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“Like me” on Facebook
One of the “buzz words” of the times is adaptive. If you are in a training
session of any sort for your work, you are likely to hear about “adaptive
leadership” or “adaptive imagination” or “adaptive structures.”
In the first 25 years of a new century, there is much re-inventing. I have read
that the church is in a time of “re-inventing.” Now I begin to hear the word
“adaptive leadership.”
Friends, change happens. The world is different than it was 25 years ago. I
got my first cell phone in the 90’s, after much resistance. Now it is standard
equipment. I learned to e-mail in the late 90’s after much resistance. Now, I
mostly text and Facebook.

A season of reflection
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Volunteers needed
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The 90’s are two decades ago! Time flies and change is rapid. I must live in
the present—not the past. I can debate the virtues of the old ways all I want.
But the world moves on, making my debate less and less relevant.
I am reading a book called “Click 2 Save”, a basic introduction to social media
and how the church can use it to connect with people. Do I want to go there?
No. It is far outside my comfort zone! But “adaptive leadership” demands that I
consider the opportunities for Kingdom building through social media. And I’m
thankful someone more advanced in adapting has written a book to guide me.

Closer to the goal
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Bill Easum, an aging church growth guru, who seems to stay relevant, keeps
me focused on the real question. “With all your heart, do you desire to see the
Kingdom come on Earth?” He says any distraction that de-rails me from that
question will re-rail me. So when I resist change because of my comfort or
fear or lack of desire to adapt, I am re-railed.
When I will do all in my power, in every waking hour, in every decision I make,
with all my imagination—to see the Kingdom advanced, I will be asking new
questions, adapting to new generations, translating old truth into new
languages, telling old stories with new methods—adapting with love.
Grady Milligan would say it simply: “Sold out for Jesus.”
So “like me on Facebook,” but don’t tweet. I’m not there … yet. And give me
your thought on this: How must the church adapt to connect people with Jesus
in the second decade of the 21st Century?

Brenda

Walk with prayer
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A goodbye for Grady
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Adult Ministry News
Contact Ginny West Case for more information on any of
these events, 865-982-1273.

Lessons in faith
Next month a new small group study starts up using a new
Ray Vander Laan faith lesson called “The Life and Ministry
of the Messiah.” Laan helps you explore the rich diversity
of the region where Jesus ministered and helps you
understand how those differences shaped his message
and his methods.
Bonnie Van Pelt will be leading this weekly study which
begins on March 5th at 10:00 am. If you are interested in
taking part please call the church office at 865-982-1273
or go to www.fumc-maryville.org and click on “Event
Registration.”

Trip planning This Spring we’ll be hitting the road to
enjoy some great theater and a festival with an
international flair. We hope you’ll make plans to join us
for one or ALL of these trips. Just contact Ginny West
Case (865-982-1273) for more details or to sign up!
Saturday March 2nd: (Sign up by Friday, Feb. 22nd)
Steel Magnolias at the Cumberland Co. Playhouse
Friday, April 12th:
The Festival of Nations at Dollywood

An unforgettable night
The start of the Lenten season is a somewhat somber
time. It is a time for reflection and preparation. It is also
as Brenda Carroll said during Ash Wednesday services,
“a night about how forgetful we are.”
More than a hundred people came out on Wednesday
night to participate in the traditional services where
ashes are spread on the forehead in the shape of a
cross.
The ashes are a reminder of our mortality. The shape of
the cross reminds us of Christ’s promise for eternal life.

Grace and Gratitude
The Rev. Ed Kilbourne (Singer,
storyteller) and Rev. Kim
Goddard (Mayfair UMC,
Kingsport) headline this year’s
Jubilation event hosted by the
Holston Conference. This
conference is geared toward
adults 50 and up who are
looking for an uplifting retreat.
Jubilation 2013’s theme is Grace and Gratitude. It
begins on April 21st and runs through the 23rd at the
Meadowview Resort and Conference Center in
Kingsport.
Conference costs range from $175 to $295. The fee
covers lodging, five meals, the programs and
workshops. Transportation from the church will be
provided at a cost of $25. You can find more
information online at www.jubilation.holston.org .
Please let Ginny West Case know if you plan on
going.

Craft Time
The craft group that meets on Thursday nights will
now be gathering at 6:00 p.m. A crafting weekend
event is set for March 1st and 2nd (10 am).

During the Lenten Season, we will
journey together to discover “The
Way” through Sermons, Sunday
School lessons and small group
studies. Personal daily devotion
guides are also available. Here is
an overview of the topics covered
in this study.
February 17th
Baptism & Temptation
February 24th
The Healing Ministry
March 3
Proclaiming the Kingdom
March 10th
Calming the Storm
March 17th
Sinners, Outcasts and the Poor

(more pictures available on Facebook and at
www.fumc-maryville.org)

March 24th
The Final Week
More details at www.fumc-maryville.org.
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Help wanted
Thanks to the dedication of dozens of
volunteers and others, The Welcome Table
remains a vital ministry here at 1st UMC.
Even with all the support there are still times when
more help is needed to meet the growing demands
of preparing and serving each meal. In 2012 an
average of 175 meals were served each week.
Volunteering is easy and we can find a way for you
to help. However, there are a few areas where help
is needed most.

Volunteers are needed for
all roles on 1st Thursdays.

By the Numbers
When guests at The Welcome Table came
on February 14th they came to a hall decked
out for Valentine’s Day. On each table were
treat bags prepared by the children of the church as
well as festive centerpieces.
The month before was a busy one for this ministry as
there were five Thursdays. In all more than 900
meals were served. On the Fifth Thursday, 1st UMC
staff members joined the other volunteers in
preparing and serving the meals.
Here is a breakdown of meals served in January.
January 3rd— 191

Volunteers are needed for
cleanup after each meal.

January 10th - 177
January 17th - 125
January 24th - 199

Donations of desserts
are always needed.
If you are interested in volunteering please contact
Amelia Geis ameliageis@yahoo.com or contact the
church office at 865-982-1273.

January 31st - 219
Total— 911

Pancake pride!

A reason to switch
We have been hearing from several
church members about switching the delivery
method for “The Church Bell.” For a limited time if
you make the switch from having it mailed to your
home, to having it delivered by e-mail, we will give
$10 to the Imagine No Malaria campaign.
Remember it only takes $10 to save a life! So, what
are you waiting for? To make the switch go to our
website www.fumc-maryville.org. Go the “Happening
at 1st” tab, select “The Church Bell” and scroll down
to “launch form.” Fill out the information, hit submit
and you are done!

Shortly after the pancakes started coming off the
griddle last Tuesday night you could feel the
excitement in Wesley Hall. The Fat Tuesday
fundraiser for Imagine No Malaria was a big success.
A couple hundred people came through the lines and
enjoyed a stack of pancakes, sausage and a few
waffles served up by staff members and other
volunteers. A big THANK YOU to all our volunteers
for making this event a success.
In the end, dinner sales and donations totaled $1200
bringing the total for the campaign to $10,000. The
church goal is $15,000. Thanks to everyone who
volunteered, bought tickets and made donations!
(more pictures available on Facebook and at
www.fumc-maryville.org)
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A promise to run
Calling all runners and walkers! We have the
opportunity to help a great cause and enjoy some
fellowship at the same time.
The Resurrection Run for Family Promise is coming
up on Saturday, March 30th starting in Sandy
Springs Park. Our hope is to have a large
representation from 1st UMC this year as the run is
giving a trophy to the church with the most members
participating.
The registration fee before March 15th is $20 and
you are guaranteed one of the t-shirts you see
below. After March 15th the cost is $25 with no tshirt guarantee.
You can visit http://
www.imathlete.com
and search
Resurrection Run to
register. Forms are
also available in the
church office (you
return them to Monte
Vista Baptist Church).

Website Tips
We hope you have had a little time to explore the
church’s new website (www.fumc-maryville.org).
Since it is something new we thought we would help
get you acquainted with some of its highlights and
features.
1st Stop— This is the home page for the website. It
features a “slideshow” highlighting different events,
ministries and whatever else we need people to see
when they first get to the website. The sub menus
are where you find visitor information, history of the
church, and a place to sign up for events.
Happening at 1st—This is the place to go to find out
what is going on at 1st UMC. Here is where you
access “The Church Bell,” find the weekly events
calendar, special events and a church wide calendar.
1st Look— Here we can easily share pictures and
videos from the life of the church. In the future we
may also be including audio from sermons for
download along with other multi media elements.
There is also a site map here that gives you an
overview of the whole website in one place.
As we continue to develop this communications tool
we will keep you informed of the changes and
features. At the same time we encourage you to Like
us on Facebook and Follow us on Twitter.
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Church Conference
There will be a Church Conference on
Sunday, March 3rd immediately after worship
(approximately 11:45 am) for the purpose of voting
on the modified proposal put forth by the building
committee and affirmed by the Church Council. ALL
are welcome to attend. Church members will have
a vote.
The proposal is to reduce the type of work in
Asbury Hall, Wesley Hall, and downstairs and
redirect it to a new building for Children’s Ministry.
Details are being shared at Congregational
meetings. A final informational meeting is set for
this Thursday, February 21st at 6:30 p.m.
This vote only allows us to continue forward with
architectural drawings and securing pledges .... not
to break ground.
On the right is a flow
chart outlining the
renovation plan history
and how the vote
would affect it.

Congregational
Informational
Meeting
Thursday,
February 21st
@6:30 pm
(in the Sanctuary)

Church
Conference
Sunday, March
3rd
@11:45 pm
(in the Sanctuary)
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Church & Worship Notes

Coming soon ….

February 24th

Long before Joseph wore his amazing Technicolor
Dreamcoat, Noah was swept up in a mission for God
that came with a multi-colored promise.

Youth Choir and Jubilant Ringers in the Traditional
Worship Service

This Spring the children’s choirs of 1st UMC Maryville
present to you the story of a man driven to build an ark
in the desert and the hope it gave the world.

Primary Praise Singers in “The Crossing”
(Both at 10:30 am)

Songs for South Sudan
While much progress has been made in one of the
world’s newest nations, much more work needs to be
done. South Sudan became an independent nation in
2011.
For the past few years YOU have helped organizations
like AfricaELI, an organization working to build gender
equality, improve economic conditions and strengthen
leadership capacity.
“Songs for South Sudan” is a benefit concert coming up
on Thursday, February 21st. High school and college
choirs will be performing at the Clayton Center starting at
7 pm. Everyone is invited.
Tickets are $10 at the door.

Young Adult Ministry News
Contact Asa Majors for more information on any of these
events, 865-982-1273.

Tuesday, April 16th
6:00 pm
Dates to remember!
Bayou Soup Social
March 10th
9 am—1 pm
Wesley Hall

Trivia Night
We invite YOU to join the young adults of 1st UMC for a
night of fun and fellowship as we play
trivia again at Smoky Mountain
Brewery on February 20th. The
contest gets underway at 7:30 so you
might want to come around 7 pm to
get settled. This is always a fun night
of fellowship. Childcare is available
here at the church from 6:30 to 9:00
pm.

Still open for discussion
The Young Adult Women’s Book Club will
gather at Panera Bread Company on
February 27th. This month’s book is “The
Invisible Thread” by Laura Schroff and
Alex Tresniowski. You still have time to
read the book if you want to be a part of
the Book Club. All Young Adult Women
are invited to this time of fellowship and
discussion.

Bayou Mission Trip
May 29th—June 4th
(Contact Doug Jenkins if you are interested in going)

865-681-1326
Welcome!
We would like to extend a warm welcome to both
Charlotte England and Debbie Heaton. Both joined
the church in February by transfer of membership.

Enjoy Spring outdoors!
Mark your calendar for April 20th.
YOU are invited to a day hike!
More information coming soon.
THE CHURCH BELL

Page 6

Charlotte England

Debbie Heaton

Children’s Corner

Art Auction preps

This year during the Children’s
Musical on April 16th YOU will get
the chance to bid on some great pieces of artwork.
The children of the church will get together this Sunday,
February 24th to begin the painting. Preschool and
school aged children are invited to stay after church for
lunch then begin work on the projects for the auction.
Plan on bringing a change of clothes and some
newspapers (if you have them).
Everyone will meet at 11:45 in Wesley Hall. Please
contact Brittany by Thursday the 21st so we can plan
for lunch and art supplies. The art auction will benefit
our Imagine No Malaria campaign.

Confirmation Class–
the final stretch
It has been an eventful few months
for the members of our latest
Confirmation Class. In February the
group met for its last formal session
and then gathered on Ash
Wednesday. One of the highlights
of the Ash Wednesday session was
the Prayer Walk. Different stations
were set up in Wesley Hall to help
these young people explore the importance of prayer
and different ways to use it in their daily lives.

Pool Time!
We may still be having some cold nights, but that
doesn’t mean you can’t go swimming. Coming up on
March 3rd we invite YOU to join us for an indoor pool
party at National Fitness Center. The evening will end
with dinner at Salsarita’s. Cost is $3 for children and
$5 for adults. Bring the entire family and invite your
friends! The party begins at 3:30 pm. Please sign up
by calling Brittany at 268-2912 or e-mailing her at
blittleton@fumc-maryville.org.

Craving a little cave time?
If your answer is yes, then mark your calendars for April
6th & 7th. All children ages 6 and older are invited to a
Cave Crawling trip to Raccoon Caverns near

Easter Egg Hunt:
Coming soon!
Mark Sunday, March 24th
on your calendars! Right
after church families will
gather in Wesley Hall for
lunch then head out to hunt
for Easter Eggs. The church
will provide the meat and
drinks for the meal so

Following the Prayer
Walk, the group met
for pizza then
headed to the Ash
Wednesday worship
service. The
Confirmation Retreat
is set for March
8th— 10th at Lake
Junaluska.

Look what I learned!
Sunday, February 17th
Preschool—The Lost Sheep
(Luke 10:27)
K-4th Grade—The Lost Sheep
(Luke 15: 3-7)
5th & 6th Grade—Taking Care of Those in Need
(“Least of These”)

Sunday, February 24th
Preschool—The Forgiving Father (Luke 10:27)
K-4th Grade—The Forgiving Father (Luke 15:11-32)

5th & 6th Grade—Professing Belief
(Raising of Lazurus)
www.growproclaimserve.com
Where there is “The Way” there is an app

Donations needed for Egg Hunt
Please bring filled eggs to the church for the Easter
Egg Hunt. Donations can be dropped off in the church
office or bring them to Denise Johns in room 115.
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As the church takes a journey through Lent using Adam
Hamilton’s study called “The Way” we wanted to tell
you about a way to get your children involved, too. “The
Way: 40 Days with Jesus” is a devotional app designed
for the younger set. It is filled with activities and a
devotional for each day. It is available for iPhone and
for some Android devices. Cost is 99 cents. Visit
www.adamhamilton.org for more information.
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