“Family Hold Back!”
I had a friend who was from a large family (meaning there were 6 children). All those children
were in school and all were very social and likely to bring home friends. They had a way of
signaling each other if the provisions at the supper table were getting skimpy before everyone was
served. “FHB on the mashed potatoes,” might be heard. That would mean, “family hold back” on
the mashed potatoes, so our guests can have some. This family was an “every Sunday” kind of
church family. They all learned at an early age to love Jesus. And then, they were taught in all
they did at home and in the community to live and love like Jesus. Even at the supper table, they
were taught to sacrifice for the guest among them. There was nothing extravagant about their
lifestyle. Today those children are doing some amazing things in the world. At least two have
ended up in some form of ministry related to the church.
“Family hold back.” What an interesting concept. Most of us who tithe began that practice by
sacrificing some of the non-essentials in our spending patterns in order to give back to God’s work
one tenth of our income. It might have started with “FHB” on the trips to McDonald’s and Mr.
Gatti’s and on impulse buying or the latest expensive pair of Nikes , or now the latest coolest
phone or iPad.
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Yesterday you heard from Anita Henderlight, who works for an
organization whose goal is to educate girls and war orphans in
South Sudan. Her passion is very contagious. She leaned into a
call from God to make a difference in South Sudan and found an
open door through Africa Education Leadership Initiative. She
spends half of her time in Sudan and half of her time in the States
raising funds. At $500 per student, for food, shelter, and clothing,
much help is needed.
I want you to be aware that there is a second and wholly different ministry in South Sudan, in a
little village of Pukuka. A couple of years ago, our Church Council, on behalf of you---the
congregation of FUMC---signed a covenant. We wanted to focus on one village and try to make a
difference there. Our first project was to build a church. We have also paid for many students to
go to school.
I recently asked our missionary on the ground there what the
current needs are, related to our covenant. Here is his
response. “Pastoral support would be $1200 per year.
Teacher support would be $4800 per year. Scholarships would
be $3500 for next year. $1000 would fund teacher training and
resources. And the next structural need for the village is a four
room nursery school, which would cost in today’s exchange
rate $45,000. Wow! That would be a stretch for us! Just
wondering….what kind of FHB would that take? The $10,000
looks doable. The nursery school looks daunting. To the right, is a picture of the children in
nursery school as they now have it.
What do you want to try, church? Give me some feedback. Habitat wants us to build a house
next year. We have exciting outreach happening here every week. What is God calling us to do?
The mustard seed is the standard. (reference to yesterday’s sermon…..make up session
available…..) I am surely serious about conversations about the possibilities on our doorstep.
Conversations with me….not without me. And certainly….you and I need to be in conversation
with our Lord. What are you thinking, Lord! What are you thinking, Lord? The conversation
begins.

Brenda
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Pecan sales
underway!
Prices and details on
page 4!
Proceeds benefit United
Methodist Women
mission projects!

Happening at 1st
October 13, 2013—October 19, 2013
Sunday, October 13, 2013
7:35 AM Morning Glory Chorus rehearsal, 249
8:15 AM Morning Glory Worship, Asbury Hall
9:15 AM Sunday School
10:30 AM Traditional Worship, Sanctuary
10:30 AM The Crossing, Asbury Hall
3:30 PM Youth Praise Band, The Cove
4:30 PM Youth Handbells, 252, 254
5:10 PM Celebration Singers, 249
5:15 PM Evensong Handbells, 252
6:00 PM Youth, Asbury Hall
6:00 PM Embrace Grace, 215
6:00 PM Bible Study, 214
6:15 PM Men’s Chorus/Morning Glory Cantata rehearsal, 249
6:30 PM 12 Steps for Christians, 213
Monday, October 14, 2013
10:30 AM Circle 3, 214
11:30 AM Men’s Connection, Asbury Bistro
3:30 PM Primary Praise Singers (K & 1st grade)
3:30 PM Merrymakers (2nd & 3rd grade)
3:30 PM Joy Singers (4th-6th grade)
Tuesday, October 15, 2013
5:30 PM Food Connection Potluck, Asbury Hall
6:00 PM Devoted Fitness, Wesley Hall
7:00 PM Young Adult Trivia, Smoky Mountain Brewery
7:00 PM AA, 128
Wednesday, October 16, 2013
3:45 PM Girls Bible Study, Vienna Coffee
5:30 PM Quintet, 2154
Recovery at Maryville, Asbury Hall
5:30 PM Light Meal, Asbury Hall
6:30 PM Celebration Service, Asbury Hall
7:45 PM Sharing Groups (assigned room)
5:30 PM Quintet, 215
7:00 PM Dude’s Bible Study, Taco Bell
7:30 PM Chancel Choir rehearsal, 249
Thursday, October 17, 2013
6:00 AM Men’s Bible Study, 214
10:15 AM Asagao, 252
4:00 PM Flu Shots, 151
5:00 PM Welcome Table, Asbury Hall
7:00 PM AA, 128
Saturday, October 12, 2013
7:30 AM One morning to change a life,
Young Adult Service Project

Sandy Relief Mission Trip
Informational Meeting
Sunday, October 27th
11:30 am
Room 153 (Heritage Class)
The outreach team is looking for YOUR help putting
together a mission trip to the Northeast where more than a
year ago, Hurricane Sandy battered the region. If you are
interested in participating please plan on attending this brief
meeting.
THE CHURCH BELL

Sunday commitments for October 13, 2013
Prepare for Worship
Jeremiah 29: 1, 4-7
Psalm 66: 1-12 (UMH 790)
2 Timothy 2: 8-15
Luke 17: 11-19

Greeters:
 8:15 Morning Glory
Ron & Mary Cate
Larry & Hilda Chesney


Kids Own Worship
Preschool:
Mike & Janel Nocton
Elementary:
Stephen & Jennifer Daves
Staff on call:
Please contact
Brenda (414-8493)
or Larry (414-8494)
Parsonage (233-2712)

10:30 Sanctuary
Steve & Claudia Hutsell
Gene & Peggy Winck



10:30 The Crossing
William Russell
John & Sally Thierbach
Acolytes:
Sara Kate White
Delaney White

The next few months promise to be busy ones
here at 1st UMC. While “The Church Bell” is a
great way to keep up with what’s happening, it is
only part of the communications picture.
Every day we’re bringing you news about what’s
happening, reminders of events and meetings and
ways to join discussions on a wide range of topics.
If you haven’t already done so, why not go to our
Facebook page and “Like” it.
It’s simple and it helps you become part of the
conversation.

www.facebook.com/maryvillefumc

Memorials
Organ Fund
In Honor or Memory Of
Bill Blazer

Given By
A Friend

The flowers on the altar are given in memory of Clyde J.
Peery, Sr., given by Marceil, Clyde & Kathryn, Mary Helen &
Ashley Peery and Alicia & Bobby Luttrell.
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Saying thanks

Served in September
Each week dozens of dedicated volunteers come out on
Thursday nights to “welcome” people from throughout
the community to a free dinner here at 1st UMC. The
Welcome Table celebrates its 3rd birthday this week!
Here is a look at how many people were served in Sept.
Sept. 5 —205
Sept. 12—227
Sept. 19—198
Sept. 26—238

Total

868

Falling in love with art
As the leaves outside begin
to change colors, new art
work is beginning to appear
at 1st UMC. Last week,
Jan Jennings and others
began changing out the
paintings and other artful
creations lining the
hallways upstairs.

Because of support from you and
people all across Blount County,
the Food Connection has been
going strong now for more than
20-years. This ecumenical
ministry provides emergency
groceries to thousands of people
each month.
On October 15th, all volunteers,
donors and the community are
invited to a special “volunteer” potluck dinner here at
1st UMC (Asbury Hall). BBQ and drinks will be
provided. All you need to bring is a side dish, salad or
desert.

4th Annual “Volunteer” Potluck Dinner
Tuesday, October 15th
5:30 pm in Asbury Hall

This art appreciation ministry
provides a way for our artists to
share their creations with
hundreds of people.

Two ways to sign up:
Call Michelle at 379-9317
Send e-mail to volunteer @cfcblount.com
(please provide # of people coming and what you are
bringing, i.e. side dish, salad or desert)

Monday, October 14th
When you get a chance be sure
and take a walk around to see
for yourself what’s new.
.

Asbury Place Bistro (in the Clubhouse)

11:30 am
Contact Ron Werker
@ 414-8912 if you plan to attend

Contact: Asa Majors at rev.asa.lee@gmail.com or 865-982-1273

Opportunity to serve
Do you want to help change the world? If the
answer is yes, then join the Young Adults at
1st UMC as you engage in service to others
on October 19th. Together with the Blount
Housing Repair Collaborative this experience
provides a great way to express your faith
and faithfulness by doing repair work on an
individual’s home. Such a simple act of
kindness can go a long way in changing
someone’s life.
If you can’t make it to the workday you can still make
donations toward the project. Lunch will be provided at
a cost of $4. Come spend one morning changing a life!

One morning to change a life
(with Blount Housing Repair Collaborative)

Join the discussion!
Sundays at 9:15 am

Trivia nights
October 2nd and
October
15th
7 pm at Smoky Mtn. Brewery

October 19th
7:30 am to 1:00 pm
Sign up online at www.fumc-maryville.org
Contact Asa for more information at 982-1273.

THE CHURCH BELL
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Adult Ministries

How to stop bullying
October 20th @ Noon
Wesley Hall
Lunch is $10

Contact: Ginny West Case, ginnywc@fumc-maryville.org
865-982-1273

Protect yourself
The Centers for Disease
Control recommends
everyone 6 months or
older get their yearly flu
vaccine by October. This
year there will be as many
as 139 million doses
produced and this year there is more variety in the
types of protection you can get.

Bullying is a problem we often hear
about, but don’t necessarily know
how to address. Coming up on October 20th, YOU
are invited to learn more about Bullying and how YOU
can help stop it.

On Thursday, October 17th, Walgreens will set up a
flu shot clinic here at 1st UMC in room 151 from 4:00
pm until 6:30 pm. Special doses are available for
people over 65 and for pregnant women. Both of
these vaccines along with the traditional flu shot will be
offered at this clinic. The cost is $25.99 unless you are
a Medicare or Medicaid card holder, in which case they
are free.

Lunch will be served at the event. The cost is $10 (free
for children). Childcare will also be provided. Sign up
online at www.fumc-maryville.org or call 982-1273.

A circle of opportunity
Last week Linda Ueland of the New Opportunity School
for Women at Maryville College, paid a visit to 1st UMC.
Ueland, who is in charge of establishing this special
program, was a guest of Circle 1.
The New Opportunity
School for women began 26
years ago at Berea College
in Kentucky and is now at
four colleges. The NOSW
reaches out to
undereducated and
unemployed women helping
them build self-esteem and
learn skills which can help
them become more self-sufficient.

Making Tuesday terrific
We are trying something new
for seniors here at 1st UMC.
If you are 60 or older you can
come to Wesley Hall on
Tuesday mornings at 11:00
and enjoy a free lunch.
Last week a few of “the Bell ladies” and others tested
out this new program from the Blount County Office on
Aging. All you have to do to get the meal is sign up by
calling 982-1273 then come by the church on Tuesday
when the meals are delivered here.

Dollywood Harvest & Gospel Celebration
October 11th
Bus leaves at 8:30 am
(You are responsible for buying your tickets and food.
Transportation provided for $5)

Fall Train Excursion
October 21st @ 10 am
Coach tickets still available for $38 each
(six spots still left on the bus)

Ueland told the women gathered last Thursday that 700
women have gone through the program since it began.
Of those women, 72 percent went on to get a college
degree. The Maryville College program will be three
weeks long and starts in July 2014. Fourteen slots will
be available. During the three weeks, the students will
be immersed in a curriculum that includes courses on
self-esteem, literature, basic computers and financial
literacy. The women will also be offered internships
during the program.
To learn more about the New Opportunity School for
Women check out the program’s website,
www.nosw.org.
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1st UMC’s own Suzanne Stratton, Greta Smith, and
Glenn Doig will all bring their individual expertise in the
matter to a special workshop at noon in Wesley Hall.
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Things are about to get A LITTLE NUTS around here.
The United Methodist Women are now accepting
orders for pecans. The prices are the same as 2012,
but will cost $1 per bag more if you wait until the
Alternative Gift Fair on November 10th.
1# bag of mammoth pecan halves—$10
1# medium pecan pieces—$10
12 oz. bag dark chocolate pecans—$8
12 oz. bag milk chocolate pecans—$8
12 oz bag cinnamon pecans—$8
8 oz. bag glazed pecans—$8
Please place you order by October 27th!
Contact any of the women below to order your pecans!

Mary Kay Hamlin—mk323@att.net
Frances Hodge—jfhodge@aol.com

Mary Helen Peery– mhpeery@me.com
Linda Richards—tlrich@charter.net

What are your children learning?
Sunday, October 6th
(Last Sunday)
Preschool—4th Grade
Lesson– Samuel Anoints David
Bible Verses— 1 Samuel 16: 1-13
Tweens
God providing (the people wander)

Sunday, October 13
(Next Sunday)
Preschool – 4th Grade
Lesson—David and Goliath
1 Samuel 17:1-51a
Tweens
Working together
(the walls of Jericho)

Carving out some fun!
Fall just wouldn’t be the same
without taking time out to
carve a pumpkin or two.
Coming up on October 26th
(from 4-6 pm) children up to
6th grade are invited to the
friendship shelter for a
Pumpkin Carving Party!
Please bring your own pumpkin and carving tools as
well as pizza to share with your family and friends and
either a dessert or side dish. We’ll provide the drinks,
paper plates, silverware and napkins.

Looking ahead to Christmas
If you enjoy working on crafts Denise needs your help! In
order to provide the children with opportunities of making
special Christmas ornaments this year, some adult work
needs to be completed first. If this “prep” work sounds like
a job for you, just call Denise Johns at 268-2921.

On a mission

October 20th
6:00 pm
Asbury Hall

The Children’s and Youth departments are teaming up to
work on Operation Christmas Child. This mission has
provided millions of gifts, packed in a “shoe” box to
children in more than 150 countries since 1993. The goal
set here at 1st UMC is to put together 200 of these boxes
to send.

Form a team and
compete or come enjoy
these great tastes of fall
supporting Wesley
Woods by voting with
your $$$!

Families or individuals can buy items and fill their own box
or they can chose to purchase a large quantity of individual
items which will be put in the boxes.

Are YOU ready to be a chili champion? Or do you
just like to be on the sidelines? Whatever the case,
make plans to be here at 1st UMC on the night of
October 20th.
Teams from across the Maryville District will fill
Asbury Hall with decorated booths, desserts and of
course bowls and bowls filled with chili. It costs $25 to
enter a pot of chili and $10 to enter a dessert.
You can go online to get an entry form or pick one
up in the church office.

www.campwesleywoods.com
THE CHURCH BELL

Donate your TIME by volunteering to man a station or
decorate a car for the trunk-or-treat.
Donate ITEMS like bags of individually wrapped candies
or snacks and/or cupcakes for the cupcake walk
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Two Christmas trees will be going up soon, one in the main
entrance to the church and the other in Asbury Hall. The
trees will have numerous tags on them, each listing a
needed item. Operation Christmas Child will end with a
packing party (date TBD). The cost to ship each box is $7
so cash donations are also appreciated.
More details coming. In the meantime please contact
Denise Johns or Stephen Nelson for more information. All
donations for the boxes need to be turned in to the church
by November 10th, so there will be enough time to pack
and ship them.

Maryville First United Methodist Church
804 Montvale Station Road
Maryville, Tennessee 37803
Phone: 865-982-1273
Fax: 865-983-5408

www.fumc-maryville.org

