Great news for a new year!
This year is sure to be filled with celebration as Methodism in Blount County celebrates
200 years and 1st United Methodist Church marks its 150th anniversary. As we look back
at the great heritage of the church, there is also big news regarding its great future.
Following months of planning and countless hours of work from volunteers and staff, the
goal of raising $3.8-million for renovations has been reached. Praise GOD! and thank you
for your generosity and faithfulness to the ministry and mission of the church.
The next physical transformation of the church is
set to begin in April as renovation work starts in
the Sanctuary. (This would happen after Easter
Sunday). Work there is expected to take at least
three months with work on the children’s wing
starting in early Summer. All work, including
renovations to Wesley & Asbury Halls should be
finished by the end of October.
Throughout the renovations, some areas of the
church will not be useable and there will be
changes made to many church activities. As we proceed we will be letting you know about
those changes through all of our church communications channels including here in
The Church Bell and online at www.1stchurch.org.
In addition to reaching the Capital Campaign goal, the Stewardship goal was also reached,
another reason to celebrate! Thank you to everyone for your hard work in getting this project
closer to reality and may God continue to bless all that you do through him here at 1st
United Methodist Church.
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What a wonderful Christmas season!
I have reminded us over and over that Christmas lasts twelve days! I am writing this on Epiphany Day (January
6th) and I must admit I was very sad when I saw our custodians taking down the Christmas trees and wreaths.
Can’t there be a thirteenth day of Christmas? We had such a glorious Christmas season with special music all
during advent! Each worship service had its own musical celebration. A televised
cantata with choir and orchestra! It was all wonderful!
We did things a little differently this year on Christmas Eve with a
2:00 service and TWO services at 7:00.
We had 127 at the two o’clock service. Many parents said, “Thank
you!” for having an earlier service where children could participate
AND get to grandparents’ house for supper AND get in bed early for
Santa. More than 200 people joined together for a meal at 6:00 in
Asbury Hall. It was wonderful seeing old friends and new friends,
church members and members of the community, folks who normally
come to Recovery and folks who normally come to Sunday morning
all eating together!
Three-hundred twenty worshipped in the Sanctuary at 7:00 with strings and organ accompanying on hymns;
94 people worshipped in Asbury Hall with electric guitar and drums singing old carols with a new beat!
One-hundred sixty-five came to the 10:00 service. I always think “Silent Night” sounds better the later at night it
is sung!
We will be planning next year before you know it! Christmas Eve
is on a Thursday which means our Welcome Table Meal and our
Church Family Christmas Meal will be glorious. Everyone eating
together! Will we offer another contemporary Christmas Eve
service? Seems we may have started some new traditions.
On this Epiphany Day, when we celebrate God’s Light being
shared with ALL of the world, I guess you could say this is the
thirteenth day of Christmas. And tomorrow will be the fourteenth.
I hope that we can take the thrill of Christmas Eve night, the joy
of Christmas Day and the Light of Epiphany into all of the year.

1st UMC Staff
All e-mails end with @fumc-maryville.org
unless otherwise noted.
Phone: 865-982-1273

The Church Bell
The Church Bell is published on Mondays at least twice
a month. If you have a story that you would like to have told
in the “Bell”, please contact Clayton Hensley (Director of
Communications) at chensley@fumc-maryville.org or call
982-1273. Deadlines for submissions to the newsletter are
on the Friday before publication on Monday.
You can sign up to receive your “Church Bell” in a digital
edition which often includes interactive links and “extra”
pages. To receive the digital edition please visit
www.1stchurch.org .
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A sermon series for the
New Year
In the New Year, people make resolutions to pray
more, to study scripture, and to become more involved
in church. As we begin 2015, you are invited to
explore the “I am” sayings of Jesus, what they mean
for us today and what they reveal about who Jesus
said he IS.
This sermon series begins on January 11th and
continues through February 15th in both of the 10:30
worship services.

1st News
Over the next six weeks, while the 10:30 services focus
on the “I am…” sayings of Jesus, the 8:15 traditional
worship service will focus on different themes. Below is a
look at what you can expect in the early morning worship
service.
January 11th - Recovery Pt. 1, The Prodigal Son
Luke 15:11 – 24
January 18th - Recovery Pt. 2, The Big Brother
January 25th -Recovery Pt. 3, The Good Samaritan
February 1st - Sermon on the Mount, Pt. 1
Matthew 5:1-12, Blessed Are...
February 8th - Sermon on the Mount, Pt. 2
Matthew 5:13 – 16, Salt & Light
February 15th Love Is the Greatest
I Corinthians 13:1-13
Beginning February 22nd, all three services will focus on
same scripture and theme for the Lenten Season.

When Jesus spoke again to
the people, he said, “I am the
light of the world. Whoever
follows me will never walk in
darkness, but will have the
light of life.”
John 8:12

January 11th January 18th January 25th February 1st February 8th -

#iamsayings

I am the light of the world. (John 8:12)
I am the door. (John 10:9)
I am the good shepherd. (John 10:11)
I am the bread of life. (John 6:35)
I am the resurrection and the life.
(John 11:25-26)

More to explore
For those of you looking for more insight on the “I am”
sayings beyond the sermons on Sunday mornings,
why not come to Rev. Catherine Nance’s study on the
Gospel of John.
The study will be offered on both Wednesday mornings
at 9:15 in room 128 and 7:00 pm in room 214
beginning January 14th.

The Bible is a great tool to use in our daily
lives, but too often many of us only study it
a few verses or possibly a few chapters at
a time. Starting at the beginning of
February, 1st United Methodist Church will
offer the Covenant Bible Study, a chance
to study the entire Bible in a way designed
to better fit in to your busy schedules.
This in-depth study is divided into three
8-week sessions that will be begin at
different times during the year with breaks
in between each session. According to its
website, the Covenant Bible Study “centers
around our relationships with God, with
each other, and with the world.”
Each session includes a 20-minute video
conversation between Biblical experts
designed to create more conversation
among the Covenant groups. There are
assigned readings and other tasks with
each session and you will need to
purchase a student book before classes
begin. Sign-ups will begin soon.

You can sign up online at:

www.1stchurch.org
(under “event registration)
or call the church office at

Wednesdays beginning February 4th
@10:00 am and 6:30 pm

982-1273.
THE CHURCH BELL
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Music ministries gear up for 2015
Following a busy Christmas season, some of the choirs
at 1st UMC took a bit of a break, and now they are
ready to get back to work in the New Year. Here is a
look at start-up dates and times.

In December 976
people were served

Continuous
7:35 am Morning Glory Chorus, 249
Started back on Wednesday, January 7th
Chancel Choir @ 7:30pm

A new year …. A new start

Starting back on Sunday, January 11th
Youth Handbells @4:30 pm
Celebration Singers @5:10 pm
Evensong Handbells @5:15 pm
Starting back on Monday, January 12th
Primary Praise, Merrymakers & Joy Singers @3:30 pm
(K-1st)
(2nd/3rd)
(4th-6th)
Starting back on Thursday, January 15th
Asagao Handbells @10:15 am
The New Year is here, so why not make a resolution to
join the music ministries? Contact Terry Wilson, Susan
Daves or Chris Lee for more information on how you
can be a part of it by calling 982-1273 (or see page 2 for
ways to contact them by email).

Resolve to read more!
In 2014 did you get to read as much as
you had hoped to do? Did you get to
share that joy of reading with others? If
not, there is something you can do in
2015 to keep that resolution to read
more in the New Year.
The 1st UMC book club meets on the 3rd Monday of each
month to discuss books that are selected during the
January meeting. The group meets in the church library
(room 205). A variety of selections are chosen each year
and include fiction, non-fiction, biographies, autobiographies and more. The discussion and fellowship is
lively and warm, so come join the fun.
If you have any questions you can call Sally Thierbach
at 233-0365.

The 1st UMC Book Club
Meets 3rd Monday of Every month
10:00 to 11:00 am in the Church Library
(January meeting is at Sally Thierbach’s home)
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Knit Together
If you can knit or crochet,
come and join us for this
prayerful, inspiring and fun
ministry! Even if you don’t
know how to knit or crochet,
we will teach you. We are
knitting baptismal blankets
for infants, prayer shawls for
those experiencing a period
of transition in their lives, and hats for the homeless. We
have a great fellowship time and would love to have you
join the group.
If you know of someone who is need of receiving a
prayer shawl, or can’t make it to the meetings but would
like to knit/crochet at home please contact Sally
Thierbach at 233-0365 or email:
sthierbach@gmail.com.

You’re invited!
January 12th
11:30 am
Asbury Bistro
(Contact Ron Werker at
865-414-8912 for more information)
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Children’s Corner
Contact: Denise Johns, djohns@fumc-maryville.org

Call 982-1273 or text to 865-679-0247
Sign up for events at www.1stchurch.org or call 982-1273

New ministry in the works
Wednesday nights in the future will be focused on the
family. The Children’s Ministry Department is currently
looking at developing a program on that night for children
and families.
The plan is to begin sometime in February with children and
parents coming together for dinner and the children
spending 45-minutes in a classroom setting.
Before this new ministry can begin, volunteers are needed
to make it happen. If you have a heart for children and
want to help, please contact Denise Johns at the phone
numbers or email listed in the block above.

The Rev. Sarah Slack
reads a story to the
children during the
2:00 pm service on
Christmas Eve.

Renewing the commitment
January is a wonderful time to recommit to attending
Sunday School. The children’s program is led every
Sunday by wonderful and dedicated volunteers who
love children. The classes are divided into age groups
and the children are learning many wonderful Bible
stories. If you are interested in helping with children’s
ministries, please contact Denise Johns (information in
the box in the upper left corner).

Confirmation classes begin
This past Sunday Catherine kicked off the newest
confirmation class with six, sixth graders coming to her
house for some pizza and conversation. This coming
weekend, the Confirmation class will be going on a
weekend retreat.
If you have a 6th grader interested in going through the
process of Confirmation, please contact Catherine. This
year, instead of holding the Confirmation ceremony
during the morning services on Palm Sunday, there will
be a separate service for the Confirmands the night of
March 29th

Staying social
At the end of 2014, the numbers of “likes” on the
church facebook page reached 638 and the number
continues to grow. On Twitter the church now has 174
followers and there are 125 followers on Instagram.

We’re just a few weeks away from the
start of another Family Promise Host
Week. It’s coming up from February 1st
through the 8th. Volunteers are needed
to help keep this ministry going strong.
Training for volunteers is set for January
27th at 7:00 pm in room 151 and should
last about an hour.
If you have any questions please contact
Mavis Ziegler at 865-748-0532.

While there is much to celebrate as these social media
channels continue to gain followers, the most important
thing is the engagement from users like you.
In 2015 we hope you join the many conversations
online and help us tell the story of 1st United Methodist
Church to others.
Please visit www.1stchurch.org for links to all of our
social media sites which can be found in the bottom
left of the screen.

COMING SOON!
THE CHURCH BELL
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Trail ministry talk!

The Bridge Builders ended 2014 with a brunch at the
Copper Cellar. It provided a time to catch up with each
other after a busy Christmas season. Now it’s time to
focus on 2015.
Starting this Sunday, January 11th there will be a new
study on Sunday mornings. The series is called The
Case for Christ. Here’s a taste of what this DVD and
book study is all about:
A seasoned journalist chases down the biggest story on
record in The Case for Christ. Retracing his own spiritual
journey from atheism to faith, former Chicago Tribune legal
editor Lee Strobel cross-examines a dozen experts with
tough, point-blank questions in search of credible evidence
that Jesus of Nazareth was positively the Son of God. This
riveting quest for the truth about history's most compelling
figure reads like a captivating, fast-paced novel, yet it's
anything but fiction!

The Appalachian Trail Chaplaincy is a
relatively new ministry of the Holston
Conference of the United Methodist Church.
The purpose of the ministry is to bring
comfort and support to hikers along the trail
which runs from Georgia to Maine and
crosses through much of the Holston
Conference.
On January 25th, the Christian Living Class
of 1st UMC has invited Chaplain Dave Smith
here to share stories and tell you more about
this special ministry.
Everyone is invited to meet Dave at this
special event on January 25th during the
Sunday School hour (9:15 to 10:15 am) in
Wesley Hall.

The Bridge Builders meet in room 118, Sundays at 9:15
am. Everyone is welcome to come and be part of the
discussion.
Help with the Welcome Table
January 29th, Arrive by 6:00
to help with cleanup

Courtesy: www.holston.org

Memorials and Honorariums
Organ Fund
In memory of
Laura Trundle

Given by
Linda & Bob Smith

In memory of
Conrad Krack
Conrad Krack
Conrad Krack
Conrad Krack
Conrad Krack
Conrad Krack

Given by
Jan Matthews
Bill & Barbara Wislen
Garry & Barbara Kahn
Susan & Roger Bigelow
Lemongrass
Karl & Sherry Miller

Music Fund

Children’s Ministry
In honor of
R. T. & Clara Ousley

Recovery Fund
In memory of
Dane McCoy
Betty Kennedy
Conrad Krack
In honor of
1st UMC Staff
Steve & Sandra
Monroe

Welcome Table
In memory of
Elsie Carroll
In honor of
Mike & Ibby Davis

Given by
Their Family

Memorial Fund
In memory of
Laura Trundle
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Given by
Martha Ragland
Ernie & Pat Blankenship
Ernie & Pat Blankenship
Given by
Ernie & Pat Blankenship
Dallas, Amber & Ada Monroe
Given by
Christian Forum Class
Given by
John & Martha Pittener

Outreach Program
In memory of
Conrad Krack

Given by
Elizabeth McClurg

Given by
Fay Adams

Page 6

HAPPENING AT
Sunday, January 11, 2015
7:35 AM Morning Glory Chorus
rehearsal, 249
8:15 AM Morning Glory Worship, Asbury Hall
9:15 AM Sunday School
10:30 AM Traditional Worship, Sanctuary
10:30 AM Contemporary Worship, Asbury Hall
4:30 PM Youth Handbells
5:10 PM Celebration Singers, 249
5:15 PM Evensong Handbells, 252
Monday, January 12, 2015
3:30 PM Primary Praise Singers (K-1st)
3:30 PM Merrymakers (2nd/3rd)
3:30 PM Joy Singers (4th-6th)
7:00 PM Scouts, Asbury Hall

Christmas Eve
2014
(More picture on Facebook and
at www.1stchruch.org)

Tuesday, January 13, 2015
11:00 AM Lunch for 60 plus, 215
6:00 PM Primary Players, Wesley Hall
7:00 PM AA, 128
7:00 PM Pickleball, Asbury Hall
Wednesday, January 14, 2015
9:15 AM Gospel of John Bible Study, 128
Recovery at Maryville
6:00 PM Light Meal, Asbury
7:00 PM Worship, Asbury
8:10 PM Share Groups, Asbury
6:30 PM Gospel of John Bible study, 214
7:30 PM Chancel Choir, 249
Thursday, January 15, 2015
6:00 AM Men’s Bible Study, 214
10:15 AM Asagao Handbells, 252
Friday, January 16, 2015
7:45 AM Family Promise Board, 214
8:00 PM The Gate Dance, Asbury Hall
Saturday, January 17, 2015
9:00 AM Pickleball, Asbury Hall

Church Directory Update

Sunday commitments for Sunday 1/11/15
Greeters:
 8:15 Traditional
LeRoy Rud
Ray Pack
Ed Waters

Kids Own Worship:
Preschool
Kevin and Amanda Painter
Elementary
Summer and Chip Webb



Acolytes:
Anna Henneke
Lauren Schrock

10:30 Traditional
Jane Pesterfield
Janet Harville
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For the last couple of months, you’ve been sending in
pictures or having them taken, for use in the new Church
Directory. We still haven’t received pictures from everyone
and want to make sure this directory is as complete as
possible.
It will be a great tool for the new ministers (and the rest of
us) to use in getting to know the hundreds of families who
attend 1st UMC-Maryville. If you have a picture to submit
please email it to chensley@fumc-maryville.org or bring
it by the office to scan. Also, if you had pictures taken for
the last directory we can use those too, you just need to let
us know.
The deadline for submissions is January 15th.
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Resurrection 2015
This year, the Holston Conference youth event known as
Resurrection celebrates its 30th anniversary. One of the most
popular speakers from years’ past, Reggie Dabbs, returns along
with the group The City Harmonic .
The youth of 1st UMC will be heading to the event in Gatlinburg on
January 23rd—25th. Many of you have already registered and the
early registration date of January 4th has passed, but there is still
plenty of time to register. Late registration is open until January
18th.
The cost of late registration is $175 and is still significantly less
expensive than the cost of the trip last year. So, consider joining us
for this unforgettable weekend. If you have any questions or need
forms emailed to you please contact Nathan Irwin at
1stumyouth@gmail.com.

