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A favorite season
Over the last few weeks, teachers, students,
administrators, assistants, custodians, cafeteria
workers, and bus drivers have all gone back to school.
The pencils and paper have
been procured. First day pictures have been taken
(and posted on Facebook). Schedules and routines
are already underway.
Now is the perfect time to lift our community up in
prayer. This back to school season, let's all pray for
our schools. Pray for children in our church going to
school.
The “Back to School” season is one of my favorite
times of year. The reason? I love school supplies.
Pens, paper, binders, post-its, all my favorites. In
college and in seminary, after buying my paper needs,
I loved buying books. Well, getting the books I loved,
paying for them not so much. At a minimum of $500 a
semester, it wasn’t pretty!

Pray for all those working with our children. Pray for
those in the school closest to your house. Pray for the
schools you pass while driving. Pray for open minds,
for safe places, for times of fun every day and for all
children to know they are loved.
Blessings,

In seminary, there were 10 books for every class, 7 of
which would never be opened. Yet, I still loved
preparing to go back to school. Buying the school
supplies was not my only preparation. I had to
organize the binder, label the dividers, arrange the
pens and pencils in the front pocket of my book bag,
and of course, inscribe my name in the new books on
the upper left corner of each cover. I would be ready
for a September start, with my backpack packed, by
mid-August!

Blessing of the Backpacks
August 3, 2014
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1st News

Starting on Sunday!

The first Sunday of August was a day of new starts and blessings for the year
ahead. During the 8:15 worship service and both services at 10:30 students and
teachers made their way to the altar for a “blessing of the backpacks.”
Between the two worship hours, children in Sunday School were greeted with
balloons and sweet treats as many of them started out in one class, then made
their way to a new class as part of promotion Sunday. Those promotions were
also the focus of a large gathering at the Friendship Shelter complete with pizza,
a cookie cake and a sprinkler for a little water play.

While much of the focus of the day was on children, there was one other
important start that day. What had formerly been called the “Young Adult and
Post College Adult” class kicked off a new chapter as the group officially
became “Bridge Builders.” There were plenty of bagels, baked goods and
coffee to kickstart the class. Over the next few weeks, the “Bridge Builders”
will be studying what it means to be a United Methodist.
….let the wise listen and add to their learning, and
let the discerning get guidance.
Proverbs 1:5

Trivia and coffee coming up!
If you are 20 something up to 40 something and looking
for a place to grow and learn why not be a part of the
new “Bridge Builders” group. In addition to meeting
every Sunday morning for Sunday School at 9:15 (in
room 118), this group also gets together for activities
outside of church. Below are a couple of upcoming
events you may want to check out for yourself!
Trivia Night
Tuesday, August 19th
Smoky Mountain
Brewery
7:00 pm
Coffeehouse at Vienna
Wednesday, August 27th
7:00 pm—8:15 pm
Rev. Sarah Slack will join in for a discussion of the
“United Methodism 101” study. Join in for informal
Q&AQ and relax with great coffee.
For more information visit the “1st Ministries”
section on www.1stchurch.org or
e-mail ya.firstchurchmaryville@gmail.com

Summer success
Summer often means a slowdown when it comes to
activities here at the church, but the Welcome Table
ministry had one of its busiest months ever in July.
There were five Thursdays in that month and dozens of
volunteers both old and new came out faithfully each
week to get the job done. On one Thursday alone, there
were 300 people served.

The Welcome Table in July
1165 meals served!

Keep the food coming
The Community Food Connection of Blount County is
grateful for the continued support from 1st UMCMaryville. Please continue to help this organization feed
those less fortunate. There are shopping carts in the
upstairs hallway near the elevator for you can put food
donations. They will then be delivered to the CFC. The
most needed items are jars of peanut butter, cereal,
canned green beans, peas and corn and canned
pasta meals.
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church … transforming lives!

In a church this size it isn’t difficult to be
unaware of all the things going on under
this roof or out in the greater mission field.
This is a congregation dedicated to
transforming lives through the love of
Christ. Starting with this edition of The
Church Bell we are giving you a look at some of the things
you might not know about and encourage you to provide us
with stories about ways you see lives being transformed
through the work done here at 1st UMC.

A growing habit!
For the past twenty years, 1st UMC has partnered with
Habitat for Humanity to build homes. But did you know,
there is another relationship the church has with this
organization, one that helps the church fulfill its mission of
providing homes for Habitat families?
From time to time throughout the year, the counters in
Wesley Hall fill up with boxes of cereal, breakfast bars and
a whole lot of snacks. At the same time, there are
sleeping bags scattered around several of the rooms
downstairs and you might even see lines of people waiting
to get into the showers downstairs. You see, throughout
the year 1st UMC hosts numerous Habitat for Humanity
teams from all across the country.
Just last week, two dozen volunteers with Old St. Patrick’s
Church in Chicago spent
the week here at the
church while helping with
construction on one of the
area’s Habitat homes.
1st UMC hosted these students from
Chicago who were here in Maryville
working on a Habitat home.

Back in March there were 23 volunteers here from
Westminster College in Pennsylvania and in early July
there were 14 volunteers from Westosha High School in
Wisconsin.
With each group comes a “credit” with Habitat for
Humanity for the church’s own house build. According to
Susan Hughes, the Faith Relations Director for Habitat,
church hosting has helped fund $2000 of this year’s home
build which begins on August 19th.

Learn more about this year’s Habitat for Humanity
Build and how you can help at:

www.1stchurchevents.org
THE CHURCH BELL

Volunteers still needed!

Following months of planning, this year’s Habitat Build
is set to start in just one week! While dozens of people
have already stepped up to help either on site or
preparing for the build in other ways, there are still a
few days where help is needed with construction.
Friday, August 22nd
Friday, September 12th
Saturday, September 13th
Friday, September 19th
Friday, September 26th
Saturday, September 27th
Please consider helping at least two days during this
Habitat build. For those who have already signed up,
Thanks! Sign up to volunteer or get your volunteer
release form online at:

www.1stchurchevents.org/volunteer !

Capital campaign plans
Back in March 2014, the church voted
to conduct a capital campaign to pay
for renovations to the church building.
After interviewing several groups that
work with churches to assist with endeavors like these,
the church selected Resource Ministry Partners from
Birmingham, AL to help us with both our annual
ministry budget campaign and our capital campaign
this fall.
Last week, Bill Crosby of RMP visited with several
members of the church and staff to discuss what would
be happening over the next few weeks and months.
We ask that you pray for the church as we move into
this important time in the life of 1st UMC. Keep
watching all of our church communication channels
over the next few weeks for more information on these
financial campaigns.
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Who does what?
To help you know whom to call about what, here is a “quick
list” of which ministry teams each clergy will relate to. Please
feel free to call them anytime to discuss any concern or idea
you have. If you have a pastoral care concern after hours or
on the weekend please contact Rev. Nance.

Catherine Nance, Senior Minister
cnance@fumc-maryville.org
865-660-2082
Staff-Parish Relations Committee
Trustees and Finance
Worship
Parker Benson, Senior Associate Minister
pbenson@fumc-maryville.org
phone number 770-715-5743
Recovery at Maryville
Witness Team
Sarah Slack, Associate Minister
sslack@fumc-maryville.org
865-640-0807
Outreach
Congregational Care
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In the next newsletter there will be a listing of Bible studies
that will be offered by our clergy beginning in September.

Fall getaway for married couples! The greatest gift you can give each other is the gift of your time
and attention. What better way to do that than to attend a Marriage Encounter Weekend. There you will learn
to communicate on a deeper level, rekindle your romance and renew your commitment to each other.
The next event is coming up October 3rd through 5th in Charlotte, NC. For more information look fro the
brochures in the racks here at the church or visit www.encounter.org. You can also contact Ron & Carol
Werker at luvwerks@bellsouth.net or call them at 865-414-8912 or 865-577-8910.

YOUTH
EXTRA!

THE CHURCH BELL

Saying goodbye to Youth Director
Stephen , his wife Jess and summer
intern (Samantha) during Sunday
night youth on August 3rd.
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Children’s Corner

Acolyte training

Contact: Denise Johns, djohns@fumc-maryville.org

Call 982-1273 or text message to 865-679-0247

Helping with Habitat
It takes quite an effort to build a house and as the church
sets out to build another one for Habitat for Humanity, the
children will be helping too!.
On Sunday, August 31st, children in 2nd through 6th
grade and their parents are invited to a pizza lunch
following the 10:30 worship service. After eating, the
children accompanied by their parents will travel to the
Habitat House in Rockford. The children will assist in
providing a “solid foundation” for the home by writing
scripture verses on the wooden studs throughout the
home.
This experience will give the children actual knowledge of
what a Habitat House is and what our church is doing for
the people of our community. Since we are having food
for this event sign ups are needed. You can do this
online at www.1stchurch.org or contact Denise
(information above in blue box). Please RSVP by August
24th.

During the 10:30 traditional service it is hard not
to notice the dedication of the young people that
serve as acolytes. There is certainly much more
to this “job” than just lighting the candles and that
requires a little training.
All children 3rd grade through 6th grade are
invited to help out by attending an acolyte training
on September 14th at 11:45 in Wesley Hall.
Sub sandwiches and sundaes will be served as
part of the training. You can sign up on the
website or use the information in the blue box in
the upper left hand corner.

Sunday school lessons

More scenes from August 3, 2014

Sprinkler fun at picnic
A little bit of cookie cake!

Bible Study startups
Stepping up for Sunday School
Janet Harville has agreed to become the Sunday School
Superintendent for 1st UMC-Maryville. She has a passion
for Christian education and will be the one to go to if you
need suggestions for materials or need to order something
for your Sunday School class.
You can contact Janet at:
865-621-2870 or e-mail her at
harville.janet@gmail.com .

Need education materials?
Between the choir room and the Asbury Hall track you
will find bookshelves filled with resources for small
groups, Sunday School classes, or even personal studies. Help yourself to these materials when you need
them, then just return them to the shelves when you are
finished.

THE CHURCH BELL
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“Discerning the Voice of God”
Led by Bonnie Van Pelt
September 9th @ 10:00 am
Room 214
This is a seven week study from Priscilla Shirer.
Please register by August 20th so books can be ordered.
Books cost $11.

Men’s Bible Study
Starts on September 11th @ 6:00 am
Room 214
Owen Ragland leads this study which will focus on
Psalms.
Register for these studies online at www.1stchurch.org
or call 982-1273.

HAPPENING AT
Sunday, August 17, 2014
7:35 AM Morning Glory Chorus rehearsal, 249
8:15 AM Morning Glory Worship, Asbury Hall
9:15 AM Sunday School
10:30 AM The Crossing, Asbury Hall
10:30 AM Traditional Worship, Sanctuary
4:00 PM Outreach, 214
4:30 PM Youth Handbells, 252, 254
5:10 PM Celebration Singers (7th-12th), 249
5:15 PM Evensong Handbells, 252
6:00 PM Youth, 152
Monday, August 18, 2014
10:00 AM Book Club, 216
3:30 PM Primary Praise (K-1st)
3:30 PM Merrymakers (2nd-3rd)
3:30 PM Joy Singers (4th-6th)
Tuesday, August 19, 2014
11:00 AM Lunch for 60 plus, 215
6:00 PM Heritage Class Party, Wesley Hall
6:00 PM Devoted Fitness, Asbury Hall
7:00 PM AA, 128
7:00 PM Pickleball, Asbury Hall
Wednesday, August 20, 2014
Recovery at Maryville, Asbury Hall
5:30 PM Light Meal, Asbury Hall
6:30 PM Worship, Asbury Hall
7:45 PM Sharing Groups (assigned rooms)
7:30 PM Chancel Choir, 249
Thursday, August 21, 2014
9:30 AM UMW Board, 218
10:00 AM Circle 2, 215
5:00 PM Welcome Table, Asbury Hall
7:00 PM AA, 128
Saturday, August 23, 2014
9:00 AM Pickleball, Asbury Hall

Sunday, August 24, 2014
7:35 AM Morning Glory Chorus rehearsal, 249
8:15 AM Morning Glory Worship, Asbury Hall
9:15 AM Sunday School
10:30 AM The Crossing, Asbury Hall
10:30 AM Traditional, Sanctuary
4:30 PM Youth Handbells, 252, 254
5:10 PM Celebration Singers, 249
5:15 PM Evensong Handbells, 252
6:00 PM Youth, 252
Monday, August 25, 2014
3:30 PM Primary Praise Singers (K-1st)
3:30 PM Merrymakers (2nd-3rd)
3:30 PM Joy Singers (4th-6th)
7:00 PM Church Council, 254
7:00 PM Troop Meeting, Friendship Shelter
Tuesday, August 26, 2014
11:00 AM Tuesday Lunch for 60+, 215
6:00 PM Devoted Fitness, Asbury Hall
7:00 PM AA, 128
7:00 PM Pickle Ball, Asbury
7:00 PM Witness, 214
Wednesday, August 27, 2014
Recovery at Maryville, Asbury Hall
5:30 PM Light Meal, Asbury Hall
6:30 PM Worship, Asbury Hall
7:45 PM Sharing Groups (assigned rooms)
7:30 PM Chancel Choir, 249
Thursday, August 28, 2014
10:00 AM Circle 2, 215
10:15 AM Asagao Handbells, 252
5:00 PM Welcome Table, Asbury Hall
7:00 PM AA, 128
Saturday, August 30, 2014
9;00 AM Pickleball, Asbury Hall

Sunday commitments for Sunday 8/24//14

Sunday commitments for Sunday 8/17/14
Greeters:
 8:15 Traditional
Doug & Virginia Hardwick
Lila Eby
Martha Ragland



10:30 Contemporary
John & Julie Elder
Russ & Callen Parsley



10:30 Traditional
Gary & Ellie Doughty
Betty & Leonard Adams

Kids Own Worship
Pre-school
Kirk & Julie Lowe
Elementary
Stephen & Jennifer Daves
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Looking for more
information on a church
event or need to sign up for
one. Then visit our website
at www.1stchurch.org !

Acolytes:
Sara Kate White
Delaney White
Acolytes:
Abram Abbott
Tannen Roberts

Greeters:
 8:15 Traditional
Bill Mueller
Sam Johnson
Jim & Cathy Miller


10:30 Contemporary
Wayne & Sharon Anglim
Al & Jackie North



10:30 Traditional
Owen & Leslie Ragland
Audrey Pettis

Kids Own Worship
Pre-school
Amanda & Kevin Painter
Elementary
Charles & Mary Beth West
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Senior Pastor Catherine Nance took time last
Sunday to fill the Youth in on the search for a
Director of Youth Ministries. On Sunday,
August 17th the group will be meeting at the
Friendship Shelter for barbeque and water
fun. If you plan on attending bring a towel, a
normal—powered water toy and a change of clothes (no highpowered oozies, please!) If you want, bring a friend or two or
three! The more the merrier.
On August 24th, small group studies will start. The senior high
girls will be studying contemporary issues and C.S. Lewis’ The
Screwtape Letters. The Junior High girls will also be discussing
contemporary issues. The Dude’s study topic will be announced
later.
A special welcome note to Micheala Salley and Ryan Collins who
both joined the youth for worship and more last week. If you’re
interested in supporting this great group of youth, come join the
fun, Sunday evenings at 6 pm. The future of your church will be
there. Come see it in action!

Coming your way, Sept. 21st!

