Issue 37 (Last edition of 2014)

December 15, 2014

Come celebrate the hope of Christmas as we come together to sing old favorites like Hark
the Herald Angels Sing, and Joy to the World as well as some newer Christmas favorites.
All the songs will be accompanied by the 1st UMC praise band.
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ONLINE ALL THE TIME!

www.1stchurch.org

10 Things your pastors would like for Christmas:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Volunteers to visit one or two shut-ins once a month.
Someone to start a transportation ministry.
Volunteers to drive our vans (no commercial license necessary).
Volunteers to help set up tables and wash dishes at the
Welcome Table.
5. People who are interested in prayer ministry.
6. People who will come on Wednesday nights simply to eat
supper and be a part of our Recovery congregation.
7. Volunteers to be greeters on Sunday mornings.
8. Volunteers to answer the church phone on Friday
afternoons.
9. For you to invite someone to Christmas Eve Worship
(schedule on page 2)
10. For you to have a

MERRY CHRISTMAS!

Holiday cheer and saying thanks!
Celebrating the spirit of the season with friends is a big
part of Christmas traditions. This past Friday, members
of the Garst Sunday School class came out to Wesley
Hall for their annual Christmas party. Amelia Geis-Scott
served up a tasty meal of Ham, scalloped potatoes,
green beans and a cranberry salad for all to enjoy.

We want to thank “The Bell Ladies,” a group
of dedicated women who come out and help
prepare the newsletter for mailing. This past
week, we treated them all to lunch at Café
LaReve to say THANK YOU!

Kids in the 3-year-old Sunday School
class made these treat bags and
cards. They were taken to the folks
at Whispering Pines.

Check out these pictures and many
more that we’ve shared on the
church Facebook page.

Christmas Eve is one of the most special
times of the year. It is a night filled with
celebration as together we remember God’s
gift to us, his son, Jesus Christ.

Christmas Eve Worship Services, December 24th
2:00 pm—Worship service especially for children (Sanctuary)
7:00 pm—Contemporary Candlelight Service (Asbury Hall)
7:00 pm—Traditional Candlelight Service (Sanctuary)
10:00 pm—Traditional Candlelight Service (Sanctuary)

Churchwide Christmas Eve Dinner
6:00 pm in Asbury Hall
Ham, Potatoes, Green Beans and more!
Please sign up ahead of time to help us plan.
Online at www.1stchurch.org (under event registration) or
call the church office at 982-1273 .
Donations to cover the cost of the meal are appreciated.
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This year, a service especially for
children has been added at 2:00 pm in the
Sanctuary. If you are looking for a service
with worship styles like “The Crossing” then
check out the Contemporary Candlelight
and Communion service at 7:00 pm in
Asbury Hall. (This service will also serve as
the Recovery at Maryville worship for the
night with sharing groups meeting afterward
at 8:10 pm.)
The Traditional Candlelight Communion
Services are at 7:00 pm and 10:00 pm in
the Sanctuary.

A musical celebration

1st News

If you were here at 1st UMC over the weekend, chances
are good you had a chance to take in the musical
celebration of Christmas, Kneel at the Manger. The
annual Chancel Choir Cantata featured special readings
by the ministers, familiar hymns like O Come All Ye
Faithful , Away in a Manger, and a new composition
from Terry Wilson called Bethlehem Child.
More than a thousand people
came out to see this year’s
Cantata which was recorded for
broadcast on Christmas Eve and
Christmas Day (details on the
right). Many thanks to the music
department, the choir members,
orchestra musicians and the
host of others who helped make
this such a wonderful night
celebrating the HOPE of
Christmas through song.

You can find more
pictures from the
2014 Cantata
online at
www.1stchurch.org
and on the church
Facebook page.

Chancel Choir Cantata
TV Broadcast Schedule

December 24th
(Christmas Eve)
Noon to 1:00 pm

December 25th
Christmas Day
6:00 am
4:00pm & 5:00 pm

Moving closer to the goal
Thank you for committing so generously toward the
renovation project! We are closing in our goal of $3.8M
with pledges and gifts to-date totaling $3.635. Wouldn’t
it be exciting to have met our goal by Christmas?
If you have not had the opportunity to make a gift or a
commitment, please consider helping us reach the goal
and prepare our facility to facilitate worship and
discipleship now and into the future.
Please keep in mind that in addition to cash gifts – you
can also contribute gifts of appreciated stocks or bonds:
You can transfer ownership of stocks, bonds or mutual
funds to the church and (if you itemize deductions)
receive an immediate tax deduction based on the full
fair market value of the securities on the date of the
transfer. This is a way of avoiding a capital gains tax
while giving the church the benefit of the full value of
the security. (To receive this benefit, it is important to
transfer ownership before the security is sold.)

If you are interested in receiving offering envelopes for
2015 and have not already received them, please call
the church office at 982-1273 or email fumc@fumcmaryville.org. Please let us know if you want weekly
or monthly envelopes.

Good news from Family Promise
During this beautiful time of Advent there is beautiful
news to share from the Family Promise mission
headquarters. All of the families who were guests with
1st UMC in October have their own housing! If only that
put an end to homelessness! But, as we know in this
difficult economy, there are too many others.
At present there are two single moms, two babies and
a toddler in the program. It makes one pause to think
that on these cold winter nights when faced with the
adversity of nowhere to stay, there is a solution. It
seems the story is a familiar one and I can’t help but
connect it to a family two thousand years ago.
As you celebrate this Christmas with loved ones
please include Family Promise in your prayers. Then
how about a New Year’s resolution that takes very little
time or money but pays dividends you never imagined?
New volunteers are needed for this vital mission.
The host weeks for 1st UMC in 2015 are: Feb. 1-8,
May 10-17, Aug. 16-23 and Nov. 22-29.
Contact me if you have questions.
Have a blessed Advent.
Mavis Ziegler, FP Coordinator at 1st UMC
mavisziegler@yahoo.com
Phone: 748-0532
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Help for your hang-ups and habits
Every Wednesday night YOU can be a part of a worship
service using scripture as a tool to tackle life problems.
The Recovery worship service also shows God's love for
all who struggle. Evenings start with a time of food and
fellowship at 6:00 and are followed by sharing groups at
8:10 pm. Childcare is provided.








In group sharing, people have the opportunity to listen to
the experience of others and share their own story. One of
the groups is “Codependency” (offered for both men and
women.) Melody Beattie, author of Codependent No
More, defines it as "one who has let another person's
behavior affect him or her, and who is obsessed with
controlling that person's behavior."
Examples include:
 Not liking or accepting oneself. Needing people's
approval to feel self-worth.
 Staying in hurtful relationships

Trying to control or fix people, while also feeling
controlled
Persistent anxiety
Making extreme sacrifices to satisfy someone else’s
needs while not taking care of one's own needs.
Taking on the role of caretaker or rescuer
Difficulty taking responsibility for one's own thoughts
and feelings
Poor boundaries with other people- overly involved or
not at all

The Recovery at Maryville group provides a safe place to
share, ask questions, or just come and hang out. For
more information or if you're interested in volunteering
please visit our website at: www.recoveryatmaryville.com
or contact Jackie North at Jackie@recoveryatmaryville.com.
*Recovery worship on Christmas Eve will be held with the
Contemporary Candlelight Service at 7:00 pm. There will
also be Recovery worship on New Years’s Eve.

Help needed at the Welcome Table
On Christmas and New Year’s Days the Welcome Table will be providing hundreds of meals to those who come. In
order to make this happen, volunteer help is needed, not just on those days, but throughout the year.
There are many ways YOU can help. Please contact Karol Smith at karolsmith@charter.net if you are interested in
helping this growing ministry. You can also call the church office at 982-1273.
Year End Giving

Coming in 2015!

Thank you for your faithful support of the ministry and
mission of First Church! We still need your help. There are
several ways that you can contribute:

I am ...
January is a time where we often take stock of our lives,
try to make a new start (think diet, exercise, stopping a
bad habit), and really look at who we are. For us,
January causes us to say, “Who am I?”
In the new year, while we try to figure out who we want
to be for 2015, we will explore who Jesus said he was by
looking at the “I Am...” sayings in the gospel of John.
Join us at 10:30 am on Sundays for “I am…” beginning
January 11th in both the Contemporary and Traditional
services).
January 11 - I am the light of the world. (John 8:12)
January 18 - I am the door. (John 10:9)
January 25 - I am the good shepherd. (John 10:11)
February 1 - I am the bread of life. (John 6:35)
February 8 - I am the resurrection and the life.
(John 11:25-26)
February 15 - I am the true vine. (John 15:1)

· Gifts of Cash: Most gifts to our church come in the form
of cash via a check or online giving. We typically
receive as much as 25% of our gifts in the last two
months of the year.
· Online Giving: www.1stchurch.org
· Gifts of Appreciated Stocks or Bonds: You can transfer
ownership of stocks, bonds or mutual funds to the
church and (if you itemize deductions) receive an
immediate tax deduction based on the full fair market
value of the securities on the date of the transfer. This
is a way of avoiding a capital gains tax while giving the
church the benefit of the full value of the security. (To
receive this benefit, it is important to transfer ownership
before the security is sold.) Please call Mark Blodgett
at 268-2917 for transfer instructions.
In order for contributions to be posted to your 2014 giving
record, they must be received at the church or postmarked
on or before December 31st.
The church office will be closed December 29 & 30, but
will be open on December 31st from 9am to 3pm.
If you need any assistance with year-end giving please
call Mark Blodgett at the office: 268-2917 or
mobile: 242-0869.
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Children’s Corner

Confirmation Class plans set!
Attention! Parents of Sixth Graders! Your child
should have received a letter from Rev. Nance last
week. If he/she did not, please contact the office so
that we can make sure we have your sixth grader’s
information in our database.
Confirmation is the process by which children
claim the name “Christian.” They will learn about the
vows that were made at their baptism (or the vows
they will take),church history and doctrine and most
importantly, what it means to be a disciple of Jesus
Christ.
Confirmation begins on Sunday night, January 4th
at 5:00 pm at the parsonage (411 Belle Meade Drive,
behind the church parking log). Sixth graders and at
least one parent or guardian are asked to attend the
first meeting.
Confirmation Retreat is Saturday, January 10th
and 11th at the lake home of Steve & Ruth West.
Confirmation Classes will meet each Sunday
night through March 22nd.
Confirmation Sunday is March 29th.
Contact Catherine Nance if you have any questions.
cnance@fumc-maryville.org or 865-660-2082

Contact: Denise Johns, djohns@fumc-maryville.org

Call 982-1273 or text to 865-679-0247

*Childcare provided for the 7:00 Traditional and Contemporary
Candlelight Worship Services on Christmas Eve.

Advent Study Continues
Under Wraps:The Gift We Never Expected.
Sundays at 9:15 am
Room 118

Celebrate the holidays with the Bridge Builders
Sunday, December 28th at 12:15 pm
After the Christmas rush is over and before the New Year, why not come out and spend some time with
this group of younger adults. The Bridge Builders will be getting together for brunch at the Copper Cellar
Restaurant on Kingston Pike in Knoxville (near West Town Mall.) Just email
ya.firstchurchmaryville@gmail.com for questions or to say you’re coming.

Memorials and Honorariums
Organ Fund
In memory of Laura Trundle
Given by Linda and Robert Smith
Recovery at Maryville
In honor of Steve & Sandra Monroe Given by Dallas and Amber Monroe
Christmas Offering
In honor of Mrs. Katie McDaniel
Given by Phyllis and James Borden
Welcome Table
In memory of Elsie Carroll Given by the Christian Forum Sunday School Class
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HAPPENING AT
Week of December 21st
Sunday, December 21, 2014
7:35 AM Morning Glory Chorus rehearsal, 249
8:15 AM Traditional Worship, Asbury Hall
9:15 AM Sunday School
10:30 AM Traditional Worship, Sanctuary
10:30 AM Contemporary Worship, Asbury Hall
Monday, December 22, 2014
No Activities Scheduled
Tuesday, December 23, 2014
11:00 AM Lunch for 60 plus, 215
7:00 PM AA, 128
7:00 PM Pickle Ball, Asbury Hall
Wednesday, December 24, 2014
2:00 PM Christmas Eve Service Especially for
Children, Sanctuary
6:00 PM Churchwide Dinner, Asbury Hall
(Sign up online at www.1stchurch.org)
7:00 PM Traditional Candlelight and
Communion Worship, Sanctuary
7:00 PM Contemporary Candlelight and
Communion Worship,
(w/Recovery at Maryville)
Asbury Hall
8:10 PM Recovery Sharing Groups
(assigned rooms)
10:00 PM Traditional Candlelight and
Communion Worship, Sanctuary
Thursday, December 25, 2014

Week of January 4th
Sunday, January 4, 2015
7:35 AM Morning Glory Chorus rehearsal, 249
8:15 AM Traditional Worship, Asbury Hall
9:15 AM Sunday School
10:30 AM Traditional Worship, Sanctuary
10:30 AM Contemporary Worship, Asbury Hall
5:00 PM Confirmation Class @ Rev. Nance’s
Monday, January 5, 2015
7:00 PM Scouts
Tuesday, January 6, 2015
6:00 PM Devoted Fitness, Asbury Hall
6:00 PM Recovery Leadership Team, 215
Wednesday, January 7,2015
Recovery at Maryville
6:00 PM Light Dinner, Asbury Hall
7:00 PM Worship
8:10 PM Open Share Groups
Thursday, January 7, 2015
6:00 AM Men’s Bible Study, 214
10:00 AM Knit Together Ministry, 218
6:30 PM Counseling Center Meeting, 214
Saturday, January 10, 2015
Confirmation Retreat (see page 5 for details)

Merry Christmas
and Happy New Year

Merry Christmas!
Office Closed
5:00 PM Welcome Table, Asbury Hall

Week of December 28th
Sunday, December 28, 2014
7:35 AM Morning Glory Chorus rehearsal, 249
8:15 AM Morning Glory Worship, Asbury Hall
9:15 AM Sunday School
10:30 AM Contemporary Worship, Asbury Hall
10:30 AM Traditional Worship, Sanctuary

Wednesday, December 31, 2014 (New Year’s Eve)
Recovery at Maryville
6:00 PM Light Dinner, Asbury Hall
7:00 PM Worship
8:10 PM Open Share Groups

Tuesday, December 30, 2014
7:00 PM AA, 128

Thursday, January 1, 2015

Happy New Year!
Church Office Closed
5:00 PM Welcome Table, Asbury Hall
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Sunday commitments for Sunday 12/21/14
Greeters:
 8:15 Traditional
Fran & Bill Beaty
Phil Large
 10:30 Contemporary
Brenda Clark
Anita Brown
Al & Jackie North
 10:30 Traditional
Ralphine Hood
Tina & Scott Meadows

Sunday commitments for Sunday 12/28/14

Kids Own Worship:
Preschool
Kirt & Julie Lowe
Elementary
Stephen & Jennifer Daves
Acolytes:
Sara Kate
Delaney White

Greeters:
 8:15 Traditional
Mike & Nancy Allee
Rex & Marilyn Davis
 10:30 Contemporary
William Russell
John & Sally Thierbach
 10:30 Traditional
Glenn & JoAnn Doig
Bill Benson

Kids Own Worship:
Preschool
Kevin & Amanda Painter
Elementary
Erin Henneke
Acolytes:
Elizabeth Giffen
Sydney Stratton

Sunday commitments for Sunday 1/4/14
Greeters:
 10:30 Traditional
 8:15 Traditional
Louise Berry
Bonnie & Sterley Van Pelt
Sandy Miller
Phil & Amy Large
Brad & Patsy Lunde
 10:30 Contemporary
The Brinkley Family
Acolytes:
Joey Smith & Family
Sophia Shepherd
No Kids Own Worship Luke Roberts
Today!

Staff

All e-mails end with @fumc-maryville.org unless otherwise noted. Phone: 865-982-1273

Pastors
Catherine Nance
Parker Benson
Sarah Slack

Music

Youth Ministries
cnance
pbenson
sslack

ext.111 Nathan Irwin
ext. 106
ext. 107

nirwin@1stchurch.org
ext.202

Administrator

Welcome Table
Amelia Geis-Scott
ameliageis@yahoo.com

Maintenance & Custodial Staff
ext. 103 Paul Brown, Sherri Justice, Bryan Holder

Mark Blodgett mblodgett
Terry Wilson
sacmusic ext. 109
Susan Daves
sdaves
ext. 110 Communications
Chris Lee
clee
ext. 116 Clayton Hensley chensley
ext.100 *You can find more information about the
1st UMC staff online at
Dwain Pesterfield (organist)
www.1stchurch.org
DwainP602@bellsouth.net
(under
the “Inside 1st” tab.)
Membership Secretary
Children’s Ministries
Jane Sanders
jsanders
ext. 101
Denise Johns
djohns
ext.113
Carmen Faircloth
Someone will be available to take your church directory
pictures on Christmas Eve from 3:30 to 5:30 in room 152.
You can also email pictures to fumc@fumc-maryville.org or
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This past Sunday evening the youth spent time in service to
others. Some youth were greeters at the evening performance of
the Cantata while the rest inserted candles into holders for the
upcoming Christmas Eve services. Afterward, there was a rousing
game of Foursquare.
Last week, Rev. Catherine
Nance invited the Junior
High youth over for some
pizza, cookies and other
treats. This Thursday,
December 18th the High
School youth are invited
to do the same. MHS
students come to the
parsonage at noon.
County High Schoolers
meet in Nathan’s office at
3:45.

Ladies Study
Thursday, December 18th @6 pm/
Panera Bread

Christmas Party
Friday, December 19th
6:00 pm @ the Jansen’s
No Youth Worship
On December 21st or 28th

