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Kneel at the Manger

F

or hundreds of people Christmas just wouldn’t
be complete without attending the Chancel Choir
Cantata here at 1st United Methodist Church.
This is the 33rd year for this event, which is not
only presented live, it is also broadcast to
thousands of people on Christmas Eve and
Christmas Day.

V

oices from both the Chancel Choir and the
Joy Singers Children’s choir will join a 30-piece
orchestra and pipe organ to fill the Sanctuary of
the church with glorious sounds of the season. Director
of Music, Terry Wilson and countless others have been
working for months to bring the Cantata together.
Saturday night, YOU will get your first chance to see all
the Christmas magic happen.

This weekend!

S

oloists this year include, John Cherry, Edha Brown,
Robert Lawson, Brooke Wilson and Susan Daves. The
cantata, titled Kneel at the Manger also includes a piece
called Bethlehem Child written by Terry Wilson. There
are three chances to see the cantata LIVE: Saturday
night at 6:00 pm and Sunday at 10:30 in the
morning and 7:00 at night.
Please remember you can help save parking
spots for guests by parking behind the Junior
High School and taking a shuttle from there to
the Porte Cochere. This will run continuously
from 7:45 am until 12:15 pm.
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Saturday at 6:00 pm
Sunday at 10:30 am & 7:00 pm

Chancel Choir Cantata TV Broadcast Schedule
December 24th (Christmas Eve)
Noon to 1:00 pm
December 25th (Christmas Day)
6:00 to 7:00 am
4:00 to 5:00 pm
5:00 to 6:00 pm

Jesus Christ, the Apple Tree
Last Sunday, I passed out oranges to the boys and
girls during Children’s Time. They have been learning
about First Fruits in Sunday School and the
importance of bringing the first and best of our gifts to
God. Many of you remember that receiving an orange
in a Christmas stocking was a big deal because fruit
from other parts of the country were not readily
available or economically feasible. Navel oranges
were something we had at our house only at
Christmas.
When I look at the wreaths around the sanctuary, I
think of the good gifts God has given to us that we
may take for granted now. We can buy oranges any
time of the year just about anywhere. The simple
beauty of the wreaths laden with fruit reminds me to
give thanks for all that I have been given and at the
same time to be mindful of others who do not have
access to fresh fruit.

I'm weary with my former toil,
Here I will sit and rest awhile:
Under the shadow I will be,
Of Jesus Christ the apple tree.
During our next Children’s Time, I will share with the
children about my favorite “Christmas fruit,” the
pomegranate. Thank you, Leslie, for the reminders of
simple, yet meaningful, gifts.
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Here are a few of the stanzas:
Jesus Christ The Apple Tree
From Divine Hymns or Spiritual Songs,
compiled by Joshua Smith,
New Hampshire, 1784
The tree of life my soul hath seen,
Laden with fruit and always green:
The trees of nature fruitless be
Compared with Christ the apple tree.
His beauty doth all things excel:
By faith I know, but ne'er can tell
The glory which I now can see
In Jesus Christ the apple tree.

I ate lunch once a week at Karns Elementary School
the last few years of my appointment at Beaver Ridge
UMC and was amazed at the choices of apple halves
and orange sections and other fruit. Fresh fruit was not
a choice at my elementary school! I know that for
some of those children, the school lunch line is the
only place they will have fresh fruit offered to them.
When Leslie Ragland and I were talking about the
theme of the wreaths, I was reminded of the words to

an old hymn that was first published in 1784. No one
knows who penned the words to Jesus Christ the
Apple Tree. It has a hauntingly beautiful melody that
you can find on YouTube, Spotify, or wherever you
search for music.
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Church. It is published on Mondays at least twice a month. If

you would like to submit a story or an event please contact
Clayton Hensley (Director of Communications) at
chensley@fumc-maryville.org or call 982-1273. Deadlines
for submissions to the newsletter are on the Friday before
publication on Monday. The next edition on December 15th
will be the last for the month. Publication resumes on
January 5, 2015.

Off to
1sta great
Newsstart
A season of HOPE
This past Sunday, more than 230 people packed into
Asbury Hall as the Morning Glory Chorus presented its
annual cantata, Run to Bethlehem. That same
evening about 275 people turned out to hear the
children and youth sing as well as enjoy some time
Preparing for Christmas by making crafts and visiting
with each other. And that was just the beginning!

From now until Christmas you have plenty more
opportunities to find the HOPE of the season. Next
weekend is the Chancel Choir Cantata, followed by
the Contemporary Christmas Music Special on the
21st and FOUR services on Christmas Eve.
More details on each of these events throughout The
Church Bell and online at www.1stchurch.org .
Our church cook, Amelia Geis-Scott is preparing this
year’s Churchwide Christmas Eve Dinner (6:00 pm) so
there is no need to bring anything. On the menu is
ham, scalloped potatoes, and rolls.
Donations to help pay for the meal are appreciated.
To help us get a better idea of how many people to
cook for, please sign up by going to:
www.1stchurch.org (under event registration)
or call the church office at 982-1273.

New Sunday Study
Under Wraps:The Gift We
Never Expected.
Sundays at 9:15 am
Room 118

December 28th 12:15 pm
Celebrate the holidays with Brunch at the
Copper Cellar on Kingston Pike in Knoxville.
ya.firstchurchmaryville@gmail.com

Resolve to study in the New Year!
Starting on January 6, 2015, Bonnie Van Pelt begins a
Beth Moore Bible study, Tuesday mornings at 10:00
am. If you did not attend the last Bible study session
and want to come to this one, please give Bonnie a call
at 414-5543. The study group meets in room 214.

Christmas Eve
While they were there, the time came
for her to deliver her child. And she
gave birth to her firstborn son and
wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid
him in a manger, because there was no
place for them in the inn.
Luke 2:6-7

This Christmas Eve promises to be a special time here
at 1st United Methodist Church as we continue
decades old traditions and start new ones. It will be a
time for worship, fellowship, reflection and a time to be
inspired to share the story of Jesus with others.
New this year, is a worship service designed
especially with children in mind. This afternoon event
begins at 2:00 pm on December 24th in the
Sanctuary. It will be a great way to bring the story of
Christmas to children without them having to stay up
too late!
Christmas Eve falls on a Wednesday night this year,
the regular meeting time for Recovery at Maryville.
This year, the Churchwide Christmas Eve Dinner
will be in Asbury Hall this year at 6:00 pm, followed
by a Contemporary Candlelight and Communion
Service at 7:00 pm. The Recovery sharing groups
will meet at their regular time of 8:10.
Upstairs, the traditional Communion and Candlelight
services will be at 7:00 & 10:00 pm in the Sanctuary.
Come celebrate the arrival of The Light of the World,
this Christmas Eve at 1st UMC, and be sure and help
spread the word!

Directory Update
Early next year, we hope to have a new church
directory to help our ministers (and YOU) get to know
the faces of all the people of 1st UMC-Maryville. So far
we’ve received from, or taken pictures of, nearly one
hundred families. This directory is NOT just for
members, but also those of you who are regulars here
and consider this your church home. The deadline for
getting your pictures to us is January 15th. If you have
a picture you would like to submit, just send us the
picture and information to:
fumc@fumc-maryville.org
or bring them by the office for us to scan. We will also
have someone taking pictures again on Christmas Eve
(details TBA). And for those of you who had pictures
taken in the last directory, we can use those again,
just let us know if that’s what you want.
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Words of
During this Advent season, church staff and church members
have been sharing words of HOPE as part of a daily devotional
project. These devotionals can be found online at
www.1stmaryille.blogspot.com, or you can sign up at
www.1stchurch.org to have them sent to your email inbox each
day. For those without internet access, there are a few printed
copies available at the Welcome Centers in the Narthex and
Asbury Hall. This devotional was written by Chris Lee, the
Contemporary Praise Leader here at 1st UMC.

Christmas day. I saw three ships
come sailing in on Christmas day
in the morning,” I have this
eagerness as I hope to find out
what is on those three ships…I
GOTTA KNOW!!!
“I Saw Three Ships”
I find out that it is Jesus and his
- Walter Crane c.1900
mother Mary arriving on this fleet.
As I continue singing, I realize
that I am in Bethlehem watching the ships come in, and
then once they arrive I, with all of heaven and earth, with
the angels above and the throngs below, celebrate with
singing and with instruments.

Hope is a difficult concept to describe to someone
because it is a bit difficult for most of us to fully discern. I
would describe hope like a time where one has an intense
thirst, but they know for certain that they will soon be
thirsty no more. It’s a longing or yearning for something or
someone that you know for certain will be met.

We rejoice because the Savior of the world has come.
Now, we know from scripture that Jesus did not arrive in
Bethlehem by ship, and even if he had traveled as an
infant by ship to some place, it would never have been
seen from landlocked Bethlehem (around 15 miles from
the Dead Sea and around 40 miles from the
Mediterranean Sea). But those things are not important to
As I have been reflecting on my hope during Advent and
the song. What stands out is the excitement and the hope
Christmas, there is one thing that keeps coming to mind
of the coming of the Christ child: this baby that would
over and over. It is a song that I sang many years as a
make everything right. And as we sing the song, may joy
child in the church that I grew up in called “I Saw Three
Ships.” When I sing this song or read these lyrics I still feel and hope flood your soul as you too can see, not too far in
the distance, the coming of this child: the one who will
this great, hopeful joy rise up in me. As we sing, “I saw
reconcile you and all of creation to God.
three ships come sailing in on Christmas day, on

Children’s Corner
Contact: Denise Johns, djohns@fumc-maryville.org

Call 982-1273 or text to 865-679-0247

Conspiracy comes to a close!
All during the Advent Season children in the 4th-6th
grade Sunday School class have been working hard to
spread a few messages for the season.
This “conspiracy” urged folks to remember the true
reasons for the season and encourage them to rethink
how they celebrate Christmas. In the last message, the
children with hands cupped into the shape of a heart,
said “this Christmas love all!”

Christmas Eve Childcare
Are you looking for a special way to help your church
family this Christmas? There is a very special
opportunity coming up soon. The church nursery is in
need of childcare volunteers on Christmas Eve from
6:45 pm to 8:15 pm. Childcare will be provided for
small children ages birth to 4-years-old.
If you would be willing to serve in this way, please
contact Denise Johns (information in the box on the
left.)

A time for learning
Last Wednesday, more than a dozen children came out
for a special time with Rev. Catherine Nance. The time
was spent learning about Christmas and “finding the
Shepherds and Wise Men.” This week there is another
chance for children to meet with her on Wednesday
(Dec. 10th) at 6:15 in room 109.
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HAPPENING AT

Sunday commitments for Sunday 12/14/14

Sunday, December 14,, 2014
7:35 AM Morning Glory Chorus rehearsal, 249
8:15 AM Morning Glory Worship, Asbury Hall
9:15 AM Sunday School

Greeters:
 8:15 Traditional
Bookie Reynolds
Jerry & Hiliah Corbin
 10:30
Contemporary
John & Julie Elder
Russ & Callen Parsley
 10:30 Traditional
Brian & Kim Anderson
Lori Strait

10:30 AM
and
7:00 PM

Kids Own Worship:
No Kids Own Worship

Welcome to 1st UMC!

10:30 AM Kneel at the Manger
Chancel Choir Cantata, Sanctuary
(During Traditional Worship Service)
7:00 PM Chancel Choir Cantata, Sanctuary

Mae Owenby
Joined 1st UMC on
December 7th

Monday, December 15, 2014
10:00 AM Book Club, 218
Tuesday, December 16, 2014
11:00 AM Lunch for 60 plus, 215
6:00 PM Devoted Fitness, Asbury Hall
7:00 PM AA, 128
7:00 PM Pickle Ball, Asbury Hall
Wednesday, December 17, 2014
9:00 AM Yoga, 254
9:10 AM Christmas Bible Study, 128
Recovery at Maryville, Asbury Hall
6:00 PM Light Meal, Asbury Hall
7:00 PM Worship, Asbury Hall
8:10 PM Sharing Groups (assigned rooms)

Memorials/Honorariums
Organ Fund
In Memory of Bill Malashuk
In Memory of Jack Stewart

Memorial Fund
In Memory of Beecher Dunsmore Given by Cliff & Martha Ann Bell

Thursday, December 18, 2014
6:00 AM Men’s Bible Study, 214
5:00 PM Welcome Table, Asbury Hall
6:30 PM Evensong Handbells, Sanctuary
7:00 PM AA, 128

Chancel Choir Fund
In Memory of Pam Ferst

Friday, December 19, 2014
7:45 AM Family Promise Board, 214

Capital Fund Update
To date, pledges and
donations made toward the
renovation project total
$3.41-million.
If you still have a commitment card, please bring it by
the office, give it to an usher on Sunday, or mail it in.
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Given by Charles Ferst
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Meet at Vienna Coffee House
December 16th
4:00 to 7:00 pm

Youth Christmas
Party

NO youth worship on
December 21st or 28th.
Please use this time to visit
with friends and family and
enjoy the holiday season.

Friday, December 19th

Parents, youth and anyone interested in
youth group are welcome to stop by and
Nathan will buy you a coffee or tea.

ONLINE ALL
THE TIME!
www.1stchurch.org
10:30 am

