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On a beautiful Fall morning with crisp air, Veterans Day…..it is easy to say, “All’s right
with the world.” I can’t help but think of the many different emotions in the Philippines.
Some are thankful to be alive. Some are thankful to have escaped most of the damage.
Many are suffering grief. And some must be overwhelmed.
Does life ever seem overwhelming? I read about many of our more recent veterans who
are overwhelmed by the aftermath. There are groups working on physical recovery.
Others are specializing in Post Traumatic Stress Syndrome. I learned of one place that
is concentrating on putting folks back together spiritually---saying that many had to make
decisions in the heat of battle that went against their deeply held beliefs and moral fiber.
News reports today are filled with the courageous witnesses. But not every tale is tidy.
So I include all of these in my prayers today. Overwhelming.
Does life ever feel overwhelming to you? I confess that I woke up thinking of a “to do” list
for this week which only includes the “must get done.” And it was overwhelming. I
always remember in such moments, a sage of days gone by, George Naff. When I was
entering the world of pastoring, he once shared with me and my colleagues, how he
began each week and each day. On Monday morning in his study, he would write down
the list of things he hoped to accomplish during the week-----which would often feel
impossible and overwhelming. Then he would pray, something like this: “God, without
you I could do nothing. With your help, I will attempt all that you have for me to do.
Please guide me and lend me the Presence of your Spirit. I give you this list. Send me
on the path of your will.” This piece of advice has served me well. I think it is the same,
whether it is my work list or my life list. To live as if God does not exist is to repeat the
mistakes of Eve and Adam. To lean upon Jesus in all circumstances puts me in
company with the likes of Paul the apostle.
I offer this to you, my partners in ministry at First United Methodist of Maryville. I offer it
because we share the challenge of being a vital and incredible church as we serve our
living Lord. We all bear the challenge of praying enough, attending enough, giving
enough, serving enough, and witnessing enough as individuals. Then we become a
living body, knit together by the Holy Spirit. And we care enough to be together and to
reach out to the many who become home bound. We care enough to invite others. We
care enough to make sacrifices for the good of our souls and the souls of those we
mentor in the faith.
For some reason, the Innkeeper of Bethlehem came to my mind today. When Joseph
and Mary showed up needing a room----he could have said, “No way.” But God made a
way. When I look at our challenges as a church, as a world community, or even my
challenges as an individual, I can easily conclude, “No way!” But God makes a way…
always has….always will…for the Philippines, for disabled veterans…..certainly for a vital
congregation at First United Methodist of Maryville.
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November 17th
(following 10:30 services)

Room 151

Happening at 1st
November 17, 2013—November 23, 2013
Sunday, November 17, 2013
7:45 AM Joy Singers, Asbury Hall
8:15 AM Morning Glory Worship, Asbury Hall
9:15 AM Sunday School
10:30 AM Traditional Worship, Sanctuary
10:30 AM The Crossing, Asbury Hall
11:30 AM CMAT, 114
11:30 AM Sandy Relief Mission Info. Meeting, Room 151
4:00 PM Preschool & Elementary Teacher Get Together,
The Elder’s
4:00 PM Morning Glory/Men’s Chorus, rehearsal, 249
4:00 PM Youth Praise Band, Asbury Hall
4:30 PM Youth Handbells, Asbury Hall
5:15 PM Celebration Singers, Asbury Hall
6:00 PM Thanksgiving Dinner, Asbury Hall
Monday, November 18, 2013
10:00 AM Book Club, 216
12:00 PM UT Forensics
3:30 PM Primary Praise Singers (K & 1st grade)
3:30 PM Merrymakers (2nd & 3rd grade)
3:30 PM Joy Singers (4th-6th grade)
6:00 PM Show Choir, 151
6:30 PM Compassion Counseling Board, 243
7:00 PM Charge Conference, Sanctuary
7:00 PM Smart Meeting, 214

Sunday commitments for November 17, 2013
Prepare for Worship
Isaiah 65: 17-25
Isaiah 12 or Psalm 118
(UMH 839)
2 Thessalonians 3: 6-13
Luke 21: 5-19



8:15 Morning Glory
Suzanne & Amy Rhoden
Brian & Beth Cook



10:30 Sanctuary
Betty Kennedy
Debbie Heaton
Libby Lewis
Vicki Everbach

Kids Own Worship
Preschool:
Mark & Shana Dowlen
Elementary:
 10:30 The Crossing
Charles & Mary Beth West
Jane & Gerry Sanders
Dennis and Anita Griffith
Staff on call:
Please contact
Acolytes:
Brenda (414-8493)
Ty Elder
or Larry (414-8494)
Lane Pinkerton
Parsonage (233-2712)
Greeters:

Tuesday, November 19, 2013
10;00 AM Bible Study, 214
6:00 PM Devoted Fitness, Wesley Hall
6:00 PM Primary Players, Asbury & 249
7:00 PM AA, 128
7:00 PM Young Adult Trivia, Smoky Mountain Brewery
Wednesday, November 20, 2013
3:45 PM Girls Bible Study, Vienna Coffee
5:30 PM Quintet, 2154
Recovery at Maryville, Asbury Hall
5:30 PM Light Meal, Asbury Hall
6:30 PM Celebration Service, Asbury Hall
7:45 PM Sharing Groups (assigned room)
7:00 PM Dude’s Bible Study, Taco Bell
7:00 PM Ladies Bible Study, Panera
7:30 PM Chancel Choir rehearsal, 249
Thursday, November 21, 2013
6:00 AM Men’s Bible Study, 214
9:30 AM UMW Board, 214
10:15 AM Asagao, 252
11:30 AM UMW General, Wesley Hall
5:00 PM Welcome Table, Asbury Hall
7:00 PM Adults Pick Up Basketball, Asbury Hall
7:00 PM AA, 128

Memorials & Honorariums
Memorial Fund
In Honor or Memory Of
Oscar Simpson
Oscar Simpson

Given By
Homer & Betty Isbell
Archie & Carol Dean

Organ Fund
In Honor or Memory Of
Hazel Hammontree
Oscar Simpson

Given By
Friend
Friend

UMM Wesley Woods Project

Pastor’s Coffee
Sunday, November 24th
9:30 am—Room 152
11:30 am—Room 152
11:30 am—Room 214

In Honor or Memory Of
Oscar Simpson

THE CHURCH BELL

Given By
Jerry & Sue Rowe
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As our stewardship
campaign comes to an end
many of you are wondering,
“What now?” The Stewardship campaign for 2014 is
just the beginning. As we continue to receive your
pledge cards preparations are underway for
something bold and new in the coming year. If you
were here this past Sunday, you may have heard
Moe Click talking a bit about a “journey” we are
starting in January. In the coming weeks, keep
watching for details on where this journey might take
you and how you can get on board.

While “Black
Friday” may be
the official start
of the Christmas
shopping
season, here at
1st UMC, the
Alternative Gift
Fair probably
gets that
distinction.
This past Sunday, hundreds of people browsed the
nearly two dozen booths set up for the event. The
folks from the Latvian mission handed out samples
of meatballs simmered in BBQ sauce. The kids of
1st UMC were busy selling out of their homemade
friendship tea mixes. And there were plenty of
handmade items from around the world to buy.
The Alternative Gift Fair is another way of showing
the outreach of the church’s missions by supporting
a variety of non-profit and free trade organizations
that are empowering people all around the world.

Adult Ministries
Preparing the way
Though it may be hard to
believe, the start of Advent is
just a few weeks away.
December 1st is the first
Sunday in this special season
where we prepare our hearts
and minds for the birth of our
Savior.
As this time of reflection and preparation draws near
the church has resources available to you to make
this an even more meaningful season.
If you would like to host an Advent study or become
a part of one, please contact Ginny West Case at
982-1273 or e-mail her at
ginnywc@fumc-maryville.org.

The next few weeks will be busy ones here at 1st UMC.
Be sure and keep up with all that’s going on by “liking” us
on Facebook, following us on Twitter and checking out
our website, www.fumc-maryville.org.
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Please sign up soon to make sure we have
enough turkey and dressing to go around.
Also, remember to bring a side dish
(or two) to share.
Sign up online at www.fumc-maryville.org
Or call the church office 865-982-1273

Dates and events to remember
Tuesday lunches for Seniors (60 +)
Each Tuesday in Wesley Hall

Friday, November 15th
Trip to Greeneville, TN
Leaving at 8:30 am

Behind the scenes: UT Anthropology Dept.
Monday, November 18th
Leaving at Noon
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Spotlight on mission
The United Methodist Women support a variety of
mission projects around the world. Last week,
Circle 3 welcomed Richard Woodard and Cindy Bali,
two people deeply involved in the work being done
by the UMC in Mutare, Zimbabwe.

Morning Glory Cantata
The Ishe Anesu Project there started back in 1998
and is currently located on the grounds of the Hilltop
UMC . Woodard and Bali shared pictures and
stories about this program of education and
community support with the group. Translated from
Shona, Ishe Anesu means “God is with us!”
If you would like to learn more about this project visit
the Methodist Women page on our website, under
the “Inside 1st” tab on www.fumc-maryville.org.

Featuring:
Morning Glory Chorus and Men’s Chorus
with piano and instrumental ensemble

Sunday, December 8th
8:15 am
Asbury Hall

Contact: Asa Majors at rev.asa.lee@gmail.com or 982-1273

Seafood Thanksgiving
This has been a busy year for the Young Adult
group here at 1st UMC. One of the highlights has
been the great success of our trivia nights. The
church team has managed to bring home several gift
certificates throughout the year and we’ll be using
them to celebrate Thanksgiving a bit early this year.
ALL young adults are invited to join in the
celebration.
On November 22nd, the group will be leaving the
church at 7 pm, heading to Chesapeake’s in
Knoxville for dinner. You don’t need to bring
anything except cash for tips and you need to make
reservations no later than Sunday, November
17th. Call Asa at 982-1273 or go online to “event
registration” and tell us you are coming!

The next trivia night
is November 19th!
Smoky Mountain Brewery—Maryville
7:00 pm
THE CHURCH BELL

Pie time!
Last year, a small group
of Young Adults
gathered to make
pumpkin and pecan pies
for Thanksgiving night at
The Welcome Table.
Later this month YOU are invited to help make
desserts again and have a little fun in the process. If
you are a young adult wanting to pitch in and make
pies, be here at the church on Tuesday, November
26th at 6:00 pm. Dinner will be provided. Come join
this fun night of service and be a part of the fun!

New study examines what is enough?
Many of you want to live a more simple life, one
where generosity replaces anxiety and stress over
finances. You are invited to join the Young Adults
on Sunday mornings at 9:15 to be a part of the
discussion of “Enough: Discovering Joy through
Simplicity and Generosity,” by Adam Hamilton.
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For more information on any of these events, please call Denise at
982982-1273 or ee-mail her at djohns@fumcdjohns@fumc-maryville.org .

Children’s Christmas music and more
The sounds of the children’s choirs
will fill the air on the night of
December 8th as the children
present the mini-musical, “Silent
Night: The Birth of a Carol.” We
invite you to participate in this
special evening.

What are your children learning?
Sunday, November 10th
(Last Sunday)
Preschool—4th Grade
Lesson—Elijah and the prophets
Bible Verses: 1 Kings 18: 20-39
Tweens
Worshipping God (Solomon builds the Temple)

It all begins at 5:00 pm in the
Sanctuary and then moves to
Wesley Hall where you can enjoy
finger foods and children can
enjoy making some crafts.

Sunday, November 17th
(This Sunday)
Preschool—4th Grade
Lesson—Elisha
Bible Verses: 2Kings 4: 1-7
Tweens
Living Faithfully (Hezekiah rules Judah)

Bookmarks and Bibles
In Kids Own Worship this past
Sunday, the children made their
own bookmarks for their Bibles.
Each week the children are
encouraged to bring their Bibles to
church and they read them together.
The bookmarks reflected the “colors
of faith.”

Volunteers are still needed to help make this evening a
success. Please contact Denise Johns (information in the
box above) if you are interested in helping with one of the
craft stations or would be willing to bring food that evening.

The Children’s Ministry
booth at the Alternative Gift
Fair was a big hit. The kids
sold nearly every item on
the table! Proceeds go to
Holston Home for Children.

Services with a smile

All church members are invited to the
Charge Conference for
1st UMC– Maryville.
Monday, November 18th
7:00 pm

We are all on a journey in life and we have chosen faith in
Christ as our compass. You have chosen 1st UMC
Maryville as the ship to carry you on your journey. Many
of you have been on this particular ship for most of your
lives while others have been guest passengers and then
joined the crew.
Some translations of Leviticus 19:33 express doing no
harm to those who travel in "our land". I would say that
means we should extend hospitality to those who seek to
journey with us on this faith-ship.
Each week we have a number of guests on this ship. It is
important to extend a welcoming hand to them so they
will return and become a part of this crew seeking to
share God's love in Jesus Christ.

Room 249 (choir room)
*A meeting of the Church Council will precede
Charge Conference beginning at 6:30 pm.
THE CHURCH BELL
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The Witness Team is trying to expand the Hospitality
Crew. E-mail Asa (rev.asa.lee@gmail.com) if you would
like to help in this way or you can also call the church
office at 982-1273.

Asa Majors

Maryville First United Methodist Church
804 Montvale Station Road
Maryville, Tennessee 37803
Phone: 865-982-1273
Fax: 865-983-5408

www.fumc-maryville.org

