O Lord, there are parts of this year
that have been difficult; yet, I cannot
ignore there has also been beauty.
My God, there have been moments
when I’ve tried to walk far from You;
yet, You have kept up and walked
beside me throughout.
Through the good and the bad,
there is one thing of which I’m most
certain: that I continue to need a
savior. For this I am most grateful, I
most anticipate, and I have the most
HOPE in this season— for I trust that
a baby comes who is the answer to
everything.
In this holy waiting period, may I
be patient in HOPE. May I not rush
through this hopeful time and miss
You…here, with us.
May the HOPE I have for the coming
of Christ to make everything right
not be a HOPE that I conceal, but
may my hope illuminate the Advent
path for others to also find You.
And may my HOPE be holy and not
purely for my blessing or personal
gain. May this be another season that
I point to as I tell my story of You.
In the name of Jesus, in whom all
HOPE is answered, I pray.

AMEN!
This prayer of hope was written by Chris Lee.
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I am thankful for sisters, Rachel and Ruth
Ann, who bring light and laughter to each
other and to the world. - Rev. Sarah Slack

I am thankful for my mother Anne Geis who shared her love of cooking
with me. - Amelia Geis-Scott, Welcome Table Coordinator
I am thankful for the love of my
husband and our marriage. He is a true
helpmate. - Rev. Catherine Nance
I am thankful for my Lord Jesus Christ,
for my family and our wonderful
church. - Terry Wilson, Dir. of Music

I am thankful for God from whom
all blessings flow and my greatest
blessing is my wife, Carol.
Rev. Parker Benson.

I am truly thankful to God for my body. I have spent years disliking parts of
my body and have not always been thankful for the gift of being healthy.
The past few years, I have realized how much my body does for me and
what it is actually capable of when I push through self imposed limits. So
this year, I am truly thankful for the gift of my body and continue to try and
take care of my body as best as I can.
Denise Johns - Director of Children’s Ministries
A loving God. A new job and a new church family. My wife and children.
A warm safe home. Snow skiing. Holiday meals. Sunday school. Netflix.
I am thankful for all God has blessed me with especially
Nathan Irwin - Director of Youth Ministries
my family. Jane Sanders - Membership Secretary
I am thankful for the opportunity to use my skills every day to help spread the good news
about Jesus Christ and all the wonderful ways God is working through the people of
1st UMC. Clayton Hensley - Director of Communications

I am thankful for the church staff .
Mark Blodgett - Church Administrator

I’m very thankful for the love, grace and forgiveness that God offers me each day through Jesus. I’m
so thankful for my loving wife, son and whole family. I’m thankful for supportive worship communities. I’m thankful for art of every kind where God shows me a glimpse of God’s self.
Chris Lee - Director of Contemporary Worship

What hope means to me.
Rev. Parker Benson
Those who hope in the LORD will renew their strength. They
will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow
weary, they will walk and not be faint. Isaiah 40.31.

O

ur hope is in the Lord. I cannot imagine being without
that hope. Outside of God there is no hope; life
becomes meaningless, pointless, and inconsequential. Life
becomes, in a word, hopeless.

I

magine a person who finds his child has just been
involved in a terrible accident. The child has been hit by
a car while riding his bike in the neighborhood near his
house. The man races to the hospital only to find that his
8 year old son has already been taken to surgery. He takes
the elevator to the surgery floor and goes in the waiting
room. He waits patiently for what seems like hours when
finally the surgeon comes out in cap and gown. The
surgeon removes his mask and says, “We’ve done all we
can do. It was a very difficult surgery. The next 24 hours
are crucial. All you can do now is pray.”

T

he man says, “Oh, I don’t believe in God. I don’t believe
in prayer. I’ll just sit over here and read a magazine.”
Can you imagine that? I can’t. I cannot imagine someone
being that shallow or callous. I cannot imagine someone
refusing the HOPE we have in God. To deny God is to be
without hope. When we embrace God, we have hope. We
have hope and a future. God has declared, For I know the
plans I have for you, plans to prosper you and not to harm
you, plans to give you hope and a future. Jeremiah 29:11.
As Christians, our hope is in God through Jesus Christ.
Jesus is Emmanuel, God with us. We celebrate His coming
every year at this wonderful time called Christmas. Hope
has come into the world and we worship the Christ child
in the spirit of Christmas and in the truth of eternal life
through Him.

Christ is our hope and oh, what a valuable hope he is!
This is an example of the daily devotionals the 1st UMC staff and members
of the church will bring to you during the Advent season. For more
information see page 7.
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“I hope he gets a hit.”
Rev. Catherine Nance
“I hope he gets a hit.”
I said it when Salvador Perez was at the plate in game
seven of the World Series. It was the ninth inning, two
outs, Giants leading 3-2, the Royals’ tying run on third. I
hope he gets a hit.
“I hope he gets a hit.”
I’ve said it when my sons were standing at the plate. It
didn’t matter which game or inning or the circumstances.
I hope he gets a hit.
With Perez, I said it because I was pulling for the
underdog, or I’m tired of the Giants, or everyone loves
an upset. I don’t really remember. There’s next year and
hopefully the Braves will be better.
But with my children, I say “I hope….” because it’s more
than a baseball game. I hope he feels good about his
efforts. I hope he has fun. I hope he knows that whether
he gets a hit or not does not define who he is. I hope he
is always happy. I hope he knows how much I love him.
I hope. I hope. I hope.

When Christians
talk about a
hope, we are
talking about a joyful expectation of
things to come. Our hope is based on God’s promises –
on God’s hopes for us. What are we hoping for? A better
question would be, “What is God hoping for?”
During Advent and Christmas as we read from the
prophet Isaiah and as we hear Mary’s words to Elizabeth
and we hear the angels sing, we get a very clear sense of
what God is hoping for. Children’s tummies to be filled
with good things. Children to sleep at night without fear
of harm. Children to feel like they have a place in this
world. What if God is putting his hope in us?
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in
believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power
of the Holy Spirit.
Romans 15:13

Christmas memories from Rev. Sarah Slack
Around December 18th, my family, which consisted of my momma, my
little brother, and me, headed out to Craig County, VA to the Christmas tree farm to
cut down our very own, very real tree. I remember my brother begging for the sapling,
crying because it would have no home. My little brother was a real life Charlie Brown.
I remember the one year we decided to get a live tree, one with roots. I remember thinking we were going to
have to leave it in the yard because my 7th grade frame, my little 4th grade brother, and my momma couldn’t budge
that sucker any father!
I remember decorating the tree. It allowed me to unwrap all those dinky ornaments that I made in elementary art
class. I remember being so proud and then amazed that my momma kept those scraggly things!
Then came Christmas Eve. After going to church for the Christmas Eve Candlelight Service, we would come home
to crackers, cheese, and sparkling grape juice. I thought it was so fancy! By candlelight we ate our hors d’oeuvres and
read Luke’s version of Jesus’ birth. After our reading, we each were allowed to open one present. I remember finally
having two presents under the tree for my mom, so that she had one to open too! I remember waking up at 3:00 a.m.
to check out my stocking and hating that mine was the one with bells on it. I mastered holding the bells, emptying
the goodies, checking them over, replacing the stuff, and placing the stocking back on its hook…without those tiny
bells rustling!
Even as I grew older, I loved partaking in our Christmas traditions. Eventually our tree turned artificial and my
momma wanted something more artistic and elegant than our broken reindeer and Styrofoam ornaments, and others joined our Eve celebration but it was still our tradition.
And then came my first Christmas Eve alone. The church I was serving had three Christmas Eve services: 5:00,
7:00, and 9:00. When I arrived home, I was completely exhausted. But I took out the crackers, cheese, and sparkling
grape juice and read Luke’s version of Christ’s birth and I was again transported to my Giles County living room,
experiencing Christmas with my little brother and my momma.
The Church Bell
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How the music of Christmas brings HOPE
by: Susan Daves
Halloween has barely
passed before we hear
carols in the mall, enticing
us to begin thinking of
Christmas. For many of us, it
is disturbingly early, and for
some downright depressing,
but retailers know that
Christmas carols bring back
memories, soften the heart
and nudge us to begin our
gift buying. So, in the midst
of this, where do we find
hope?
For centuries, people have
gathered to celebrate the
birth of Christ, by singing
songs. From the first strains
of the Advent carol “O Come,
O Come Emmanuel”, carols
tell the story of the birth
of a baby and express the
hope and joy of a people
who waited centuries for a
promise to be fulfilled and
their Messiah to come. The
name Emmanuel, meaning
“God with us”, reminds the
world of this hope, HOPE for
a better world and a more
just society, a God in whom
we can trust and to whom
we can relate.
“Yet in thy dark streets
shineth the everlasting light;
the hopes and fears of all
the years are met in thee
tonight.” Christ came into
the world silently, quietly,

not with the fanfare of the
birth of a king, but in this
silence, the “wondrous gift is
given”. That gift is life!
As we hum to ourselves or
join others singing
“Glory to the newborn King”,
we speak of our sins
and the price that was paid
to reconcile us to God.
Jesus the baby, became
Jesus the man, and paid
the price for our sinfulness.
He was born “to raise the
sons of earth, born to give
them second birth.” Those
who trust in Him are reborn,
given eternal life….eternal
HOPE!
Perhaps carols are so loved
because they awaken
memories of Christmases
past, of family and tradition.
But perhaps the music of
Christmas also reminds us
that there truly is a reason
to have faith and hope in
God for what He has done
and for what He is doing
in the lives of people. It is
this hope that the carols
express so well, allowing us
to proclaim,

“Joy to the World,
the Lord is come!”

A service of carols celebrating

the birth of Christ!
Presented by the Morning Glory Chorus,
with instrumental ensemble and piano accompaniment.
Director: Mr. Terry D. Wilson Pianist: Mr. Dwain Pesterfield

O

Sunday, December 7th at 8:15 am
Asbury Hall

n the morning of the first Sunday in December, Asbury
Hall will be filled with the sounds of Christmas music.
The Morning Glory Chorus will present Run to Bethlehem, a
collection of Christmas anthems celebrating the birth of the
Christ child.
This year’s Christmas music will be accompanied by
violins, cello, flute and percussion. The Rev. Catherine
Nance will provide the narration and scripture readings.
Terry Wilson will conduct the choir with Dwain Pesterfield
at the piano.

R

un to Bethlehem begins with the favorite hymn Joy to the
World. This wonderful collection of music also includes
Hark! The Herald Angels Sing and O Come, All Ye Faithful.
Completing the message of Christ’s birth will be selections
entilted O Come to Us, Emmanuel, The Angel Gabriel and
Gloria in Excelsis. Thus, the music you experience will be a
mix of traditional carols and new songs written this year.
The Morning Glory Chorus has been preparing this year’s
music since September. Come and hear this work where
in each note rests the assurance of hope and in each
phrase, breathes the spirit of promise.

is this year’s theme for Christmas
here at 1st UMC-Maryville. It’s
something you’ll hear a lot about in the next few weeks.
See if you can count how many times the word “hope”
appears in this newsletter.

Contemporary Worship Christmas Special
December 21st in Asbury Hall
10:30 am

Send your guesses to chensley@fumc-maryville.org or
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Kneel at the Manger

T

his Christmas season marks
message we need
the 33rd annual Chancel
to hear is clearly
Choir Christmas Cantata.
expressed in the
Each year the choir presents
phrase Bethlehem
a unique collection of familiar as well
Child, O Jesus child, God’s only son,
as new choral selections proclaiming
redeeming one.
Christ’s birth. So many pieces of
The women of the choir will present a
music are a highlight within this year’s
worshipful setting of How Great Our Joy.
program. For instance, the sounds of
You will be delighted by this glorious
the Chancel Choir will be featured in the choral arrangement.
a cappella arrangements of Angels We
Additional familiar selections include,
Have Heard on High (in 8 part harmony)
Away in a Manger featuring the Joy
and Go Tell It On the Mountain,
As a gift to such a wonderful congregation
a robust setting of this familiar
and
staff, our Music Director, Terry Wilson has
carol.
written
an original Christmas anthem to be
The 30 piece Christmas
presented during the Chancel Choir Cantaga.
orchestra will accompany
The selection is entitled Bethlehem Child.
the Chancel Choir on various
The
piece of muscic concludes with this text:
selections. A featured one will
“Bethlehem
Child, God’s gift to all the Earth.”
be Carol of the Magi. This song
Come and worship as you listen to all music
magnificently tells the story
during Advent and Christmas.
of the Magi’s weary journey to
Bethlehem. The Magi find the
Messiah, kneel and worship him and
Singers (4th - 6th grade children’s choir),
even notice that Christ’s eyes are filled
O Come, All Ye Faithful, Hark! The Herald
with joy and sadness.
Angels Sing, and Once in Royal David’s
Added to this year’s program will
City.
be an original work by our Director
The orchestra will be highlighted in
of Music, Terry Wilson. This piece is
a festive setting of God Rest Ye Merry
entitled Bethlehem Child and is a fitting Gentlemen featuring Dwain Pesterfield
companion to Carol of the Magi. The
at the piano. And concluding the

program will be a fantastic setting of We
Wish You a Merry Christmas.
Soloists in this year’s program will
be John Cherry, Eda Brown, Robert
Lawson, Brooke Wilson, Susan Daves
and of course the sounds of angels, our
very own Joy Singers.
If you love the carols of Christmas,
you will want to attend one of this
year’s presentations and invite your
friends and neighbors to come with
you!

There will be a continuous shuttle on Sunday, December 14th for all choir and 1st UMC
members. The shuttle to the Porte Cochere from BEHIND the Junior High School will be from
7:45 am until 12:15 pm. This will save 70 parking spaces for our guests and members.

Chancel Choir Cantata
TV Schedule

December 7th
5:00 pm to 7:00 pm
Asbury Hall
You are invited to an evening of “preparing
for Christmas.” This special holiday event
features music from the children’s and youth
choirs as well as the Minor Prophets
(3&4 year olds).
Chili, pizza and cookie cake will be provided, but you are asked to bring fruit trays,
veggie trays, cheese trays and crackers. There will also be crafts for the kids.
To help us get an idea how much chili to make please sign up by December 1st,
online at www.1stchurch.org or call the church office at 982-1273.
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Chancel Choir Cantata
Saturday, December 13th
6:00 pm
(taped for television)

Sunday, December 14th
10:30 am and 7:00 pm

Christmas Eve, Dec. 24th
MyVLT Noon to 1 pm
Christmas Day, December 25th
WVLT 6 to 7am
WVLT 4 to 5 pm
WVLT 5 to 6 pm
Christmas Offering
This year, the offering taken during the
Chancel Choir Cantata and Christmas Eve
Services will go toward school support
for Pukuka, South Sudan The money
will provide teacher salaries, provide
scholarships for students including
one for a young woman who wants to
become an accountant, as well as other
school needs.
Here at 1st UMC, the children are asked
to bring school supplies on Christmas
Eve to be given to local children in need.

Nightmare before Christmas
In 1993, producer Tim Burton released his musical fantasy
film The Nightmare Before Christmas. Jack Skellington, as the
main character and leader of Halloween Town, accidently
opened a doorway into Christmas Town. He was so
impressed with the feelings and style he discovered that
he insisted that the inhabitants of Halloween Town take
on these attributes. With much misunderstandings and
misguided personal interpretation,
Jack’s cohorts run amuck creating
a situation which could only be
solved in a fantasy film.
For many of us the season we
are entering often times feels
like a nightmare as we navigate
the pressures, stresses and
expectations of getting everything
Touchstone Pictures
right for everyone else. To be happy as well as to fit into
the flow of Christmas, we are to be joyful, cheery, and full
of glad tidings for ourselves and others. But herein lies the
“nightmare.” For many there is the nightmare of loneliness,
loss, feeling rejected and unloved, being abused, fighting
addiction, and sometimes just hanging on to life itself. Where
is the joy and good cheer now?
God never intended these nightmares for his creation.
Sin separated man from the love and joy of God. Christmas
provides a special opportunity to acknowledge God’s unique
answer for our situation gone amuck. True restoration to
God’s love and joy was born in Jesus Christ, a child in a
manger, Jesus the son of God, Jesus who offered himself up
as a ransom and sacrifice to set man free of sin and restore
our relationship with God.

Sending and sharing HOPE this Christmas!
Sending cards to friends and loved ones has long been a
Christmas tradition. Pictures of families, updates on what
they’ve been doing and the warm feeling of knowing
someone is thinking about you brings hope this time of year.
As the world of emails and social media continue to dominate the conversations, there are ways YOU can use them to
bring HOPE to others.
Email - Most of our inboxes are bombarded with messages
each day. And while those “spam” filters cut out some of the
clutter, it is comforting when there is a personal message
that comes your way. During Advent, why not reach out to
someone each day with a personal email telling them you
are thinking about them and celebrate the joys of the season
with them?
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This is the realization and the worship of Christmas we
should be involved in. In love, let us pray to understand and
believe in our salvation through Jesus Christ. Let us pray to
help and recognize those who face many types of difficulties
during this season.

P

ray to be there to hold a hand or put an arm around a
shoulder.
Pray to stop and listen when someone needs to talk.
Pray to help someone find love for who, what and where
they are in their life’s journey.
Pray not to forget those who feel forgotten.
Pray to fight your addiction to sin while you support
someone who fights addiction day to day.
Pray to make room for those who feel turned away.
Pray to hold the rope a little longer while someone tries to
hold on to life.
Pray and thank God for His greatest gift.
Pray for God’s guidance in sharing His love with those
around you.
Pray that you may accept His love from others. Remember
the true glad tidings to all mankind.

P

RAY!
God loves you and so do we!
Your Recovery Team

Facebook - This “leader” in the world of social media has
been a way for people to bridge the distance between them
by posting pictures, thoughts, and yes that occasional cat
video. During the month of November many people take
time to post what they are thankful for each day. During
Advent, why not post something each day about ways
YOU are preparing for Christ. You can also share the daily
devotionals 1st UMC will be putting online with your friends
and family.
Twitter - This platform is often used as a reaction to
something that’s happening “right now.” So, when you’re
at church (@1stmaryville) or a Christmas event, tweet about
what’s happening and how it makes you feel. Who knows,
that tweet might just inspire others to join you in the
Christmas celebrations. Be sure and tag your tweets with
#hope2014.
Instagram - Who doesn’t love a great picture and that’s what
instagram is all about. During the Advent and Christmas
season share your pictures from 1st UMC with us
@1stmaryvilleumc or tag them with #hope2014.
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Making Advent more meaningful
by Denise Johns

I

n order to make the season of Advent special, one needs
to know what the word “advent” means. Advent means
“coming” or “visit.” So, during this time of the year there
are several ways to make it more special for your family.
My most symbolic memory of Advent is the lighting of
the Advent wreath. I remember what a special honor it
was to be a participant in the church service and having
the opportunity to light a candle. YOU can buy your own
evergreen Advent wreath and five candles to have in your
own home. What a wonderful tradition to begin with
your family.

of the blessings are read aloud before the presents are
opened or maybe read during Christmas dinner.
Lastly, I hope you read the story of Christmas from your
Bible to your children. The biggest and best present you
can give your children and grandchildren is encouraging
and promoting the love of God! The story of Jesus’ birth
can be found in Luke 2:1-20; Matthew 1:18-25: Matthew
2:1-12 and Luke 1:26-38. Happy reading.
May the Lord continue to bless you and your family this
Advent season.

Another wonderful idea would be to have a “blessing jar,”
to use during Advent. Each night at dinner each member of your family writes down what they are thankful
for. Then, on Christmas morning the jar is opened and all

Children create an
Advent Conspiracy

Advent begins
November 30th

T

For now, mum is the word when it comes to what these
children have in store for the upcoming season of
Advent. They have been providing a few hints including
ones that form the phrase, “This Christmas Worship Fully.”
Keep an eye out for more as the season of preparing
draws near!

his year, during the Advent season, there will
be daily devotions available online. Members
of the church staff along with many church
members will be sharing with you what the
HOPE of the season means to them. These will
be available by getting a daily e-mail (sign up at
www.1stchurch.org) or by going online to the
church blogsite,
www.1stmaryville.blogspot.com

S

ince not everyone has online access, consider
printing off copies and sharing them with others. We will also print a few of them in upcoming
newsletters and have a limited number of copies
available in the church office and the Welcome
Centers throughout the church.

Can Christmas Still Change the World?
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Sunday, December 7th
5:00 to 7:00 pm
in Asbury Hall

An evening of music, food and crafts
for children, youth and families

Sunday, December 7th
8:15 am in Asbury Hall

Morning Glory Cantata

Contemporary Christmas Special
December 21st at 10:30 am

December 13th at 6:00 pm
December 14th at 10:30 am & 7:00 pm

Chancel Choir Cantata

www.1stchurch.org
982-1273

Traditional Worship
at 7:00 & 10:00 pm
Sanctuary

Contemporary Worship
(& Recovery)
7:00 pm in Asbury Hall

Churchwide Dinner
in Asbury Hall at 6:00 pm

Service for children and families
at 2:00 pm

December 24th

Christmas Eve

Sunday, November 23, 2014
7:35 AM Morning Glory Chorus rehearsal, 249
8:15 AM Morning Glory Worship, Asbury Hall
9:15 AM Sunday School
10:30 AM Contemporary Worship, Asbury Hall
10:30 AM Traditional Worship, Sanctuary
3:00 PM Rev. Dunsmore Celebration of Life
3:30 PM Youth Band
4:30 PM Youth Handbells, 252, 254
5:10 PM Celebration Singers (7th-12th), 249
5:15 PM Evensong Handbells, 252
6:10 PM Morning Glory Cantata rehearsal, 249
Monday, November 24, 2014
3:30 PM Primary Praise (K-1st)
3:30 PM Merrymakers(2nd-3rd)
3:30 PM Joy Singers, (4th-6th)
Tuesday, November 25, 2014
11:00 AM Lunch for 60 plus, 215
6:00 PM Devoted Fitness, Asbury Hall
7:00 PM AA, 128
7:00 PM Chancel Choir practice, 249
7:00 PM Pickleball, Asbury Hall
Wednesday, November 26, 2014
9:00 AM Yoga, 254
Recovery at Maryville, Asbury Hall
6:00 PM Light Meal, Asbury Hall
7:00 PM Worship, Asbury Hall
8:10 PM Sharing Groups (assigned rooms)
Thursday, November 27, 2014
Office Closed—Thanksgiving
5:00 PM Welcome Table, Asbury Hall
7:00 PM AA, 128
Friday, November 28, 2014
Office Closed
Saturday, November 29, 2014
9:00 AM Pickle Ball, Asbury Hall

Sunday, November 30, 2014
First Sunday of Advent
7:35 AM Morning Glory rehearsal, 249
8:15 AM Morning Glory Worship, Asbury Hall
9:15 AM Sunday School
10:30 AM Contemporary Worship, Asbury Hall
10:30 AM Traditional Worship, Sanctuary
3:30 PM Youth Band
4:30 PM Youth Handbells, 252, 254
5:10 PM Celebration Singers (7th-12th), 249
5:15 PM Evensong Handbells, 252
6:15 PM Morning Glory Cantata rehearsal, 249
Monday, December 1, 2014
3:30 PM Primary Praise Singers (K-1st)
3:30 PM Merrymakers (2nd/3rd)
3:30 PM Joy Singers (4th-6th)
6:00 PM Finance, 214
Tuesday, December 2, 2014
11:00 AM Tuesday Lunch for Seniors
7:00 PM AA, 128
7:00 PM Pickleball, Asbury Hall
Wednesday, December 3, 2014
Recovery at Maryville, Asbury Hall
6:00 PM Light Meal, Asbury Hall
7:00 PM Worship, Asbury Hall
8:10 PM Sharing Groups (assigned rooms)
7:00 PM Young Adult Trivia Night,
Smoky Mtn Brewery
7:30 PM Chancel Choir, 249
7:45 PM Contemporary Worship Band
Thursday, December 4, 2014
6:00 AM Men’s Bible Study, 214
9:45 AM Circle 1, 254
10:15 AM Asagao Handbells, 252
5:00 PM Welcome Table, Wesley Hall
7:00 PM AA, 128
Saturday, December 6, 2014
10:00 AM Morning Glory Cantata rehearsal,
Asbury Hall

Happening at

Greeters 8:15 Traditional
William Russell
Bert & Becky Emmerson
Greeters 10:30 Contemporary
Jackie & Al North
Greeters 10:30 Traditional
David & Teresa Morton
Libby Lewis
Vicki Everbach

Greeters 10:30 Contemporary
Madison & Brett Coulter
Tim & Trish Badgett
Greeters 10:30 Traditional
Owen & Leslie Ragland
Audrey Pettis

Kids Own Worship
Preschool:
Heath & Jill McElroy
Elementary:
Amber & Dallas Monroe

Acolytes
Ellie Smith & Sidney Daves

No Kids Own Worship
on this day!

Acolytes
Luke Roberts & Josef Morstatt

November 30th

Greeters 8:15 Traditional
Bill Mueller
Sam Johnson
Cathy and Jim Miller

November 23rd

Sunday Commitments

Music Fund
Given by
Bob & Gwen Norris
Harold & Betty Bowman
Rae Lippenberger
Rae Lippenberger
Rae Lippenberger

Sunday Commitments

In Honor or Memory of
Jack Stewart			
Jack Stewart			
Jack Stewart			
Martha Porter			
Betty Snider			

Memorials and Honorariums
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MORE MESSAGES OF

FOR CHRISTMAS INSIDE!

O

Holy One,
How we praise YOU for this new season where kindness and joy come forth from our “stony hearts!” We spend
a year dwelling on our own self-interests and suddenly it’s Advent, a time to reflect on the possibilities of what life will be
with Your values operating fully in the world, and we are awed. Thank you, God, for this blessing.
Forgive us for being so slow to recognize the HOPE that you have placed within us, Your children. What great
gifts are FAITH,HOPE, and LOVE, a trinity of goodness that flows from Your being, and they are ours to claim and use. You
sent Jesus into a world of poverty, dissension, unrest, war, so like ours today, and He taught that You have a plan to restore
all things to a Just Kingdom. Christ’s life was lived to bring glory to Your name and He told us to go and to do that, too.

We pray that Your Holy Spirit will guide us to places where people will see that we LOVE them unconditionally because
You made them, and then FAITH will grow so that they can go and love others, too. Thank You, Gracious Father, in Jesus
Name. AMEN!

This prayer of hope was written by Janet Harville.

