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Are you a person who must have the final word in a conversation (read
“argument” here)? I suppose I am that way, to a degree. I have learned, with
great resistance, that nothing can be gained by having the last word. What
usually happens is the argument escalates out of control. Usually, one person will
simply walk away feeling either vindicated or defeated by the onslaught of words.
My father would say he was “the final word” in all arguments. He was the final
arbiter. I never argued with him to his face. He would say, jokingly, “He might not
always be right but he was never wrong.” An inferiority complex (low self-esteem)
will make a person engage the world this way.
When life gets out of whack – by that I
mean difficult with trials, tribulations,
uncertainties and fears – we might feel
out of control. It is a desperate feeling.
Desperation can lead to us to make
choices we would otherwise not make if
circumstances were different.
I have seen people make decisions out of
desperation. Some of the decisions were
good, others, not so much. When good
decisions are made, it is usually by those
who understand that God is with them
regardless of the situation. They make
their decisions, not out of fear of
consequences, but with knowledge that
God has the final word in all matters in
heaven and on earth. They understand
that even when their life seems out of
control, God is always in control.
During this season of thanksgiving, I am most thankful God has the final word in
all matters. I know God’s final word is about love and, ultimately, life.
Grace and Peace,

Larry
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Coming
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Week!

Happening at 1st
November 24, 2013—November 30, 2013
Sunday, November 24, 2013
7:35 AM Morning Glory Chorus rehearsal, 249
8:15 AM Morning Glory Worship, Asbury Hall
9:15 AM Sunday School
9:30 AM Pastor’s Coffee, 152
10:30 AM Traditional Worship, Sanctuary
10:30 AM The Crossing, Asbury Hall
11:30 AM Pastor’s Coffee, 213
11:30 AM Pastor’s Coffee, 152
5:15 PM Evensong Handbells, 252
6:00 PM Youth, Asbury Hall
6:15 PM Men’s Chorus & Morning Glory Chorus, 249
Monday, November 25, 2013
3:30 PM Primary Praise Singers (K & 1st grade)
3:30 PM Merrymakers (2nd & 3rd grade)
3:30 PM Joy Singers (4th-6th grade)
7:00 PM Recovery Leadership Team, 243
7:00 PM Troop Meeting, Asbury Hall
Tuesday, November 26, 2013
10;00 AM Bible Study, 214
6:00 PM Devoted Fitness, Asbury Hall
6:00 PM Young Adults Baking Pies, Asbury Hall
6:00 PM Girls Bible Study Decorating Asbury Hall
7:00 PM AA, 128
7:30 PM Chancel Choir rehearsal, 249
Wednesday, November 27, 2013
3:45 PM Girls Bible Study, Vienna Coffee
Recovery at Maryville, Asbury Hall
5:30 PM Light Meal, Asbury Hall
6:30 PM Celebration Service, Asbury Hall
7:45 PM Sharing Groups (assigned room)
Thursday, November 28, 2013
Office Closed
5:00 PM Welcome Table, Asbury Hall
7:00 PM AA, 128
Friday, November 29, 2013
Office Closed

Memorials & Honorariums
Welcome Table
In Honor or Memory Of
Oscar Simpson

Given By
Darlene & Richard Thompson

Believe it or not, Thanksgiving is next week! We are
producing a special edition of “The Church Bell” which will
focus entirely on Advent and Christmas. We want to take
this time to remind you the church offices will be closed
on November 28th & 29th.
From the staff at 1st UMC we
wish all of you a

“Blessed and Happy
Thanksgiving.”

Sunday commitments for November 24, 2013
Prepare for Worship
Jeremiah 23: 1-6
Luke 1: 68-79 (UMH 208)
Colossians 1: 11-20
Luke 23: 33-43



10:30 Sanctuary
Gary & Ellie Doughty
Betty & Leonard Adams

Kids Own Worship
Preschool:
Stephanie Cousins
Elementary:
Jenny Gideon



Staff on call:
Please contact
Brenda (414-8493)
or Larry (414-8494)
Parsonage (233-2712)

10:30 The Crossing
Don & Marsha McPherson
Kirt & Julie Lowe
Acolytes:
Isabella Morstatt
Anna Henneke

STAFF DIRECTORY
All e-mails end with @fumc-Maryville.org
unless otherwise noted.
Phone: 865-982-1273
Staff Member
Brenda Carroll
Larry Carroll
Asa Majors
Mark Blodgett
Clayton Hensley
Ginny West Case
Terry Wilson
Susan Daves
Denise Johns
Jane Sanders
Stephen Nelson
Chris Lee
Amelia Geis
Dwain Pesterfield
Paul Brown

THE CHURCH BELL

Greeters:
 8:15 Morning Glory
Bookie Reynolds
Jerry & Hiliah Corbin

Email
Extension
brendac
111
lecarroll65@gmail.com
106
rev.asa.lee@gmail.com
107
mblodgett
103
chensley
100
ginnywc
105
sacmusic
109
sdaves
110
djohns
113
jsanders
101
1stumyouth@gmail.com
202
clee
116
ameliageis@yahoo.com
DwainP602@bellsouth.net
Sherri Justice
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No matter
where you are
on the road of
Life questions
about money are sure to come
up from time to time. So, how
does the Bible answer those
questions and what should you be doing to
make sure what you have when you die
continues working to build God’s kingdom?
Beginning in January, YOU are invited on a
special journey where people at all points along
the road will be traveling the same path toward
financial security and securing the legacy we
will leave behind.
The Journey is made up of three Dave Ramsey
courses; Generation Change for Youth,
Financial Peace University and the brand new
course called The Legacy Journey which
teaches you how to truly live and leave a legacy
for generations to come.

A time for thanks
(and great music!)
As people moved
through the lines on both
ends of Asbury Hall
Sunday night, plates
filled up with turkey,
dressing, vegetables,
salads and plenty of
desserts. A short time
later, the youth handbell
choirs and praise band
lifted their voices and
talents in a time of thanksgiving. The evening
ended with a set from the Youth Choir which
included an intricate and uplifting arrangement of
Be Thou My Vision. Around 300 people came out to
enjoy this evening of food, fellowship and music.

More information, course times and registration
available online at www.1stchurch.org .

Special thanks goes out to the following:
Christian Living Class- preparing the silverware
Heritage Class - Set up and decorations
Sojourners Class - Setting up the food
Christian Forum - Running the drink stations
Trendsetters - Organizing the cleanup.
Many other people not associated with these
classes also assisted in putting the event together.
To them we also say thanks!

Adult Ministries

Enjoy pictures from this wonderful evening on the
church’s Facebook page and website!

A day filled with history and mission
Greeneville is one of Tennessee’s oldest towns and
last Friday fourteen folks from 1st UMC spent the
day there soaking in all this quaint town has to offer.
The day included visits to the Andrew Johnson
National Historic Site and a special tour of Holston
Home for Children (a particularly special spot for
Bob Bostic who once served as Holston Home’s
President.) The group ate lunch at “The Farmer’s
Daughter”, a popular place for country cooking just
outside of town.

Christmas or confusion?
This time of year it is easy to get lost in the
busyness of the season. At times it seems more like
bedlam than a time for remembering what happened
long ago in Bethlehem. Beginning, December 1st,
John and Sally Thierbach will lead an Advent study
called “Finding Bethlehem in the Midst of Bedlam.”
Take time and focus on God’s gift during this time of
reflection and discussion. The study meets during
the Sunday school hour at 9:15 am in room 215.
Contact Ginny West Case for more information at
ginnywc@fumc-maryville.org or 982-1273.

Mighty Musical Monday
December 2nd
Leave at 1:30 pm
(limited number of tickets)
Tuesday lunches for Seniors (60 +)
Each Tuesday in Wesley Hall

THE CHURCH BELL
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When Superstorm Sandy slammed into the New
Jersey coast more than 80-thousand homes
sustained major damage and 161,000 people were
displaced. Today, more than a year after the storm
thousands of people are still waiting to rebuild.
Throughout the years, members of 1st UMC
have supported rebuilding efforts in New Orleans
where Hurricane Katrina left an indelible mark on
people’s lives. The church has also supported
disaster relief in other areas including a special effort
this summer from the children at 1st to help fellow
children in Moore, Oklahoma.
The spirit of serving as the hands and feet of
Christ is alive and well and this summer the
Outreach Team hopes to have a large group of
volunteers heading to New Jersey July 6th-12th.
While there the team will be working in the
recovery phase of houses that have been declared
safe work environments (no mold, etc.). Teams will
be laying flooring, painting, laying carpet, or doing
demolition depending on the progress status of the
site assigned. No level of construction skills is
required, so every skill level is appreciated.

Contact: Asa Majors at rev.asa.lee@gmail.com or 982-1273

A slice or service
Thanksgiving falls on a day that 1st UMC hosts The
Welcome Table which means there is a need for
preparing things ahead of time. To help make this
day even more special for our guests, the Young
Adults Group is once again taking time earlier that
week to bake pecan and pumpkin pies. If you want
to volunteer some of your time and have a little fun
too, then please contact
Asa (information above).

Pie baking time!
(for The Welcome Table)

Tuesday,
November 26th
6:00 pm

THE CHURCH BELL

Volunteers going on this trip will be joining
thousands of others from across the country in
participating in “A Future with Hope,” a disaster relief
program organized by the Greater New Jersey
Conference of the United Methodist Church and
UMCOR (www.afuturewithhope.org).
The team from 1st UMC will be staying in a local
church with shower and kitchen facilities on site.
Each person needs to bring a sleeping bag or set of
twin sheets. We can have up to 60 people on our
team.
If you are interested in being a part of this
mission trip you will need $220 to cover building
materials and accommodations. Two meals are also
included. The Outreach team has also designated
$2,000 to go toward this mission. There will also be
a fundraiser prior to the trip.
Please contact Suzanne Stratton to sign up or to
request additional information at 850-9484.
Please continue to be in prayer for the
people of the Phillipines!

Pastor’s Coffee
Sunday, November 24th
9:30 am—Room 152
11:30 am—Room 152
11:30 am—Room 214

Young adults: things to remember!
*If you are going to Chesapeake’s this Friday then
remember to be at the church before 7 pm when we
will head out for dinner. Also bring cash for tips (gift
certificates won at trivia nights are paying for the
meal).
*In Sunday School we just started Adam Hamilton’s
“Enough!” This study teaches you how to live a more
simple life, one where generosity replaces anxiety
and stress over finances. (9:15 am in room 128)
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For more information on any of these events, please call Denise at
982982-1273 or ee-mail her at djohns@fumcdjohns@fumc-maryville.org .

What are your children learning?
Sunday, November 10th

December 8th: A night of music and more!
Ask just about any child and they will tell you just how
exciting the days leading up to Christmas are for them.
This year, the children’s choirs lift their voices in telling
a special story about the “birth” of the beloved carol,
“Silent Night.” This mini-musical on December 8th
kicks off a night of fun for everyone.

(This Sunday)
Preschool—4th Grade
Lesson—Josiah/Huldah
Bible Verses: 2 Kings 22: 1-23:23
Tweens
God’s Faithfulness (Jerusalem is destroyed)

Sunday, November 17th
(Last Sunday)
Preschool—4th Grade
Lesson—Elisha
Bible Verses: 2Kings 4: 1-7
Tweens
Living Faithfully (Hezekiah rules Judah)

The evening gets underway with the music program at
5:00 pm in the Sanctuary. From there, everyone is
invited to Wesley Hall where there will be snacks and
finger foods for you to enjoy. Several craft stations will
also be set up for the children to work on something
special to remind them of Christmas 2013.
If you are interested in helping with the crafts or just
want to bring some food for the evening, please get in
touch with Denise Johns (information in the upper right
hand corner).

Here’s another group of children who helped out at the
Alternative Gift Fair earlier this month. Nearly every item
was sold by the end of the day. In all the children raised
$215 at the booth. All the money will go to support
Holston Home for Children in Greeneville.

Spreading the word
During most of the year fewer than 20% of Americans
attend church on Sunday. However, on Christmas Eve
that percentage jumps to nearly 50%. As we get set for
the Advent and Christmas seasons there is a great
opportunity to offer excellence to our guests and
members.
The Witness Team is working to expand the Hospitality
Crew. Greeters, Welcome Center hosts, ushers and
more are needed, especially during special events.
In the coming weeks, members of the team will also be
taking “postcards” that outline the big events of the
season, to hundreds of people throughout the area.
The cards will also be available for YOU to give to your
friends, your relatives, your co-workers or anyone you
want to invite to be a part of the joy that is Christmas at
1stUMC! You can also spread the word through
Facebook, Twitter and other social media avenues.
If you are interested in helping with this increased
hospitality effort please see Asa Majors or call the
church office at 982-1273.
THE CHURCH BELL
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A service of music and
narration telling the story of the birth of Christ.
Presented by the
Morning Glory Chorus
and
the Men’s Chorus

Sunday, December 8
8:15 am in
Asbury Hall

Maryville First United Methodist Church
804 Montvale Station Road
Maryville, Tennessee 37803
Phone: 865-982-1273
Fax: 865-983-5408

www.fumc-maryville.org

