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Transformed by Christ, we will:
TELL,TEACH,TOUCH the World.

Two
Churches

One
Celebration

A change of plans
Just a couple of hours
before the 150th
Celebration got
underway, the rain was
still pouring in much of
the area and forecasts
called for more rain that
day. After months of
planning for a
celebration in the park,
the event was moved
inside both Broadway and 1st United Methodist
Churches.

United in Music
The Holy Spirt flowed through the crowd
gathered on July 5th as the two congregations
were united in song. From familiar hymns like
Blessed Assurance to the triumphant sound of the
Battle Hymn of the Republic, hundreds of voices
were raised in celebration of 150 years of
serving Christ and the Community.

(A big thanks to
everyone who worked
to make the transition
a smooth one).

As folks gathered at
Broadway UMC for
worship, most of the clouds parted, the sun came
out and cast a golden glow on what was
definitely a grand event.
Greeters from both churches stood at the doors
to welcome folks as
they arrived and
pastors were out
shaking hands.
Behind the scenes
people were still
making sure
everything was
ready including the
combined church
choirs which had a
few warm ups in
the minutes before
everything got
started. There was
even a need for the
ushers to find more
seats as both floors of the Sanctuary began to fill
up with worshippers.

Terry Wilson, Chris Lee and Alan Elazer (of
Broadway UMC) led the two church choirs and
the congregation in an American Hymn Sampler
and more. The closing hymn was Blest Be The Tie
That Binds, a fitting song for an event where two
churches formed out of a a great divide were
once again united in spirit and song.
Following worship, the event moved from
Broadway over to 1st UMC where folks enjoyed
a tasty barbecue dinner and familiar hymns,
bluegrass style, from Jesse Gregory and her band.

*Check out more pictures from the event at
www.1stchurch.org and on Facebook.
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A message for the occasion
The Rev. Charles Maynard, the Maryville District Superintendent, delivered a
sermon on July 5th that was not only fine tuned for the celebration, but also
resonated with people focused on current events.
The Civil War created the split that led to the formation of both 1st UMC and
Broadway UMC. At one point the churches were in separate Annual Conferences
covering the same geographic area. The reunification of the conferences did not
happen until 1939, long after the war had ended. During his sermon, Rev.
Maynard poignantly illustrated the difficulty the factions had when it came to the
vote to reunite.
He also pointed out “touchstone” moments like a 50-year reunion at Gettysburg where soldiers who once
fought each other came together to remember what had happened, even helping each other cross obstacles
on the battlefield. There was also the tale of an African-American choir which stirred up the Holy Spirit at
a tense meeting to vote on uniting the two different Holston Annual Conferences. The choir’s song helped
ease the tension in the room and probably helped tip the vote in favor of reunification.
Today, both Broadway and 1st UMC are part of the Holston Conference of the United Methodist Church.
Each church is focused on the goal of growing disciples of Christ and while still divided physically, both
are ONE in the Spirit.

I don’t know where to find anything in the Bible
If you feel lost in Bible Studies, or are embarrassed to ask a question, this is for you. Join Rev. Catherine
Nance on Sundays, August 9th and August 16th at 6:00 pm. (Come to one or both.) We will talk about
the difference between the Old and New Testaments; where to find those favorite passages and stories;
and how it all fits together.
If you’ve had DISCIPLE or other Bible Studies, you’re fine. If you panic when someone says, “Let’s turn to
the Beatitudes …” then THIS IS FOR YOU!

Upcoming Events

Session 1—Times & dates TBD
Session 2 - Fridays beginning August 7th at 10:00 am
(Must have taken session 1)

Session 3 - Wednesdays beginning September 2nd at 6:30 pm
Thursdays beginning September 3rd at 10:00 am
(Must have taken Session 1 or 2)

Trips

Apple Barn & Country Tonite
August 11th—Leaving at 11:00 am

Back to Brevard
August 25th—Leaving at 8:30 am

*Cost of meal and $18.30 needed

*Money for lunch needed
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Five Marks of a Methodist
Sundays during worship in August
8:15 and 10:30 am

ONLINE ALL THE TIME!

The next editon of The Church Bell will be printed on August 3rd!
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