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When I first became a Christian and joined a church back in 1970, I was ignorant about a
lot of things. I had this desire to be faithful to God in all things but I didn't exactly know
what that meant. That was especially true when it came to my "responsibility" concerning
giving to the church.
First of all, I was never told it was not a duty to give but a loving response to God's
gracious, unconditional love for us shown in the person of Jesus. I thought we gave to
pay for the building, the pastor's salary, etc. I didn't know any better.
Second, I was never told that a place to begin in my giving was ten percent of my gross
income. At the time I was making about $9,000 a year. My tithe should have been $900 a
year or $75 a month. Well, I received this letter in the mail telling me to give whatever I
felt God was leading me to give. Feeling generous, I agreed to give $10 a month or $120
a year. And I thought I was being faithful!
Third, I was never told that my need to give was greater than the church's need to
receive it. I was never told that being generous was one of the manifestations of the Holy
Spirit in a believer's life. Giving to the church was more about my growth in faith than the
church or God needing my money. Giving to the church was more about being grateful
for what God had done, is doing and will continue to do in and through my life.
First UMC of Maryville is responding to
needs all over Blount County and
beyond. I thank God for the honor and
privilege to be a part of these ministries.
One way my thankfulness will manifest
itself will be through my giving to the
church. Not because the church needs
my money but simply because I have a
loving desire to do so. Thank you God
for the gift of Jesus!
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You will be receiving an Estimate Of Giving card in the mail very soon. The plan is that
the card will be returned either on November 3rd or 10th during the services of worship.
My prayer is that you will receive the card with joy and thanksgiving and respond
accordingly.
Grace and Peace,

Larry

Items needed by
November 10th!
Details on page 5

Happening at 1st
November 3, 2013—November 9, 2013
Sunday, November 3, 2013
7:35 AM Morning Glory Chorus rehearsal, 249
8:15 AM Morning Glory Worship, Asbury Hall
9:15 AM Sunday School
10:30 AM Traditional Worship, Sanctuary
10:30 AM The Crossing, Asbury Hall
11:45 AM Staff Parish, 243
1:30 PM Compassion Counseling Meeting, 215
3:30 PM Youth Praise Band, The Cove
4:30 PM Youth Handbells, 252, 254
5:10 PM Celebration Singers, 249
5:15 PM Evensong Handbells, 252
6:00 PM Youth, Asbury Hall
6:00 PM Embrace Grace, 215
6:00 PM Bible Study, 214
6:15 PM Men’s Chorus/Morning Glory Cantata rehearsal, 249
6:30 PM 12 Steps for Christians, 213
7:30 PM Chancel Choir, 249
Monday, November 4, 2013
3:30 PM Primary Praise Singers (K & 1st grade)
3:30 PM Merrymakers (2nd & 3rd grade)
3:30 PM Joy Singers (4th-6th grade)
7:00 PM Troop Meeting, Asbury Hall
Tuesday, November 5, 2013
10;00 AM Bible Study, 214
11:30 AM Tuesday lunch for seniors
6:00 PM Devoted Fitness, Wesley Hall
7:00 PM Young Adult Trivia, Smoky Mountain Brewery
7:00 PM AA, 128
7:00 PM Witness, 214
Wednesday, November 6, 2013
3:45 PM Girls Bible Study, Vienna Coffee
5:30 PM Quintet, 2154
Recovery at Maryville, Asbury Hall
5:30 PM Light Meal, Asbury Hall
6:30 PM Celebration Service, Asbury Hall
7:45 PM Sharing Groups (assigned room)
7:00 PM Dude’s Bible Study, Taco Bell
7:00 PM Ladies Bible Study, Panera
7:30 PM Chancel Choir rehearsal, 249
Thursday, November 7, 2013
6:00 AM Men’s Bible Study, 214
10:00 AM Circle 2, 215
10:15 AM Asagao, 252
5:00 PM Welcome Table, Asbury Hall
7:00 PM Adults Pick Up Basketball, Asbury Hall
7:00 PM AA, 128

Sunday commitments for November 3, 2013
Prepare for Worship
Habakkuk 1:15b-2:9
Psalm 145: 1-5, 17-21
(UMH 857)
2 Thessalonians 2: 1-5,
13-17
Luke 20: 27-38
Kids Own Worship
Preschool:
Dave & Jen Flynn
Elementary:
Mark & Shana Dowlen
Staff on call:
Please contact
Brenda (414-8493)
or Larry (414-8494)
Parsonage (233-2712)

Greeters:
 8:15 Morning Glory
Doug & Virginia Hardwick
Lila Eby



10:30 Sanctuary
Chip & Summer Webb
Jackie Abbott
Jill Rollins



10:30 The Crossing
Brett & Maria Coulter
Tim & Trish Badgett
Acolytes:
Elizabeth Giffin
Sophie Shepherd

Memorials
Memorial Fund
In Honor or Memory Of
Given By
Dr. Oscar Simpson
Co-workers of David
Simpson
Dr. Oscar Simpson
Jerry Stone Family
Dr. Oscar Simpson
Charlie & Barbara Barton
Dr. Oscar Simpson
Hope Lewis
Dr. Oscar Simpson
Friends
Mary Wallace
Betty & Harold Bowman
Organ Fund
In Honor or Memory Of
Given By
Bill Blazer
Friend
Building Fund
In Honor or Memory Of
Given By
Hazel Hammontree
Don & Cathy Watson
Hazel Hammontree
Friends
Hazel Hammontree
Hazel Hudson
Hazel Hammontree
Hugh & Launa Hamil
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Churchwide
Thanksgiving
Dinner
November 17th
6:00 pm
During this time of year it
seems like time just speeds up and
we are left scrambling to fit in all
those holiday activities. In about
three weeks, the people of 1st
UMC will be coming together to
say “thanks” for all that God has
provided this year.
The Churchwide Thanksgiving
Dinner is more than just a meal, it
is a time to catch up with folks you
don’t see much during the year; a
time to reflect on all that’s been
done; and listen to the sounds of

the talented youth choir, handbell
choirs and praise band.
It takes a great deal of effort to
make this fantastic event possible.
Volunteers are needed for setup
and cleanup. Contact Ginny West
Case if you would like to help
(ginnywc@fumc-maryville.org).
The Turkey and dressing are
provided, but everyone is asked to
bring a side dish to share.
Reservations are needed in an
effort to get a head count prior to
the event. You can do that by

Rebuilding lives
This summer would you
consider taking a few days to
help reconstruct houses for
the disabled and elderly in
New Jersey? This Hurricane
Sandy relief effort happens
July 6th through July 12th (2014). The trip is open
to all skill levels. Another interest meeting is set for
November 17th in the Inspiration Classroom
(151). The meeting will last about 30 minutes. Come
join this mission and help make a difference in the
lives of those devastated by Sandy.

calling the church office at
982-1273 or going online to
www.fumc-maryville.org and
clicking on “Event Registration.”
Childcare is provided for
preschoolers. The meal is free, but
donations will be accepted to cover
the cost of the turkey and dressing.

I

will praise the name of God
with a song; I will magnify him
with thanksgiving. Psalm 69:30

Are you interested in changing
the world? Do you have great
ideas for churchwide service
projects? If so plan on coming to
a special informational meeting for the next Change
the World Day coming up on Saturday, March 29th.

Change the World Day planning
session
Monday, November 4th
6:30 pm in room 213
Contact Kathryn King (khking@charter.net or
call 621-9179) for more information.

Contact: Asa Majors at rev.asa.lee@gmail.com or 865-982-1273
Our “Undead” study
concludes this Sunday as we
talk about Paul raising
Eutychus from the dead after
falling out of a third story
window. (Paul was preaching and Eutychus fell asleep).
We’ll also look at the wrap up chapter. Even if you
haven’t been able to join us for the whole series, you will
still get great insights from these last two chapters.

Test your trivia skills
November 6th and 19th
Smoky Mountain Brewery @ 7 pm
College Trivia Night is November 12th @ 7 pm
THE CHURCH BELL

Early Thanksgiving
Come celebrate God’s
goodness with us at
Chesapeake’s in Knoxville!
The Young Adults here at 1st
UMC have had a great year
with trivia and there are a lot of gift certificates to
enjoy! If you have been to trivia every time, once or
never before, and are 22 to 35(ish) come join in on
this Thanksgiving Dinner on November 22nd. We’ll
leave the church together at 7 pm and then enjoy
the evening with great food and fellowship. We will
need to make reservations so please let Asa know if
you are coming no later than Sunday, November
17th.
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Adult Ministries

History and great food!
Come join the fun as we head to
Historic Greeneville, TN for a
closer look at the life of
President Andrew Johnson, a
tour of Holston Home for
Children and lunch at the
Farmer’s Daughter.

Contact: Ginny West Case, ginnywc@fumc-maryville.org
865-982-1273

Mighty Musical Monday
November 4th
Leave the church at 10:45 am
Special music by: Amherst Singers, Edie Yeager and
Trey Lindsay.
Lunch afterward at Calhoun’s on the River

Friday, November 15th
Time 8:30 am
A rare opportunity

Tuesday lunches
If you are 60 years or older and are looking for some
company for lunch then consider joining us on Tuesdays
in Wesley Hall at 11:00 am. The meal is free ($3
donation appreciated) and is provided by the Blount
County Office on Aging. All you need to do is call the
church office at 982-1273 and make your reservation.

Riders wanted!
Open to people 60+
Call 724-1331 for details.

Most of the time the closest any of you will get to a
forensics lab is to watch shows like CSI on TV.
However, that’s about to change as you go “behind
the scenes” of the forensic anthropology program at
the University of Tennessee.
Dr. William M. Bass came to Knoxville in 1971
where he built what is now a world renown program.
Tours of the department are rarely offered, but on
Monday, November 18th (Leaving the church at
Noon) you can get a peak inside this world of crime
solving. (Special thanks to Jerry Litton for helping
make this tour possible)

Children of 1st UMC - Proceeds from
the sales of items will benefit Holston
Home for Children in Greeneville, TN.

Olive Branch Olive Oil - Buy extra
virgin, organic, fair trade olive oil from
the Holy Land.

Handmade by sewing hands- Shop for Partners for Just Trade - This booth
holiday placemats, table toppers,
will feature fair trade items such as
pillowcase dolls and quilts.
clothing and jewelry.
Good Neighbors of Blount County Shop the World - As the title
This booth’s selection includes special
suggests, take a trip around the globe
coffee mugs as well as gift baskets filled in just one room.
with different items.
Christmas will be here before you know
it, so why not get a jump start on your
shopping? There are more than 15
vendors this year, each representing a
non--profit group or organization. When
you buy gifts at the fair, you are actually
giving “twice!”
Visit www.fumc-maryille.org to learn
more about each of the vendors and
what to expect at this year’s Alternative
Gift Fair coming your way on November
10th!
VENDORS:
Community Food Connection - Note
cards from famed local photographer
Roger Givens will be on sale at this
booth.
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Humane Society of East TN - Browse
through a selection of T-shirts, animal
gifts and cool ties.

Sudan Women’s Center - Shop for
pillowcases, quilted table runners and
jewelry.

Kuldiga Partnership - Get a taste of
Latvia with the baked gingerbread men
offered at this booth.

The Gate - Christmas ornaments,
chocolate covered pretzels, soy candles
and more await you at this booth .

Mayaworks - Explore the creativity of
Trinity Dental Clinic - Shop for
the women of Guatemala as you browse holiday wreaths, sweets and crafts.
through a variety of handmade items
from this Central American nation.
United Methodist Women - Pecans,
MOJA - Features handmade items from pecans, pecans!
Africa
You can also make donations to:
New Hope Advocacy Center - At this
Recovery at Maryville
year’s booth you will find special 10th
Welcome Table
anniversary ornaments as well as
bracelets.
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For more information on any of these events, please call Denise at
982982-1273 or ee-mail her at djohns@fumcdjohns@fumc-maryville.org .

Operation Christmas Child
You can help brighten a child’s world this Christmas by
helping the Children’s and Youth departments collect
items for Operation Christmas Child. Follow these
simple steps to help.

What are your
children learning?
Sunday, October 20th

1. Find the Christmas tree in the
Narthex or the one in Asbury Hall.
2. Choose an “ornament” listing a
particular item needed for the
boxes.
3. Buy the item.
4. Return the item(s) to the church by
Nov. 10th.

(Last Sunday)
Preschool—4th Grade
Lesson– David Dances
Bible Verses— 2 Samuel 6: 1-19
Tweens
Being called by God (Samuel’s call)

Sunday, November 3rd

You can also pick up an OCC
shoebox and fill it yourself. You will need to include $7
for shipping.

(This Sunday)
Preschool – 4th Grade
Spies in Canaan
Joshua 2: 1-24
Tweens
Knowing yourself (David, Bathsheba & Nathan)

A word of thanks
As this edition of “The Church Bell” goes out to you,
hundreds of people will have visited the church’s
annual Family Fall Celebration. Thanks so very much
to all the volunteers who donated their time to help get
this event ready. Another round of thanks goes to all
the people who donated candy, cupcakes and other
items for the Fall Celebration.
In next week’s edition of “The Church Bell” we’ll bring
you pictures and much more from this year’s Family
Fall Celebration. Also, be looking for pictures soon
online at www.fumc-maryville.org and on the church’s
Facebook page (facebook.com/maryfillefumc).

STAFF DIRECTORY
All e-mails end with @fumc-Maryville.org
unless otherwise noted.
Phone: 865-982-1273
Staff Member
Brenda Carroll
Larry Carroll
Asa Majors
Mark Blodgett
Clayton Hensley
Ginny West Case
Terry Wilson
Susan Daves
Denise Johns
Jane Sanders
Stephen Nelson
Chris Lee
Amelia Geis
Dwain Pesterfield
Paul Brown

Email
Extension
brendac
111
lecarroll65@gmail.com
106
rev.asa.lee@gmail.com
107
mblodgett
103
chensley
100
ginnywc
105
sacmusic
109
sdaves
110
djohns
113
jsanders
101
1stumyouth@gmail.com
202
clee
116
ameliageis@yahoo.com
DwainP602@bellsouth.net
Sherri Justice

Bryan Holder

Winter at Wesley Woods
Camp Creative Christmas
November 12th at 9 am
$10 to register, crafts range from $1-$20
All ages welcome
Christmas Day Camp
December 7th
Cost is $10
Christmas Overnight Camp
December 14-15th
Cost is $55
(Children in 1st—8th grade)
Visit www.campwesleywoods.com for more
information.

Called to clean?
The kitchens at 1st UMC could use your help as we
get set to do deep cleans.
Please contact Karen Parker at 865-776-6721.

The next cleaning is November 4th!
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Maryville First United Methodist Church
804 Montvale Station Road
Maryville, Tennessee 37803
Phone: 865-982-1273
Fax: 865-983-5408

www.fumc-maryville.org

Thanks to all who
helped make Trick-orTreat for UNICEF and
the youth Halloween
meal a great event!
Special thanks to
Talena Douglas and
Cathy Strysneiwicz for
the “worm” and
“batwing” soup, monster
toes and other goulish
treats. Everyone had a
great time collecting
donations in the
Windridge
neighborhood. A total of
the amount collected is
coming soon!

Check out all the great costumes from last Sunday’s youth activities!

If you want to dress up and/or help serve again this week at
the Welcome Table, you have one more opportunity!

