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“We’ve always done it this way.”
We make jokes about that statement in church and hope we’re never the ones saying it.
Truth is, when we say ‘we’ve always done it ….,’ it is usually something meaningful to the
church family. We are talking about tradition. The important thing is not whether we have
ham or turkey, but that we gather. The important thing is not whether we meet upstairs or
downstairs, but that we gather. And honestly, the things that we “always” do usually
change a bit from year to year. Events get tweaked. Logistics become simplified. I
overheard at a planning meeting for our Christmas program, “One year we tried this… one
year we did that…remember the year we did it this way?”
When we talk about traditions, we are saying that these things are meaningful to us and
we want to offer those events to everyone. Tradition can be a way to connect – not to
exclude. As you talk about ‘things we’ve always done,’ be sure to INVITE people and not
assume that they come to the things ‘everybody comes to.’ New people – like your clergy
and families – may not know what you are talking about. Take time to explain and share
what was meaningful and then INVITE!
Brad and I are excited about participating in the traditions here at First Maryville!

Do you have all of these dates on your calendar?
October 26th – 3:00 to 5:00 pm
Fall Fun and Faith Festival – Please call Denise Johns and ask her to give you a job! LOTS of children from
our community come to this event so we need LOTS of volunteers! Call 982-1273 if you want to help.

Sunday evening, November 16th
Thanksgiving Covered Dish Dinner
Special night of food, fellowship, and music!

Sunday evening, December 7th
Christmas Family Fun Night
Youth Choirs and Children’s Choirs and lots of special guests!

Wednesday, December 24th
Christmas Eve at 1st UMC!
2:00 – Child-Friendly Service
6:00 – Dinner for all
7:00 – Traditional (Sanctuary)
Contemporary (Asbury Hall)
10:00 - Traditional

ONLINE ALL THE TIME!






Read The Church Bell online before it’s mailed!
Look at what’s Happening at 1st
Get staff contact information
Get a 1st Look at pictures from church events
Learn about all the ways 1st serves

www.1stchurch.org
and
www.1stchurchevents.org

Keep watching The Church Bell and our online channels for more information on all these events!

Bridge Builders News

1st News

This weekend is the last chance to
get in on the discussion of
Christianity’s Family Tree, a study
from Adam Hamilton. Don’t worry if
you haven’t been a part of any of the
previous discussions. Just pop in to
the class on Sunday morning at 9:15
in room 118.

Habitat dedication
After more than six weeks of work,
volunteers have completed work on
this year’s Habitat Home. As this
edition of The Church Bell goes out,
the home is set to be dedicated.
Bridget Hundley, her daughter Lela
and son Sage now have a home of
their own thanks to the support of
people at 1st UMC.
Brad Lunde and other members of
the Habitat organizing team would
like to thank everyone for their work
on site, financial support and
prayers during this mission.

In next week’s newsletter, we will
have more on the home dedication.
You will also find pictures and
information about the home build
and dedication on the church’s
various online channels.

Bayou Mission
The group above traveled back
down to New Orleans last week for
another Bayou mission trip. Their
work has been going on there for
several years now.
In the past, the mission team has
helped First Grace United Methodist
Church get back on its feet following
Hurricane Katrina.
The seeds planted years ago
continue to reap countless benefits
as the church in New Orleans has
been able to expand its ministry into
the neighborhood around it.

Familiar face
hired to help
with
Children’s
Ministry
Chances are
you’ve seen Carmen Faircloth
helping out in the Children’s
Department over the past few years.
Recently she was hired to serve as
the assistant in Children’s Ministry.
Carmen has worked in child care for
the past eight years.
She graduated from Tusculum
College with a Bachelor’s Degree in
Human Growth and Learning.
Carmen has previously worked at
John Sevier Elementary School and
is also working at Maryville Junior
High School across the street from
the church.
Carmen is honored to be a member
of the church staff and loves all the
children of the church and
community. Please take time to
congratulate Carmen and give her a
warm “welcome” the next time you
see her.

THE CHURCH BELL

Trivia Night
October 21st at 7:00 pm
Smoky Mountain Brewery
Help with Welcome Table
October 30th

Less than three weeks from now, an
important campaign officially kicks
off here at 1st UMC. Invitations go
out this week to the special kickoff
event for the simultaneous capital
and stewardship campaigns.
In addition you should also be
receiving a Q&A brochure about the
renovation plans for the church. This
is an important time for 1st UMC as
we look back to the church’s great
heritage and pray for its great future!

Youth News
As we told you last week, Nathan
Irwin of Memorial UMC in Clinton
will be starting as the new youth
director here at 1st UMC on
November 1st. In the meantime,
parents and other volunteers are
keeping things going. There will be
NO youth worship or small groups
on October 19th. Then on October
26th the youth will be helping
participate in the Fall, Fun & Faith
Festival here at the church with a
game night to follow afterward from
5-7. There are also plans in place to
trick-or-treat for UNICEF.
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More information at www.1stchurch.org
Happening at 1st!

Volunteers still needed to help with the setup, cleanup, hosting the inflatables,
working the games and much more. Cars are also needed for the trunk-or-treat
as well as candy. Contact the church office at 982-1273 or Denise Johns if you
want to help. Help us make this a great event!
During the week of October 26th through November 7th, 1st UMC will
once again be hosting Family Promise. Volunteering with Family Promise is a
great way to show Christ’s love to others. Training is provided during a
session on October 21st at 7 pm in room 151.

This week the Wednesday
night schedule is changing!
Recovery at Maryville is
getting started a little later.
This evening of worship
and fellowship is for
everyone, so why not
come and give it a try?

Church
Directory

On October 21st the folks at Portrait
Café’ will begin taking your
reservations for portrait settings for the
new 1st UMC directory. You can sign up online or
call a toll free number. (Specific information will be
given next week. Registrations will be taken until
November 14th.)
In order to receive a directory, you must have
your picture taken. You will receive a free 8x10
portrait as well as a hard copy of the directory and
access to an online version.
Picture dates are from November 28th
through December 1st and December 4th
through December 8th.
Volunteers are still needed to serve as hosts
during the portrait sessions. If you volunteer you
will be entered into a drawing for one of several
$50 certificates to use toward portrait purchases.
If you want to volunteer contact Jewel Rankin at
jewel1940@gmail.com .

THE CHURCH BELL
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Potluck honoring the volunteers

October 21st @5:30 pm
Asbury Hall
Chicken & drinks provided. Bring a side dish.
RSVP to Larry Ladd 984-6688.

A trip (for adults) is
planned for October 28th
to enjoy the Harvest
Festival at Dollywood.
Transportation is
provided, but you will
need to buy tickets and
food. Call the office at
982-1273 if you plan on
going.

Thanksgiving Dinner
November 16th
Come enjoy great food
and fellowship as well a
closer look at the Great
Heritage of 1st UMC.
More details coming
soon!
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October 19th
8:15 & 10:30

October 26th
8:15 & 10:30

The Church Bell
The Church Bell is published on Mondays at least twice a
month. Below is the schedule from now through January.
October 20th—Full edition
October 27th—Abbreviated edition
November 3rd—Full edition
November 10th—Full edition
November 17th—Special Holiday edition
November 25th—Digital edition only
December 1st—Full Edition
December 8th—Full Edition
December 15th—Full Edition
December 22nd—Digital edition only
December 29th –Digital edition only
January 5th - Full Edition
If you have a story that you would like to have told in
the “Bell”, please contact Clayton Hensley (Director of
Communications) at chensley@fumc-maryville.org or call
982-1273. Deadlines for submissions to the newsletter are
on the Friday before publication on Monday.
You can sign up to receive your “Church Bell” in a digital
edition which often includes interactive links and “extra”
pages. To receive the digital edition please visit
www.1stchurch.org .

1st UMC Staff
All e-mails end with @fumc-maryville.org
unless otherwise noted.
Phone: 865-982-1273
Staff Member

Email

Catherine Nance
Parker Benson
Sarah Slack

cnance
pbenson
sslack

111
106
107

Chris Lee
Mark Blodgett
Clayton Hensley
Terry Wilson
Susan Daves
Denise Johns
Jane Sanders
Amelia Geis-Scott
Dwain Pesterfield

clee
mblodgett
chensley
sacmusic
sdaves
djohns
jsanders
ameliageis@yahoo.com
DwainP602@bellsouth.net

116
103
100
109
110
113
101

Paul Brown

Sherri Justice

Extension

Bryan Holder

Website: www.1stchurch.org

