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The past couple of weeks you have
been asked to start inviting folks to
church on September 21st, National
Back to Church Sunday.
There are special activities planned
for that day and the church will be
promoting ways for people to get
involved in the many activities here
at 1st UMC.

Who will you invite?

On page 3, you will find out more
about the power of an invite and
tools for inviting someone on this
special day.
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www.1stchurch.org

Is this your house?
When I was helping (working would be misleading) at the Habitat House a few Saturdays ago, a couple that I
did not recognize pulled up in their car and began to set up a tripod with a camera to take pictures. Assuming
they were church members, I walked up to them and said, “Hi! I’m Catherine Nance. Thanks for being here! I’ve
not met you yet.” They smiled and told me their names and then asked, “Is this your house?”
I was not prepared for that question. I found out they were from another church that is preparing for a build and
they had stopped by to get some promotional pictures.
Is this your house? I have to confess and admit, and I am ashamed, that I was offended a little by the question.
At the Habitat site, we all have on old clothes, but isn’t there something about me that says Home-Owner-WhoHas-Never-Been-Behind-On-Mortgage? Isn’t there something about me that says Has-Always-Had-Good-JobAnd-Never-Needed-Assistance?
I was ashamed at the shock that went through me that I had been mistaken for ‘one of the least of these.’ But
the incident reminded me that regardless of how hard we strive to see the face of Jesus in everyone and how
hard we strive to believe that we are all precious children of God, there is that force in us that wants to divide
and separate and put people in a pecking order.
So, if I were asked the question again, I pray that I would give a better answer. Whether I am (or you are) at the
Habitat site or in New Orleans or in New Jersey or Dominican Republic or Sudan, the answer is “Yes. This is
my house. This is my house because I am a part of First UMC Maryville who is building or refurbishing or
supporting or whatever. Yes. This is my house because the people who live here or hope to live here are
children of God just like my family and me. Yes. This is my house because as a disciple of Christ I am called to
care about my brothers’ and sisters’ needs as if they are my own.”
Thank you for letting me be honest and for confessing. We can only grow together spiritually when we are
honest in our struggles.
God bless you!

Catherine

Getting through the Old Testament:
FOR BEGINNERS
Led by Rev. Catherine Nance
No need to be embarrassed! Many of us who have
grown up in the church cannot find Habakkuk … or
even knew he existed. We’ve started reading the Old
Testament but then “it just got too hard.” This is a
study for newcomers to the church, or folks who know
that there is a Jacob and Esau, but have no idea how
they are related or where to find them in the Bible.
This study will cover:








Basic introduction to YOUR Bible – so bring
your bible if you have one. Looking at all those
different tables of contents, maps, notes. Who
wrote all that stuff?
Different types of literature in the Bible –
Poetry, History, Narrative, Wisdom….what does
all that mean?
Survey of the Covenant Story – going through
sections of the Bible and seeing who is related to
whom?
How do we interpret Old Testament scriptures
today? Why do we need the Old Testament?
Wednesday nights at 6:30 (starting Sept. 10th)
Sundays at 7:00 pm (starting Sept. 14th)

Sign up online at: www.1stchurch.org
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Help spread the word!
Day by day, as they spent
much time together in the
temple, they broke bread at
home and ate their food with
glad and generous
hearts, praising God and having
the goodwill of all the people.
And day by day the Lord added
to their number those who were
being saved.
Acts 2:46-47
At 1st United Methodist Church we are all called to
TELL the world about Christ. The American
Religious Identification Survey showed that 83
percent of American adults identify themselves as
Christians. However, a survey by the Barna Group
showed only about 20 percent of Americans are
attending church on any given Sunday.
YOU can help get people back to church by simply
inviting them here on September 21st. It will be
a day of new beginnings and a time for refreshing
old relationships. Chances are strong that people
will accept your invitation. So help spread the word!

INVITATIONAL TOOLS
Online resources at www.1stchurch.org


Printable invitations



Videos to share with the people you invite



Let’s go fishing - The UMC Handbook



Rediscover Church



Share your church stories on Twitter & Instagram
using #mychurchstory



Check in on Facebook or Foursquare to let your
friends know when you are at church.

Consider these ideas for inviting people.


Make a list of people you haven’t seen at church
in awhile and give them a call inviting them back!



Leave an invitation (or two) on the table when
you go out to eat. (Invitations available in the pew
pads and outside the Sanctuary and Asbury Hall)



Seek out visitors at church and make them feel
welcome, inviting them back the next week.

1st News
This past Sunday, the focus during worship shifted
Back to the Basics, starting with the story of the
Rainbow. Over the next seven weeks, this focus
continues with many familiar stories and a look at
their relevance in YOUR lives today. Here’s a look at
what’s coming up!
September 14th, Abram’s Call
Genesis 12:1-9
September 21st, Jacob’s Dream
Genesis 28:10-22
September 28th, Family Forgiveness
Genesis 50:15-26
October 5th,The Burning Bush
Exodus 3:1-15
October 12th,The 10 Commandments
Exodus 19:3-7;20:1-17
October 19th, The 12 Stones
Joshua 3&4
October 26th, Samuel’s Call
1 Samuel 3:1-18

New bulletins
Each Sunday there are three distinct
worship services here at 1st UMC, but
now there is only ONE worship bulletin. You may
have noticed the changes this past week. This is a
way of demonstrating that even with the different
services we are still part of one church and the body
of Christ. Much thought and work went into the new
worship bulletins.
It is our hope that it will help visitors (and people in
the various services) learn more about what else is
happening at 1st UMC. In addition to the new
worship bulletins, children now have an interactive
way of enjoying the worship services. New
Children’s Worship Bulletins started going out this
past week. Each one helps children follow along
with the service and gives them ways to respond to
certain elements of each distinct service.
The worship bulletin is available online at the church
website under the “Worship at 1st” tab.
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Habitat Build news
In the past two weeks, the Habitat
House has really begun to take
shape. The roof trusses were just
recently lifted by a crane and put
into place and people like Rev.
Nance took time to put up more of
the siding.

Food Connection Roast
Have you bought your
tickets to the upcoming
Food Connection Roast of
Joy Bishop? This event is
coming up on September
16th here at 1st UMC
(Asbury Hall). The food will be provided by Olive Garden.

Food Connection Roast

Dozens of volunteers have been
coming out to the site each day to
do whatever needs to be done.
However, a lack of people signing
up for Fridays has resulted in the cancellation of work
on that day of the week.

September 16th (Asbury Hall)
$30 per person
5:30 pm—Appetizers
6:00 pm Dinner
Call Linda Kerr Wells for reservations 865-995-2271.

On Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays volunteers are
still more than welcome to come out and help. In fact,
on September 13th, members of the Bridge Builders
class will be on site to lend a hand.

Welcome Table
In August volunteers helped serve

If you are interested in volunteering or just want more
information on ways you can help, just visit :

880 people!
God continues to bless the Welcome Table ministry.
Everyone welcome, volunteers greatly appreciated.

www.1stchurchevents.org

Menu hotline - 865-681-0804
Come out and support

Communion Lessons
This past Sunday, during the Sunday School hour,
children got to spend a little time with Rev. Nance
learning about the significance of Communion and how
the table is always open to them.
Now, on Communion Sundays (generally the first Sunday
of the month), Kid’s Own Worship will not meet allowing
children a time to participate in this important part of
worship.

Pig Roast
Sunday, September 14th
11:30 am—2:30 pm
Green Meadow United Methodist Church
$10 for adults, $5 for children




Live Music
Silent Auction
Carnival Games

An exciting time!
In the coming weeks you will be hearing a great deal about the
upcoming stewardship & capital campaigns that will be running
concurrently.
More than half a dozen teams are preparing for what is sure to
be an exciting time in the history of 1st United Methodist
Church.
Rev. Nance giving the children a lesson on
the importance of Communion.

This past Sunday, teams were recognized during the worship
services and later met to get the ball rolling. The theme of the
campaign is Great Heritage, Great Future.
Expect to see letters in the mail and in your email inbox in the
coming week, with much more information to come. The
kickoff event is coming up on November 2nd.

THE CHURCH BELL
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UMW events
Special guest coming
September 18th
The Rev. Dr. Willa Estell is a
driving force in the A.M.E. Zion
Church. She is an ordained
elder who serves as the
Presiding Elder of the eight
churches in the Maryville District.
You may have seen her at Blount Memorial Hospital or
Blount Memorial Hospice where she served as a chaplain
for nearly 8-years. Rev. Estell has also been active in
organizations like Haven House, the Red Cross, and the
Blount County Ecumenical Action Council where she has
served as a board member.
Later this month, Rev. Estell brings her message “Women
Restored” to the general meeting of the United Methodist
Women. The event happens in the Sanctuary beginning
at 7:00 pm that night. Light refreshments will be served
following in Wesley Hall.

UMW Special Event
“Spirit Winds, A Women’s Spiritual Event”
Sevierville First UMC
Pastor Alta Chase-Raper is the keynote speaker
Registration is $25 (includes lunch and all sessions)
For more information email:
nsimmonsumw@gmail.com

UMW pecan
sales begin
in just a few
weeks.

Pricing information will be available soon. The pecans
will also be on sale at the Alternative Gift Fair on
November 9th. They make great gifts. (And remember
there’s only about 15 weeks until Christmas!)

Small group experiences
The Politics of Jesus
Led by Rev. Sarah Slack
Wednesdays at 10:00 am
Beginning September 24th
We spent the summer bombarded by political ads. We
drive past yard signs promoting candidates. Our
Facebook feeds explode with our friends' political
leanings.
The November Election Day is approaching fast. "They"
say never discuss politics and religion, yet what is a
Christian supposed to do during election season? Join
us on Wednesday mornings to discover the politics of
Jesus.

Organization of the New Testament
Led by Rev. Parker Benson
Friday mornings at 10:00 am (Room 214)
Beginning September 26th
Come explore the organization of the New Testament:
The Gospels; Acts; the Pauline epistles; Hebrews; the
General Epistles; Revelation; letter writing in antiquity;
and how we got our Bible. No cost, just bring your Bible.
(Information on Rev. Catherine Nance’s study on p.2)

Sign up for small group experiences and more at:

www.1sthchurch.org
Plants and grass need fertilizer to grow
healthy and strong and so does your
marriage! Come spread a little energizer
on your relationship by attending the
Marriage Encounter Weekend on October
3rd—5th in Charlotte, NC.

Sunday, September 14th
8:15 & 10:30 am

THE CHURCH BELL

For more information or to apply visit:
encounter.org. You can also get more information by
calling: Ron Werker at 865-413-8912, Carol Werker at
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577-8910 or email them at luvwerks@bellsouth.net.

Acolyte Training - September 14th @ 11:45

Children’s Corner

(Sub sandwiches & sundaes served)

Contact: Denise Johns, djohns@fumc-maryville.org

Call 982-1273 or text to 865-679-0247
Sign up for events at www.1stchurch.org or call 982-1273
Roasting hot dogs and marshmallows are a great way to
enjoy a cool fall evening. Throw in a movie and the whole
evening becomes even more memorable. On Sunday,
October 12th at 5:00 pm, you are invited to a special Hot
Dog Roast at the Friendship Shelter.
The church will supply the hot dogs, buns, drinks and
marshmallows. You are asked to bring your own roasting
sticks and a side dish to share.
In an effort for us to get a head count, please sign up prior
to the event.

Bible Presentations for 1st & 3rd graders
September 14th (all services)
Safe Sanctuaries Training- Sept. 21st
(Pizza lunch and childcare is available)

Please register online!
Children’s picnic
By the end of the month it should start feeling more like
fall and to celebrate YOU and your children are invited
to a special picnic. It happens on September 28th
right after the 10:30 worship services. The church
will provide chicken, chips and drinks. All you need to
do is sign up and bring a side dish!

Call for Volunteers!
Last year, more than a thousand people came out to
the church’s annual fall festival. It takes a lot of work to
put on something that big and YOUR help is needed to
make this year’s Fall, fun and faith festival on October
26th, a big success. If you would like to help set up,
clean up, host a car for trunk-or-treat, work the popcorn
machine, greet or host the children’s games then
contact Denise Johns.

Hot Dogs, Marshmallows
and a Movie
October 12th @ 5:00 pm
Friendship Shelter

Young Adult Activities
Saturday, September 13th
Whether it is a new small group study on Sunday
mornings or spending time working as the hands and feet
of Christ at the Habitat Build, the Bridge Builders of
1st UMC want YOU to be a part of all they do. Here’s just
a taste of what all this group is doing the next few weeks.

New Sunday morning study
9:15 am in Room 118
Adam Hamilton’s: Christianity’s Family Tree:
What Other Christians Believe and Why

7:30 am - 2:30 pm—Habitat Build 2014
7:30 pm - UT/OK football viewing party hosted by
Lindsey Wilson

Tuesday, September 16th
7:00 pm
Trivia Night at Smoky Mtn. Brewery

Thursday, October 30th
5:00 pm—6:45 pm
Join fellow church members in serving and cleanup at the
5th Thursday Welcome Table.
For more information on the Bridge Builders visit the
Young Adult page under the “1st Ministries” tab at:

www.1stchurch.org
or email the group at:
YA.firstchurchmaryville@gmail.com

THE CHURCH BELL
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HAPPENING AT
Sunday, September 21, 2014
7:35 AM Morning Glory Chorus rehearsal, 249
8:00 AM CMAT,116
8:15 AM Traditional Worship, Asbury Hall
9:15 AM Sunday School
10:30 AM Contemporary Worship, Asbury Hall
10:30 AM Traditional Worship, Sanctuary
10:35 AM MG Christmas Music Rehearsal,249
3:30 PM Youth Band ,243
4:30 PM Youth Handbells,254
5:10 PM Celebration Singers,249
5:15 PM Evensong Handbells,252
Monday, September 22, 2014
3:30 PM Primary Praise Singers (K-1st)
3:30 PM Merrymakers (2nd-3rd)
3:30 PM Joy Singers (4th-6th)
7:00 PM Troop Meeting, Asbury Hall
Tuesday, September 23, 2014
10:00 AM Discerning the Voice of God, 214
11:00 AM Tuesday Lunch for 60+, 215
6:00 PM Devoted Fitness, Asbury Hall
7:00 PM AA, 128
7:00 PM Pickleball, Asbury
Wednesday, September 24, 2014
Recovery at Maryville, Asbury Hall
5:30 PM Light Meal, Asbury Hall
6:30 PM Worship, Asbury Hall
7:45 PM Sharing Groups (assigned rooms)
7:30 PM Chancel Choir, 249
7:45 AM Contemporary Worship Band, The Cove
Thursday, September 25, 2014
6:00 AM Men’s Bible Study, 214
10:15 AM Asagao Handbells, 252
5:00 PM Welcome Table, Asbury Hall
7:00 PM AA, 128
Saturday, September 27, 2014
9:00 am Pickleball, Asbury Hall

Sunday, September 14, 2014
7:35 AM Morning Glory Chorus rehearsal, 249
8:15 AM Traditional Worship, Asbury Hall
9:15 AM Sunday School
9:30 AM CMAT
10:30 AM Contemporary Worship, Asbury Hall
10:30 AM Traditional Worship, Sanctuary
11:30 AM Acolyte Training, Wesley Hall
3:30 PM Youth Band ,243
4:30 PM Youth Handbells,254
5:10 PM Celebration Singers,249
5:15 PM Evensong Handbells,252
6:15 PM MG Christmas Music Rehearsal,249
Monday, September 15, 2014
10:00 AM Book Club,216
3:30 PM Joy Singers (4th-6th grade)
3:30 PM Merrymakers (2nd & 3rd grades)
3:30 PM Primary Praise (K & 1st grades)
6:00 PM Finance Committee,214
Tuesday, September 16, 2014
(NO SENIOR LUNCH TODAY!)
10:00 AM Discerning the Voice of God,214
5:30 PM Food Connection Roast, Asbury Hall
6:00 PM Devoted Fitness, Wesley Hall
7:00 PM AA, 128
7:00 PM Young Adult Trivia Night, Smoky Mtn. Brewery
Wednesday, September 17, 2014
Recovery at Maryville, Asbury Hall
5:30 PM Light Meal, Asbury Hall
6:30 PM Worship, Asbury Hall
7:45 PM Sharing Groups (assigned rooms)
7:30 PM Chancel Choir, 249
7:45 PM Contemporary Worship Band, The Cove
Thursday, September 18, 2014
6:00 AM Men’s Bible Study,214
10:15 AM Asagao Handbells, 252
5:00 PM Welcome Table, Asbury Hall
7:00 PM UMW General Meeting, Sanctuary
7:00 PM AA, 128
Saturday, September 20, 2014
9:00 AM Pickleball, Asbury Hall

Sunday commitments for

Sunday commitments for Sunday 9/14/14
Greeters:
 8:15 Traditional
Bookie Reynolds
Jerry & Hiliah Corbin





10:30 Contemporary
The Brinkley Family
Joey Smith & Family
10:30 Traditional
Roy & Jenny Hutto
Bob Ivens
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Kids Own Worship:
Preschool
Brent & Whitney
Roberts
Elementary
Jay & Stephanie Cousins
Acolytes:
Sophia Shepherd
Megan Carroll

Sunday 9/21/14

Greeters:
 8:15 Traditional
Fran & Bill Beaty
Bruce Kerr



10:30 Traditional
Glenn & JoAnn Doig
Steve & Claudia
Hutsell

Kids Own Worship:
Preschool
Heath & Jill McElroy
Elementary
Mike & Janell Nocton
Acolytes:
Elizabeth Giffin
Anna Henneke
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After taking an evening off during the Labor Day weekend, the youth
came back for some worship and fellowship on September 7th.
Pastor Catherine shared information with the group about the search
for a new youth leader. Please be in prayer as the candidate
interview process begins.

Chris Lee shared a thank you from Maryville
Junior High School for the work some youth did
on the landscaping across the street from the
church.

On Sunday, September 28th the small groups will head out for some fun with the two girls’ groups going to
Panera Bread and The Dudes study group going to Hot Rods. Several other activities are being planned for
the rest of the year. All youth are invited as well as adults who are interested in helping.

Come see the future of your church in action!

