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Christ,
we will
TELL
TEACH
TOUCH
the World.

WOW Time
This is a WOW time of year. Creation “wows” us again with the emerging
beauty of springtime flowers—from trees to shrubs to perennials to annuals!
What a show it has been and continues to be!
Our children WOW us with their graduations. All the levels of growth mark the
march forward of new generations. Whether it is the last year of elementary
school or middle school or the conferring of degrees at the end of high school
or college----we feel so proud, but also cannot believe the “already?” feeling.
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Can time be passing so fast? Here at First UMC we are excited to welcome
new rising seventh graders into the youth ministry and are sad to say good-bye
to wonderful seniors. In yesterday’s worship in the sanctuary, the youth choir,
Celebration Singers, were a WOW group. And we welcomed two youth interns
to help us have a WOW summer.
This past couple of years we have had two foundational Sunday School
classes close out. The Wesley Mitchell class for men and the Belle Henry
Young class for women have been so critical in the life of FUMC during much
of the last century. Both were very large classes of young adults who traveled
their faith journey here in this church. There is no way to measure how much
these saints have invested their “time, talent, and treasure” and their love of
Jesus and nurturing of others in that love. They represent a generation of the
faithful. Those remaining with us are in their 90’s and continue to WOW us.
On Saturday, 50 plus people gathered for training for Recovery at Maryville.
WOW! It was a very inspiring morning…….dare I say “Holy Spirit filled”? We
talked about the theology of recovery, the importance of conversion, the way of
hospitality----plus nuts and bolts of the meal, the worship, the small groups,
and safety. As with the Welcome Table, understanding the core attitude and
purpose of the ministry is as important as the nuts and bolts of tasks. We will
launch this ministry on July 17 and the Holy Spirit seems to be the wind in our
sails right now. It is a WOW for all who become involved. And we think it will
be great to have the opportunity to worship on Wednesday nights for anyone
who wishes to come.
As Asa gave the benediction blessing yesterday, she dared us to pray for the
Holy Spirit to work in our lives. I would add, I dare us to pray for the Holy Spirit
to work in this church. It is amazing to be surprised, moved, transformed,
WOWed by the Holy Spirit, over and over, as eternal as springtime.
From generation to generation, God is with us, among us, ahead of us. Thanks
be to God! Fresh every morning is the love of Jesus. WOW!

Brenda
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Church Calendar May 26, 2013 — June 1, 2013
Sunday, May 26, 2013
7:35 AM Morning Glory Rehearsal, 249
8:15 AM Morning Glory Worship, Sanctuary
9:15 AM Sunday School
10:30 AM Traditional Worship, Sanctuary
10:30 AM The Crossing, Asbury Hall
6:00 PM Youth, Asbury
Monday, May 27, 2013
Closed for Memorial Day

Church Calendar June 2, 2013 — June 8, 2013
Sunday, June 2, 2013
7:35 AM Morning Glory Rehearsal, 249
8:15 AM Morning Glory Worship, Asbury Hall
9:15 AM Sunday School
10:30 AM Traditional Worship, Sanctuary
10:30 AM The Crossing, Asbury Hall
11:45 AM First Responder Orientation, 214
6:00 PM VBS, Wesley Hall
Monday, June 3, 2013
6:00 PM VBS, Wesley Hall

Tuesday, May 28, 2013
9:30 AM Bible Study, 214
6:00 PM Devoted Fitness, Asbury Hall
7:00 PM Dude’s Bible Study, Taco Bell
7:00 PM AA, 128
7:00 PM Church Council

Tuesday, June 4, 2013
6:00 PM VBS, Wesley Hall
7:00 PM AA, 128
7:00 PM Young Adult Trivia,
Smoky Mountain Brewery

Wednesday, May 29, 2013
6:00 PM Recovery at Maryville, 214
6:15 PM Men’s Chorus, 249
7:30 PM Chancel Choir rehearsal, 249

Wednesday, June 5, 2013
6:00 PM VBS, Wesley Hall
6:00 PM Recovery at Maryville, 214
7:30 PM Chancel Choir Rehearsal, 249

Thursday, May 30, 2013
10:30 AM Prayer Time, 204
5:00 PM Welcome Table, Asbury Hall
6:00 PM Craft Group, 215
7:00 PM AA, 128
7:00 PM Troop Committee Meeting, 243

Thursday, June 6, 2013
6:00 PM VBS, Wesley Hall
6:00 PM Welcome Table, Asbury Hall
7:00 PM AA,, 128
Friday, June 7, 2013
8:30 AM Trip to Dollywood, Bluegrass & BBQ

Sunday commitments for May 26 2013
Prepare for Worship
Proverbs 8: 1-4,22-31
Psalm 8 (UMH 743)
Romans 5: 1-5
John 16: 12-15
Greeters:
 8:15 Morning Glory
Bookie Reynolds
Jerry & Hiliah Corbin



10:30 Sanctuary
Glen & JoAnn Doig
Brian & Nicole Waters



10:30 The Crossing
Randy & Alane Lambert
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Acolytes:
Ashten Nickerson
Elizabeth West
Kids Own Worship
Pre-school –
Denise Johns
Elementary –
Chip & Summer Webb
Staff on call:
Please contact
Brenda (414-8493)
or Larry (414-8494)
Parsonage (233-2712)

Sunday commitments for June 2, 2013
Prepare for Worship
1 Kings 18: 20-39
Psalm 96 (UMH 815)
Galatians 1: 1-12
Luke 7: 1-10
Greeters:
 8:15 Morning Glory
Bonnie & Sterley Van Pelt
Phil & Amy Large



10:30 Sanctuary
Jim & Rita Warner
Tom & Jan Morgan



10:30 The Crossing
Randy & Alane Lambert
Charles & Tonya Brinkley
& Family

Acolytes:
Sara Kate White
Delaney White
Kids Own Worship
Pre-school –
Travis & Stacey Roberts
Elementary –
Mike & Janel Nocton
Staff on call:
Please contact
Brenda (414-8493)
or Larry (414-8494)
Parsonage (233-2712)
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Building on tradition
Members of the Building Committee continue to focus on
planned renovations and construction here at the church.
Here is an update on their progress.
The group is working with the architectural firm of McCarty,
Holsaple and McCarty on the Design and Development
stage of a project to make improvements to the main
sanctuary, Asbury Hall, Wesley Hall and the existing
children’s area as well as to construct a new children’s
area. Progress to date includes:
1. A sub-committee met recently with acoustic
consultants to discuss sound systems and acoustic
treatments primarily in worship spaces. The consultants
will bring a number of options for improvement to the
committee.
2. A second sub-committee is focusing on the
design of the new children’s area. Members have met to
examine the plan in detail and to make recommendations
as to size and configuration of classrooms and worship
space.
3. The Finance Sub-Committee is designing a
fund-raising plan for financing the project.
4. An Engineering Sub-Committee is meeting to
discuss HVAC needs and improvements.
The Building Committee has also discussed
concerns and ideas offered by members of the
congregation following the Congregational meetings and
the Church Conference. Rocky Rochelle is serving as chair
of the committee.

Michael and Kayla’s next chapter
Following “The Crossing” service last Sunday people
took time to say goodbye to Michael and Kayla
Funderburk. Both have served in a variety of ways in
their two years here at 1st UMC including Michael
leading the church’s contemporary worship service.
More than 160 people were at “The Crossing” this past
week and afterward there was a reception for the
Funderburks. Michael has accepted a similar position
in his home state of South Carolina. He’ll not only be
closer to his family, he’ll also be close to the beach!
We wish Michael and
Kayla the best as they
embark on a new
chapter in their lives.
There is a thread
started on the church’s
Facebook Page where
you can leave your
comments, thanks and
goodbyes for the
Funderburk’s.

Staff Directory
All e-mails end with @fumc-Maryville.org unless noted.
Phone: 865-982-1273
Staff Member
Email
Extension
Brenda Carroll
brendac
111
Larry Carroll
lecarroll65@gmail.com
106
Asa Majors
rev.asa.lee@gmail.com
107
Michael Funderburk mfunderburk
116
Mark Blodgett
mblodgett
103
Clayton Hensley
chensley
100
Ginny West Case
ginnywc
105
Terry Wilson
sacmusic
109
Susan Daves
sdaves
110
Denise Johns
djohns
113
Jane Sanders
jsanders
101
Stephen Nelson
stephennelson22@gmail.com 202
Tom Slawson
tslawson89@yahoo.com
Amelia Geis
ameliageis@yahoo.com
Dwain Pesterfield
DwainP602@bellsouth.net
Paul Brown
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Sherri Justice

Bryan Holder
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Riding and imagining
Just a few weeks after
Charles Maynard and Randy
Pasqua went “the next mile”
for Imagine No Malaria,
another District
Superintendent got in on the
action. Walter Weikel (of the
Johnson City District) hit the
road last Friday and Saturday bicycling from Greene
County up to the Blountville area.
Back here in the Maryville District we are now over
70% of our goal to save 11-thousand lives. At the
conference level YOU have helped save nearly
64-thousand lives which is about 64 percent of the
goal.

Annual Conference
As the month of May winds down it is time to
look ahead to Holston Annual Conference. This
year’s event will be from June 9th through 12th at
Lake Junaluska.
This year’s theme is “Imagine” and is inspired by
Ephesians 3:20. The theme also ties in to efforts
throughout the entire United Methodist Church to
“imagine” a world without malaria.
According to the Holston Book of Reports, the
idea of this annual meeting can be traced back to
John Wesley who desired the Annual Conference to
be a means of God’s grace through Christian
conferencing.

At 1st UMC, the goal of saving 1500 lives was met
about a month or so ago. Since then YOU have
helped surpass that goal by saving more than
22-hundred lives!

Saying goodbye to the classroom
Back in 1991, a somewhat nervous Virginia Hardwick
stepped into the 6th grade Sunday School class here at
1st UMC. This was the beginning of what would turn into
a 22-year stint, teaching children about God’s love and
other lessons from the Bible.
“The children were very forgiving and I was amazed at
their level of knowledge about the books of the Bible,”
said Hardwick as she described her first day as a Sunday
School teacher. “Ms. Donna Landgren was teaching 3rd
grade Sunday School at the time and she assured me
that by the time the kids got to my class, they would know
all the books of the Old and New Testament.”
Virginia is “retiring” from the Sunday School classroom
along with her husband Doug, who joined her as a
teacher in 1994. “At first, I wanted to teach till my
children got through 7th grade,” she answered when
asked about the main reasons she kept teaching. “Then I
wanted to stick with it till siblings of previous students
came through and before you knew it, 20 years had
passed!
Throughout the years, the lessons may not have
changed, but some of the tools of the trade have.
“Technology advances have certainly been game
changers,” said Virginia. “ Not only in the methods of

THE CHURCH BELL

Page 4

providing religious information, but the religious
implications of proper use of that technology.
No matter what kinds of changes were happening in the
world, Virginia said she and her husband Doug always
worked to offer personal touches with each lesson.
“Doug and I try to relate the scripture to today’s issues
that kids are facing. We told personal stories and they
particularly liked hearing the stories of when Doug and I
got in trouble in school!”
The Hardwicks began teaching 6th graders. Eventually
the classroom became a mix of 5th and 6th graders.
As far as giving advice to the teachers who will follow in
their footsteps, Virginia said, “Have fun and be sincere.
Kids can always tell when you’re not sincere.”
If you see the Hardwicks in the coming weeks, be sure
and thank them for a job well done and wish them the
best in their “retirement!”
Amy Large is also stepping down from teaching
Sunday School after 18 years. She would like to say
“thank you” to all the parents and children who have
allowed her to be a part of their Christian education.
To those who may consider teaching Sunday School in
the future, Large says if you are asked to teach,
immediately say “Yes.!”

Adult Ministry News

Contact: Ginny West Case at ginnywc@fumc-maryville.org or 865-982-1273

Tasty treats and tunes

Young at heart

Are you in the mood for some great Barbecue and some
Bluegrass music? If your answer is yes, then consider
going with us to Dollywood on Friday, June 7th.
1st UMC will provide transportation to the park in Pigeon
Forge. You will need to buy tickets and meals. The bus
will be leaving for the Barbecue and Bluegrass festival at
8:30 a.m. Let Ginny know if you plan on going, register
online at www.fumc-maryville.org, or call the church
office at 865-982-1273.

Traditions hold a great deal of value in the church. And one
of those strong traditions is Sunday School. This past week,
the last members of the Belle Henry Young Class were
honored with a luncheon after church to celebrate the
decades of Christian learning offered through the class.
(Pictured from L to R, June Cochran, Marceil Peery, Lorene

First Responders
Each week we ask guests at 1st UMC to tell us a little
more about themselves via the attendance pads. On
Mondays that information is compiled and our “1st
Responders” go to work delivering information packets
to the guests at their home along with answering
questions visitors might have about the church.
The visits take about 5 to 10 minutes and we need
YOUR help keeping this program going.
There will be a brief orientation for 1st Responders on
June 2nd at 11:45 am in Room 214.
Contact Asa Majors at rev.asa.lee@gmail.com or call
her at 982-1273 if you are interested in participating in
this vital program.

Kimbrough, Kathleen Stewart and Blanche Badgett. The
picture in the frame is of Belle Henry Young,
the founder of the class.)

In its heyday, the Young class had as many as 60 members.
However, in this new millennium the numbers have dwindled
to just a handful. From here, the remaining women in this
legacy class will move on to other classes.
The United Methodist Women along with Mary Helen Peery,
Donna Doede, Frances Hodge and Ginny West Case held a
luncheon in honor of the class which is now part of the
history books here at 1st United Methodist Church. Janet
Harville had the inspiration for the event.
Congratulations to each of the women in this class, you’ve
carried the spirit of the class started by Belle Henry Young a
long way!

Getting ready to launch
Last Saturday, about 50 people came out for a
Recovery at Maryville Training Session here at the
church. Trainers from the Recovery at Cokesbury
Network led the sessions which are designed to help
people better understand the program and what to
expect from it. In addition to a larger group session
there were also several specialized sessions for
volunteers.
Recovery at Maryville is set to launch on July 17th. It is
a Christ-centered, biblically oriented recovery group
based on the 12 steps and other recovery principles.
Volunteers are still needed.
Visit www.RecoveryAtMaryville.com for more
information.
THE CHURCH BELL
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Contact: Asa at rev.asa.lee@gmail.com

Spotlight on Psalms
Starting on Sunday, May 26th the
Young Adult class will start focusing
on one of the most poetic books of
the Bible. Using Walter
Brueggemann’s book, the Psalmist’s
Cry, YOU will begin looking at
Psalms in a new way, learning how
it helps you express feelings
honestly and in unexpected ways.
For a preview of the Psalmist’s cry, visit the church
website at www.fumc-maryville.org and click on “Young
Adults” under the 1st Ministries tab.

Summer plans
The Young Adults want YOU to be a part of what they
hope will be an unforgettable Summer. In the coming
weeks, the group hopes to take a trip to the Biltmore
Estate in Asheville as well as hold a bonfire. Details are
still in the works. If you want to be a part of the fun and
fellowship or want to help plan some events please
contact Asa (information in green bar above).

Happy Birthday to the church!
Pentecost Sunday was a time for celebrating here at
1st UMC. In addition to balloons on the altar and
sermons about the “birth of the church”, children in Kids
Own Worship also got in on the fun.
Red balloons were dropping from the ceiling during this
special time of worship led by Charles & Mary Beth West
and Tonya and Charles Brinkley. The Brinkley’s son,
Preston even got out his guitar and played a little “Ode to
Joy.” Definitely a special Sunday and one filled with the
Holy Spirit!

Fellowship by the campfire
There is still time to sign up for next month’s weekend
trip to Tellico Lake. This promises to be a great time
for relaxing and getting to know other young adults.

This
outing
is set
for
June
21st
and 22nd. You can pitch a tent or stay in the cabin.
If you are interested in the trip to Tellico Lake please
contact Asa or register online at
www.fumc-maryville.org.

Pig Roast
May 26th
12:00—3:00 pm
Green Meadow UMC
Tickets are $10 each or
$30 for family of four
Call Kathi at 233-4737
for more information

Hot fundraiser!
The Alzheimer’s team of Logan’s Chapel United
Methodist Church is making and selling hot tamales as a
fund raiser.
If you are interested in bringing some
home, they are $18 a dozen.
To place an order please call:
Willie Burnette at 982-6496 or
Margaret King at 983-4872
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Getting the rock ready!
Last week volunteers began
constructing the sets for this year’s
Vacation Bible School. The
picture on the left shows one of
the props (not quite finished) that
you will see this year.
The epic adventure children will
take during VBS this year will
empower them to stand strong. At
1st UMC, God’s victorious power isn’t a fairy tale, it is a
tale that changes children forever!

Children ‘s Corner
Special Guest
Don’t be surprised if you see someone wearing red
overalls, a yellow baseball hat worn sideways on his head
and carrying a critter named “Bubba.” Tommy Toombs and
his loveable characters will be here at 1st UMC each night
for VBS. Back in January, Toombs headlined the new
RezKids event in Gatlinburg!

Asking for donations
The VBS program is in need of clean, empty, 16 oz. plastic
water bottles for a craft project. The plastic caps need to
be on top of them. If you have some bottles you would like
to donate, please bring them to Denise Johns or the church
office.

Vacation Bible School
June 2nd– June 6th
6:00 to 8:00 pm
Thursday night 6:00 to 8:30 pm

Spotlight on summer

You can register online, watch VBS videos, and even
hear previews of this year’s songs at
www.fumc-maryville.org.

What are your children learning?
Sunday, May 19th
(Last Sunday)
Preschool—Pentecost (Acts 4:32)
K-4th Grade—Pentecost (Acts 2: 1-41)
5th & 6th Grade— Witnessing (Paul & Barnabas)

Sunday, June 2nd
(Sunday after next)
Preschool– Adam and Eve (Psalm 16:5)
K-4th Grade— Adam & Eve (Genesis 2:10—3:24)
5th & 6th Grade -Deborah, Barak, Jael

Sunday, May 26th
(Next Sunday)
Preschool– First Called Christians (Acts 4:32)
K-4th Grade—First Called Christians (Acts 11: 19-26)
5th & 6th Grade—Living as a Christian Community

www.growproclaimserve.com

Next month, children in Sunday School at 1st UMC will get
a brand new experience. The focus through June and July
will be on “friendship.”
In an effort to make the learning more fun, children will be
able to take part in a variety of activities including,
storytelling, cooking, computers, games, art, music,
science and videos.
At the beginning of the Sunday School hour the children
will meet for a brief session before heading to different
activity stations (except June 2nd when the entire session
is in Wesley Hall).
Several people including Clara Ousley and Pat
Blankenship have stepped up to volunteer to help with this
exciting Summer Sunday School program.
Each station meets four Sundays. Volunteering for one or
two of those Sundays would be a great way to work with
the children and share your ideas with them. All materials
and supplies will be provided. All we need is YOU and
your willingness to be a part of this.
There are volunteer sheets outside of Denise John’s office
in the children’s wing if you are interested. You can also
e-mail her at djohns@fumc-maryville.org.

If you need more information on any of these
Children’s ministries activities please contact
Denise Johns:
djohns@fumc-maryville.org
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865-982-1273

Maryville First United Methodist Church
804 Montvale Station Road
Maryville, Tennessee 37803
Phone: 865-982-1273
Fax: 865-983-5408

www.fumc-maryville.org

