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The Darkness Will Never Overcome the Light  

Last night after everyone had gone home, the candles in the windows of Wesley Hall 
were still lit.  They are battery powered and the bulb has to be twisted to break the 
circuit.  I knew they needed to be extinguished to save the batteries.  Their light will be 
needed again on Tuesday night.  But I found myself wishing to leave them lit.   

 

In the darkness of winter, on a rainy night, their small light was so welcome.  I reflected 
on the wonderful music offered by the Morning Glory and Menôs Chorus at 8:15a.m.  
Such an early hour and such a drab morning-----yet they sang a beautiful message.  And 
the room was packed.  How we love hearing that story of hope and good news over and 
over again.   

 

Wonderful Sunday School classes and two more beautiful worship services filled the 
morning, so grey on the outside, but warm, promising, joyful, and hope-filled inside the 
church and in our hearts.  And last night the children and a few adults reminded us of the 
story of Silent Night.  The church was filled with singing, laughter, crafts, food, and lots of 
chatter.  A short visit with a 97 year old in the hospital was also a place of light and hope.  
Donna Landgren is a true inspiration and a witness to all around her.  So much light on 
such a dreary day! 

 

Yet, there was also tragedy in a couple of church families and in the Recovery family.  
No matter how much the world changes, some things stay the same.  As we wait for the 
Second Coming, (thatôs what Advent is really about), darkness battles on.  Some days 
feel like darkness is winning.  But on a dark night in Bethlehem, over 2000 years ago----
God broke in .  And on a dark night in Jerusalem, over 2000 years ago, God broke out 
and moved beyond our tombs of darkness, always and forever.  

 

 As Christians, our affirmation of faith is:  ñThe darkness will never overcome the light!ò  
In our worst moments, the Gospel of John tells us we actually prefer the darkness.  But 
Jesus took that preference to the cross and defeated death and darkness.  So we 
singéénot just at Christmasé.. but all year round.  We sing the message of a Light that 
overcomes all darkness.  The Herods will not prevail.  Violence will not prevail.  Hatred 
will not prevail.  Disease and famine and greed and drugs and poverty will not prevail!  
God continues to break into this world in its darkest moments and darkest corners and 
darkest hearts.  Keep watch.  

 

What stories can you share as you travel this Advent journey?  When have you reflected 
the light of Christ to someone who might have remained in darkness?  Can you give 
witness that God breaks in and overcomes darkness?  I would much rather light a candle 
than extinguish one, wouldnôt you? 

 

Brenda 

 

 

 

 

COMING  

THIS SATURDAY 
AND SUNDAY!  

DECEMBER 14TH  

@ 6:00 PM  

DECEMBER 15TH  

@ 10:30 AM  

AND 7:00 PM  

(more on page 3)  

The sounds of Music  
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Issue 40  

December 9, 2013  



Prepare for Worship  

Isaiah 35: 1-10 

Luke 1: 47-55                 
(UMH 199) 

James 5: 7-10 

Matthew 11: 2-11 

 

Kids Own Worship  

Preschool: 

Craig & Kristen Dutton 

Elementary: 

Dallas & Amber Monroe 

 

Staff on call:  

Please contact  

Brenda (414-8493) 

or Larry (414-8494) 

Parsonage (233-2712) 

Greeters:  

¶ 8:15 Morning Glory  

Mike & Nancy Allee 

Rex & Marilyn Davis 

 

¶ 10:30 Sanctuary  

Barry & Lynn Mathis 

Bill Wells 

 

¶ 10:30 The Crossing  

Todd & Whitney Davis 

Anita Brown 

 

Acolytes:  

Tannen Roberts 

Elizabeth West 

 

Happening at 1st                                                           

December 15, 2013 - December 21, 2013  

Sunday, December 15, 2013  

  7:35 AM  Morning Glory Chorus  rehearsal, 249 

  8:15 AM  Morning Glory Worship, Asbury Hall 

  9:15 AM  Sunday School 

10:30 AM  Chancel Choir Cantata, Sanctuary 

10:30 AM  The Crossing, Asbury Hall 

  3:30 PM  Youth Praise Band 

  6:30 PM  12 Steps for Christians, 213, 215 

  7:00 PM  Chancel Choir Cantata, Sanctuary 

 Monday, December 16, 2013  

  6:00 PM  Heritage Christmas Party, Wesley Hall 

  6:30 PM  Compassion Counseling Board, 243 

  7:00 PM  Troop Meeting, Asbury Hall 

 Tuesday, December 17, 2013  

  6:30 PM  Finance Committee, 214 

  7:00 PM  AA, 128 

  7:00 PM  Young Adult Trivia, Smoky Mountain Brewery 

 Wednesday, December 18, 2013  

  3:45 PM  Girls Bible Study, Vienna Coffee 

 Recovery at Maryville, Asbury Hall 

       5:30 PM  Light Meal, Asbury Hall 

       6:30 PM  Celebration Service, Asbury Hall 

       7:45 PM  Sharing Groups (assigned room) 

 7:00 PM  Ladies Bible Study, Panera Bread 

 7:00 PM  Dudeôs Bible Study, Taco Bell 

Thursday, December 19, 2013  

  5:00 PM  Welcome Table, Asbury Hall 

  7:00 PM  AA, 128 

 Friday, December 20, 2013   

12:00 PM  Dollywoodôs: A Smoky Mountain Christmas 

Sunday commitments for  December 15, 2013  
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In Honor or Memory Of                  Given By  

Welcome Table  

Oscar Simpson                        Ernie & Pat Blankenship 

Angela Bitz            Ernie  & Pat Blankenship 

Ushers at FUMC           Ernie & Pat Blankenship 

Cole Whitehead                       Carol & Lauren Douglas 

                                                 Quinn Havener 

Memorial Fund  

Sara Jo Kramer                        Thomas & Terri Hale              

Sara Jo Kramer                       John & Deborah Johnson 

Memorials and Honorariums  

With all the excitement in celebrating 
the coming of Jesus this Advent 
season, please consider coming to 
help host the families that will be our 
guests during Christmas week.   

 

Like the Holy Family so many years 
ago there was no place for them to 
stay. If not for the Family Promise 
Mission the families we host during 
Christmas would not have a place to 
stay.   

We are looking for new volunteers to 
assist with this vital mission.  A brief 
training will put you on a path that 
will change your life as you help 
families get back on their feet.  

 

Help finalize the details for our host 
week coming up later this month. 

Bless you.  And yes, it will be a 
Merry Christmas for all! 

 

Mavis Zieglerð                           

Family Promise Coordinator 

 

 

 

  Family Promise Training  

First time volunteers 

Tuesday, December 17th 

7:00 pm in room 151 

 

Return Volunteer meeting 

Thursday, December 19th 

7:00 pm in room 151 
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The Chancel Choir 

of 1st UMC  

w/ guest choir:  

The Tennessee 
Wesleyan College 

Chorale  

Catch the Cantata on TV!Catch the Cantata on TV!   

Christmas Eve, December 24th  

Noonð1 pm on MyVLT (15)  

 

Christmas Day, December 25th  

6:00 amð7:00 am on WVLT (8)  

4:00 pmð5:00 pm on WVLT (8)  

On the morning of December 15th, choir members and 1st 
UMC members are asked to park behind the Jr. High 
School.  There will be a continuous shuttle running from 
8:45 am to 12:15 pm from there to the Porte-Cochere.  This 
will help free up dozens of spaces for our guests. 

Last Sunday, ñGod broke inò  to the season as 
the Morning Glory and Menôs Choruses 
presented the cantata ñSing a Song of 
Christmas.ò  More than 250 people came out to 

listen and share in this joyous annual event!  

Fill your weekend with music!    

   This Saturday and Sunday more than a thousand 
people are expected at this yearôs Chancel Choir 
Cantata, ñDo You Hear What I Hear?ò   

      This year the Tennessee Wesleyan College 
Chorale joins the 1st UMC Chancel Choir to bring 
you an unforgettable time of music.  The Chorale 
was formed in 2002 and is an auditioned chamber 
ensemble specializing in sacred music of the 
Renaissance and early Baroque.  The group tours 
extensively throughout the United States and 
abroad.  Dr. Nathan Windt is the director of Choral 
Activities at Tennessee Wesleyan.   

      An accomplished conductor of opera, Dr. Windt 
has conducted a variety of operatic styles. He has 
taught at the elementary, middle school and college 
levels.   

     You may remember the chorale brought its 
talents here to 1st UMC back on September 15th. 

This yearôs Christmas Offering (taken during the 
Cantata and Christmas Eve services) goes to the 
1st UMC Habitat Build in 2014 and to Good 
Neighbors of Blount County. 

December 14th @ 6:00 pm  

December 15th 10:30 am & 7:00 

YOU are invited to a special time of Christmas worship on December 22nd at 
10:30 am in Asbury Hall .  There will be breakfast foods, coffee and a time to 
celebrate the coming of Christ.  During this service you will hear both familiar 
Christmas carols and learn some new ones.  

Modern Worship Christmas Program ðDecember 22nd @ 10:30 am  



 Contact: Asa Majors at rev.asa.lee@gmail.com or 982-1273 
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Dollywoodôs:                                                         
Smoky Mountain Christmas  

December 20th                        
(leaving at 12:30 pm) 

Sign up by calling 982-1273 

or visit www.1stchurch.org 

 

Come experience the award winning 
Christmas hospitality and fun at this 

Smoky Mountain theme park. 

  

The light of Christmas Eve  
One of the most magical nights of the year is December 24th.  All the waiting for 
Christmas Day nears an end and people gather to celebrate the birth of Jesus and 
take his light out into the world during these candlelight services.  This year, there 
are three worship services on Christmas Eve.  Come let ñGod break inò to your life 

The gift of giving  

Thanks to everyone who has 
contributed to our Foster Angel 
Tree gift.  With your donations 
we were able to give a 14-year 
old young woman all the stuff 
under this tree.  

 

 It is so exciting to know we 
have shared the love of Christ 
with this young woman even 
though we may never meet her 

face-to-face.   

 

Continue to pray for her that she would feel loved when 
she uses her gifts and that the foster system in Blount 

Adult Ministries       
If you are going to the ñSwinginô 
Christmasò event on December 

17th, please remember the bus is 
leaving the church at 6:30 pm.                 
The concert begins at 8 pm. 

Larry Carrollôs menôs Bible study 
that meets on Thursday mornings is 

done for the year now.                               
The study will resume early in 2014.  

Keep watching for details. 

Looking ahead:  

Mighty Musical Monday 

January 6th, 2014 

5:00 pm (Asbury Hall) 

Christmas is an especially special time for children and 
this Christmas Eve children will have an important role in 

telling the story about the birth of Jesus. 

7:30 pm & 10:00 pm (Sanctuary) 

Treasured songs of Christmas, Holy Communion, 

Covered Dish Supper @ 6:30 pm (Wesley Hall) 

In the midst of the busyness of the evening you can take time out to have a meal 
and catch up with folks as everyone gets ready for Christmas Day.  Please bring 
a side dish to share.  Sign up online or call the church office at 982-1273. 

Please remember there is no trivia on December 17th.  
Instead everyone is invited on December 18th to the 
home of Jason & Morgan Lambert for a Christmas 
gathering.  There will be an ornament exchange, food 
and a Christmas movie.  The fun begins at 7:30 pm! 

The discussion about Incarnation continues in Sunday 
School.  Come find out what this word means for you. 
Sundays at 9:15 am in room 128. 

All college students 
are welcome to come 

for some Keurig 
beverages, food and 

conversation. 

 

Sundays at 9:30 am  

Room 127  

A special thank you to Kelsey Proffitt 
for getting the tickets for this group to 
see ñThe Nutcrackerò and to Kara 
Harville for welcoming them also. 
The group not only saw a great 
show, but also got to go backstage! 

http://www.fumc-maryville.org/#/1st-stop/christmas-2013

