Special Edition: Issue 14—April 22, 2014

Called to serve
In its long history, more than 40 ministers have served here at 1st
United Methodist Church—Maryville. This summer, Brenda, Larry
and Asa will all be leaving as they begin new chapters in their lives
In this special edition of The Church Bell, meet the next ministers
appointed to serve here at 1st UMC-Maryville.

www.1stchurch.org

Meet your incoming Senior Pastor
Catherine Nance

Catherine Clark Nance grew up
at Brainerd United Methodist
Church in Chattanooga,
Tennessee. She is one of five
children who learned early from
their parents, Joe and Libby Clark, the
importance of being active members of a
church family. When Catherine talks about
her call to ministry, she often speaks of
hearing God’s voice through Sunday School
teachers, choir directors, and youth
counselors.
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Rev. Nance graduated from the University of
Tennessee at Chattanooga with a B.S. in
Political Science and received her Master of
Divinity from Duke University. She is currently
serving at Beaver Ridge United Methodist
Church in the Oak Ridge District. Before that
she served as the Associate Minister at
Concord UMC, Minister of the Norris-Sinking
Springs Circuit, Associate Minister at
Middlebrook Pike, and Minister of the
Bethel-Vonore Circuit in the Maryville District.

Rev. Nance is married to Brad who is a
systems analyst at the Oak Ridge National
Laboratory. They have two adult sons; James
who is a Ph.D student in Mathematics at
NCSU, and Steven, who lives in Missoula,
Montana where he works and plays in a band.
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Meet your incoming Senior Associate Pastor
Parker Benson
The Rev. Parker Benson comes to 1st UMC- Maryville with strong
ties to Tennessee. He and his wife Carol have been married for 30
years and have four children and six grandchildren. Both
graduated from the University of Tennessee in Knoxville (Class of
1983), and taught school together for 16 years in Dalton, Georgia.
Parker coached football and wrestling which he enjoyed immensely, but in 1996
he felt the call to ministry.
Parker and Carol
Benson have been
married for 30 years
and are looking
forward to moving
back to East
Tennessee where the
two attended UT in
Knoxville.

Parker received his Master of Education from North Georgia College and his
Master of Divinity from Candler School of Theology at Emory University in
Atlanta. Parker and Carol have served at Union Point UMC, Tate UMC, and
Bethlehem First UMC (between Atlanta and Athens, GA) where they have been
for the past nine years.
Carol is a hearing impaired/vision impaired teacher and will retire in June of this
year after 30 years of service. Both of the Bensons have family here in East
Tennessee and are very happy to be coming here.

Meet your incoming Associate Pastor
Sarah A. Slack
Rev. Sarah Slack will be arriving at 1st UMC with a recent
addition she believes will broaden her understanding of
God’s grace and God’s love. Sarah and her husband
Dave are expecting their 2nd child in May. The two
are already proud parents of one daughter, Rachel.
Sarah is a mountain girl from Giles County, VA. She
Sarah s
a
learned to drive a John Deere tractor at a very early age.
of God ys she discove
e
Quilting and cooking “gourmet-ish” meals are just a couple and da very day throu rs more about
th
ughter,
g
Rachel. h her husband e love
of her passions, but she is also a big fan of beans and
Dave
cornbread!
Currently, Sarah serves both Chilhowie and Seven Mile Ford United Methodist
Churches in Virginia just a few miles from where she went to college,
Emory & Henry. She graduated with a B.S. in Biology with intentions of
pursuing a career in genetics. After receiving her call to ministry, she
completed her Master of Divinity at Emory University in Atlanta.
In the Holston Conference, Sarah has served as an associate pastor at
Cokesbury UMC in Knoxville and Hixson UMC near Chattanooga.
She also served as the minister of New Life UMC in Knoxville before moving
her current appointment in Virginia.
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What’s next?

A reception for Larry, Brenda and Asa is set for June 1st
following the 10:30 worship services. Continue to watch “The
Church Bell,” Facebook, twitter and the church website for
more details.

Rev. Asa Majors will be leaving 1st UMC to serve as the minister
of Bethel UMC and Vonore UMC just down the road. Please be sure
and wish her the best as she gets ready for her new
appointment ,and continue to pray for her, Brian and Ethan.

Shortly after announcing her
retirement, Brenda Carroll was
appointed by Bishop Mary Virginia
Taylor as District Superintendent of
the Chattanooga District. Please
keep her in your thoughts and
prayers as she gets set for this
move.

Larry Carroll is retiring from the
ministry after serving for more than
40 years. Upon retirement he will
continue to work with the Recovery
at Cokesbury ministry in Knoxville.
Please keep Larry and Brenda in
your prayers as they get set for the
upcoming changes in their lives.

