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Music has always been an important part of the
faith story, and here at 1st UMC, that story has been
going strong for nearly 200 years.
Each Sunday (and many other days during the
week), hallowed hymns and new songs of praise
echo throughout the building.

This Sunday evening as the church comes
together for a Thanksgiving Dinner you will go on a
joyous musical journey through the history of 1st
UMC, Maryville. From the humble beginnings at Mt.
Gilead to the modern day building here on Montvale
Station Road, there is a big story to tell.
Please join us on Sunday evening at 6:00 pm
for dinner followed by Singing Our Faith, a program
where YOU join our music staff in honoring the past,
celebrating the present, and boldly venturing into the
future. You’ll sing along to old hymns like Am I a
Soldier of the Cross?, and newer ones like How
Great Thou Art and Hymn of Promise. Come lift your
voice and enjoy the history lesson that goes along
with it.
Turkey, gravy, dressing and beverages will be provided.
Please bring side dishes to share!
Register online at www.1stchurch.org or call 982-1273.

Churchwide Thanksgiving
Dinner
This Sunday, November 16th
6:00 pm
Asbury Hall
Come eat, talk, and join in as everyone together
sings our faith!

Also in this edition:
ONLINE ALL THE TIME!
Meet Nathan Irwin
page 2
The power of prayer
details on page 3
Preparing for Christmas
page 5
Scout’s honor
page 5

Many of you have been
submitting pictures and
bringing them by the office
for us to use in the
upcoming Pictorial
Directory. This Sunday,
one hour before the
Thanksgiving Dinner and a
half hour afterward we’ll be
taking pictures of those
individuals and families
who want us to take them.
No appointment necessary!







Read The Church Bell online before it’s mailed!
Look at what’s Happening at 1st
Get staff contact information
Get a 1st Look at pictures from church events
Learn about all the ways 1st serves

www.1stchurch.org

Introducing 1st UMC’s new Director of Youth Ministries
My name is Nathan Irwin. I grew up in the Knoxville area and have lived in
Clinton, Oak Ridge, and both east and west Knoxville. I graduated from Karns
high school and from The University of South Florida in Tampa. I am currently
attending Asbury Theological Seminary in pursuit of a Master’s Degree. Prior to
joining the staff here at First, I served six years as the Director of Ministries at
Memorial UMC in Clinton, TN.
My wife of 8 years, Crystal, and I have two children. Our son Isaac is 5 and
currently in Kindergarten, and our daughter Alara is 2. Crystal grew up in Oak
Ridge, and graduated from the University of Tennessee. She has been a stay at
home mom since the birth of our children, and she enjoys reading, playing
violin, and knitting. Isaac has many interests including school, Legos,
superheroes, and playing games of all types. Alara tries to do anything that her
brother does and has proven to have a very strong will for a toddler. She enjoys
playing with play-doh, chasing our cat, and eating. In my spare time, I love to
snow ski, fish, play golf, read, and take naps.
I am excited about the opportunities that I see ahead for the youth at First. In the short time that I have had to
get to know this group, I have met devoted adult volunteers and parents, youth that are invested in the future of
the group, and a staff and leadership that is committed to supporting the youth program. In my first weeks and
months at First, I plan to meet with all of these groups and evaluate what the program currently does well, as
well as looking for future opportunities to try new things. I hope that you will join me in praying for the
beginning of my time in ministry here at First and for all that the future holds for our youth. If you have any
questions for me or would just like to meet for coffee or to talk, please call the church or email me at
nirwin@1stchurch.org. I look forward to meeting all of you over the weeks to come.

1st UMC Staff
Coming soon ….

All e-mails end with @fumc-maryville.org
unless otherwise noted.
Phone: 865-982-1273



What the staff is thankful for.



What it means to have hope.



Ways to make advent more special for children.

Staff Member
Catherine Nance
Parker Benson
Sarah Slack
Chris Lee
Mark Blodgett
Clayton Hensley
Terry Wilson
Susan Daves
Denise Johns
Jane Sanders
Nathan Irwin
Amelia Geis-Scott
Dwain Pesterfield



Prayers of hope.

Paul Brown



A closer look at this year’s cantatas.

is a word you hear often this
time of year as we look to the celebrations of Christmas
and the good news about the birth of Jesus Christ.
Be watching NEXT WEEK for a special holiday edition of
The Church Bell. Here’s some of what you’ll find in it:
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Email
Extension
cnance
111
pbenson
106
sslack
107
clee
116
mblodgett
103
chensley
100
sacmusic
109
sdaves
110
djohns
113
jsanders
101
nirwin@1stchurch.org
202
ameliageis@yahoo.com
DwainP602@bellsouth.net
Sherri Justice

Bryan Holder

Website: www.1stchurch.org
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1st News

The power of prayer
Prayer plays an important part in the life of the church
and as 1st UMC embarks on a simultaneous
stewardship and capital campaign, prayer is certainly
in the spotlight.

Whether it was a bottle
of fair trade olive oil, a
special Christmas
ornament or a jar of
goodies from the children,
there were plenty of gifts
to go around at this year’s
Alternative Gift Fair.

Earlier this month daily prayer calendars were
distributed to hundreds of people. On each day of the
calendar you will find a prayer topic as well as a Bible
verse to go along with it. (You can find the calendar
online at www.1stchurch.org under the “Heritage/
Future 2014” tab.)
This past Sunday, prayer
was the focus of a
special walk for the Great
Heritage/Great Future
Campaign. Participants
started at the altar in the
Sanctuary and made
their way through the
church taking time to
pray for dozens of things ranging from having a safe
and secure place for children, to praying for pastors as
they minister to us spiritually and nurture us when we
are in need.

Giving thanks
In November our attention
turns to giving thanks for
all God has given us. On
Monday, Circle 3 of the
United Methodist Women
dedicated their World
Thank Offering during
their meeting.

From nine in the morning
until two in the afternoon,
hundreds of people came out to shop at this event that
helps ministries and other groups continue to do good
work here at home and around the world.
A special thank you goes out to all the people who
helped organize the event, set up the tables for it, and
to all the vendors for participating.
(Check out how the children did on page 4!)

Shop and give
If you do some of your
shopping online, there might be a way you can help the
church at the same time. The UMC Market is filled with
hundreds of online stores which donate a percentage of
sales to the church as long as you shop through the UMC
Market portal or use the Easy Give button. Here are simple
steps to get started.




Sue Cox of Circle 3

Fair favorites





Visit UMCmarket.org
Click on the “Get Started” button.
Enter your email or sign up
with your Facebook account.
Create a password
Find First Maryville Church (804 Montvale St. Road)
Download the Easy Give Button (optional)

When $100 in total donations are reached, a check is mailed to
the church.

During the Lenten season this year, dozens of you
contributed work to a special daily devotion project here
at 1st UMC. Now, as the Advent season draws near we
are embarking on a similar project.
We already have more than a dozen staff members and
church members who have agreed to write a devotion
during this season of preparation. Each of the devotions
will be shared with people via email and our church blog
site (www.1stmaryville.blogspot.com) beginning on
November 30th. The theme for this daily devotional
series is “What does hope mean to you?”

Daily devotion project
If you are interested in writing one of the daily devotions,
just send an email to chensley@fumc-maryville.org or call
him at 982-1273. He’ll send you the guidelines for the
devotions and assign you a time for yours to run.
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Acts too!

New Men’s Study

Starting after the Christmas holiday, the
Bible Buddies Sunday School class, led
by Frank Rankin, will begin an in-depth
study on the Book of Acts. Right now the
group is wrapping up a study on the
Gospel of John. You are invited to join
them Sunday mornings at 9:15 in room
147.

The men’s Bible Study group that meets
on Thursday mornings at 6 am are
focusing in on a new topic as we
approach the Advent/Christmas season.
The men will be using Dr. Mickey Efrid’s
study on “The Birth Narratives.” They
meet in room 214.

Mission milestone

Lasting memories

Two years after
Superstorm Sandy
devastated parts of New
Jersey, one United
Methodist Group focused
on rebuilding efforts has
completed the rebuilding
of its 100th home. This
summer, a group from
1st UMC-Maryville traveled to the Garden
State as part of A Future with Hope
working to rebuild a severely damaged
home in Wildwood. So far, more than
8-thousand volunteers have been
working in the Garden State to help with
the long road to recovery. For more
information on this program visit
www.afuturewithhope.org.

Most folks don’t ever get a chance to
say they spent a weekend on board an
aircraft carrier. But that’s not the case
for the members of Boy Scout Troop
81 (seen in the picture below). Last
month, the group lived on the USS
Yorktown in Charleston, SC
for a weekend. They also
toured a WWII vintage
Navy battleship and a
submarine.

In case you didn’t make it
by the UMW booth this
weekend at the
Alternative Gift Fair, the
UMW does have some
pecans left. Tasty milk
chocolate covered
pecans, dark chocolate
pecans and caramel
pecan clusters are still
available for $10 a bag.
Just contact Mary Kay
Hamlin at 233-3359 or
mkh323@charter.net if
you want to buy some.

Troop 81 is sponsored by
1st UMC-Maryville with Mr.
Dean Moss serving as the
Scoutmaster.

Preparing for Christmas
Special evening for Children, Youth
and Families
December 7th from 5:00 to 7:00 pm
It is certainly is a busy time at 1st UMC and the
Children’s ministry department is hard at work on the next
big event.
Coming up on December 7th from 5:00 to 7:00 pm,
everyone is invited to an evening of “Preparing for
Christmas.” This special holiday event features music
from the children’s and youth choirs as well as the Minor
Prophets. There will be crafts for children and food.
Chili, pizza and cookie cake will be provided, but you
are asked to bring fruit trays, veggie trays, cheese trays
and crackers.
To help us get an idea of how much chili to make,
please sign up (by December 1st) online at
www.1stchurch.org or call the church office at 982-1273.
There will also be sign up information in upcoming
bulletins. If you are planning on donating any of the food
items just make a note of that when you sign up or call.
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Got pecans?

Children’s Corner
Contact: Denise Johns, djohns@fumc-maryville.org

Call 982-1273 or text to 865-679-0247
Sign up for events at www.1stchurch.org or call 982-1273

Thanks for your support!
Nearly $500 raised from sales of jars of soup, cookie and
beverage mixes will be going to Holston Home for
Children. The items made by the children of 1st UMC
went fast at this year’s Alternative Gift Fair.
In fact, all items were sold out by 12:10!
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HAPPENING AT
Sunday, November 16, 2014
7:35 AM Morning Glory Chorus rehearsal, 249
8:15 AM Morning Glory Worship, Asbury Hall
9:15 AM Sunday School
10:30 AM The Crossing, Asbury Hall
10:30 AM Traditional Worship, Sanctuary
3:30 PM Youth Band
4:30 PM Youth Handbells, 252, 254
5:00 PM Morning Glory Cantata rehearsal, Sanctuary
5:10 PM Celebration Singers (7th-12th), 249
6:00 PM Singing Our Faith, Thanksgiving Dinner,
Asbury Hall
Monday, November 17, 2014
10:00 AM Book Club, 218
3:30 PM Primary Praise (K-1st)
3:30 PM Merrymakers(2nd-3rd)
3:30 PM Joy Singers, (4th-6th)
6:30 PM Church Council, 249
7:00 PM Charge Conference, 249
Tuesday, November 18, 2014
11:00 AM Lunch for 60 plus, 215
6:00 PM Wesley Day School Open House
Asbury Hall & Wesley Hall
7:00 PM AA, 128
7:00 PM Witness Meeting, 214
Wednesday, November 19, 2014
9:00 AM Yoga, 254
10:00 AM Advent Study, 214
Recovery at Maryville, Asbury Hall
6:00 PM Light Meal, Asbury Hall
7:00 PM Worship, Asbury Hall
8:10 PM Sharing Groups (assigned rooms)
7:30 PM Chancel Choir, 249
7:45 PM Contemporary Worship Band, The Cove
Thursday, November 20, 2014
6:00 AM Men’s Bible Study, 214
9:30 AM UMW Board, 218
10:15 AM Asagao Handbells, 252
5:00 PM Welcome Table, Asbury Hall
7:00 PM AA, 128
Friday, November 21, 2014
7:45 AM Family Promise Board, 214
12:00 PM United Way Luncheon, Asbury Hall
Saturday, November 22, 2014
9:00 AM Pickleball, Asbury Hall

Sunday commitments for Sunday 11/16/14
Greeters:
 8:15 Traditional
Doug & Virginia
Hardwick
Lila Eby
Clara Ousley

Kids Own Worship:
Preschool
Brent & Whitney Roberts
Elementary
Jay & Stephanie Cousins



10:30 Contemporary
Acolytes:
Barbara & Roger
Elizabeth West
Campbell
Maggie West
Wayne & Sharon Anglim



10:30 Traditional
Gary & Ellie Doughty
Betty & Leonard Adams

Memorials/Honorariums
Sudan Women’s Center
In Honor or Memory of
Jane Robinson

Given by
United Methodist Women

Welcome Table
In Honor or Memory of
Betty Kennedy
Betty Kennedy
Jack Stewart
Betty Kennedy

Given by
Van & JoAnn Myers
Bob & Marilyn Byrtd
Jane Cannon
Jerry & Linda Clevenger

Food Connection
In Honor or Memory of
Betty Kennedy

Given by
Bob & Marilyn Byrd

*Eloise Pearl McElhaney was also baptized on Nov. 9th.
Her picture will be in an upcoming edition of “The Bell”

Welcome!
Ruth Ann Slack was
baptized during the
10:30 Traditional
worship service on
November 9th.
Proud parents are
the Rev.Sarah and
Dave Slack. The
proud big sister is
Rachel Slack.

Welcome!
Sharon Carpenter
joined 1st UMC on
November 9th
during the 10:30
Contemporary
worship service.
Her son Jacob was
already a member.
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This past Sunday, dozens of youth turned out for a
special potluck dinner and “meet and greet” for new
Director of Youth, Nathan Irwin. Nathan took time to
tell everyone a little about himself and opened up the
floor to all kinds of questions. The youth and parents
were all handed surveys so Nathan can get an idea on
what the group believes is going well and what they
want to do in the future.

Upcoming events for Young Adults
ya.firstchurchmaryville@gmail.com
Sunday School Study
The Book of Exodus
Sunday mornings @ 9:15 am in Room 118
Bake pies for Thanksgiving Day Welcome Table
November 25th
6:00 pm in Asbury Hall

