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For all of its potential problems, Facebook can provide some rather interesting
information. A case in point, one of my Facebook "friends" asked this question (I am
quoting from memory): How much of your church building is used for the winning of
people to Christ, seeking the lost and making disciples? May not be the exact question
but it is close, I think.
Three things came to mind immediately, not to ignore the obvious (worship, bible studies
and Sunday school): Recovery @ Maryville, Welcome Table, and Family Promise. All of
these ministries reach a part of our community that, until they began, had not been
reached.
Recovery @ Maryville launched on July 17th. For the two weeks
since its birth, we have averaged 150 guests. The people
participating are searching for meaning and help with their hurts,
habits and hang-ups. Transformation will occur as people submit
their lives to the only One who can and wants to bring healing, that
is Jesus. The transformation happens not only for the guests but for
the volunteers, as well. The reality, of course, is that all of us are in
need of some kind of recovery.
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The Welcome Table has been in existence for a couple of
years now. We serve over 200 meals weekly. There is no
charge for the meal. For many, this is a time, not only for
food, but fellowship and human interaction. Again, the
transformation for both the served and the servers is
palpable.
Family Promise is a community effort of supporting
congregations to help homeless families get on their feet
again. For First Church, we house families four or five times a year. It takes a real team
effort to make the place into a temporary home for the families, most of whom have small
children.
All of these ministries have one core value in common: hospitality. To the extent that
hospitality has been shown, without judgment, the ministry has thrived. The church
becomes a safe place for people to come to worship, fellowship, ask questions and
experience grace.
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Through all of these efforts, by the grace of God, transformation occurs in ways that are
often imperceptible. I love being a part of Kingdom movements in this church where I can
just be 'Larry' and where grace and hospitality are the key ingredients. Thank your Lord
Jesus for your presence in this place. Continue to lead us to the least, the last and the
lost. Amen!

Larry
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Welcome!
Please take time to welcome Becky Pirtle to 1st UMCMaryville. She joined the church on July 7th during
“The Crossing” service.

The rosebud on the altar (August 4th) is in celebration
of the birth of Paul Henry Warner on July 18th. Ryan
and Amber Warner are his proud parents and Thomas
is the big brother.

Sunday commitments for August 4, 2013
Happening at 1st
August 4th – August 10th, 2013
Sunday, August 4, 2013
7:35 AM Morning Glory Chorus rehearsal, 249
8:15 AM Morning Glory Worship, Asbury Hall
9:15 AM Sunday School
10:30 AM Traditional Worship, Sanctuary
10:30 AM The Crossing, Asbury Hall
3:30 PM Youth Praise Band, The Cove
4:00 PM Financial Peace, 214
4:30 PM Youth Handbells, 252
5:10 PM Celebration Singers, 249
5:30 PM Acolyte Training, Sanctuary
6:00 PM Youth, Asbury Hall
Monday, August 5, 2013
10:45 AM Mighty Musical Monday, Tennessee Theater
7:00 PM Troop Meeting, Asbury Hall
7:00 PM Building Committee, 214
Tuesday, August 6, 2013
10:00 AM Cumberland County Playhouse
6:00 PM Devoted Fitness, Asbury
7:00 PM AA, 128
7:00 PM Young Adult Trivia, Smoky Mtn. Brewery
Wednesday, August 7, 2013
3:45 PM Girls Bible Study, Vienna Coffee House
Recovery at Maryville, Asbury Hall
5:30 PM Light Meal, Asbury Hall
6:30 PM Celebration Service, Asbury Hall
7:45 PM Sharing Groups (assigned room)
7:00 PM Dude’s Bible Study, Taco Bell
7:00 PM Ladies Bible Study, Panera Bread
7:30 PM Chancel Choir rehearsal, 249
Thursday, August 8, 2013
10:00 AM Prayer Shawl Ministry, 243
5:00 PM Welcome Table, Asbury Hall
7:00 PM AA, 128
Friday, August 9, 2013
10:00 AM Kindermusic, 109
7:00 PM Young Adult Dinner at Asa & Brian Majors

Prepare for Worship
Hosea 11: 1-11
Psalm 107: 1-9,43
(UMH 830)
Colossians 3:1-11
Luke 12: 13-21
Kids Own Worship
Pre-school –
Mike & Janel Nocton
Elementary –
Chip & Summer Webb
Staff on call:
Please contact
Brenda (414-8493)
or Larry (414-8494)
Parsonage (233-2712)

Greeters:
 8:15 Morning Glory
Bill Mueller
Sam Johnson
R.T. & Clara Ousley



10:30 Sanctuary
Gary & Ellie Doughty
Rob & Fran Goddard



10:30 The Crossing
William Russell
John & Sally Thierbach

Memorial Fund
In Honor or Memory Of
Given By
Sara Jo Kramer
Hennie Morris
Sara Jo Kramer
Jack & Kathleen Stewart
Sara Jo Kramer
Mr. & Mrs.Clifford Henry, Jr.
Sara Jo Kramer
Jane Huddleton
Millicent Hinger
Jerry & Frances Hodge
Music Fund
In Honor or Memory Of
Given By
Ross Sweet
Carol Price & Family
Ross Sweet
Larry & Joann Garner
Katie Bramblett
Ernest & Anne Hand
Elizabeth Dunn
Ernest & Anne Hand
Jean Aderholt
Ernest & Anne Hand
Ross Sweet
Rob & Fran Goddard
Sara Jo Kramer
Ernie & Pat Blankenship
Welcome Table
In Honor or Memory Of
Given By
Katie Bramblett
Betty & Gerald Smith

A summer of friendship
Over the past couple of months the children’s Sunday
School program has focused on friends. Each week,
children in Kindergarten through 6th grade visited
different “stations” each week with the theme of
friendship tying them all together. On July 29th, the
children made their last ornaments for the “friendship”
tree in Wesley Hall and wrote notes to “friends” in
Oklahoma. These notes will accompany donations of
over $200 to help replace library books lost in the spring
tornadoes. Clara Ousley would like to thank all the
volunteers who manned stations throughout the
summer and put so much hard work into the effort!

Caring for Kuldiga
The outreach of 1st UMC-Maryville stretches around the
world, and that includes the nation of Latvia. Together
with three other area UMC churches, the Kuldiga
Partnership has given both monetary and physical
support to this growing congregation in Latvia, which is
thousands of miles from East Tennessee.
Next summer, another trip is planned to Kuldiga UMC,
June 14-24th. . The expected cost is $2000 a person. If
you are interested please call Jim Hayes at
865-494-7502 or e-mail him at jrhayes46@bellsouth.net.
If you can’t make the trip there is another BIG way you
can help. Through a special fund set up with the
Holston Conference Foundation, people like YOU are
helping the Kuldiga Church prepare for the future. The
Ervins Fund is set up to help the church buy apartments
in the building where they meet. This will allow the
church to provide a residence for their minister. To
donate to this fund, simply write a check to 1st UMC,
putting “Ervins Fund” on the memo line.

Mark your calendars!!
Fall Missions Work Day
September 14th
(more details coming soon!)
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Fun and fellowship Whether it’s supper with friends or a
trip to the Tennessee Theater there is always time for
fellowship here at 1st UMC well beyond Sunday mornings.
Below are a few of the upcoming events planned for people
of all ages.
You can sign up for any of these events by calling
865-982-1273 or going online to www.fumc-maryville.org.

Mighty Musical Monday
August 5th: Leave the church at 10:45
The King and I
August 6th
Cumberland County Playhouse
$40 per person

Adult Ministries
Contact: Ginny West Case, ginnywc@fumc-maryville.org
865-982-1273

Everything old is new again. This is a saying you all
know well, and it is this year’s theme for the Maryville
District “Golden Opportunities” event. Last year you had
to go to Madisonville to hear the speakers and enjoy the
workshops, but this time you don’t have to go far at all.
1st UMC-Maryville is hosting the event on Thursday,
September 12th from 8:30 am to 3:00 pm.!
Bill Landry of WBIR’s “The
Heartland Series” will be
the afternoon speaker and
the Rev. Tim Jones of
Peck’s Memorial UMC will
serve as the worship
leader.

Fiddler on the Roof
The Clayton Center
August 9th: 7:00 pm
Tickets are $20
Fall Train Excursion—Hiwassee River Gorge
October 21st
Tickets range from $45—$87
(Please express your interest ASAP to insure getting tickets
before the peak of the Fall colors)

Contact: Asa Majors at rev.asa.lee@gmail.com
865-982-1273
Dishing out good times
You never know what you’re going to get served when
you come to a “potluck” dinner, but you are almost always
assured of having a great meal and quality fellowship.
Asa is inviting all people post-college to around age 35 to
her house on August 9th at 7 pm. All you need to do is
bring a dish to share and be ready to make new friends
and reconnect with old ones. Asa’s house is directly
across from the Maryville Junior High School track.

Rapids transit
The Great Smoky Mountains are filled with opportunities
to cool down and one of the best ways to do it is take a
ride down the Little River in Townsend. This Young Adult
Adventure begins at 1:00 pm on August 24th. The cost is
$9 for tubing (and some extra money for food afterward).
Be sure and bring a swimsuit and comfortable clothes for
an afternoon of rapids and fun. Please sign up as soon
as possible (by contacting Asa or going online to
www.fumc-maryville.org) so we can make reservations.

The entire “Golden Opportunities” event is designed for
people ages 50 and older. The cost of the event is $15
and the registration deadline is September 2nd. (Make
checks payable to the Maryville District UMC). Please be
sure and invite your friends! This is going to be a great
event.
Please see Ginny West Case at the information above
for more information.

Making peace happen
If YOU haven’t considered coming to
Sunday School or think all the
classes are the same, get ready for
“Jesus, Bombs and Ice Cream.”
If the title doesn’t grab you, then the
story behind it and the questions it
provokes likely will.
The book came about after a chance
meeting between activist Shane Claiborne and Ben
Cohen (of Ben & Jerry’s fame) a few years ago. The two
exchanged adoration for each others work and out of that
conversation this book was born.
Simply put, the book examines how YOU can help a more
peaceful world become a reality.
Won’t YOU join us for the discussion?

“Jesus, Bombs & Ice Cream”
Sunday Mornings at 9:15 am
Room 128

Trivia Nights
August 6th
August 21st
Smoky Mountain Brewery

Begins August 4th!
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Children ‘s Corner
If you need more information on any of these
Children’s ministries activities please contact
Denise Johns: djohns@fumc-maryville.org

Acolyte Training Reminder!
(for new and current acolytes)

August 4th: 5:30 –6:30 pm
Pizza and Ice Cream Sundaes afterward
The training is for children in 3rd through 6th grades.
Please RSVP to Denise Johns at 268-2921 or
djohns@fumc-maryville.org.

Wowed by Wesley
Back to school blessings
Yes, it’s that time of year again! This week
children in Maryville will be heading back to
school. To mark this occasion there will be
a “Blessing of the Backpacks or
Lunchboxes” on August 11th. This is for
ALL children. Just have your child come to
church with their backpack or lunchbox. The
pastors at each service will have a special
time to bless the children as they begin a new school year.

Everyone loves a good story and this past week, the children
in Kids Own Worship got to hear all about John and Charles
Wesley and how they became Methodists.
Charles West led KOW with his daughters helping teach the
kids through the use of a skit. The week before, Alex Cherry
and Olivia George led an exercise on showing friends how to
be “stuck on God.”

Children are also asked to bring donations of canned tuna,
boxes of macaroni and cheese or jars of peanut butter to be
donated to the local food pantry.

Making a splash
Parents and children alike
were thankful to have a sunny
and warm day on July 28th.
The back to school swim party
at the Green Meadow pool was
a rousing success with about
75 people coming out to enjoy
time in the water and a slice or
two of “cookie cake.”

Two more summer morning movies!
Looking forward to Fall
Fall is an exciting time both in school and here at church.
Our Fall Sunday School teachers are excited to be a part of
the children’s ministry program. Please be in prayer for our
wonderful volunteers who dedicated a great deal of time and
energy to the children of the church.
Our elementary children’s leaders this Fall include:
Scott and Leslie Morstatt, Crystal West, Whitney Cox, Greta
Smith, Debbie Heaton, Phil and Tiffany Griffin, Suzanne
Stratton and Stacey Roberts. (Preschool leaders will be
announced later.) If you feel called to serve in the children’s
ministry, please see Denise Johns.

Bible Presentations
As children grow and learn, so do
their needs when it comes to Bibles.
On Sunday, August 11th, Bibles
will be presented to our 1st and 3rd
graders during all three worship
services. Please contact Denise
(information above in the blue box)
and let her know what service your
child will be attending.
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August 1st— Yogi Bear
August 8th—Chimpanzee
Cost is $4
Please text or call Denise at
679-0247 and
let her know you are coming.

What are your children learning?
Sunday, July 28th
(Last Sunday)
K-6th—Friendship
Preschool:
Paul’s Journey to Rome
(Psalm 27:14)
Sunday, August 4th
(Next Sunday)
Preschool
David and Jonathan
Proverbs 17:17
K-4th
David and Jonathan
1 Samuel 18: 1-5,20:1-42
5th & 6th
The Talking Donkey
Numbers 22-24

Maryville First United Methodist Church
804 Montvale Station Road
Maryville, Tennessee 37803
Phone: 865-982-1273
Fax: 865-983-5408
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