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Birthday
A few weeks ago, Larry and I blocked out a Friday and Saturday to go to Abingdon
and to Russell County. One of the things on the agenda was to visit my relatives---a
long overdue visit. Another item on the itinerary was to check out the things in
Abingdon that we love, including a play at Barter, “Walk Across Egypt,” based on one
of my favorite books by southern writer, Clyde Edgerton.
As it turned out, another highlight was visiting the relatively new arts and crafts
center that displays and sells works by those in the Highlands region. What a find!
There was a display of jewelry in one case featuring an artist who works with
chinquapins. Now most of you have never heard of this nut. But I had been thinking a
lot lately about chinquapins and other treasures my Dad used to help us find deep in
the woods.
I never knew it was a relative of the chestnut and this artist is using them to make
jewelry to raise awareness that the same virus that destroyed the American chestnut
now threatens the chinquapins. She has found a way to treat and preserve them and
use them to make jewelry. I had to have! It was my birthday gift a little
early…….rationalization! Why am I thinking about this today? Because it is Earth Day.
My Dad taught me to love the earth. My mother taught me to love all flowers. And
my church taught me to love the Creator and the stewarding of the earth. When you
see me wear my chinquapin necklace and earrings, you will know that it is a little bit of
nostalgia from childhood memories, and also an affirmation of the ecological
connection I have with the Earth and its Creator.
In the Social Principles of the United Methodist Church, there is a section on The
Natural World. Here are a couple of quotes.
“All creation is the Lord’s, and we are responsible for the ways in which we use and
abuse it. Water, air, soil, minerals, energy resources, plants, animal life, and space are
to be valued and conserved because they are God’s creation and not solely because
they are useful to human beings. God has granted us stewardship of creation. We
should meet these stewardship duties through acts of loving care and respect.”
“We believe in God, Creator of the world; and in Jesus Christ, the redeemer of all
creation. We repent of our sin in misusing these gifts to idolatrous ends. We affirm the
natural world as God’s handiwork and dedicate ourselves to its preservation,
enhancement, and faithful use by humankind.”
“God cares for the integrity of creation, wills the healing and wholeness of all life,
weeps at the plunder of earth’s goodness. And so shall we.!!!!”
Every time I drive down Alcoa highway, I look over at the mountains. They look
different every day, every time of day, every season. Like the psalmist, I lift up my eyes
to those hills. And I remember, my help comes from the Lord, who made the heavens
and the earth. What a testimony these beautiful Smoky Mountains are to the Creator
who fills our eyes with more beauty than we can ever absorb; and who fills them with
plant and animal life that once was a perfect ecological system. They remind me of
mystery, of glory, of beauty, of love, of hope. I love that they are represented in the art
in our narthex.
On this Earth Day, I am so thankful for this amazing loan from God and that God
calls me to faithful stewarding of the loan.
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Sunday commitments for April 28, 2013
Prepare for Worship
Acts 11: 1-18
Psalm 148 (UMH 861)
Revelation 21: 1-6
John 13:31-35
Greeters:
 8:15 Morning Glory
Doug & Virginia Hardwick
Lila Eby



10:30 Sanctuary
Whitney & Brent Roberts
Frank & Jewel Rankin



Church Calendar April 28, 2013 — May 4, 2013

10:30 The Crossing
Gerry & Jane Sanders
Dennis & Anita Griffith

Acolytes:
Drew Barton
Macy Waters
Kids Own Worship
Pre-school –
Todd & Whitney Davis
Elementary –
Anita Brown
Staff on call:
Please contact
Brenda (414-8493)
or Larry (414-8494)
Parsonage (233-2712)

Sunday, April 28, 2013
7:35 AM Morning Glory Rehearsal, 249
8:15 AM Morning Glory Worship, Sanctuary
9:15 AM Sunday School
10:30 AM Traditional Worship, Sanctuary
10:30 AM The Crossing, Asbury Hall
3:00 PM The Next Mile, Pearson Springs Park
4:30 PM Youth Handbells, 252, 254
5:10 PM Celebration Singers, 249
5:15 PM Evensong, Sanctuary
6:00 PM Youth, Asbury
6:00 PM Bible Study, 214
6:30 PM Women In the Bible, 243
Monday, April 29, 2013
7:00 PM Church Council, 254
Tuesday, April 30, 2013
9:30 AM Bible Study, 214
6:00 PM Devoted Fitness, Asbury Hall
7:00 PM Dude’s Bible Study, Taco Bell
7:00 PM AA, 128
7:00 PM Staff Parish, 243
Wednesday, May 1, 2013
7:00 AM 8th & 9th MJH to Chicken @ Church
12:00 PM Garst Class Party, Wesley Hall
3:45 PM High School Girls Bible Study, Library
6:00 PM Walk As Jesus Walked, 215
6:00 PM Recovery at Maryville, 214
6:15 PM Men’s Chorus, 249
7:00 PM Ladies Bible Study, Panera
7:00 PM Chancel Choir rehearsal, 249
Thursday, May 2, 2013
6:00 AM Men’s Bible Study, 214
10:15 AM Asagao, 252
10:30 AM Prayer Time, 204
2:00 PM Walk As Jesus Walked, 215
5:00 PM Welcome Table, Asbury Hall
6:00 PM Craft Group, 215
7:00 PM AA, 128
Friday, May 3, 2013
10:00 AM Craft Weekend, Wesley Hall
Saturday, May 4, 2013
10:00 am Craft Weekend, Wesley Hall

WOW meeting
The former More than Moms group is now WOW.
Betsy Halliday will host the next meeting Friday, May
3rd at 10:00 am. Jane Robinson will share her stories
from her recent trip to South Sudan. If you are
interested in attending call Linda Wells at 995-2271

UMW Circle 1
Meeting on Thursday, May 2nd at 9:45 am at the home
of Donna Doede
Gathering at the church at 9:15 for carpooling
Program: Seeing Grace in Our Workers

Top Honors
Please take time to congratulate
Russell Richardson on his
achievements in Boy Scouting. On
Saturday, April 20th, Troop 81’s
Dean Moss presented Russell with
his Eagle Scout rank. The
ceremony was held here at 1st
UMC along with a reception to
celebrate this honor.

Wildflower Wonders
Sunday after church, a
group of eight people
headed to the Smokies
for a chance to get up
close to thousands of
wildflowers, waterfalls
and to enjoy the
wonderful weather.
Ellie Doughty led this hike to White Oak Sink.
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Painting a world without malaria
Just before the children’s musical last Tuesday, people
got a chance to browse some colorful artwork created by
children here at 1st UMC. Each piece was sold by silent
auction with proceeds going to benefit Imagine No
Malaria. In the end, YOU helped save 36 more lives with
the bids and other donations totaling $360.

INM goals and Mother’s Day
Thanks to everyone for their continued support and love
for the Imagine No Malaria initiative. So far YOU have
helped raise $22,400! God really has done great things
through us and we have so much to celebrate. This
means YOU have saved 2240 lives for the glory of God.
The giving does not have to stop there, however. We
want to remind you that you can give a gift in honor or
memory of an important woman in your life for Mother’s
Day! What better gift to give than the opportunity to
have life abundantly through God. If you would like to
give a gift to INM for Mother’s Day, please contact Asa
and we will help you give this powerful gift and we will
give you a card to send to the person or her family.

Eighteen down, eighty-two to go!
The Imagine No Malaria campaign gets a boost this
week as Superintendent
Charles Maynard continues
his 100 mile journey across
the Maryville District.
This past Sunday, Charles
preached the morning sermon
at Ironsburg UMC. After
delivering the message and Charles Maynard, Bill Clark, Jim Hartley
spending a bit of time with members of the congregation,
Charles walked to Tellico Plains UMC where he stopped
for lunch. From there Jim Hartley (pastor at Eleazar
UMC) walked the last five miles of the day with Charles.
As the two neared the Eleazar church, bells rang out to
welcome them “home.” The day ended with a special
worship service and prayers for the rest of the journey
which is set to end on Friday at Eden UMC near the
Sevier/Jefferson County line.
Randy Pasqua, the Conference Camp Director, will
begin a bicycle ride across the district on Wednesday. It
will begin at Pleasant Hill UMC in Roane County and end
at Shults Grove UMC near Cosby.

Silent help for Family Promise
Late next month folks from all over the area will get a
chance to “pig out” and help homeless families. The Pig
Roast on May 26th (11:00 am—2:00 pm) is a major
fundraiser for Family Promise of Blount County. You
can help in advance of the event by donating items for a
silent auction and Bake Sale.
Just contact one of these two people for more
information on how and when to donate items.
Lila Eby 984-3686
Jan McCoy 380-0072

A colorful evening
Hundreds of people turned out on April 16th to enjoy an
evening of music presented by the Children’s Choirs of
1st UMC. “A Technicolor Promise” told the story of
Noah. The production goes on tour this summer! A big
THANK YOU to everyone who came out to see the
children in this spectacular production!

The Halfway Point
“The Next Mile” makes its way into Maryville on
Wednesday. Both Charles and Randy will be at 1st
UMC for a time of fellowship, learning, sharing and then
communion. You can even get a chance to walk the last
mile of the day with Charles.
3:45 pm Meet at the church to walk with Charles
4:30 pm Meet and greet event (Asbury Hall)
5:30 pm Communion Service for World Malaria Day

District Wide Rally
We also want YOU to join a celebration of this week
long emphasis on INM. Come out to Pearson Springs
Park for a special time of fellowship, fun, and worship as
we renew our efforts to give the people of Africa the
chance to go “the next mile!”
3:00 pm District Wide Rally at Pearson Springs Park

www.thenextmile.weebly.com
THE CHURCH BELL
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Contact: Asa at rev.asa.lee@gmail.com

Trivial knowledge
And who said that all that
trivial knowledge in your
head doesn’t pay off? At
the last Trivia Night at
Smoky Mountain Brewery,
the Young Adult Group
took home another $50 in
gift certificates. We hope
YOU can join in on the fun
at the next Trivia Night, coming up on May 7th at 7 pm.

Does this church make me look fat?
If this question catches your attention then you might
want to pick up the book with the same title and join in on
the discussions about it.

Relaxing by the lake
Summer just wouldn’t be the same without a little time
just sitting by the lake and enjoying the serenity of the
season. Coming up on June 21st and 22nd we invite
YOU to be a part of the Young Adult camping weekend
at Tellico. You can pitch a tent or take advantage of the
comforts of the cabin. Please contact Asa if you are
interested in going or register online at the church
website.

Out to the ball game
From the first pitch to the last out, come join us on a trip
to Smokies Stadium in Sevierville as Tennessee takes on
Birmingham on Friday, May 10th. We’ll be leaving the
church at 5:30. (Ticket prices are TBD.) Just let Asa
know if you are interested in going.

On May 15th at 7 pm, the Young Adult Women’s Book
Club and the 1st UMC Book Club will meet together for
an evening of thought provoking conversation along with
dinner. Please make reservations by calling 982-1273 or
go online to www.fumc-maryville.org (under event
registration).
We continue gearing up for the launch of our Recovery
@ Maryville ministry. In order to make it a success we
will need YOU and others to volunteer. Below are a
few of the many volunteer opportunities.
Hospitality/Greeters,Safety/Security,
Small Group Facilitators,Communications,
Child Care, Food Service, Worship/Music,
Administrative
If you are interested in helping in any of these areas,
please contact the church office or send an e-mail to
recoveryatmaryville@fumc-maryville.org.

Prayers for Capital Campaign
Wesley House in Knoxville is getting ready to grow.
However they need a little help in making the dream of a
move to a bigger building a reality. In an effort to
expand programs and reach more children and senior
citizens, Wesley House has started a capital campaign
to buy a bigger building on Reynolds Street (currently a
Boys & Girls Club). You are invited to a special prayer
service where Wesley House and its supporters will
seek God’s continued grace for this important journey.

Wesley House Campaign Prayer Service
Tuesday, April 30th
7:00 pm
Church Street UMC
Henley Street—Knoxville
THE CHURCH BELL
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Children ‘s Corner
What are your children learning?
Sunday, April 28th
(Next Sunday)
Preschool—Paul and Silas
(Acts 16:31)
K-4th Grade—Paul and Silas
(Acts 16: 16-40)
5th & 6th Grade—
Welcoming Everyone
(Philip and the Ethiopian)

Sunday, April 21st

A note from Denise
The most exciting week and one of the most important
weeks in children’s ministries is quickly approaching!
Vacation Bible School is a time to tell children about
the love of God! This year, the children and adults will
develop a rock solid faith as they discover how to stand
strong for God in every part of their lives.
Please prayerfully consider volunteering you time to
the children of our church and the community. The
children are the most precious gifts from God and your
willingness to help will be a blessing!
You will find a complete list of volunteer opportunities
and you can register your children for VBS,
online at www.fumc-maryville.org.

(Last Sunday)
Preschool—Lydia
(Acts 16:31)
K-4th Grade—Lydia
(Acts 16: 11-15)
5th & 6th Grade—Everyone Contributing

June 2nd– June 6th
6:00 to 8:00 pm
Thursday night 6:00 to 8:30 pm

Youth lead
KOW!
On Sunday, April
21st, the youth of
1st UMC lent
their talents and
spirit to Kid’s
Own Worship.

Adult Ministry News
Contact: Ginny West Case at
ginnywc@fumc-maryville.org or 865-982-1273

Looking forward to Monday
On May 6th the sounds of the Mighty Wurlitzer
Organ and the delightful choreography of the Tellico
Tappers await YOU as we head up to the
Tennessee Theater. It’s time again for another
Mighty Musical Monday. The bus leaves the church
at 10:45 am. Plan on going to lunch in Knoxville
after the FREE show.

Rosy Rendevous
The outlook for May is “rosy” and to celebrate you
can hop on board the bus for a Rose Garden Trip on
Saturday May 18th. You will be strolling through
gardens in Farragut kept up by members of the
Tennessee Rose Society. After the stroll through
the gardens plan on going to lunch in the Farragut
area. The bus leaves the church at 10:00 am.
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Please register for VBS by May 15th!

Memories on Mother’s Day
If you are looking for ways to honor your mother this
year, then consider coming to the “Honor Your Mother
Luncheon” on Sunday, May 12th. As part of the event, we
are asking for you to share a photo of your mother to be
used in a presentation during the luncheon. (Bring the
photo to the front office by April 30th)
The cost of the lunch is $12. Reservations are needed
by April 30th! You can register online at
www.fumc-maryville.org or call the church office at
982-1273.
Menu: Turkey Cordon Bleu Casserole, Cheesy Hash Brown
Potatoes, Green Beans, Spring Salad, Rolls, Chocolate Chip
Cake, Orange Pineapple Cake, Tea & Coffee.

Creative spirit
The first weekend of May gives YOU a time to start those
Spring craft projects or finish up ones you’ve already
started. It doesn’t matter what kind of craft you are doing,
the craft weekend provides you space to work on it while
enjoying the fellowship of others.
May 3rd—10:00 am to 6:00 pm
May 4th—10:00 am to 2:00 pm
Wesley Hall
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Maryville First United Methodist Church
804 Montvale Station Road
Maryville, Tennessee 37803
Phone: 865-982-1273 / Fax: 865-983-5408

www.fumc-maryville.org

