also expected to wrap up around that
same time.

A “celebration” surrounding the
renovations is being planned for
sometime in October. Stay tuned for
more details.
You can see more pictures of the
renovations by visiting the
Renovation News section of
www.1stchurch.org.

Bottle collections continue!
For the past month or so, the United Methodist
Women have been asking YOU to bring in
your old prescription bottles. The group is
collecting them to send to the African nation of
Malawi where doctors use them to dispense
prescription medicines to their patients.
The collection box is just outside Asbury Hall
on the lower level. Here’s what you need to
know before bringing your bottles.





Once those areas are finished work
will begin on Wesley Hall. Last, but
not least improvements to Asbury
Hall are set to begin toward the end
of September.

Bottles need to be EMPTY
Bottles need to be CLEAN
Please remove all labels
NO large bottles or vitamin bottles please

The United Methodist Women will collect the
bottles periodically and mail them to a
collection point in the U.S. to be forwarded to
Malawi.

Worship
in July
Thank you for flexibility during our renovation process! Children
and youth Sunday School rooms in different places, regular
meeting rooms have moved to here or there, and the restroom you
normally visit is no longer functional. Things have gone smoothly
because our congregation has been willing to ‘go with the flow’
and your staff is thankful for your attitude!
One change that will have to be made in July is due to the air
conditioning being shut down in the older part of the building
(Wesley Hall and the Offices). This WILL NOT affect the 8:15
service. The 8:15 Traditional Worship in Asbury Hall will continue
as usual in July. This WILL affect the 10:30 services.
Your clergy are inviting us all to meet together at 10:30 in Asbury –
where it will be cool! – and to experience the different styles of
worship we offer.
On July 12, Rev. Parker Benson will be leading us in the 8:15
(Morning Glory) worship – what we call a casual traditional
service. His scripture and theme will be from Psalm 137.
On July 19, Rev. Sarah Slack will be leading us with a
contemporary style of worship. The topic that morning is Sabbath
vs. Vacation. Chris Lee is looking forward to sharing some special
music with you!

If you have any questions please contact
Betty Smith at (865-983-7172).
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On July 26, Rev. Nance will lead us in worship at 8:15 and 10:30
am. The services will have a “back to school” theme as we Bless
the Backpacks as part of traditional worship services.
We look forward to seeing everyone at either 8:15 or 10:30 in
ASBURY HALL in July!

Anniversary Celebration
July 15th
Beginning at 6:00 pm
Five members of the Maryville Celebrate Recovery team will be
attending the National Celebrate Recovery Summit in
Murfreesboro, TN. This happens July 8th through the 10th.
Please keep them in your prayers as they travel and learn
more about the program.
It is hard to believe on July 15th the recovery ministry here at
1st United Methodist Church will celebrate its 2nd Anniversary.
CR volunteers are hard at work putting together a special
celebration we want ALL of YOU to attend.
In a recent “newsletter” sent out to Celebrate Recovery
volunteers, Larry Campbell stated, “My opinion is that we are
very fortunate to have Parker as the Pastor in charge of this
ministry. His down to earth, straight forward approach attracts
the people hurting the most as evidenced by the number of
people coming forward to accept the chip and the prayers he
offers. In three months, I have counted nearly 50 people that
have accepted a chip to signify their willingness to stand
before the congregation, admit their need for help and accept
the challenge to change their life.”
Your continued love, support and prayers are greatly
appreciated. Keep up with Celebrate Recovery Maryville on
Facebook and at CRmaryvilleTN.com .

At the 2nd Anniversary Celebration special
bracelets will be handed out to people. The
different colored beads on the bracelet
represent the 8-principles of the Celebrate
Recovery program.
Black - The dark place in our powerless hearts
Purple - The power of God

- Christ
Red - Open my heart
Clear - Let go of old ways
- Happiness in forgiveness
Blue - Quiet time with God
Green - Growth in Christ

Welcome Table
May
962 Meals were served
June
847 Meals were served
Desserts are needed each Thursday. If you can
bake something or pick something up and bring
it in that would be great. Just take the desserts
to Wesley Hall or drop them by the office on
Thursday and we’ll get them there.

After years of diligent work by our board, the
COMPASSion Counseling Center is finally opening! A
facility has been found, nonprofit status has been
obtained, a website and social media sites have been
developed, and we are interviewing for an Executive
Director that will hopefully be hired by mid July.
COMPASSion Counseling will be a non-profit, spiritually
integrated counseling center affiliated with Samaritan
Institute. The center will be open to anyone regardless
of religious affiliation or ability to pay. It is scheduled to
open in November thanks to the support of our church
and the generous donations of its members.
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Currently, construction is beginning on the conversion
of a bathroom in the facility to make it handicap
accessible. If you would be able to help with the
donation of materials or physical labor please contact
Chris Hurley at 659-7437.
There are only a few more needs to finish furnishing the
facility. They are: five trash cans, two small bookcases,
a large rectangle table, three small loveseats or
comfortable seating for clients, and three desk lamps.
If you have any of these items and would be able to
donate them to the center please contact Suzanne
Stratton at 850-9484. We ask for your continued
prayers and support as we bring this new service to our
community.

Children’s Corner
Contact:

Denise Johns, djohns@1stchurch.org or 982-1273

Blessing
of the
backpacks
Here’s
a look
at this year’s VBS t-shirt!
We are sending students and educators of all ages back to school with prayer
and blessings! There will be a time of prayer and blessing during each
worship service on July 26th. Students of all ages and educators are
encouraged to bring their backpacks and briefcases to be blessed. Please
invite your friends to church on Sunday, July 26th so their backpacks can also
be blessed.
School Supplies
As children are heading back to school everyone is busy buying supplies for
their children. Unfortunately, many children in our area do not receive all the
school supplies they need as their parents and/or guardians simply do not
have adequate funds to purchase these supplies. Please take time to visit the
“Giving Tree” bulletin board located on the lower level of the church across
from room 147. There are many school supplies to choose from that you can
purchase and bring back to the church any Sunday in July. Please leave your
items in the bin across from the Church Office. You can also sponsor a
backpack and purchase the entire supply list for a child in need. All supplies
will be given to our partner school, Montvale Elementary.

New music
selected for
children’s choirs
Starting in August
members of the Primary
Praise Singers, the Merrymakers and Joy Singers will
begin using a faith-based, age-appropriate music
curriculum. Growing in Grace nurtures children
spiritually as they become creative musicians.
Developed and field tested by experienced music
educators and children’s choir leaders, songs are
carefully written with singable texts, memorable
melodies and engaging accompaniments to inspire and
appeal to children.

Musical activities guide both younger and older children
in making good choices, leading to a meaningful,
healthy relationship with God and with one another.
Children learn to take time to know God and God’s
Word, grow in God’s likeness and show God’s love to
others.
If your children aren’t in a choir already, contact Terry
Wilson (sacmusic@1stchurch.org) or Susan Daves
(sdaves@1stchurch.org) for more information.
Choir startup dates are on the right of this page.
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Needed items
While the Alternative Gift Fair is
still months way, the Children’s
Ministry Department wants to start
getting ready for the event. If you
have any clean quart or pint
Mason Jars you aren’t using,
please bring them to Denise
Johns. The jars will be filled with
soup mixes and cocoa, then sold
at the AGF to raise money for
mission projects.

Music Ministry
Startups
Adults:
Morning Glory Chorus
Each Sunday at 7:35 am
Chancel Choir
Wednesdays starting
July 8 at 7:30 pm
Evensong Handbells
Sundays starting
August 16th at 5:15 pm
Asagao Handbells
Thursdays starting
August 27th at 10:15 am

Youth:

Youth Handbells (7th-12th)
Sundays starting
August 9th at 4:30 pm
Celebration Singers
(7th – 12th)
Sundays starting
August 9th at 5:10 pm

Children:
Primary Praise Singers
(K-1st)
Mondays starting
August 10th at 3:30 pm
Merrymakers (2nd/3rd)
Mondays starting
August 10th at 3:30 pm
Joy Singers (4th-6th)
Mondays starting
August 10th at 3:30 pm

Happening at

Sundays
*7:35 am - Morning Glory Chorus. 249
*8:15 & 10:30 am - Worship in Asbury Hall (through July)
*9:15 am - Sunday School Sampler (see schedule)
July 12th - Youth Service Night from 5:00 to 8:00 pm
July 26th - Youth Service Night from 5:00 to 8:00 pm
August 2nd - Youth Water Wars

Mondays
*7:00 pm - Recovery 12 Steps/Women, 254
July 13th at 10:00 am - UMW Circle 2, 254
July 20th at 10:00 am - Book Club,147
July 20th at 6:00 pm - Finance Meeting, 254
July 27th at 7:00 pm - Church Council, 249

Memorials & Honorariums
Habitat Build
In honor of:
Jim Curtiss

Tuesdays
*6:00 pm - Devoted Fitness, Asbury Hall
*7:00 pm - Pickleball, Asbury Hall

Wednesdays
*6:00 pm - Celebrate Recovery Light Meal, Asbury Hall
*7:00 pm - Celebrate Recovery Worship, Asbury Hall
*8:10 pm - Celebrate Recovery Share Groups (various rms)
*7:30 pm - Chancel Choir Rehearsal,249

Thursdays
*6:30 am - Men’s Bible Study, Panera Bread in Alcoa
*5:00 pm - Welcome Table, Asbury Hall
July 9th - Knit Together Ministry,147

Given by:
Steve & Shirley Stinnett

Memorial Fund
In memory of:
Al Dockter
Lorene Kimbrough
Lorene Kimbrough
Lorene Kimbrough
Lorene Kimbrough
Lorene Kimbrough
Joe Cunningham
Mike Matzek
Brenda Lynn
Margie McCammon
Hazel Goddard
Houston Goddard

Music Fund
In memory of:
Martha Porter
Jack Stewart

Given by:
Jim Porter & Family
Jerry & Linda West

Fridays
*7:00 pm—New Covenant Class, Asbury Hall
The Happening at 1st calendar and other information is
available at www.1stchurch.org.
*denotes an event that happens each week

Given by:
Shirley Heatherly
Georgia McNabb & Family
Dan & Lenora Thompson
Vivian Buttrey
Norma & Greg Seat
Marceil Peery
Jerry & Linda West
Jerry & Linda West
Jerry & Linda West
Jerry & Linda West
Jerry & Linda West
Jerry & Linda West

Organ Fund
In memory of:
Al Dockter
Al Doctkter
Al Dockter
Lorene Kimbrough

Given by:
Dave & Caroline Conklin
Steve & Ruth West
Thomas & Mary Clyburn
Marceil Peery

Welcome Table
Our Church Family
Congratulations to Tripp & Caroline Smith on the birth of
their son Preston Joseph Smith on May 21st. The proud
grandparents are Joe & Sue Dawson.

In memory of:
Juanita Morton
Alan Lewis
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Barbara Sharpe
Jerry & Linda West
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Check out pictures from Jr./Sr. High Assembly on the
Holston Conference Youth Ministry Facebook page

Several of our youth are on a
Conference led mission trip to
Grundy, VA this week. Please
be in prayer for them as they go
to serve as the hands and feet of
Christ.

Important dates:
July 12th

Youth Service Night

5:00 to 8:00 pm

July 17th - 20th

Beach Trip

July 26th

Youth Service Night

5:00 to 8:00 pm

August 2nd

Water Wars

5:00 to 8:00 pm
Nathan Irwin, Youth Director
nirwin@1stchurch.org

A special edition of The Church Bell will be printed later this month covering the 150th Celebration of July 5th.

