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Christ,
we will
TELL
TEACH
TOUCH
the World.

Looking over our shoulder
I remember a family in a previous church who had a
rather “charmed” life. The man owned his own business. His
wife was a stay-at-home mom. The three girls were bright,
athletic, excellent students and very active in youth group as
well as school activities.
If you ever bought a picture frame from Target or
WalMart, they looked like the model family in the frame. They
were successful, beautiful, and very faithful and generous to
the church. I mentioned this idyllic picture of his family to the
man one day and this was his reply, “Larry, it’s true. Our life is
wonderful in every way. I keep looking over my shoulder
thinking something bad is going to happen.”
When he said this, I thought it sounded like paranoia.
The bad thing never happened and as far as I know, life is still
very good and going well. However, I must admit I thought of
that scripture where Jesus said, “No one who puts a hand to
the plough and looks back is fit for the Kingdom.” It is very
difficult to get the planting rows straight if you are always
looking back.
I suppose it is human nature to keep looking back at the
past. The past can inform the present but it cannot and must
not define the future. Simply because the church has had
experience with certain issues in the past doesn’t mean the
same thing will happen in the future. Dynamics change. Culture
changes. People change. Perhaps the most important thing for
the church to realize is that God has determined the future.
There will always be people telling us what we can’t do.
But God has told us nothing is impossible with God. Kingdom
vision always has more power than worldly vision. Kingdom
vision is always forward looking. Worldly vision keeps looking
back – over the shoulder. Kingdom vision allows us to keep our
eyes always on the horizon – keeping our focus on the
promises of God that lay ahead. So be it!
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Sunday commitments for April 21, 2013
Prepare for Worship
Acts 9:36-43
Psalm 23 (UMH 754/137)
Revelation 7: 9-17
John 10:22-30
Greeters:
 8:15 Morning Glory
Steve & Ruth West
Martha Ragland
 10:30 Sanctuary
Brad & Patsy Lunde
Dallas & Amber Monroe
 10:30 The Crossing
Don & Marsha McPherson
Kirk &Julie Lowe

Acolytes:
Elizabeth Giffin
Elizabeth West
Kids Own Worship
Pre-school –
Mike & Janel Nocton
Elementary –
Michael & Susan Best
Staff on call:
Please contact
Brenda (414-8493)
or Larry (414-8494)
Parsonage (233-2712)

Church Calendar April 21— April 27, 2013
Sunday, April 21, 2013
7:35 AM Morning Glory Rehearsal, 249
8:15 AM Morning Glory Worship, Sanctuary
9:15 AM Sunday School
10:30 AM Traditional Worship, Sanctuary
10:30 AM The Crossing, Asbury Hall
11:45 AM CMAT, 114
1:00 PM White Oaks Sink Hike
4:30 PM Youth Handbells, 252, 254
5:10 PM Celebration Singers, 249
5:15 PM Evensong, Sanctuary
6:00 PM Youth, Asbury
6:00 PM Bible Study, 214
Monday, April 22, 2013
(No Children’s Choir practice)
6:30 PM Compassion Counseling Board, 243
Tuesday, April 23, 2013
10:00 AM Bible Study, 214
7:00 PM Dude’s Bible Study, Taco Bell
7:00 PM AA, 128
7:00 PM Devoted Fitness, 254
Wednesday, April 24, 2013
7:00 AM 8th & 9th MJH to Chicken @ Church
4:30 PM Imagine No Malaria, Asbury Hall
3:45 PM High School Girls Bible Study, Library
6:00 PM Walk As Jesus Walked, 215
6:00 PM Recovery at Maryville, 214
6:15 PM Men’s Chorus, 249
7:00 PM Ladies Bible Study, Panera
7:00 PM Chancel Choir rehearsal, 249
Thursday, April 25, 2013
6:00 AM Men’s Bible Study, 214
10:15 AM Asagao, 252
10:30 AM Prayer Time, 204
3:00 PM Walk As Jesus Walked, 215
5:00 PM Welcome Table, Asbury Hall
6:00 PM Fibromyalgia Support Group, 254
6:00 PM Craft Group, 215
6:00 PM Endowment Committee, 214
6:15 PM United Methodist Men, 243
7:00 PM AA, 128
Friday, April 26, 2013
6:00 PM Inspiration Class Game Night, Wesley Hall

Volunteer opportunities
We continue gearing up for the launch of our Recovery
@ Maryville ministry. In order to make it a success we
will need YOU and others to volunteer. Below are a
few of the many volunteer opportunities.
Hospitality/Greeters
Safety/Security
Small Group Facilitators
Communications
Child Care
Food Service
Worship/Music
Administrative
If you are interested in helping in any of these areas,
please contact the church office or send an e-mail to
recoveryatmaryville@fumc-maryville.org.
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Congratulations to our 2013 Confirmands!
Sunday, April 14th was a big day in the life of nine young people who were all part of this year’s Confirmation
Class here at 1st UMC. After taking their vows, all were welcomed into the church and presented with Certificates
and a copy of “The Teen Bible.” The Confirmation journey for the group started last fall with a day at Camp
Wesley Woods. The group met once a month to learn more about Jesus Christ, the church and what it means to
be both a Christian and a church member. Join us as we congratulate each of these young men and women on
their achievements and for taking this big step in life!

Pictured from Left to Right:
James McCord
Will Hensley
Sarah Hartsell
Evelyn Richardson
Emma Jansen
Samantha Slater
Mia Carter
Caleb Thompson
Cole Whitehead

STAFF DIRECTORY
1ST UMC –MARYVILLE

Welcome to 1st UMC
This past Sunday two families joined the church.
When you see them, be sure and say hello!

Andy Jansen
Sandy Jansen
Emma Jansen
Claire Jansen

Dave Flynn
Kory Flynn
Randy Flynn
Jennifer Brigati

All e-mails end with @fumc-Maryville.org unless noted.
You can also access the staff online at
www.fumc-maryville.org (under Inside 1st tab)
or by calling 865-982-1273
Staff Member
Brenda Carroll
Larry Carroll
Asa Majors
Michael Funderburk
Mark Blodgett
Clayton Hensley
Ginny West Case
Terry Wilson
Susan Daves
Brittany Littleton
Denise Johns
Jane Sanders
Stephen Nelson
Tom Slawson
Amelia Geis
Dwain Pesterfield
Paul Brown
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Email
Extension
brendac
111
lecarroll65@gmail.com
106
rev.asa.lee@gmail.com
107
mfunderburk
116
mblodgett
103
chensley
100
ginnywc
105
sacmusic
109
sdaves
110
blittleton
112
djohns
113
jsanders
101
stephennelson22@gmail.com 202
tslawson89@yahoo.com
ameliageis@yahoo.com
DwainP602@bellsouth.net
Sherri Justice

Bryan Holder
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Knitting together new connections in South Sudan
Since arriving in South Sudan earlier this month, 1st UMC’s Jane Robinson,
Holston Conference Bishop Taylor and several others have been making a
difference. Jane has been spreading the word about the United Methodist
Women, its purpose and how the programs and activities revolve around that
purpose. At the beginning of the week, Jane visited the Yei church compound
where a group of women gathered to sing, dance and knit. “I found that most of
them already knew how to crochet,” Jane said. “Meanwhile, I tried to teach
others to knit. That was tough because they didn’t know a word of English.”
On Friday, Jane and the others made a 26 mile journey in a Land Rover over
roads she said were “unexplainable.” “It took 2 1/2 hours to get there, taking time out to visit a school and 1 hour 50
minutes to return with no stops,” Jane said. “We literally had to unfold to get out of the vehicle.” The destination was
a village where a man named Mandela lived. Jane described him as a well educated young man who has traded the
opportunities of a life abroad for a life helping his people in South Sudan have a better life.
During the time in Mandela’s village, Jane and the others walked through fields of cassava (a staple food in the
region), watched some men build a tukal (a rectangular one room brick home with a grass roof) and took time to sit
under a large mango tree for lunch.
The biggest news of the week came the next day when six men from the Nuba mountains discussed ways they could
become part of the United Methodist Church. The men represented a non-denominational church, the government
would not recognize. In the end there was a plan in place to recognize them as United Methodists without waiting for
the 2016 General Conference. The four pastors were to return to the Nuba mountains where their 20,000 members
would receive membership into the UMC.
You can read more about Jane’s journey to South Sudan by visiting www.facebook.com/maryvillefumc/notes.

The Next Mile
This week, District Superintendent Charles Maynard and
Conference Camp Director Randy Pasqua will be
thinking ahead to next week, when both will cross the
district raising awareness for the Imagine No Malaria
Campaign. Charles will be traveling on foot, starting his
journey at Ironsburg UMC in Monroe County. Randy will
start bicycling from Pleasant Hill UMC in Roane County
a few days later.
Randy and Charles’s paths will cross on Wednesday, April 24th when both arrive here at 1st UMC. At
4:30 there will be a “meet and greet” in Asbury Hall along with informational booths and videos about
“Imagine No Malaria” and refreshments. For those of you wanting to join Charles in walking that
afternoon, please be here at the church at 3:45 and we’ll take a van to meet him and walk the last mile or
so to the church. Randy is expected to roll in about 5:00, then at 5:30 there will be a special communion
service in recognition of World Malaria Day which is on April 25th.
On the following Sunday, everyone in the Maryville District is encouraged to come out for a district wide
rally at Pearson Springs Park. It will be in the pavilion starting at 3:00 p.m. This will be a time for sharing
stories about fundraising efforts for INM, celebrating the achievements thus far and a worship service to
help us all go the “next mile” for the people of Africa.
Follow the journey at:
www.thenextmile.weebly.com
www.facebook.com/thenextmileumc
www.twitter.com/thenextmileumc
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Contact: Asa at rev.asa.lee@gmail.com

A “little” hike
The beautiful spring weather over the weekend was
perfect for a hike in the Smokies. The Young Adults
group met on Saturday morning to tackle the Little River
Trail. The wildflowers and budding trees added to the
beauty of the day. The group hopes to go on more hikes
this
summer.

Camping Weekend
If a weekend relaxing by the lake sounds like something
you would like to do, then mark your calendars for
June 21st and 22nd. The Young Adult group would like
for YOU to join them on the shores of Tellico Lake as
they gather for fellowship, campfires and some
relaxation time. You can pitch a tent or take advantage
of the comforts of the cabin. Just get in touch with Asa if
you want to go or sign up online at
www.fumc-maryville.org. Young families with children
are encouraged to come camping with the group.

May selection NOW available
Next month the Young Women’s Book Club will begin
discussing Rhoda Janzen’s “Does This
Church Make Me Look Fat?” We want
YOU to join us as we delve into the
topics inside its pages. If you need a
copy, just see Asa. They are available
now. The Young Women’s Book Club
will be meeting with another church Book
Club to discuss this month’s selections.
The clubs will meet on May 15th at 7 pm
in room 214. Dinner will be provided.
Please make reservations by calling 865-982-1273 or
going online to www.fumc-maryville.org.

Other dates to remember:
Trivia Nights
April 17th and May 7th
7 pm at Smoky Mountain Brewery
Sunday School
Each Sunday at 9:15 am
New Study: “Seeing Gray in a Black & White World”

Items needed for
Silent Auction

An after church outing
What better way to spend a Sunday afternoon in the
spring, than hitting the trails in search of wildflowers.
Ellie Doughty wants YOU to join her and others for a
5-mile hike to the White Oak Sinks area of the Great
Smoky Mountains National Park. The hike is set for this
Sunday at 1 pm. Ellie says there should be plenty of
wildflowers in bloom including shooting stars and Virginia
Blue Bells. There are also caves and waterfalls along
the trail.

Wildflower
White Oak
Great

Hike
Sinks—
Smoky
Mountains NP
Sunday, April 21st
Meet at 1 pm
Contact Ellie Doughty at
254-2415 for more information
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Do you have any items,
services, gift cards or
possibly time at a cabin or
condo that you would be willing to donate? Or are you
willing to bake a cake, cookies or some other kind of
treat?
If so, please consider donating to Family Promise of
Blount County as they get set to host a Silent Auction and
Bake Sale as part of its annual Pig Roast coming up on
May 26th (11:00 am—2:00 pm).
For more information and to make your donations please
contact:
Lila Eby at 984-3686 or Jan McCoy at 380-0072.
Family Promise is an interfaith, non-profit network of local
congregations (including 1st UMC) providing shelter,
meals, and support to homeless families.

Bayou Mission Trip
Organizational Meeting
April 21st
7 pm
Room 153
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Adult Ministry News

Contact: Ginny West Case at ginnywc@fumc-maryville.org or 865-982-1273

Dogwood time in
Tennessee
All around the church and
across the area the Dogwood
trees are beginning to bloom.
We want YOU to join us on
April 24th for a trip into
Knoxville to enjoy the beauty
of the Dogwood Trails. In addition to viewing the trees
along the trail, you will visit gardens in the restored
Fourth and Gill Neighborhood. Please eat prior to the
trip or reserve a box lunch for $10 to enjoy while on the
ride.
Ride the Dogwood Trails
Wednesday, April 24th
11:00 am —4:00 pm

Mighty fun “toe tapping” trip
You don’t have to dread Mondays when you have
something like Might Musical Mondays to attend. On
May 6th you can take in the selections on the Mighty
Wurlitzer Organ at the Tennessee Theater and watch the
award winning Tellico Tappers on stage. The bus leaves
the church at 10:45 am. After this FREE concert, plan
on having lunch together at a Knoxville restaurant.

Making Mother’s Day more special
Believe it or not, Mother’s Day is less than a month
away. This year we will once again be having an “Honor
Your Mother” luncheon following the 10:30 services on
Sunday, May 12th. The cost is $12 and we need
reservations by April 30th. Also, please share a photo of
your mother that we can use in a presentation during the
luncheon. (Bring the photo to the front office by April
30th.)
Honor Your Mother Luncheon
Sunday, May 12th
Wesley Hall following 10:30 worship
Reservations needed by April 30th!
(call the church office 982-1273 or go online to
www.fumc-maryville.org)

Menu:
Turkey Cordon Bleu Casserole
Cheesy Hash Brown Potatoes
Green Beans
Spring Salad
Rolls
Chocolate Chip Cake
Orange Pineapple Cake
Tea and Coffee

“Setting the Captives Free”
Mighty
Monday
Leave the

Musical
May 6th
church at
10:45 am

More splendors of nature
While the dogwood blooms garner attention this month,
next month the focus will likely be on roses. With that in
mind, we want YOU to join us as we stroll through the
rose gardens presented by members of the Tennessee
Rose Society.
After some time enjoying these splendors of nature, we
will take time to enjoy lunch together in the Farragut area

Rose Garden Trip
Saturday, May 18th
Leave the church at 10:00 am
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Maryville District
Social Action Event
Saturday, July 13
1-3 pm
Alcoa First United Methodist Church.
The speaker is Michele Rickett author of
Forgotten Girls
There will be an ice cream social and women’s information fair following the presentation.
Family entry is $10 for parents and young children
(includes childcare). Individual entry is $5.
For more information contact Cassie at
clsylvester12@comcast.net

“Bring a Friend to Tea”
Saturday, May 18
1-3 pm
Union Grove UMC in Friendsville
Admission is $8 in advance
Call Kathy at 995-9078 by May 16th
Shannon McCloud, director of A Secret Safe Place for
Newborns is the speaker.
Proceeds benefit missions.

Children ‘s Corner
A note from Brittany:
It is with sadness that I am
leaving Maryville FUMC. It has
been a joy and blessing to my
whole family to be a part of this
church.
My life has been forever touched by the children,
parents, and incredible volunteers.
Our children, Brayden, Beckett, and Harper have had
Sunday School teachers that have helped shape their
faith and for that I am forever grateful. I leave FUMC
with a new spirit and with the faith that God will continue
to do great things!
I have taken a position, part time, at Sycamore Tree
UMC as their Children’s Director. Praying that God will
use me to fulfill His will for His children.
With much love,

Brittany Littleton
Legos and oboes
Sunday, children in Kids Own Worship got a lesson
about Saul’s followers helping him escape as he
convinced his followers
that Jesus is The Christ.
Leader Tom Slawson
used legos to help
illustrate the lesson,
something the children
truly enjoyed.
Hannah Rials came to
the service with her
oboe, playing several
songs for the children.
Lane Slawson led
everyone in the Lord’s
Prayer, there was a
“passing of the peace”
and an offering.
Kids Own Worship happens during the 10:30 worship
services and is for children 3-years-old through the 2nd
grade.

Please remember!
Children’s Ministry Cookout
Wednesday, May 15th @ 5:30

Helping the
“Kingdom”
This year’s Vacation
Bible School will be here
before you know it and in
order to make it a
success we need YOU! Volunteers are needed in a
variety of areas like station leaders, music assistance,
registration and in the snack department. A complete
list of volunteer areas has been in the bulletin the past
couple of weeks and is available online for you to print
and turn in to the office. On Sunday, May 5th we will be
having a VBS lunch for all the volunteers. It is a way to
catch up on what will be happening the week of June
2nd—June 7th as well as be a time for us to say
THANK YOU to our volunteers.

Registration deadline for VBS
This year kids will stand strong for
God as “Kingdom Rock” takes the
stage at 1st UMC. You can
register for VBS online
(www.fumc-maryville.org) or by
picking up a form in the office.
Please register by May 15th. VBS
is from 6-8:30 each night (8:00 for preschool). Friday,
June 7th is a Family Night featuring a family style
dinner and a comedy show from Tom Toombs.
We want to help your children
get the most out of what they
learn in Sunday School. Each
week here in the “Children’s
Corner” you will get a chance to
learn what your child has been
studying on Sunday mornings!
You can also visit the website of
our curriculum publisher to find great ideas for
additional activities to do at home
(www.growproclaimserve.com).

Sunday, April 14th
(Last Sunday)
Preschool—Down the Wall
(Acts 16:31)
K-4th Grade—Down the Wall
(Acts 9:20-25
5th & 6th Grade—The Power of the Holy Spirit

Sunday, April 21st
(next Sunday)
Preschool—Lydia
(Acts 16:31)
K-4th Grade—Lydia
(Acts 16: 11-15)
5th & 6th Grade—Everyone Contributing
THE CHURCH BELL
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www.fumc-maryville.org

Digital Delivery “Extras”

CONFIRMATION SUNDAY APRIL 7, 2013
Website Tips
When you visit www.fumc-maryville.org or
1stchurch.org, you are taken to the “1st Stop.” If you
are looking for contact information click on the
“Inside 1st” tab. Once you get there, you will find staff
listed under three different categories: Pastoral Staff,
Minstry Leaders, and Administrative Staff. This is also
the place you go to for information and updates on
the UMW, UMM and the Scouting Program.

The Next Mile—Video Introduction
You’ve been hearing about “The Next Mile” for a few
weeks now. The journey for Charles and Randy is
about to begin. Click below for a video introduction
to this incredible effort and be sure and share it with
your friends!

And here’s a look at what Jane Robinson and the
other Holston Delegates have been traveling in
while in South Sudan.
If you have questions about the website send an
e-mail to chensley@fumc-maryville.org

