Renovations and Celebrations
Spring always brings with it change. This past weekend
the time changed so we could enjoy more daylight in the
evenings and the weather finally hinted that spring is
just around the corner.

From the budding trees; to the blooms of the jonquils,
daffodils and irises, to the spring breaks for students;
there is much in the changes of the season that is
familiar. However, this year the church will be adding a
major renovation project to the spring time mix.
This is something you’ve been hearing about for
months now, and right after Easter the physical work
should begin.
In this edition of The Church Bell (on page 2), Senior
minister, Rev. Catherine Nance brings you a closer look
at the planning for the renovations, how they will impact
worship, Sunday School and ways the ministers and
staff will be working to make sure everyone knows
about the changes over the next few months and how
they might impact you.

Maundy Thursday Worship
April 2nd at 7:00 pm
Good Friday Worship
April 3rd at 7:00 pm
Easter Worship
8:15 am
10:30 am
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Renovation update — Rev. Catherine Nance
Things are happening! There have been “final” presentations by architects and
the construction company is “finalizing” schedules. All of this finality really means
beginning and progress! Our “final” worship service in the sanctuary (before
renovations) will be Easter Sunday, April 5.
During the first few months of the renovation, the 10:30 traditional service will
worship in Asbury Hall and the contemporary service will worship in
Wesley Hall upstairs. The 8:15 congregation will continue to meet in Asbury
Hall. Your church staff has been planning for this and working to make sure that
the focus of Sunday morning is WORSHIP and not confusion! (Keep watching
the church communications channels online and in print for updates)
We will do our very best to keep you informed of changes and what is happening
next. Before the children’s wing is renovated, parents will know where children
will need to go for Sunday School. Vacation Bible School is still on the calendar
for May 31 – June 3 and youth activities will still take place.
Celebrate Recovery and Welcome Table will still be able to meet during Asbury Hall renovations. We will keep
volunteers informed of any changes that might need to be made.
There will be a gathering of Sunday School representatives on March 29 at 9:30 in Wesley Hall to talk about
how to share Sunday School space during renovations.
Many of you have been through home renovations and you know the best way to keep the family happy is for
everyone to know the plan and to be patient with one another. Mark Blodgett, our church administrator, is the
staff person who will be communicating with the project manager and will keep staff informed of scheduling.
Mark and I will work together to keep the congregation up to date of all that is going on. If you have any
questions at any time, I hope you will feel free to call me.
I am so thankful for your gracious and positive response to the Great Heritage Great Future campaign. I look
forward to that same generous spirit in your understanding and patience as we work together to enhance our
worship spaces and make the building a safer place for our children.
It is an honor to be serving at First UMC Maryville!
Blessings to each of you!

Catherine Clark Nance
Senior Minister
All e-mails end with @fumc-maryville.org unless otherwise noted.
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Youth Ministries
Nathan Irwin nirwin@1stchurch.org ext.202
Administrator
Mark Blodgett

mblodgett

ext. 103

Communications
Clayton Hensley chensley ext.100
Membership Secretary
Jane Sanders jsanders

ext. 101

Welcome Table
Amelia Geis-Scott ameliageis@yahoo.com
Maintenance & Custodial Staff
Paul Brown, Sherri Justice, Bryan Holder

A reason to celebrate

1st News

Be sure and mark your calendars for July 5th! A big
celebration is in the works to mark the 150th birthday of
1st United Methodist Church, Maryville. The event will be
at the Marvyille Greenbelt Amphitheater near the Blount
County Courthouse. There will be worship, special
music and food!
Back in 1965, the church celebrated its Centennial with a
special pageant (picture on right). When a picture of that
celebration was posted on Facebook, many people
quickly pointed out who in the picture they recognized
and some even mentioned they remember attending the
celebration.

If you were a part of the Centennial pageant and would
like to share your memories of it, call Clayton at
982-1273 or email him at chensley@1stchurch.org.
Keep watching for more details as the event draws closer!

In the spotlight
Over the past couple of weeks while snow and ice
dominated much of the coverage in the local
newspapers and social media discussions, many of the
people from 1st UMC and the ministries it supports
were also making headlines.
On Friday, March 6th, the Maryville Daily Times
spotlighted the work of Good Neighbors of Blount
County which helped more than three thousand people
last year.

Celebrate 150 years of
1st United Methodist Church
July 5, 2015
Maryville Greenbelt
Amphitheater

J.O.Y.
(Just for older “youth”)
Fellowship lunch and program
Wednesday, March 25th

On Thursday, March 5th on Facebook, the Community
Food Connection of Blount County shared news about
the Garst Sunday School Class donating toilet paper in
memory of Donna Landgren.
Several members of 1st UMC were spotlighted on
Leadership Blount’s Facebook page during the 2015
Pancake Breakfast to benefit The Gate.
Actor and director John Cherry was the focus of the
Knoxville News-Sentinel’s Artist Sptolight on February
21st.
And the Appalachian Trail Chaplain Facebook page
changed its profile picture to reflect Bert “Wildcat”
Emmerson’s new role as AT Chaplain.
You can see some of these articles and postings on the
news bulletin board outside of Wesley Hall as well as
posted on our social media channels.

Local pharmacist Pat Collins addresses problems with
medicine interactions and ones that are harmful to
seniors.

Lunch is $5
Sign up online at www.1stchurch.org
(under “event registration)
Or call 982-1273
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High honors
You are invited to attend a Boy
Scout ceremony that will
present the highest rank in
Scouting to a deserving young
man, the coveted Eagle Scout
award.

Volunteers needed to help with party
Coming up on March 31st, the UMW hosts the monthly
Birthday Party for the participants at The Gate. This
organization’s mission is to help young adults with disabilities
achieve independence by providing them with vocational
training and social activities.
The UMW plans on baking and bringing sheet cakes and
cupcakes; serving the group; and cleaning up after the party.
Please consider helping us and joining the party. We need
volunteers to serve and visit with the people there. The party
starts at noon and will be finished by 1:30. Contact any
UMW officer to get involved.

The recipient is Andrew
Federer, a member of Troop 81
which is sponsored by 1st UMC.
Dean Moss is the Scoutmaster.

Eagle Scout Ceremony
March 22nd
3:00 pm in the Sanctuary
(A reception in Wesley Hall will follow)

Mission focus 2015



Geographic study on Latin America
Spiritual growth study on finding joy in Christian Living

Upcoming event
The Sisters in Service retreat is coming up March 14th & 15th
in Sevierville.

Poetry and wisdom on Sunday mornings
Why do good people suffer? It’s a question many
people ask and one that the book of Job works to
address. Over the next few weeks YOU are invited to
learn more about the five poetic books of the Bible
(also called the Wisdom books) - Job, Psalms,
Proverbs, Ecclesiastes and Song of Solomon. This all
happens during the Sunday School hour which begins
at 9:15 am. So come to room 118, have a cup of
coffee or other hot beverage and get ready to learn
and share your thoughts about these important books
of scripture.

Upcoming event
Service project at Hiwassee College
Saturday, March 21st—Meet at the church at 9:30 am.
Come help paint and assist with minor repairs for the
Theatre program at the college
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There will be a continuous shuttle running from behind
Maryville Junior High School beginning at 7:00 am.
Choir and orchestra members are encouraged to use
this to help free up parking for guests.

Sermons online
Many of you have been asking “When will you be putting
your sermons online?” Well, for the past few weeks,
we’ve been working on a process to get that done.
Whether you missed a sermon or just want to hear it
again, check online to see if it is there. The sermons are
available to stream or to download. We are hoping to get
some older sermons online as well, so keep checking.
To hear sermons online:
 Visit www.1stchurch.org .
 Click on the Worship at 1st Tab.
 Click on “sermons online”
 Find the sermon you want or scroll down the page to
launch the media player!
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Children’s Corner
Contact: Denise Johns, djohns@fumc-maryville.org or 982-1273

A few changes
The hunt is still on for March 28th, but there are a
few changes and some new details about this
year’s children’s Easter event.
At 11:00 am, there will now be a traditional egg
hunt for children in 1st grade or younger. This will
begin at 11:00 am, but children need to be here
by 10:50.
Lunch will now follow at 11:30. The menu is
Chicken tenders from Lee’s, chips, lemonade and
fresh fruit. (Please sign up if you are planning on
being here for lunch).
When lunch is finished, the focus will be on “The
Hunt for Easter,” a scavenger hunt that will take
children and parents out into the community to
gather items that help tell the true story of Easter.
Children will need to have a parent or guardian
with them and need to bring their Bible. The hunt
begins at 12:15 pm.

Taking a big step
This year’s Confirmation Class is getting closer to
wrapping up. The Confirmation service will be on the
evening of Palm Sunday, March 29th. Everyone is
invited to see these young men and women take the
next big step in their faith journeys. This will be at 5:00
pm in the Sanctuary.
The confirmands and their families will be having dinner
afterward at 6:00 pm in Wesley Hall. To give us a better
idea on how many are staying for the meal, please sign
up online at www.1stchurch.org (under “event
registration” or call the church office at 982-1273.

This group of 4th—6th graders had this message
for you after they raised $450 for Family Promise of
Blount County by serving up hot chocolate and
cider a few weeks ago.
Additional donations following this “thank you”
brought the total to $900!
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This group of Celebrate Recovery leaders
spent last Saturday in Gastonia, NC (near
Charlotte) learning more about ways to make
the CR program here even more or a success.

Dealing with depression
Self-Help and Coping Tips to Overcome Depression
Authors: Melinda Smith, M.A., Robert Segal, M.A., and Jeanne Segal, Ph.D
Depression drains your energy, hope, and drive, making it difficult to do what you need to feel better. But while
overcoming depression isn’t quick or easy, it’s far from impossible. You can’t just will yourself to “snap out of it,” but
you do have some control—even if your depression is severe and stubbornly persistent. The key is to start small
and build from there. Feeling better takes time, but you can get there if you make positive choices for yourself each
day.

The road to depression recovery
Recovering from depression requires action, but taking action when you’re depressed is hard. In fact, just thinking
about the things you should do to feel better, like going for a walk or spending time with friends, can be exhausting.
It’s the Catch-22 of depression recovery: The things that help the most are the things that are the most difficult to
do. There’s a difference, however, between something that's difficult and something that's impossible.

Start small and stay focused
The key to depression recovery is to start with a few small goals and slowly build from there. Draw upon whatever
resources you have. You may not have much energy, but you probably have enough to take a short walk around
the block or pick up the phone to call a loved one.
Take things one day at a time and reward yourself for each accomplishment. The steps may seem small, but they’ll
quickly add up. And for all the energy you put into your depression recovery, you’ll get back much more in return.
If you would like to read the
entire article visit:
http://www.helpguide.org/articles/depression/dealing-with-depression.htm.

Another great “resource” is Celebrate Recovery on Wednesday evenings where you will
find support and caring!

Memorials & Honorariums
Music fund
In honor of Janis Cunningham

Given by: Larry & Hilda Chesney

Welcome Table
In honor of Janis Cunningham
In memory of Tom Axley
In memory of Mary Lib Jackson
In memory of Donna Landgren
In memory of Michael Matzek
In memory of Bob Hester
In memory of Betty Kennedy
In memory of Mike Matzek
In memory of Tom Axley

Given by:Clerlinda Mynatt
Given by:Mike & Ibby Davis
Given by:Mike & Ibby Davis
Given by:Mike & Ibby Davis
Given by:Mike & Ibby Davis
Given by:Mike & Ibby Davis
Given by: John & Kathy Hunter
Given by: Don & Ann McElhaney
Given by: Don & Ann McElhaney

Children’s Ministry
In honor of Carmen Faircloth

Given by: Ron, Dianna, David &
Phillip Faircloth

Memorial Fund
In memory of Mary Lib Jackson
In memory of Mike Matzek
In memory of Gwen Norris

Given by Shields
Sunday School Class
Given by: Steve & Ruth West
Given by:Kathleen Stewart

Family Promise
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In memory of Mike Matzek

Given by:New Covenant
Sunday School Class

HAPPENING AT
Sunday, March 15, 2015
7:35 AM Morning Glory Chorus rehearsal, 249
8:15 AM Traditional Worship, Asbury Hall
9:15 AM Sunday School.
10:30 AM Traditional Worship, Sanctuary
10:30 AM Contemporary Worship, Asbury Hall
4:00 PM Financial Peace, Wesley Hall
4:00 PM Legacy Journey, 213
5:00 PM Confirmation Class, 205
6:00 PM Youth, 152
Monday, March 16, 2015
No Children’s Choirs
10:00 AM Book Club, 205
6:00 PM
Leadership Meeting, 214
Tuesday, March 17, 2015
10:00 AM Bible Study, 214
6:00 PM Devoted Fitness, Asbury Hall
7:00 PM AA, 128
7:00 PM Pickleball, Asbury Hall
7:00 PM Witness Team, 205
Wednesday, March 18, 2015
10:00 AM Covenant Bible Study, 214
, Asbury Hall
6:00 pm Light Meal
7:00 pm Worship
8:10 pm Share Groups
6:30 PM Covenant Bible Study, 214
7:00 PM Dude’s Study, Taco Bell
7:45 PM Chancel Choir, 249
Thursday, March 19, 2015
6:00 AM Men’s Bible Study, 214
10:00 AM UMW Board, 218
5:00 PM Welcome Table, Asbury Hall
6:00 PM Youth Ladies Study, Panera Bread
7:00 PM AA, 128
Saturday, March 21, 2015
9:00 am Pickleball, Asbury Hall

Sunday, March 22, 2015
7:35 AM Morning Glory rehearsal, 249
8:15 AM Traditional Worship, Asbury Hall
9:15 AM Sunday School
10:30 AM Contemporary Worship, Asbury Hall
10:30 AM Traditional Worship, Sanctuary
3:00 PM Eagle Scout Ceremony & Reception,
Sanctuary, Wesley Hall
4:00 PM Financial Peace, 214
4:00 PM Legacy Journey, 213
4:30 PM Celebration Bells, 254
4:30 PM Jubilant Ringers, 252
5:00 PM Confirmation Class, 205
5:10 PM Celebration Singers , 249
5:15 PM Evensong Handbells, 252
6:00 PM Youth, 152
Monday, March 23, 2015
3:30 PM Primary Praise Singers (K-1st)
3:30 PM Merrymakers (2nd/3rd)
3:30 PM Joy Singers (4th-6th)
7:00 PM Building Committee, 214
Tuesday, March 24, 2015
6:00 PM Devoted Fitness, Asbury Hall
7:00 PM AA, 128
7:00 PM Pickle Ball, Asbury Hall
Wednesday, March 25, 2015
10:00 AM Covenant Bible Study, 214
12:00 PM J.O.Y. Fellowship Lunch, Wesley Hall
, Asbury Hall
6:00 pm Light Meal
7:00 pm Worship
8:10 pm Share Groups
6:30 PM Covenant Bible Study, 205
7:00 PM Dude’s Study, Taco Bell
7:30 PM Chancel Choir, 249
Thursday, March 26, 2015
6:00 AM Men’s Bible Study, 214
5:00 PM Welcome Table, Asbury Hall
6:00 PM Youth Ladies Study, Panera Bread
7:00 PM AA, 128
Saturday, March 28, 2015
9:00 AM Pickleball, Asbury Hall
11:00 AM Easter Hunt & Lunch, Wesley Hall

Sunday commitments 3/15/15
Greeters:
 8:15 Traditional
Bookie Reynolds
Jerry & Hiliah Corbin



10:30 Contemporary
Barbara & Roger Campbell
Wayne & Sharon Anglim
10:30 Traditional
Roy & Jenny Hutto
Bob Ivens

Acolytes:
Anna Henneke
Lauren Schrock

Sunday commitments 3/22/15
Greeters:
 8:15 Traditional
Fran & Bill Beaty
Bruce Kerr



10:30 Contemporary
Brett Coulter Family
Tim & Trish Badgett
10:30 Traditional
Ralphine Hood
Tina Meadows
Scott Meadows

Acolytes:
Sophia Shepherd
Isabella Morstatt
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Phone: 865-982-1273 / Fax: 865-983-5408
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Nathan Irwin, Youth Director
nirwin@1stchurch.org
Youth on Sunday, March 29th will be from 5:00 pm until
7:00 pm. The youth will meet in the Sanctuary for the
Confirmation Class service, then eat afterward. Youth
worship will be on a regular schedule on the 15th & 22nd.
Sunday mornings:
9:15 am Sunday School
6:00 to 8:00 pm Youth Worship
Wednesdays:
7:00 pm Dudes Study at Taco Bell
Thursdays:
6:00 pm Ladies Study at Panera

Day trip to Cades Cove
Wednesday, March 18th
Meet at the church at 10:00 am
Bring a sack lunch and money for dinner on
the way back.

The next edition of The Church Bell will be published on March 23rd!

