Transformed by Christ,
we will
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TELL
TEACH
TOUCH
the World.

Reflecting……..
Last week I spent some time with the story of Elijah. It prompted many thoughts, and in
retrospect, perhaps I should have used that story in First and Second Kings as the text for
yesterday’s sermon. I wake up today thinking I failed to make the Luke 9 text relevant. Be
that as it may, both stories are about a Lord who looks forward….who is always leading us
to face forward….”futuring” it is sometimes called.
I, like many of us, like to stay in the comfort of the present and even look at the
nostalgia of the past. I gave myself the luxury of spending a little time in that place of
nostalgia. Elijah mentored Elisha…. a move that was preparing for the future. But I asked
myself about those who mentored me. As I begin my 42nd year of ordained ministry, my
11th year as a pastor on staff at First UMC of Maryville, approach my 40th wedding
anniversary, and became a mother-in-law last weekend, it seems ok to let Elijah’s story
prompt some celebration of folks who helped me along the way, both to enter ministry and
to live and grow in ministry.
For most who are at my stage in life, that would take a book! But all of the people who
came to mind, I met in church. I remember all of my pastors in my home church and all
were so supportive, but I especially remember the two who saw me through those teenage
years and into college. It reminded me that perhaps Stephen and Asa may never know
the amazing impact they are making on those youth in their care, but that I am so proud of
the way they faithfully plan and develop relationships.
Are you putting your young person in a position to be mentored by these two
faith-filled and loving leaders? I even remember a pastor who was so good at letting
children know they were loved and valued in any sanctuary---even if they wandered up
into the altar area. Another pastor was really good at telling Bible stories. He just made
them come to life.
I remember Willard, who was in my first little church where I was a student pastor.
Willard had two talents. He was an accountant and he was the best fisherman around.
He was disabled due to extreme emphysema. But he used both of his talents for the
church. He was the treasurer. And he fished all spring and summer and froze all those
fish so that the church gave a huge community wide fish-fry every fall. The money from
that event kept the church going through the high heat bills of winter. He taught me that
when we give our lives to Jesus, nothing is wasted. It is all used for kingdom building.
When Willard had to take disability, he could have had a pity party. But instead he faced
the future with one question. How can I use my life to make a difference? And he did!
So it goes, as I look back. I see folks who always pointed me to the future. How
Jesus-like! “Whoever puts a hand to the plow and looks back is not fit for the kingdom.” It
is hard to be a disciple and try to guard against the change that happens around us. It
takes a lot of energy to “keep things the same”, when we need to be eyeing the future.
What is God calling me to do/be for the future of God’s kingdom? Where is Jesus off to
today that He is calling me to follow Him? To what future is God calling First United
Methodist Church? Do we, with every fiber of our being, want to follow Jesus? Are we
willing to lay down the nets of the past and follow into His future?
Gordon Cosby, co-founder of Church of the Savior in Washington, D.C., said he was
afraid to go in his prayer closet for fear that God would ask him to do one more seemingly
impossible thing. First UMC has had a great past. I reflect on it with thanksgiving. But the
question is, are we bold enough to follow Jesus to a great future? Are we committed
enough? When I read the end of Luke 9, I wonder if we can let go of the distractions, the
comforts of home, the prior agendas, put our hand to the plow….and be on the move with
Jesus.

Brenda
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Happening at 1st
July 7- July 13, 2013
Sunday, July 7, 2013
7:35 AM Morning Glory Chorus rehearsal, 249
8:15 AM Morning Glory Worship, Asbury Hall
9:15 AM Sunday School
10:30 AM Traditional Worship, Sanctuary
10:30 AM The Crossing, Asbury Hall
6:00 PM Youth, Asbury Hall
Monday, July 8, 2013
10:30 AM Circle 3, 214
5:00 PM YMAT, the Finney’s
6:00 PM Congregational Care, 214
7:00 PM Troop Meeting, Asbury Hall
Tuesday, July 9, 2013
7:45 AM Family Promise Board, 214
10:00 AM Photo Scavenger Hunt
6:00 PM Devoted Fitness, Asbury
7:00 PM AA, 128
Wednesday, July 10, 2013
6:00 PM Community Quintet, 213
6:30 PM Recovery at Maryville, Asbury Hall, 151, 153
Thursday, July 11, 2013
10:00 AM Prayer Shawl Ministry, 243
5:00 PM Welcome Table, Asbury Hall
6:00 PM Craft Group, 215
6:00 PM Fitness @ First, 151
6:30 PM Trustees, 214
7:00 PM AA, 128
Friday, July 12, 2013
4:30 PM Allison’s Catfish

Find more about what’s happening at

Happening at 1st
July 14 - July 20, 2013
Sunday, July 14, 2013
7:45 AM Morning Glory Rehearsal, 249
8:15 AM Morning Glory Worship, Asbury
9:15 AM Sunday School
10:30 AM Traditional Worship, Sanctuary
10:30 AM The Crossing, Asbury Hall
6:00 PM Youth, Asbury
Monday, July 15, 2013
10:00 AM Book Club, 216
6:30 PM Compassion Counseling Board, 243
7:00 PM Troop Meeting, Asbury Hall
Tuesday, July 16, 2013
10:00 AM Cumberland County Playhouse
6:00 PM Devoted Fitness, Asbury
7:00 PM AA, 128
Wednesday, July 17, 2013
5:30 PM Recovery at Maryville, Asbury Hall
7:00 PM Young Adult Trivia, Smoky Mtn. Brewery
Thursday, July 18, 2013
9:30 AM UMW Board, 243
5:00 PM Welcome Table, Asbury Hall
6:00 PM Fitness @ First, 151
7:00 PM AA, 128
7:00 PM Building Committee, 214
Saturday, July 20, 2013
7:30 AM Young Adults to Biltmore
10:00 AM Youth Service Project, Asbury

www.fumc-maryville.org
Sunday commitments for July 14, 2013

Sunday commitments for July 7, 2013
Prepare for Worship
2 Kings 5:1-14
Psalm 30 (UMH 762)
Galatians 6:1-6 (7-16)
Luke 10: 1-11, 16-20
Greeters:
 8:15 Morning Glory
Jerry & Hiliah Corbin
Don & Cathy Watson



10:30 Sanctuary
Chip & Summer Webb
Jackie Abbott
Jill Rollins



10:30 The Crossing
Don & Marsha McPherson
Kirt & Julie Lowe
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Acolytes:
Ashten Nickerson
Elizabeth West
Kids Own Worship
Pre-school –
Dave & Jen Flynn
Elementary –
Erin Henneke
Staff on call:
Please contact
Brenda (414-8493)
or Larry (414-8494)
Parsonage (233-2712)

Prepare for Worship
Amos 8: 1-12
Psalm 52 or Psalm 82
(UMH 804)
Colossians 1: 15-28
Luke 10: 38-42
Greeters:
 8:15 Morning Glory
Ron & Mary Cate
Larry & Hilda Chesney



10:30 Sanctuary
Louise Berry
Bill Benson



10:30 The Crossing
Robert & Beth Morgan
Dennis & Anita Griffith

Acolytes:
Sara Kate White
Delaney White
Kids Own Worship
Pre-school –
Stephanie Cousins
Elementary –
Darby & Emily Abbott

Staff on call:
Please contact
Brenda (414-8493)
or Larry (414-8494)
Parsonage (233-2712)
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Memorials & Honorariums
Memorial Fund
In Honor or Memory Of
Given By
Elizabeth Dunn
Judy Griffin
Ross Sweet
Juanita Morton
Music Fund
In Honor or Memory Of
Given By
Ross Sweet
Friends
Ross Sweet
BC Schools Central Office
Ross Sweet
James & Vicky Jones
Building Fund
In Honor or Memory Of
Given By
Elizabeth Dunn
Nell St. Clair

Imagining more
Each year in June, hundreds of pastors and members of
congregations in the Holston Conference hold an annual
meeting. This year Ron and Carol Werker and Robert
Goddard represented1st UMC-Maryville.
This was Robert’s second year at Annual Conference.
“The basic format at Annual Conference was the same
this year as last year,” he said.”The theme of the 2013
Annual Conference was ‘Imagine’, with all programming
focusing around what the Conference and its churches
could do if we use our imagination to guide our
programs.”
Our new resident Bishop, Mary Virginia Taylor (known
also as “Dindy) brought a few changes to this year’s
Annual Conference. Ron Werker, who has attended 6 of
these events as a delegate noticed some of the
differences from years past. “I believe each Bishop has
an opinion on the schedule for the conference, this being
the first year of Bishop Taylor, the schedule changed
quite a bit,” Ron said. “The business sessions cover
about the same material, but just at a different time. We
also had daily
communion, which was
different.”
Ron’s wife Carol also
mentioned some of the
changes. She too has
attended Annual
Ron & Carol Werker at
Conference many
Annual Conference
times. “Another thing
that has changed is that
we’re no longer called ‘delegate,” we are now ‘members’
of the Holston Conference,” said Carol.”Another name
change is the term ‘Lay Speaker,’ changed to ‘Lay
Servant’.”
Annual Conference has many elements with two basic
types of sessions. Robert said he believes both are
equally important. “The business or informational
sessions allow members to keep up to date on the
business and programs of the Conference,” he said.
“The spiritual session revitalizes members and hopefully
allows them to revitalize their local churches.”

One of the biggest events at Conference came on
Tuesday night when the totals for the Imagine No
Malaria campaign were announced. The goal was to
raise a million dollars. The total was $1.13-million!
“The churches in Holston are very generous churches
and reach out to the community,” answered Carol when
asked about what stood out the most this year. “When
Jesus gave the command to ‘Go into the world,’ I believe
we heard and are responding to his call.” Every district
in the Conference also exceeded goals for putting
together mission kits filling three semi-trucks.
“This is the only time that the conference comes together
as a whole each year,” said Ron. “It is a time to celebrate
accomplishments, have services together, honor
retirees, remember those who have passed away, set
the clergy appointment for the following year, and hear
inspiring messages.”
On some years there are heated debates about policy or
choosing representatives to General Conference, but
that wasn’t the case this year. “The Conference budget
is always a matter of discussion because there are so
many programs requesting financial help from the
Conference,” said Rob. “This year, the budget was
approved as submitted by the Council on Finance and
Administration.”
Through a countless number of personal connections
and our common connection with God, the Holston
Conference was able to accomplish many great things
this year. “I am proud to be a member of the Holston
Conference and 1st UMC-Maryville,” said Carol,”who
hears Jesus’s call of ‘GO’ and then just IMAGINE what
God has in store!”

THE CHURCH BELL
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Each of us have God given
talents we use when called
to serve as the hands and
feet of Christ. With dozens
of mission opportunities
available it isn’t difficult to
find a place to volunteer
here at 1st UMC.
During the summer months, vacations and other
obligations often make it difficult to fill the gaps in
several programs. Below is a list of key places help is
needed right now. Just call the office at 982-1273 or go
online to www.fumc-maryville.org (under the 1st to
Serve tab) and let us know where you are willing to
serve.
 Children’s Sunday School Teachers
 Deliver Upper Rooms
 First Responders (door step visits for first time
visitors)
 Welcome Table Cleanup (1st,3rd, or 5th Thursdays)
 Recovery at Maryville—Safety Team
 Recovery at Maryville—Teaching Team for
ages 5-12

A joyous tour
Dozens of people in
assisted living and
nursing homes in
Chattanooga and
Atlanta got a chance to
see “A Technicolor
Promise,” LIVE and in
person as the Joy
Singers took the production on the road.
It goes without saying that the experience was a
blessing for all involved.
Between performances the group paid a visit to the
Georgia Aquarium in Downtown Atlanta, tested out the
many rides at Six Flags Over Georgia and took time
each day for devotions.

Special time at “The
Crossing”
1st UMC –Maryville has played an
important role in the rebuilding of
First Grace UMC in New Orleans.
Coming up on July 7th, Shawn Anglim, the minister of
First Grace will be preaching at “The Crossing” at 10:30
am. Shawn is the brother of Wayne Anglim, a member
here at 1st UMC.

Bluebirds bring ‘em in
On Thursday, June 27th about a hundred people from
all over the Maryville area packed into Wesley Hall to
learn more about Bluebirds.
This special presentation was led by Paul Hawkins, a
local expert on bluebirds. During this “lunch and learn”
event, Hawkins showed a few videos, answered
questions, and displayed a variety of birdhouses.
During the program, people enjoyed some Whitt’s
Barbecue, baked beans banana pudding and more.

Learn God’s ways of handling money with this 9-week
course that begins later this month.
Cost is $95 per household
Registration is available online at:

www.fumc-maryville.org
Or calling the church office at 865-982-1273
Contact Moe Click or Doug Horn for more information.

THE CHURCH BELL
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The church office will be closed on
Friday, July 12th

Fit at First

The next couple of weeks will be busy ones for the
organizers and volunteers associated with Recovery at
Maryville. On July 10th, there will be a practice run of
this exciting and important ministry beginning at 5:30 pm.
The official kickoff is on July 17th. The evening will start
with a light meal at 5:30 pm, followed by a worship
service at 6:30, and sharing groups at 7:45.
This program is part of the Recovery at Cokesbury
Network.
A special thanks goes out to everyone who is helping
make this dream become a reality.
If you want to know more about the program and how to
participate in it, please visit:
www.recoveryatmaryville.org,
or come by the office and pick up a brochure.

Contact: Asa at rev.asa.lee@gmail.com

Join couples with children for a five week experience
exploring Biblical perspectives on physical, spiritual,
emotional and financial health. The classes will meet on
Thursday evenings beginning July 11th in Room 151 at
6:00 pm. Before each session the group will meet for a
light, healthy supper (bringing your own food). A children’s
program will also be available. Following the program, the
families may want to spend time together at the park for
some fun and fitness.

Staff Directory
All e-mails end with @fumc-Maryville.org unless noted.
Phone: 865-982-1273
Staff Member
Brenda Carroll
Larry Carroll
Asa Majors
Mark Blodgett
Clayton Hensley
Ginny West Case
Terry Wilson
Susan Daves
Denise Johns
Jane Sanders
Stephen Nelson
Amelia Geis
Dwain Pesterfield

Email
Extension
brendac
111
lecarroll65@gmail.com
106
rev.asa.lee@gmail.com
107
mblodgett
103
chensley
100
ginnywc
105
sacmusic
109
sdaves
110
djohns
113
jsanders
101
stephennelson22@gmail.com 202
ameliageis@yahoo.com
DwainP602@bellsouth.net

Paul Brown

Sherri Justice

Bryan Holder

Asheville trip changes
After some thought and
consideration there have been
some changes made to the Young
Adult Adventure in Asheville.
Instead of going to Biltmore (which
can be an expensive endeavor) the
group will just enjoy a day strolling
through Downtown Asheville.
The day begins at 7:30 am here at
the church arriving back here sometime that evening.
Just let Asa know if you are going and if you have
suggestions about what to see, you can do that too!

Young Adult Women’s Book Club
July 17th
During July the Young Adult Women’s Book Club will be
reading Ann Lamott’s book, Traveling Mercies. This story of
faith puts the spotlight on Lamott’s efforts to have her faith
shine during the darkest part of her life. Discussions are set
for July 17th.
If you need copies of the book or more information, please
contact Asa at the information provided above.

Relaxing by the lake
Bonus Trivia Night
With July having so many Tuesdays and Wednesdays it
is only fitting to add another Trivia Night.
Coming up on July 30th join the Young Adults at Smoky
Mountain Brewery and test your trivial knowledge. The
fun begins at 7 pm!

THE CHURCH BELL

Nothing says summer like a
little time at the lake and that’s
exactly what some Young
Adults did last month. We hope
YOU can join us for our next
outing coming up on July 20th
to Asheville, NC!
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Adult Ministries

Contact: Ginny West Case, ginnywc@fumc-maryville.org

Lunch and learn
On the heels of what turned out to be a
popular presentation on bluebirds, you
are invited to join us for another nature
presentation. Local photographer,
Roger Givens will be here on Thursday,
July 18th for a multi-media presentation
featuring his photos, Bible verses and uplifting music.
Lunch will be provided for $5. Please make reservations
by calling 982-1273 or going online to www.fumcmaryville.org.

Images from the Psalms
July 18th @ Noon
Asbury Hall

Theater trips
This summer the Cumberland
County Playhouse in Crossville
brings two classics to the stage.
YOU are invited to trek with others to
see these fantastic productions.
The Man of La Mancha is coming up
on July 16th. The King and I trip is
August 6th. The bus leaves the
church at 10:00 am on both days.
Each trip is $40 per person. It
includes transportation, lunch at
Cumberland Mtn. State Park and
your ticket to the show.

Continued collection
From now through July
13th, the United
Methodist Women
request your help in
collecting new and
gently used bras for the “free the girls” initiative. There is
a collection box outside the office. The goal for the wider
campaign is 20,000 of which 13,000 have been
collected. The donations need to be made by July 13th.

Special presentation
The author of Forgotten Girls, Michele Ricket headlines
a special Women’s Info Fair coming up on July 13th at
Alcoa 1st UMC. She will be highlighting the problems
with human trafficking and how to prevent it. The cost is
$10 for a family or $5 a person. Childcare will be
provided. Sign-up forms are available by e-mailing
nsimmonsumw@gmail.com or calling 865-805-0134.
.

Autumn Adventure
History, humor and hymn singing
come together by the Sea for an
unforgettable event. Curtain Call—
Encore! Encore!! Is presented by
Epworth By the Sea on
St. Simons Island in Georgia.
During the four day event you will
get a history lesson from “The
Plantation Lady”, go on a Shrimp
Boat Cruise, and learn more about
the history of John Wesley, who
spent a great deal of time in the area.
If you are interested in going, the event is September
23rd through the 26th. The cost is $400 per person.
This includes accommodations (2 to a room),
transportation, the programs and meals while at
Epworth. A $200 deposit is needed by July 31st and
is refundable if the trip does not happen.
Please see Ginny West Case if you plan on going or
need more information about this exciting trip. You can
also find out more about the event at
www.epworthbythesea.org.

River Gorge excursion
Come see one of God’s most awesome shows while on
a train ride through the Hiwassee River Gorge. While
the excursion doesn’t happen until October 21st, you
need to let Ginny know about your interest in the trip by
August 1st to insure getting tickets for the peak of Fall
color season. Tickets range from $45-$87.

Helping the house
Wesley House in the Lonsdale Community needs your
help to make a move into a bigger facility. The money is
needed by July 6th, the date of an Open House that had
to be postponed because of repair work and
construction.
If you are interested, mail your donations to Wesley
House, 923 Dameron Avenue, Knoxville, TN 37921.

Good food, sharing and
Fellowship!
Monday, July 8th
Asbury Place Bistro
(in the clubhouse)

Call Ron Werker @ 414-8912
THE CHURCH BELL
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Children ‘s Corner

What are your children
learning?
K-6th Grade—Friendship
Sunday, June 30th

Jump started in June
Last month was an exciting
time for our Elementary
Sunday School, as they
enjoyed many activities
focusing on “friendship,”
based on the Bible story of
Jonathan and David. Our
opening sessions featured our theme song, “Reaching
Out,” skits, Bible verses around our Friendship Tree,
and a mission program. Many caring volunteers led
these activities.
The major part of our Sunday school hour is spent in
learning stations, all based on the Bible Story. Thanks
to a great group of station leaders, who led the children
in computers, cooking, games and storytelling.
We are blessed to have these volunteers reaching out
to our children and sharing their faith with them.

Clara Ousley
More friendship in July
The July sessions of Elementary Sunday School will
continue the friendship theme and will feature stations
in art, music, missions, video-storytelling, and science.
Again, caring volunteers will lead these stations.
Let’s all join in the exciting activities in July and
strengthen our friendship with each other and our faith
in God.

Summer mission project
Since our Sunday School theme has been
“Reaching Out” in friendship with our hearts, minds,
hands and faith, we will be reaching out to our friends
in Oklahoma whose schools were recently destroyed
by tornadoes.
The children will be collecting money for library
books for the students in the two schools. We have
talked with a teacher in one of the schools, and she
says that the funds will be used to purchase books for
the library. We will also be sending friendship notes
with the funds emphasizing “To our friends in
Oklahoma from your friends at 1st United Methodist
Church in Maryville, Tennessee.
Our children will be collecting money during the
month of July. They are not sure how much they will
be able to collect, but their hopes are high, and their
hearts are big!
Collections can be turned in on Sunday mornings
in Wesley Hall from 9-10 am, or given to Denise Johns
in the Sunday School office downstairs.

(Last Sunday)
Preschool—Levi
(Psalm 16:5)

Sunday, July 7th
(Next Sunday)
Esther (Psalm 27:14)

Sunday, July 14rd
(Sunday after Next)
The Fiery Furnace (Psalm 27:14)

Mornings at the movies
Ms. Denise has been enjoying
some films with children on
Thursday mornings at
Foothills 12 Movie Theater.
You can join in on the fun by
meeting her at the theater on
the following days at 9:40 am.
The cost of admission is $4 and includes a kid-tray with
popcorn, drink, and snack.

July 11—Horton hears a Who
July 18—Madagascar
July 25—Happy Feet
August 1—Yogi Bear
August 8th—Chimpanzee
Please contact Denise at 679-0247 by text or call
and let her know you are coming.
If you need more information on any of these
Children’s ministries activities please contact
Denise Johns: djohns@fumc-maryville.org
865-982-1273

Learning while teaching
One of the great things about teaching children’s
Sunday School is the fact that you often learn a great
deal while doing it. Currently, there is a need for a few
more teachers on Sunday mornings. One of the greatest gifts you can share with the children is your time
and willingness to share your love of God.
Please contact Denise Johns if you are interested
in helping out in this way.

Back to school swim party

Sunday, July 28th
Green Meadow Country Club pool
6:30 pm
All children and their families are invited!
THE CHURCH BELL
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Maryville First United Methodist Church
804 Montvale Station Road
Maryville, Tennessee 37803
Phone: 865-982-1273
Fax: 865-983-5408

www.fumc-maryville.org

