Indescribable
How do you describe something that is indescribable? The Keebler
elves would tell their television audiences that the cookies made inside
their elfin trees were, "Indescribably delicious!" And you know what?
They were!
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Yesterday, sometime near the end of our confirmation class, we got
into a discussion about the nature of God (go figure). Questions like
"When did God begin?"; "Did He just float around in nothing until He
created everything?"; legitimate questions all.
My feeble attempts to offer an answer fell short. My answer was, "God
just was! God is and God always will be!" I didn't have the opportunity
to go into Moses meeting God in the burning bush. It was in this
encounter that God identified himself as "I am who I am." (YHWH, in
Hebrew)
All of our attempts to describe God fall short. J.B. Philips wrote a book
entitled "Your God Is Too Small" and his main thesis is that no matter
how big you might imagine God or relate to God, your thought and
your imagination is already too small. God is so far beyond human
imagination. It is for that reason God is characterized in so many ways
in scripture - Rock, Sword, Shield, Shade on my right hand, Shepherd,
to name a few.
God understood the inadquacy of the human mind to understand God's
mystery. What does God do? God sends God's Son - as a human - the
perfect human - perfect in the sense that this human being, Jesus,
fully communicated the character and nature of God. How can we
grasp the mystery of God? Well, we can't. But knowing Jesus, we can
know what we need to know about God - unconditional love, mercy
and grace.
While I might not have satisfied the mind of a sixth grader, I think I'll
go with the unconditional love, mercy and grace. That's more than
enough for me.
Grace and Peace

Larry
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HAPPENING AT
Sunday, February 23. 2014
7:35 AM Morning Glory Chorus
rehearsal, 249
8:15 AM Morning Glory Worship, Asbury Hall
9:15 AM Sunday School
10:30 AM The Crossing, Asbury Hall
10:30 AM Traditional Worship, Sanctuary
11:45 AM Parent Meeting for Children’s Choir Groups
2:30 PM Confirmation Group, 151
3:30 PM Youth Praise Band
4:00 PM Legacy Journey, 214
4:30 PM Youth Handbells, 252, 254
5:10 PM Celebration Singers, 249
5:15 PM Evensong Handbells, 214
6:00 PM Youth, 152
6:00 PM Financial Peace, 214
6:00 PM Legacy Journey, 151
6:30 PM 12 Steps for Christians, 213
Monday, February 24, 2014
8:00 AM Leave for Biltmore House
3:30 PM Primary Praise Singers(K-1st)
3:30 PM Merrymakers (2nd-3rd)
3:30 PM Joy Singers (4th-5th)
7:00 PM Church Council, 254
Tuesday, February 25, 2014
10:00 AM Bible Study, 214
10:00 AM Study of the Psalms, 215
11:00 AM Senior Lunch, 215
6:00 PM Devoted Fitness, Asbury Hall
6:30 PM Witness Team, 214
7:00 PM AA, 128
7:00 PM Legacy Journey, 215
Wednesday, February 26, 2014
3:45 PM Girls Bible Study, Vienna Coffee
Recovery at Maryville, Asbury Hall
5:30 PM Light Meal, Asbury Hall
6:30 PM Celebration Service, Asbury Hall
7:45 PM Sharing Groups (assigned room)
7:00 PM Ladies Bible Study, Panera Bread
7:00 PM Dude’s Bible Study, Taco Bell
7:00 PM Legacy Journey, 215
7:30 PM Chancel Choir, 249
Thursday, February 27, 2014
6:00 AM Men’s Bible study, 214
10:15 AM Asagao, 242
5:00 PM Welcome Table, Asbury Hall
6:00 PM Couch to 5K, Narthex
7:00 PM Pickle Ball, Asbury Hall
7:00 PM AA, 128
Saturday, March 1, 2014
8:00 AM Couch to 5K, Narthex
9:00 AM Pickle Ball, Asbury Hall
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Memorials & Honorariums
Memorial Fund
In Honor or Memory Of
Betty Sessoms
John Corey
Joe Cunningham
Jack Jackson

Given B y
John & Carolyn Kristy
Bob & Lila Eby
Jim Porter & Family
Jim Porter & Family

Family Promise
In Honor of Memory Of
Ginny West Case

Given By
Elaine Graves & Arnold Cox

Children’s Department
In Honor or Memory Of
Joe Cunningham

Given By
Rowena Huffstetler

Music Fund
In Honor or Memory Of
Betty Sessoms

Given By
Elaine Graves & Arnold Cox

Sunday commitments for February 23, 2014
Prepare for Worship
Leviticus 19: 1-2,9-18
Psalm 99 (UMH 819)
2 Peter 1: 16-21
Matthew 5: 38-48
Kids Own Worship
Preschool:
Ryan & Amber Warner
Elementary:
Darby & Emily Abbott
Staff on call:
Please contact
Brenda (414-8493)
or Larry (414-8494)
Parsonage (233-2712)

Greeters:
 8:15 Morning Glory
Suzanne & Amy Rhoden
Brian & Beth Cook



10:30 Sanctuary
David & Teresa Morton
John Allen



10:30 The Crossing
Todd & Whitney Davis
Anita Brown
Acolytes:
Tanner Roberts
Elizabeth West

Contact: Asa Majors at rev.asa.lee@gmail.com or 982-1273

Got questions?
Trivia nights are a great way to enjoy time with others
and next month, the schedule changes a bit because of
Ash Wednesday (March 5th).
Trivia nights in March will be on the 2nd Wednesday
(March 12th) and Third Tuesday (March 18th). This
great outing is at Smoky Mountain Brewery starting at
7:00 pm.
Last year, the group won enough gift certificates to have
a great meal at Chesapeake’s in Downtown Knoxville.

Room for YOU!
Sunday mornings the Young Adults meet in Room 118
for Sunday School.

Young Adult Trivia Nights
Smoky Mtn. Brewery
7:00 pm
Wednesday, March 12th
Tuesday, March 18th

There is always great discussion, time to get to know
each other and of course have a beverage or two from
our Keurig machine.
Hope YOU can join us soon!

College Trivia Night

Sharing YOUR devotions

Smoky Mtn. Brewery
7:00 pm
Tuesday March 11th
STAFF DIRECTORY
All e-mails end with @fumc-Maryville.org
unless otherwise noted.
Phone: 865-982-1273
Staff Member
Brenda Carroll
Larry Carroll
Asa Majors
Mark Blodgett
Clayton Hensley
Ginny West Case
Terry Wilson
Susan Daves
Denise Johns
Jane Sanders
Stephen Nelson
Amelia Geis
Dwain Pesterfield
Paul Brown

Email
Extension
brendac
111
lecarroll65@gmail.com
106
rev.asa.lee@gmail.com
107
mblodgett
103
chensley
100
ginnywc
105
sacmusic
109
sdaves
110
djohns
113
jsanders
101
stephennelson22@gmail.com 202
ameliageis@yahoo.com
DwainP602@bellsouth.net
Sherri Justice
Bryan Holder

Submissions to The Church Bell can be made by e-mailing
Clayton Hensley at chensley@fumc-maryville.org. The
newsletter is published on Mondays and mailed on
Tuesdays. The deadline for submissions is the
preceding Friday.
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Throughout the Lenten Season, which begins on March
5th, YOU can read a daily devotion on our various
online channels. These will be personal faith stories and
inspirational words to help you reflect on the spirit of the
days leading up to Easter.
If you are interested in writing a devotion, they
should be no more than 400 words and should be tied
to themes associated with Lent.
Please contact Brenda Carroll at 982-1273 or
brendac@fumc-maryville.org if you are interested or
need the guidelines (which will also be available in the
church office.)

Ash Wednesday Services
March 5, 2014
6:30 pm in the Sanctuary
6:30 in Asbury Hall (Recovery at Maryville)
(*Meal served in Asbury Hall at 5:30 pm with a donation)

back and well wishes. Needless to say we started our
During February we have been married life on a shoe string budget and a broken one at
spotlighting marriage by sharing that!
pictures and stories from
couples here at 1st UMCThe years, 61 this year, were lived in Florida while
Maryville.
Lyoren was in the service, time in Pennsylvania and
Indiana and back to Tennessee where he worked for
Lyoren and Wanda Teffeteller
ALCOA as an electrical engineer. We wanted to raise our
were married on May 23,
family; a son, Mike; and a daughter Kathy, where we had
1953. Here's the story of how
grown up in a Christian community.
they met and what's kept them
together this long.
Our married life was always centered around and still is,
family and church. As I reflect on our years together, and
they have been good years, the fact that both of us were
fortunate enough to be raised by Christian parents made
Lyoren and I attended Maryville High School. He was
two years ahead of me in grades. We were taking part in us want to have a Christian family as well.
a Y-Teen variety program when we met officially. I think it
was love at first sight for me. A friend of mine said I told
Sharing your stories
her, "That's the one I want to marry."

Love at 1st sight!

Lyoren graduated and was attending U.T. He would call
to chat occasionally but never asked me out. The day
my heart almost broke was when he called to ask me if I
would go out with a friend of his that attended Maryville
College. I informed him, I didn't date strangers. He said,
"Well, would you go out with me?" The rest is history.
We dated all the time he attended U.T. I finished high
school, attended Maryville College, Business College and
worked at ALCOA.
We were married two weeks before he graduated from
U.T. Since I was the one with a job, I actually bought his
wedding suit. All our parents gave us was a pat on the

We are celebrating marriage this month and we want
to share your wedding stories. You can e-mail your
pictures and information to:
chensley@fumc-maryville.org
or bring them by the church office.
The pictures and stories we receive will be shared
online and a few of them will appear right here in
The Church Bell.
You can also check out some of the stories online at:
1stmaryville.blogspot.com

A big “THANK YOU!”
A few weeks ago about 400 people turned out for the
Heart for the Homeless banquet benefitting Family
Promise of Blount County. In the end, the event raised
around $47,000! Way to go!

Hosting and Training
Help out Good Neighbors of Blount County!
Just purchase pizza at Papa Murphy’s in
Maryville on February 27th and tell the cashier
you are there to support Good Neighbors which
will get 25% of the gross sales.
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Next month 1st UMC will once again be hosting Family
Promise, March 23rd—30th. To get ready volunteers are
needed to help out during that week. Please consider
helping with this ministry.

A training session for 1st time volunteers is
March 11th at 7:00 pm in room 151!
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Adult Ministries
Sign up for events by calling 982-1273 or visit “Event Registration” at www.1stchurch.org

Let’s do lunch!

Craft Weekend
If you’ve got the projects, we’ve got the
space for you to do them! It’s time to get
creative in the company of others.

Friday, March 7th
9 am -4pm
Saturday, March 8th
9am -2pm

These ladies are all part of the “Sunday Lunch Bunch” a
group that goes out to eat each week following the 10:30
worship services.
There is always room for YOU in this weekly outing. Just
meet in the Narthex following the 10:30 worship service.

No passport required
Be careful what you say, even if you think the person
around you doesn’t speak the same language. That’s
the hilarious situation unfolding on the stage at the
Cumberland County Playhouse as the players
present “The Foreigner.” The cost for the March 18th
trip is $40 and includes tickets and transportation.

Cumberland Co. Playhouse
March 18th
Cost is $40
Registration deadline is March 11th.

Jubilation 2014
April 27-29, 2014
Meadowview Conference Center
Kingsport, TN
Come explore ways to live with purpose and
possibility this spring at Jubilation 2014.
This year’s keynote speaker is author/writer
and inspirational speaker, Missy Buchanan.
Entertainment provided by Al Petteway &
Amy White.
Registration deadline is April 1st. Cost
ranges from $115 to $295 and includes
lodging, 5 meals and the program. Visit
http://jubilation.holston.org for more
information or contact Ginny West Case.

Check this out!
Are you looking for
more understanding
when it comes to the
Bible?
If so, why not check out the Bible Buddies class led
by Frank Rankin on Sunday mornings?
Currently the class is studying the Gospel of John.
The Bible Buddies meet in room 243 during the
Sunday School hour at 9:15 am.

Biltmore Bound
Reminder: If you signed up for the Biltmore trip, it
is set for February 24th. The bus leaves at 8:00 am.
on February 24th. Enjoy the trip!

THE CHURCH BELL
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Ready to Run
Get your running shoes on and
get ready to have a little fun as
the third annual Resurrection
Run comes your way on April
19th. This 5K run or 1-mile Fun
Walk helps raise money for
Family Promise of Blount
County.
You can register for the run by visiting:

www.imathlete.com.

Even if you’ve never run in a 5K race before, there is a
new program kicking off here at 1st UMC to help you
prepare. In fact it would be great to have a large group at
the run representing 1st UMC!
“Couch to 5K” is designed to take you from walking to
jogging and running, gradually. Kelly Morgan is heading
up this program which will meet for 30 to 45 minute
sessions each Thursday at 6 pm and Saturdays at 8
am.
It all begins, February 20th.
Just meet in the area inside
the front doors of the church.
For more information call
Kelly or John Morgan at
919-2662.

More ways to get moving!

Devoted Fitness

Pickleball

Tuesdays at 6:00 pm
Asbury Hall

Thursdays at 7:00 pm
Saturdays at 9:00 am
Asbury Hall

Contact Jenny Horn for more information:
jennyjohorn@charter.net or 776-9548

Come to play or come to learn!

Hands on mission!
Service is a vital part
of the ministry of
1st UMC-Maryville.
Each year the church
participates in the
Holston Conference’s
Hands-on Mission
Project. This year,
YOUR help is needed to help the Maryville District meet
its goal of sending 300 food buckets to Zimbabwe. The
effort is part of a broader effort to “Hone in on Hunger.”
On March 29th, YOU are invited to participate in several
local and international service projects related to hunger,
including the effort to fill these food buckets.
There will be a planning meeting on Tuesday, February
25th at 6 pm in room 214. Come help plan the projects
for March 29th. In the meantime, help get ready to pack
the food buckets by collecting the items listed on the
right.
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Food Bucket Items
1 bag sugar (4-5 lbs.)
1 bag corn meal (4-5 lbs.)
1 bag self-rising flour (4-5 lbs.)
1 bag rice (2 lbs.)
1 bag dried beans (2 lbs.)
1 powdered milk (10 oz. or less)
1 box old-fashioned oats (18 oz. or less)
1 bottle cooking oil (48 oz. or less)
1 box Splenda/sucralose (50 ct. or less)
All these items are needed along with $5 for packing
and shipping.
They need to be dropped off at the church between
March 16-23rd.
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“Egg”-citing event!
The Easter Egg Hunt will
be here before you know
it, so it’s time to get
hopping. The fun all
happens on April 13th
right after the 10:30
worship services.

For more information on any of these events, please call Denise
at 982-1273 or e-mail her at djohns@fumc-maryville.org .

What are your children
learning?

Lunch will be provided before the hunt begins. It will
be a catered meal (menu TBD). The cost is $5.00 per
person with a $20 maximum for families. Sign ups
for the lunch and hunt will begin on March 17th
and run through March 31st. You can do this online
at www.1stchurch.org or by calling the church office
at 982-1273.

Sunday, February 23rd

This year’s egg hunt will be a little different. Instead
of eggs filled with prizes and candy, they will have
“bunny bucks” which can be cashed in for prizes!

Sunday, February 16th

To help get everything ready, a few things are
needed:
 Empty plastic eggs
 Trinkets—Easter puzzles, games, rings, stickers,
tattoos, etc.
If you can donate any of these items please bring
them to the church office or to Denise Johns in room
115.

(This Sunday)
Preschool – 4th Grade
Jesus calms the storm
Bible Verses– Luke 8:22-25
Tweens
Being Humble (The parable of the banquet)
(Last Sunday)
Preschool – 4th Grade
Lesson– Jesus teaches the Beatitudes
Bible Verses— Matthew 5: 3-12
Tweens
Having Faith
(Jesus heals Bartimaeus)
www.growproclaimserve.com

Future plans
Here is an artist’s
rendering of the changes
proposed for the lower
floor where the children’s
classrooms and some
adult classrooms are
located. Changes include
new ceilings, new lighting,
a check-in desk and new
graphic boards.

Registration is now open for Summer Camp. This
year’s theme is Rivers of Living Water, and there are
several new programming options. The summer 2014
brochures are available in the church office or you can
check out what’s available by visiting
www.campwesleywoods.com and clicking on the
Summer Camp tab. Register by April 1st and you will
get a $15 early bird discount.
If you are a young adult looking for a rewarding
summer job, Camp Wesley Woods is hiring more than
60 people for the summer camp program. Visit the
camp website for more information or e-mail
Mollianne at mollianne@campwesleywoods.com .
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Learn more about the proposed changes before the
March 30th church wide vote by doing these simple
things:





Check out the artist renderings on display
throughout the church.
Check out “renovation plans” online at
www.1stchurch.org
Attend these “Town Hall” style meetings:
Sunday, March 2nd at 9:15 am
Thursday, March 6th at 7:00 pm
Sunday, March 9th at 11:45 am
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804 Montvale Station Rd.
Maryville, TN 37803
865-982-1273

www.1stchurch.org

Celebrating Marriage
Brian and Asa Majors were married on June 2, 2012. They met six
months after Asa moved to Maryville when Brian came to fix her
internet. They started dating a year later and have been having fun
ever since. They are excited to see where the next 50+ years will take
them and the adventures in store for them.

Dennis and Ruth Ann Amentastro were married here at 1st
Church in 1995. For a look at their wedding story visit our
church block, "1st Look,"http://1stmaryville.blogspot.com/

Soup lunch benefitting spring trip to the Heifer Ranch’s Global Village.
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