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Lent is a time of fasting. It is not just about the physical denial of this, that or the
other. Maybe we’ve given up something precious to us like a vice or dependence on an
electronic or way of life. And in this denial of self we are to be watchful for how God is at
work in our lives.

Renovation plan vote
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I have been trying to take note of the “Kingdom Sightings” that I have been privy to. I
hope you’ll enjoy this time of sharing.
As part of my Lenten journey I have been training for the Resurrection Run 5K for Family
Promise. I hate running but I have enjoyed the conversations with church members I do
not know as well. Likewise, I have seen the toddler of one of our regular worship
attendees acquire two new grandmothers who walk him while his mother runs.
I experienced the Confirmation retreat at Lake
Junaluska and watched our confirmands learn
more about their commitment to Jesus.
I have seen 14 of our youth give up their Spring
Break week in order to go and learn what it means
to live in poverty and learn more about the way of
life in other countries.
I saw many people from our congregation gather
this past Saturday to work on hunger issues in our
community and in Zimbabwe. At the Welcome
Table breakfast I saw members of our community
come to have a warm meal and great fellowship. I
saw some of our children diligently pack buckets
for other children halfway around the world. I
heard stories of people giving food to the
Community Food Connection- especially those who
had experienced hunger before.

Honed in on hunger
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Catfish, concerts
and more
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On Sunday ,I heard about the ways the Society of St. Andrew works in communities to
help glean and package leftover crops so there might be enough to share. I saw us
worship together- praising the name of Jesus and glorifying God.
All of these places and so many more are places where God’s reign- God’s love- is
breaking into our world.

Where are places you see God working?
How are you being a part of that beautiful work each day?

Be a part of it!
Holy Week planner
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HAPPENING AT
Sunday, April 6, 2014
7:35 AM Morning Glory Chorus rehearsal, 249
8:15 AM Morning Glory Worship, Asbury Hall
9:15 AM Lasagna Luncheon
(take out or eat in)
9:15 AM CMAT, 114
9:15 AM Sunday School
10:30 AM The Crossing, Asbury Hall
10:30 AM Traditional Worship, Sanctuary
11:45 AM YMAT, 152
1:00 PM CPR Training, 110
2:30 PM Confirmation Class & Parent meeting, 151
3:30 PM Youth Praise Band
4:30 PM Youth Handbells, 252, 254
5:10 PM Celebration Singers, 249
5:15 PM Evensong Handbells, 252
6:00 PM The Daniel Plan, 214
6:00 PM Youth, 152
6:30 PM 12 Steps for Christians, 213

Sunday commitments for April 6, 2014
Prepare for Worship
Ezekiel 37: 1-14
Psalm 130 (UMH 848)
Romans 8: 6-11
John 11:1-45
Kids Own Worship!
Preschool
Kirt & Julie Lowe
Elementary
Todd & Whitney Davis
Staff on call:
Please contact
Brenda (414-8493)
or Larry (414-8494)
Parsonage (233-2712)

Greeters:
 8:15 Morning Glory
Mike & Cookie Crowson
Jerry & Frances Hodge



10:30 Sanctuary
Ron & Carol Werker
Betsy Halliday



10:30 The Crossing
John & Julie Elder
Russ & Callen Parsley
Acolytes:
Ashten Nickerson
Drew Barton

Monday, April 7, 2014
3:30PM Joy Singers (4-6th)
3:30 PM Merrymakers (2nd&3rd)
3:30 PM Primary Praise (K&1st)
7:00 PM Staff Parish, 243
7:30 PM Troop Meeting, Asbury Hall
Tuesday, April 8, 2014
10:00 AM Making Sense of the Bible, 215
11:00 AM Lunch for 60 plus, 215
6:00 PM Devoted Fitness, Asbury Hall
6:00 PM Trustees, 214
6:30 PM Making Sense of the Bible, 215
7:00 PM Pickleball, Asbury Hall
7:00 PM AA, 128
7:00 PM College Trivia Night, Smoky Mountain Brewery

THIS SUNDAY!

Wednesday, April 9, 2014
3:45 PM Girls Bible Study, Vienna Coffee
Recovery at Maryville, Asbury Hall
5:30 PM Light Meal, Asbury Hall
6:30 PM Worship Service, Asbury Hall
7:45 PM Sharing Groups (assigned room)
7:00 PM Ladies Bible Study, Panera Bread
7:00 PM Dude’s Bible Study, Taco Bell
7:30 PM Chancel Choir, 249
Thursday, April 10, 2014
6:00 AM Men’s Bible study, 214
10:15 AM Asagao, 252
5:00 PM Welcome Table, Asbury Hall
7:00 PM AA, 128
7:00 PM VFW 10855, 254
Friday, April 11, 2014
6:00 PM Youth Cookout, Friendship Shelter
Saturday, April 12, 2014
9:00 AM Pickleball, Asbury Hall
5:30 PM Youth, Friendship Shelter
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The spirit of giving
The elementary Kids Own Worship is discussing living the
life God calls us to by GIVING. One of the projects the
children are doing is collecting gently used, clean stuffed
animals to be given to various local organizations. As you
begin Spring Cleaning please bring the stuffed animals to
the church office or to Denise’s office downstairs. The
drive goes through Easter Sunday.

Page 2

Renovation plans move forward
On Sunday, March 30th there was a called Charge
Conference led by District Superintendent Charles
Maynard.

Of course, you will find much of
that information here in The
Church Bell, but YOU are also
encouraged to check out the
More than 200 church members gathered in the
Sanctuary to vote on a renovation proposal. In the end, Renovation Plan section of the
church website which will be
members approved it with a vote of 150 to 66.
updated as information
As this plan moves forward, YOU will be kept informed becomes available.
about the fundraising efforts and construction plans as
www.1stchurch.org
they are made.

Communications conference
Technology is pushing
churches all over the
country to rethink how to
reach people and bring
them to Christ. On March
25th-27th, dozens of
United Methodist
communicators from all
over the Southeast
gathered at Lake Junaluska Retreat Center in North
Carolina to learn how to make communications from the
church more effective.

Right now the various agencies and boards of the UMC
have varied logos with little tying them together visually.
The new branding effort utilizes the familiar “cross and
flame” in a way that makes everything more consistent.
In the future there will be opportunities for Annual
Conferences, districts and even local churches to tie in to
the branding effort.

In addition to learning more about social media, branding
and using more video in the church, United Methodist
Communications presented its new branding strategy for
the entire church.

Clayton Hensley, the Director of Communications here at
1st UMC attended the event. Millie Meese, the print
specialist for the Holston Conference was also there,
leading one of the eight workshops.

During Tuesday’s sessions, snow fell throughout the day,
leading many of the attendees to pull out their phones
and cameras and share the experience with folks back in
their home churches using social media.

Contact: Asa Majors at rev.asa.lee@gmail.com or 982-1273

Get your game on

Movie night

Bring on the fun, April 4th as young adults gather for
an evening of games and food! This event will be at
Lindsey Wilson’s house and all post college young
adults are invited. Dinner begins at 7:30 and YOU are
asked to bring a snack, dish or dessert to share.

Asa wants to get a group together
to see the new big budget movie,
NOAH. This trip to the movies will
be on Saturday, April 5th.
However, the time has not yet
been chosen. Please watch the
church’s facebook page and the
Young Adults facebook group for
updates.

Lindsey lives at 3017 Best Road in Maryville. If you
would like to carpool to her home please meet in the
church parking lot across from the track at 7:00 pm.

Book Club
Trivia Night
Tuesday April 15th
7 pm
Smoky Mountain Brewery
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The Young Adult women have been invited to join the church
book club led by Sally Theirbach. The group is reading Love in a
Headscarf by Shelina Zahra Janmohamed. The combined
groups will meet on Monday, April 21st at 6:00 pm in room
213 for dinner and discussion. Please let Asa know if you need
a copy of the book.
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Help provided!

Food
Bucket
List:

A group of 17 women
gathered in a couple of
classrooms upstairs to sew
goody bags and fill them with
toiletry items for 1st UMC
shut-ins and to hand out to
The day started with a
community breakfast similar guests from Wesley House
to the Welcome Table. More later in April.
than 100 meals were served And last, but not least, 29
volunteers worked
with the help of some 30
throughout the rainy day at
volunteers.
the Food City on West
Upstairs, just outside of the
church office, twenty people Broadway raising money and
collecting food for the Food
of all ages worked to sort
Connection.
food items and fill buckets
Saturday, March 29th nearly
100 volunteers worked on
various projects to help
tackle the problem of hunger
and more.

which will head to Zimbabwe
this summer. In the end
volunteers had filled 29
buckets.
The overall goal is to fill 100
buckets. To meet this goal,
the deadline for collecting
items has been extended
until the 3rd Sunday in May.
(A list of needed items is on
the right).

In all the group collected
$629 in cash donations
(which Larry Ladd said set a
record), and collected $4800
in groceries.

1 bag sugar (4-5 lbs.)
1 bag corn meal (4-5 lbs.)
1 bag self-rising flour (4-5 lbs.)
1 bag rice (2 lbs.)
1 bag dried beans (2 lbs.)
1 powdered milk (10 oz. or less)
1 box old-fashioned oats (18 oz. or less)
1 bottle cooking oil (48 oz. or less)
1 box Splenda/sucralose (50 ct. or less)
$5 for packing and shipping
(drop off items outside of church office)
*Bucket items will be collected through the

Please be sure and visit
the 1st Look section of
www.1stchurch.org for a
look back at the
“Hone in on Hunger”
event.
United Methodist Women shall be a community of women whose
purpose is to know God and to experience freedom as whole persons
through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative, supportive fellowship; and
to expand concepts of mission through participation in the global
ministries of the church.

UMW General Meeting
Friday, April 25th at 11:30
Wesley Hall
At this meeting, there will be
women from Wesley House
attending. The goody bags
made and assembled at the
“Hone in on Hunger” event will
be given out to our guests that
day. The group will also enjoy a
few rounds of BINGO!

THE CHURCH BELL

Circle 1 Meeting
Thursday, April 3rd
9:45 am
Home of Betty Smith

Your input needed!
The United Methodist Women would like for you to help
them work on ways to improve the organization. If you have
ideas or suggestions for this group just leave a note on the
UMW bulletin board near room 214.
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Adult Ministries
Sign up for events by calling 982-1273 or visit “Event Registration” at www.1stchurch.org

Got questions?

Concert trip

If you’ve ever wondered who decided which books
made it into the Bible or just how literally you need to
read it, then YOU are invited to join a new small
group study from Adam Hamilton.

You may have seen the Annie
Moses Band on PBS or just listened
to their albums on i-tunes. On April
12th they will be in Knoxville for a
FREE concert and YOU are invited
to come along to see it.

Making Sense of the Bible
Tuesdays beginning April 8th
10:00 am and 6:30 pm in Room 215

This family band from Brentwood,
TN is known for its “high energy”
performances.

Please contact Ginny West Case if you are
interested in starting an evening or weekend class
using this book and DVD series.

The Diary of Anne Frank
@Cumberland Co. Playhouse
April 29th @ 10:00 am
Cost is $40 and includes tickets, transportation and lunch.
Please register by April 22nd!

Allison’s Catfish

Salem Baptist Church
Knoxville
April 12th at 7:00 pm
Church bus leaves at 5:15 pm

Saturday, April 12th
Leave the church at 4:30pm

Jubilation 2014

Come enjoy this Blount County
treat with a few friends. Call
Ginny at 982-1273 if you need
transportation to the church.

Older adults still have time to
register for the Jubilation event
coming up later this month in
Kingsport. However, you will have
to make arrangements for your own
housing.

Dogwood Trails This is the time of year when the dogwoods start
blooming. If you are interested in hopping on the church bus and hitting
one of the dogwood trails in Knoxville give us a call. When it looks like
there will be a good day to go, we will let you know.

The cost is $115.
Visit www.holston.org to register.

Fall trip planned Have you ever wanted to visit the
Pennsylvania Dutch Country? If so, there is a trip planned
there for September 8th-13th. The cost is $469. More details
coming in later editions of The Church Bell.

STAFF DIRECTORY
All e-mails end with @fumc-maryville.org
unless otherwise noted.
Phone: 865-982-1273

Lunch Bunch
This past Sunday after church, the “Lunch
Bunch” group headed out to Calhoun’s to
eat and take in the Lady Vols Game on TV.
If you want to join the group this Sunday just
meet in the area between the Sanctuary and
the front doors of the church after the 10:30
worship services.

THE CHURCH BELL
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Staff Member
Brenda Carroll
Larry Carroll
Asa Majors
Mark Blodgett
Clayton Hensley
Ginny West Case
Terry Wilson
Susan Daves
Denise Johns
Jane Sanders
Stephen Nelson
Amelia Geis
Dwain Pesterfield
Paul Brown

Email
Extension
brendac
111
lecarroll65@gmail.com
106
rev.asa.lee@gmail.com
107
mblodgett
103
chensley
100
ginnywc
105
sacmusic
109
sdaves
110
djohns
113
jsanders
101
1stumyouth@gmail.com
202
ameliageis@yahoo.com
DwainP602@bellsouth.net
Sherri Justice

Bryan Holder

HOLY WEEK
Palm Sunday
April 13th
8:15 am - Morning Glory Worship (Asbury)
10:30 am - Traditional Worship (Sanctuary)
10:30 am - The Crossing, Modern Worship (Asbury)

Easter Egg Hunt & Luncheon
(follows the Palm Sunday 10:30 worship services)
Lunch in Wesley Hall - Cost is $5 per person/$20 per family
(reservations requested)

Seder Meal
Monday, April 14th (Wesley Hall)
Dr. Jack Van Hooser will lead this event which is similar to the one
which Jesus celebrated with his disciples for Passover. This meal
is informative and inspiring as we relate the connection between
this meal and Holy Communion.
(reservations requested)

Recovery at Maryville
Wednesday, April 16th

2014
Easter Sunday
April 20th
8:15 am
Morning Glory Worship
(Sanctuary)
10:30 am
Traditional Worship
(Sanctuary)
10:30 am
The Crossing
(Asbury Hall)
11:45 am
Lunch in Wesley Hall
Ham, bread and drinks provided.
Please bring covered dishes full of your
favorite recipes
(Reservations requested)

5:30 pm—Light Meal (Asbury)
6:30 pm —Worship Service (Asbury)
7:45 pm— Sharing Groups (Various rooms)

Maundy Thursday Worship
April 17th
7:00 pm (Sanctuary)

Good Friday
April 18th

*To help free up parking for guests
near the church, there will be a
continuous shuttle running from behind
the Junior High School from
6:45 am until 12:15 pm. Choir and
orchestra members are encouraged
to use the alternate parking
and the shuttle.

7:00 pm (Sanctuary)

For more information or to register for any event:
visit www.1stchurch.org

CMAT
A reminder that the next meeting is set for This
Sunday, April 6th at 9:15 am in room 114.

Confirmation Sunday is
April 13th!

For more information on any of these events, please call Denise
at 268-2921 or e-mail her at djohns@fumc-maryville.org .

Easter Egg Hunt and Luncheon
April 13th (following the 10:30 service)
Cost is $5 per person/$20 per family

Register online at www.1stchurch.org
or call 982-1273.
What your children are learning?
Sunday, April 6th
(This Sunday)
Preschool – 4th Grade
Peter’s Denial
Bible Verses– Luke 22: 54
-62
Tweens
Suffering (Jesus’ betrayal,
arrest, trial)

Sunday, March 30th
(Last Sunday)
Preschool – 4th Grade
Lesson– Praying in the Garden
Bible Verses— Luke 22:39-46
Tweens
Prayer
(Jesus prays in the garden)

www.growproclaimserve.com

Help escape to the wilderness
Vacation Bible School will be here before you know it and
YOU can help make a difference in the life of a child simply
by volunteering. This year children will join Moses as he
and the Israelites escape Egypt and travel to the unknown!
Dozens of volunteers are needed to make this experience
the best possible. Here are some of the “positions” that are
needed to fill: camel herder, baker, weaver, musician, tribe
leaders. Contact Denise Johns (information above) for full
descriptions of each volunteer opportunity.

Children’s participation
Sticking with tradition, the children of the church will be
asked to be a part of the procession of palms on April
13th (Palm Sunday). This will be part of both 10:30 am
services. If your child wishes to participate then please
have them in the area between the Sanctuary and front
doors (Narthex) or in the hallway outside of Asbury Hall by
10:25 am.

Help spread the word!
Since the Recovery program began last summer, hundreds of people have been finding
ways to help their hurts, habits and hang-ups. In the coming weeks, we hope YOU will
help us bring even more people into this special ministry. New ads will begin appearing
next week in the Daily Times and there are plans to put up new billboards along area
roadways. If you would like to help sponsor some of these advertising efforts please
contact Al or Jackie North. YOU can also visit the 1st Ministries portion of the church
website, www.1stchurch.org, and download brochures to hand out to family and
friends who may need this ministry or who just want to volunteer.

THE CHURCH BELL
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