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Back home
Amos came by the gym
where I was working and
introduced me to the District
Superintendent. The very
next Sunday I was in the
pulpit and I have been there
ever since.
The church was Union
Point and I loved it. The
people were friendly and
Parker and his wife Carol at the
welcoming and we worked
Welcome Ice Cream Social in July.
very hard to grow the church
and we had pretty good
My wife and I are so happy to be success. I have kept in touch with
here. We are both from
some of them and will always
Tennessee. Carol graduated from remember all of them.
Sullivan Central High School; I
Three years later, in 1999, I quit
graduated from McMinn County
coaching and teaching and entered
High School; and we met while
seminary full-time at Candler
attending the University of
School of Theology in Atlanta. The
Tennessee where we graduated in United Methodist Church sent me
1983. Unfortunately, Carol went to to Tate, Georgia to serve a student
Johnson City to teach school and I appointment. While there the
went to Dalton, Georgia to do the
church became a full-time
same. Fortunately, a year later
appointment and when I graduated
Carol got a job in Dalton and we got seminary in 2005 the UMC sent me
married.
to Bethlehem First.
For the next 16 years I taught
I served Bethlehem First from
Physical Education, Health, and
2005 to the present. We were very
Weight Training, and coached
fortunate to be there but as Carol’s
football and wrestling for Dalton
retirement approached, we felt it
City Schools. In 1992, after
was time to go back home, i.e.
wrestling with God off and on for
Tennessee. So, I told my District
several years, I made a rational and Superintendent that we would like
intentional decision to follow Christ. to move from the North Georgia
I turned my life, my heart, my will,
Conference to the Holston
and my future over to Him and
Conference if that was possible. It
began a new life. It has been a
took over a year for the process to
wonderful whirlwind of activity.
work its way out but eventually
In 1996 I told my pastor, Rev.
Bishops Taylor and Watson made it
Larry Amos at Tunnel Hill UMC that happen. When District
I was willing to pastor a church if
Superintendent Charles Maynard
they had a need. I had a vision of a called and told me I was coming to
small church out in the country that Maryville First I almost fell down
needed a pastor. To the best of my (and I did kneel down and thank
memory, two weeks later Rev.
God). I couldn’t believe it. My son

and his wife, and two grandkids live
in Maryville! I was, and am, so
happy. In addition, my mother (79)
and grandmother (98) live in
Fairfield Glade near Crossville, and
my daughter and her husband and
four more grandkids live in
Nashville. Carol’s father and her
siblings and many of her nieces
and nephews live in Knoxville, so
we have almost our entire family
nearby now.
Yet, I would be remiss if I did not
say, we loved living in Georgia.
There are many great people in
Georgia including our youngest two
children, Gabriel and Tilly. Gabe is
a student at the University of
Georgia, and Tilly is a registered
nurse at Children’s Healthcare of
Atlanta. Although we loved living in
Georgia and we love and miss
many people in that wonderful
southern state, our hearts belong in
Tennessee. We are so happy to be
home. To God be the glory and Go
Big Orange!
In Christ,

Parker cutting the cake at
Recovery’s 1 year
anniversary celebration.

The Church Bell - 1st United Methodist Church
The Church Bell is published on Mondays at least twice a month. If you have a story that you would like to
have told in the “Bell” or have an event you need help promoting, please contact Clayton Hensley (Director of
Communications) at chensley@fumc-maryville.org or call 982-1273. Deadlines for submissions to the
newsletter are on the Friday before publication on Monday.
You can sign up to receive your “Church Bell” in a digital edition which often includes interactive links and
“extra” pages. To receive the digital edition please visit www.1stchurch.org and look for the “Church Bell” tab
under “Happening at 1st.”

1st News

Building hope

Over the past twenty years, the people of 1st UMC-Maryville have been building
hope throughout the community because of a long standing partnership with
Habitat for Humanity. Just last week, the footers (pictured on right) were poured
on the next 1st UMC Habitat home. Construction begins on August 19th.
So far tens of thousands dollars have been raised for the project and dozens of
volunteers have signed up to help. Throughout the last couple of decades
1st UMC has built nearly a dozen homes and members have helped build many
more through District projects, employer sponsored builds and by just volunteering
with Habitat for Humanity. In addition, the church has welcomed and housed
hundreds of Habitat Volunteers from throughout the country including a recent group from Wisconsin.
The next few weeks promise to be exciting ones as the latest build gets underway. It will run from August 19th
through September 30th. Crews will work on Tuesday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday. The home is in Rockford. For
more information on this build and a look back at the other 1st UMC Habitat builds, please visit

www.1stchurchevents.org.

Meet the family

Volunteers and food

Bridget Hundley is a single
mother raising her 11-year-old son
Sage and daughter Lela who will be
4 in October. Bridget has worked at
the Rockford post office as a mail
carrier for 12 years. As a single
mom, Bridget doesn’t have much
free time, but she loves riding4wheelers whenever she can.
Sage will be a 6th grader at Union Grove School and he
loves Tai Kwon Do. He has several medals from different
competitions, picking up a silver and a gold in a recent
tournament. Sage also likes football. Lela attends preschool and her mom says she is a “girlie-girl,” but also
likes riding 4-wheelers.
Bridget has been in the Habitat program for over 2
years and has completed all Partner Family classes as
well as all the required sweat equity hours. The Hundley
family currently live in a trailer which leaks a lot when it
rains. Bridget said she sets out several coffee tins to
catch the dripping water and is excited and anxious for
the day they can move into their new home.
The Mt. Gilead
Courtyard got a long
overdue thorough cleaning
last weekend as a group of
volunteers pulled weeds,
cleaned out flower beds and
much more. (Check out
more pictures on the church
Facebook page) . If you are
interested in helping maintain this space contact Barbara
Rogers or Patsy Lunde.
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Each day during the Habitat Build, the volunteers are
going to get hungry for lunch. Simple, easy to transport
food is what is needed. Won’t you consider being part of
the team preparing and delivering the lunches to the
worksite? Just call Leslie Ragland at 984-0905 for more
information.

Important events
Is it time to RESTORE communication,
RENEW commitment or REKINDLE
romance in your marriage? You can
RECONNECT at the upcoming
Worldwide Marriage Encounter United
Methodist weekend on October 3rd
through 5th in Charlotte, NC. For more
information pick up a brochure from one
of the racks at the church or contact
Ron Werker at 414-8912 or Carol Werker at 577-8910.

Summit on Aging The Marvyille District United
Methodist Women and Mountain View UMC are hosting a
one-day seminar on the topic of aging. That’s coming up
on August 23rd. For more information and to register visit
www.holston.org/events. Cost is $8 and includes lunch.

Golden Opportunities Last fall, 1st UMC hosted the
annual district gathering for folks 50 and older. This
year, the Golden Opportunities event happens at Alcoa
1st UMC from 8:15 am to 3:15 pm. Ed Kilbourne is the
featured speaker this year. The cost is $15. The
deadline for registering is August 28th. Look for more
information in the next newsletter and online at
www.1stchurch.org.

This Sunday promises to be an exciting day for one
group here at 1st UMC, and that group invites you to
be a part of the fun. The Young Adult ministry is
moving forward with a new name and renewed spirit to
learn and grow in Christ.

Mission reflections
When you try something new, you don’t always know what to
expect and that was certainly the case for the twelve folks who
traveled to New Jersey to assist with Superstorm Sandy recovery.
“We had to trust God to lead us and we just followed with open
hearts and willing hands and feet,” said Suzanne Stratton, the
team’s leader. She and the others worked on the home of an 86year-old woman in Wildwood, a small seaside resort town. “I had
a chance to witness to Teresa and her neighbors whose constant
question was ‘Why would you come all of this way and give up
your time to help people here?’,”said Suzanne.
Teresa and her situation inspired the entire group to overcome a
number of obstacles and work to improve Teresa’s life. Suzanne
Rhoden, “Simply meeting the person whose house we were
working on and hearing some of her story was an inspiration and
made me want to work harder and faster.”
Over the course of the five days, the crew attempted to master
the art of drywall including lots of mudding and sanding. This was
quite a challenge considering few of the team members had real
experience doing this. Kathryn King said her “appalling lack of
skills” stood out the most on the first day at the work site. “I was
impressed at how quickly everyone found something to do.”

Bridge Builders is an eclectic mix of people; married
and single, ranging in age from their 20’s to their 40’s.
This ministry helps you explore the Christian faith,
especially its impact on our daily lives, through Bible
study, video based studies, reading and LOTS of open
discussion. On Sunday, August 3rd, “Bridge
Builders” invites you to a brunch and kickoff
celebration during the Sunday School hour at 9:15.
Over the next few weeks YOU are invited to learn and
grow as a new study, United Methodism 101, begins in
room 118. Then, in the weeks and months ahead, be
sure and check out the Young Adult ministry page
on the church website for updates on studies, activities
and more involving this group.

A second year

Steven Bailey is a relatively new member at 1st UMC-Maryville.
He felt going on the mission trip was a way to “grow and mature
in the body of Christ in a caring congregation.” He also said the
trip gave him an opportunity to take in the sights of a place he
now admires “not only for its strength, but also the faith and
progress endured by the locals who have overcome in the time
since Superstorm Sandy.”

It’s hard to believe, but
the Recovery at
Maryville ministry is
now in its 2nd year.
Just this past week,
The Daily Times ran a
feature on all that’s
happened at Recovery
since its 2013 launch. On July 16th, there was a
special celebration to mark this milestone, complete
with a cake and many prayers for the ministry’s
continued success.

The New Jersey mission team worked through an organization
called “A Future with Hope,” an organization that is an outreach
of the Greater New Jersey Conference of the United Methodist
Church. A church member brought up the idea of a Sandy
recovery mission to Suzanne Stratton. Her searching for
opportunities led her to “A Future with Hope.” “They were the
Methodist response to the devastation. It seemed the perfect fit
for our church.”

If you’ve been down the hallway between the track and
choir room, chances are you’ve seen the expansive
collection of books on the shelves. This is curriculum
and other materials gathered over the past few years
here at the church.

On the first day of work, the team got an overview of what would
be happening during the week. This was an eye opening
experience for Suzanne and many other team members. The
minister in charge of AFWH talked about the storm’s toll on the
people including tales of people taking storm victims insurance
money and not doing the work. Suzanne was particularly touched
with stories of families living in deplorable conditions for fear that
they would be split up because of the unsatisfactory living
conditions.
(story continues on page 6 … also more from the interviews at
www.1stmaryvilleblogspot.com)

Looking for curriculum?

A big THANK YOU goes out to Nancy Allee for
stepping up to organize it all for YOU. If you are in
need of something for a Sunday School class, a Bible
Study or just for personal devotions, then feel free to
borrow the materials and bring them back when you
are finished so others can use them too!

THE CHURCH BELL

Page 4

Promotion and Pizza

Back to school blessings
By this Sunday, most of the children
at 1st UMC will be back in school.
With that in mind it is the sincere wish
of 1st UMC, that this be a blessed
school year for everyone.
All children are invited to bring their
backpacks and/or lunchboxes to a
special “Blessing of the Backpacks” during each worship
service this Sunday, August 3rd.

What your children are learning?
Are you interested in knowing what
your child is learning in Sunday
School. The publishers of the
curriculum used here at 1st UMC
provide lots of information about it
on their website. Check it out at:

www.growproclaimserve.com

As children get ready to start a new grade in school,
many of them will also be starting new Sunday School
classes. This Sunday, parents are encouraged to
come with their children to Sunday School. The
children will start out in their old classrooms and move
on to their new ones during this time.
Following the 10:30 worship services from Noon until 2
pm, there will be a special Pizza Party picnic at the
Friendship Shelter. It’s open to all children through 6th
grade, their siblings and parents. Please sign up by
calling the church office or go online to
www.1stchurch.org .

H.U.G.S. provided
Dozens of pairs of shoes will
soon be on their way to
people all around the world.
For the past few weeks,
children in Kindergarten
through 2nd grade have been
collecting them as part of Help Us Give Shoes. That
organization has collected over 34-thousand pairs of
shoes since a young girl named Olivia started it.

Memorials and Honorariums
Recovery Program
In honor or memory of
Dane McCoy
Dane McCoy

Given by
Leslie Rader
Joey & Greta Smith

Habitat Build
In honor or memory of
French & Margaret Lawson

Given by
Larry & Lynn Ladd

Welcome Table
In honor or memory of
Blanche Badgett
Hyde Patterson
Joseph Clark
Amelia Geis-Scott

Given by
Ivanell Farber
Ivanell Farber
Ray & Susan Colclough
Eileen Johnson Lardiero

Organ Fund
In honor or memory of
Joseph Clark
Joseph Clark
Joseph Clark
Joseph Clark
Clyde Perry
Brooke Wilson
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I want to say thank you so much for the love and
support you have expressed to me and my family after the
death of my father. Joe Clark was a wonderful father and
we were all blessed by his long life! Thank you for your
kind and tender words. Although there is much to
celebrate, the loss still hurts; and, I appreciate your
understanding of that.
With love,

Catherine

Given by
Suanne Oliver
Jim & Susie Curtiss
Jerry & Frances Hodge
New Covenant SS Class
Steve & Vickie Turner
Steve & Vickie Turner

Music Fund
In Honor or Memory of
Joseph Clark

Dear Church Family,

Given By
Larry & Carole Campbell
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Are you a part of the 1st UMC church family online, if not,
what are you waiting for? Like us on Facebook or follow
us on twitter, instagram or Google+ and keep up with all
that’s going on in the lives of the 1st UMC family!

Getting to know Sarah Slack ….

This week we gave a few questions to our new associate
pastor, Sarah Slack. Here are her answers.

1. What are you looking forward to most about your move to Maryville?
While I was appointed in Virginia, my husband continued to work in Knoxville (Thursday-Sunday).
Moving to Maryville puts my family all under one roof again!
2. Who are your favorite authors and why?
I have always loved John Steinbeck. I am drawn to his imagery and characters.I also rather enjoy
Patricia Cornwell (her Scarpetta series in particular). I like the suspense and the references to our area!
3. What are your favorite movies and why?
I love the movies I enjoyed as a child, particularly the Disney classics. I get to experience them anew
with my daughters and find I can still sing along!
4. What are the first Bible Stories you remember hearing and where did you hear them?
David and Goliath. I have a vivid image of a Sunday School sheet or children’s Bible with David and his slingshot from the first
church I ever attended, Newport Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Newport, VA.
On Christmas Eve, my family (which consisted of my momma and my little brother) would read the birth of Jesus from Luke’s
Gospel. One year, my brother and I got a new Bible for Christmas and we read the story from our own copy of scripture.
5. When it comes to potluck dinners what do you usually bring and what food do you most look forward to having?
I often bring Italian meatballs in red sauce (cooked in the crockpot) or, if I have forgotten to go to the store, whatever I can put
together from my refrigerator/pantry. That usually ends up being a vegetable stir-fry.
I look forward to that big plate of sliced tomatoes in the summer. Year round, I scope out the éclair dessert (the one with graham
crackers, pudding and chocolate topping).
6. Where is the furthest place you've traveled and why did you go there?
I have been to the Middle East (Syria, Jordan, Lebanon, Egypt, Israel). I went with the Middle
East Travel Seminar while I was in seminary (2001). It was a journey to see the world’s
history, our history as Christians, and to discover the Middle East today.
7. What do you remember about your wedding day?
I made our wedding cake. It was a 4 tiered rice crispy cake. My step-father dropped it on the
way into the church. We ate it anyway.
8. Describe your experience at the first church you served.
I was an associate pastor at Cokesbury in Knoxville. I was 23 years old, fresh out of
seminary, and new to Tennessee. My main focus was Outreach and Evangelism. I remember not liking the term “evangelism”
because of images of street preachers. I quickly reworked that image with the help of Rev. Stephen DeFur. Evangelism became
helping people know God. And that’s exactly why I felt called to be a pastor…to help people know God.

Mission reflections (cont.)
By the end of the first day the
team had grown much closer.
Laughter filled the air on
countless occasions. Suzanne
Stratton: “We would laugh and
share with each other. God had
given us pure joy in Him and
each other.”
Kathryn King said the experience
had an impact on her faith
journey, too. “This is quite hard
to articulate, even for a word
girl,” Kathryn said. “The Christian
fellowship was
incredible...watching genuine
laughter around the dinner table,
overcoming frustrations with
grace, and lifting each other up
in love and prayer. The joy of

Christian fellowship and service
must be very close to heaven on
earth.”

Kathryn King’s Quirky favorites from
#njmission2014
“Watch the tram car please!”
The Oscar Mayer weiner mobile
Lucy the Elephant
Aiden’s prayer before stepping
off the bus
Evan’s mad cup stacking skills
Suzanne Rhoden’s mad mudding skills
“Let it Go”
Bon Jovi
Clayton’s culinary skills
Maryland (enough said)
The Fractured Prune
Pants on the ground
“Woot woot!”
Mack’s Pizza
Wawa

For Suzanne Rhoden, the
experience re-enforced her belief
that “we are on this earth to help
one another and each of us can
do that with muscle , money or
prayer.”
The joyous feeling of helping
others and laughing with fellow
team members also helped
shape the experience for Steven.
“My hands and feet were not
guided by the usual case of labor
and complaining, but by trust
and guidance that my gifts were
used in a blessed way to
enhance the project and
surrounding area.”
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HAPPENING AT
Sunday, August 3, 2014
7:35 AM Morning Glory Chorus rehearsal, 249
8:15 AM Morning Glory Worship, Asbury Hall
9:15 AM Sunday School
10:30 AM The Crossing, Asbury Hall
10:30 AM Traditional Worship, Sanctuary
12:00 PM Children’s Pizza Party, Friendship Shelter
6:00 PM Youth, 152, Wesley Hall
Monday, August 4, 2014
6:30 PM Staff parish, 213
6:30 PM Welcome Table Steering Committee, 214
7:00 PM Troop Meeting, Asbury Hall
Tuesday, August 5, 2014
11:00 AM Lunch for 60 plus, 215
6:00 PM Devoted Fitness, Asbury Hall
7:00 PM AA, 128
7:00 PM Pickleball, Asbury Hall
Wednesday, August 6, 2014
Recovery at Maryville, Asbury Hall
5:30 PM Light Meal, Asbury Hall
6:30 PM Worship Service, Asbury Hall
7:45 PM Sharing Groups (assigned rooms)
7:30 PM Chancel Choir, 249
Thursday, August 7, 2014
9:45 AM Circle 1, 254
10:00 AM Circle 2, 215
5:00 PM Welcome Table, Asbury Hall
7:00 PM AA, 128
Saturday, August 9, 2014
9:00 AM Pickleball, Asbury Hall
1:00 PM Eagle Scout Ceremony, Sanctuary, Wesley Hall

Sunday 8/3/14

Sunday 8/10/14

Greeters:
 8:15 Morning Glory
Ron & Mary Cate
Larry & Hilda Chesney

Greeters:
 8:15 Morning Glory
Steve & Ruth West
Jerry & Frances Hodge





10:30 The Crossing
Don & Marsha
McPherson
Kirt & Julie Lowe



10:30 Traditional
Bob Ivens
Dallas & Amber Monroe



10:30 The Crossing
Allen & Alisa Mason
Rathbone
Kim & Brian Anderson
10:30 Traditional
Barry & Lynn Mathis
Bill Wells
Jodie Trew

Kids Own Worship
Pre-school
Ryan & Amber Warner
Elementary
Dallas & Amber Monroe

Kids Own Worship
Pre-school
Dave & Jen Flynn
Elementary
Darby & Emily Abbott

Acolytes
Sophia Shepherd
Drew Barton

Acolytes
Josef & Isabella Morstatt
Scott & Leslie Morstatt

THE CHURCH BELL

Page 7

Sunday, August 10, 2014
7:35 AM Morning Glory Chorus rehearsal, 249
8:15 AM Morning Glory Worship, Asbury Hall
9:15 AM Sunday School
10:30 AM The Crossing, Asbury Hall
10:30 AM Traditional, Sanctuary
4:30 PM Youth Handbells, 252, 254
5:10 PM Celebration Singers, 249
6:00 PM Youth, 152
Monday, August 11, 2014
10:00 AM Circle 3, 214
3:30 PM Primary Praise Singers (K-1st)
3:30 PM Merrymakers (2nd-3rd)
3:30 PM Joy Singers (4th-6th)
7:00 PM Troop Meeting, Friendship Shelter
Tuesday, August 12, 2014
11:00 AM Tuesday Lunch for 60+, 215
6:00 PM Devoted Fitness, Asbury Hall
7:00 PM AA, 128
7:00 PM Pickleball, Asbury
Wednesday, August 13, 2014
Recovery at Maryville, Asbury Hall
5:30 PM Light Meal, Asbury Hall
6:30 PM Worship Service, Asbury Hall
7:45 PM Sharing Groups (assigned rooms)
7:30 PM Chancel Choir, 249
Thursday, August 14, 2014
5:00 PM Welcome Table, Asbury Hall
6:30 PM Trustees, 214
7:00 PM AA, 128
7:00 PM VFW 10855, 254
Friday, August 15, 2014
7:45 AM Family Promise Board, 214
Saturday, August 16, 2014
9;00 AM Pickleball, Asbury Hall

Renovation project update
The Building Committee continues to work
with the goal of beginning a renovation
project early in 2015. A Construction
Manager at Risk has been selected to
oversee the project. A required Hazardous
Materials Survey is being completed and a
consultant has been chosen to lead the
congregation in raising the capital funds
necessary for the project. The Capital
Campaign is expected to kick-off on Sunday, October 21.
The Building Committee is excited about the opportunities that
will be created by this ambitious and much needed project.
Improvements to our lighting and sound systems will fill our
worship areas with light, song and The Word. Our children will
learn and worship in freshened spaces that better meet their
growing needs. Flexible space in the sanctuary will allow new
and improved avenues for worship. Comfort of those in the 1967
building will increase when the heating and cooling systems are
brought into the 21st century.
These improvements will enable our congregation to have a
facility that serves our worship, education and mission needs as
well as the needs of the many outside groups we welcome into
our spaces. We are also investing in spaces which will welcome
those looking for a church family.
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MUSIC MINISTRY START-UP DATES
for Fall 2014
Search for Youth Director

Adults:

Stephen Nelson’s last day as director of youth
ministries here at 1st UMC is August 3rd. The Staff
Parish Relations Committee (SPRC) is in the
process of finalizing a job description and posting it
on various websites and in several publications.
Please continue to pray for this ministry as it
undergoes a transition.

Morning Glory Chorus
Continuous – Sundays 7:35 am
Chancel Choir
(Started back July 23rd) – 7:30 pm
Evensong Handbells
Sunday, Aug. 17 – 5:15 pm
Asagao Handbells
Thursday, Aug. 28 – 10:15 am

A little landscaping
Students and teachers
returning to Maryville Junior
High School this week will
see some improved
landscaping thanks to the
work of a few 1st UMC youth.
Last week, this group spent
the day pulling weeds,
digging, and planting. This
was a great way to help share
God’s love with our neighbors
across the street.

Youth:

Youth Handbells (7th-12th)
Sunday, Aug. 10 – 4:30 pm
Celebration Singers (7th – 12th)
Sunday, Aug. 10– 5:10 pm

Children:

Primary Praise Singers (K-1st)
Monday, Aug.11 – 3:30 pm
Merrymakers (2nd/3rd)
Monday, Aug.11 – 3:30 pm
Joy Singers (4th-6th)
Monday, Aug.11 – 3:30 pm

