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Wellsville First UMC—2018
Advent & Christmas Worship Schedule
Sunday, December 2 - 1st Sunday in Advent
9:45 AM—Worship Service & Holy Communion
Sunday, December 9 - 2nd Sunday in Advent
9:45 AM—Worship Service
Sunday, December 16 - 3rd Sunday in Advent
9:45 AM—Worship Service
Friday, December 21 - ’Blue Christmas’ Service
7:00 PM—On the longest night of the year, the winter solstice, comes a
time of reassurance and comfort. Not everyone is up and cheery
for the Christmas holidays. Dealing with life’s issues and human
situations make parties and joviality difficult for some in our congregation and community. Come and be embraced by the peace
of Christ.
Sunday, December 23 - 4th Sunday in Advent
9:45 AM—Worship Service
1:00 PM—Caroling in Our Community
(Brief visits to Adult Homes and others)
Followed by light refreshments back at church
Monday, December 24 - ’Christmas Eve’ Services
9:45 AM—Worship Service
6:30 PM—Family Oriented Worship with Candlelight/Carols
11:30 PM—Candlelight, Carols, & Communion to welcome Christmas 2018
Tuesday, December 25 - Christmas Day
A Congregational Moment of Prayer at 12 Noon

Our Staff:
Pastor. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rev. Gregory DeSalvatore
Office Manager. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mrs. Kim Smith
Traditional Music Dir. & Organist . . . . Ms. Joy Caldwell
Church Custodian. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mrs. Mary Brown

Sunday, December 30 - 1st Sunday after Christmas
9:45 AM - Worship Service-We start 2019 with a Wesleyan Covenant Service
Sunday, January 6 - ‘Twelfth Night’ - Epiphany Service
7:00 PM - Reflective Worship experience
Music and Readings

OUTREACH/MISSION NEWS

BEHOLD!
“The virgin shall be with child
and will give birth to a son,
and they will call him Immanuel”
—which means, ‘God with us.”
Matthew 1: 23
The God we worship is a God who has emotions. He is love, and he has chosen to
pour out his love on us. When Adam and Eve turned from him, he looked for a people to
love him and among whom he could dwell. He desires to be near the ones he loves just as
human beings enjoy proximity to their beloved ones. God found a man named Abraham
who was willing to love him and walk with him. Out of Abraham’s descendents God established a nation of chosen people. That nation built a house for God in their midst, and God
himself came and dwelt with them in all of his glory. He became the center of their existence.
God wants to be in the middle of our lives, too, the point of reference for everything
in our existence. This is the reason he names himself Immanuel, which means “God with
us.” Can there be a more amazing reality than Immanuel? Just stop and let this truth embrace you right this moment. Let your immediate situation be embraced by His presence.
God wants to be a part of our daily lives, closer to us than anyone else in the world.
If we ever truly understood his desire for us in the light of his greatness and our insignificance, we would be on our knees in awe and thanksgiving. Do not let anyone ever tell you
that God is not love.
This season, let the abundance of lights remind us of God’s great and lasting love
for each of us. We are his beloved children, surrounded by his presence, cleansed by his
blood and once again invited to choose who will be our center. Let us pray, that by the
Spirit’s leading, each will choose to follow Him who first loved us...Immanuel.
So be it.
Advent and Christmas blessings,

Pastor Greg

Check out our Advent and Christmas worship calendars, gatherings, and
experiences that your season may be filled with the presence of God’s
hope, peace, joy, and love in the birth of our Savior Christ the Lord!

We bring you several reminders of significant events
and dates for the Christmas season.
Our efforts on behalf of the Salvation Army’s Christmas food and toy distribution ministries are just
around the corner. We will gather with the Salvation
Army workers to assemble and fill food boxes and
help distribute bags of toys and other gifts during the
week before Christmas. We will keep you informed with the exact dates for these ministries as we are advised. Of course, we will be erecting an “angel tree” in the sanctuary.
Please watch for the opportunity to take a tag or two from the tree to help brighten Christmas morning for a child in our community.
One final effort in support of the Christmas ministries of the Salvation Army will occur
on December 15th when we ring the bells for the “red kettle” campaign. Please check out
the sign-up sheet in the church entryway for your opportunity to be a bell ringer at either
Tops Market or Giant Foods.
Check out the “mitten tree” that will be located in the church entryway and help make
winter a warmer experience for members of our community by donating scarves, mittens
and knit hats. We also plan to have a coat deposit box available for your use in donating
“gently used” winter outer ware. These cold weather items will be distributed through the
Wellspring Ministry.
On December 15th, we will be preparing and serving a mid-day meal at the Community
Kitchen. This is always a wonderful time of fellowship and Christian outreach. Please
join us at 10:30 at the Christian Temple church. We are generally finished by 1:30. If
you are signing up to bell ring on that same day, remember to de-conflict the two events.
Your Outreach/Mission Team wishes you a joyous Christmas season. We are called to be
the hands and feet of our Lord and Savior, Christ Jesus, in a troubled world. I believe we
do this best by carefully listening and responding to the urging of the Holy Spirit as we
reach out with love and compassion in our daily interactions with those God places
around us. Remember these words attributed to Saint Francis of Assisi, “Preach the Gospel at all times. Use words if necessary.”
Bryan Caldwell
Outreach Chairman

STAFF/PARISH RELATIONS TEAM (SPRT)
A couple of exciting things happened since the last article. The most exciting being the
visit of our bishop October 28th! The SPRT had the pleasure of playing host. We furnished light refreshments prior to our bishop speaking. We were able to see old friends
and meet new ones. The minute a bus pulled up to the church and the people got off and
entered our church got everyone’s attention. After a time of fellowship, we all went into
the sanctuary to hear Bishop Webb. The sanctuary was full and when the music and singing began I’m sure we could be heard all over Wellsville. It was so loud I was pretty sure
the trustees were going to have to call in General Roofing to replace some tiles on the
roof. That evening was certainly an evening you could never forget.
Our Thanksgiving dinner was another special time. The SPRT was given the pleasure of
recognizing our staff and all the hard work they do. Office Manager, Kim Smith; Traditional Music Director & Organist, Joy Caldwell; and our church Custodian, Mary Brown.
We also recognized David Law for all his hard work and dedication to our Praise Team.
Appreciation night is just one night and these wonderful people work hard for us all year.
Please take time to let the pastor and our staff know how much they mean to us and how
much they would be missed if not here.

UNITED METHODIST MEN
Greetings from UMM!
In December UMM is really committed to the Salvation Army. Bell Ringers are needed
for Saturday December 15th at both Tops and Giant Food Markets. Our day begins at
9 am with one hour shifts concluding at 5 pm. Cold weather gear will be helpful for you.
Please sign up in the Church foyer and plan to enjoy the fellowship at the Red Kettle.
Also the Salvation Army needs help with the packing of food to be distributed to needy
families. Packing this year is on Thursday, December 13th and the distribution is on
Friday, December 14th. It's all about the reason for the season. Christ was born to save
us, Christ was born to save. See you at the Salvation Army and the Red Kettle!
Our next Men's breakfast is Sunday, December 16th at 8 am. The Caldwell Crew is
cooking. See you there.
Christmas Blessings to you all! Alan and Bryan

NAOMI CIRCLE

Submitted by Sheila Smith

“Merry Christmas and a very Happy New Year!”
— Diane & Judy

It’s That Time of Year Again
The SPRT will be accepting donations for Christmas
gifts for our pastor and staff. If you wish to make a
donation to show your love for these people, please
give it to any SPRT member: Sheila Smith, Pat Barry,
Bryan Caldwell, Gloria Hamlin, Larry Crear, Allen Hunt,
John Lewis, Elva and Darrin Cornell.
Thank you!

2:23-26 Prayer Time
At the recent Regional Gathering here at Wellsville First UMC, Bishop Mark J.
Webb, invited each local church congregation to a time of prayer for the upcoming
Special Session of General Conference scheduled for February 23-26, 2019 in St. Louis,
MO. Our challenge is to take additional time for prayer each day, that the Almighty
would guide the various worldwide delegates of our church forward in a direction following God’s will for the future of our denomination.
We encourage you to take these two minutes each day, from 2:23 PM—2:26 PM,
and join so many other UM sisters and brothers as we pray for God’s will to be accomplished in all of this.

LIBRARY UPDATE
OOPS: Winter is really here and so fast with the chilly wind. Hoping for a little more Fall.
Trouble is we have to get use to what the weather brings. The snow is beautiful but seems
to last so long. The holidays are in the near future and the season is full of beautiful
happenings.
This month 32 non-fiction books and 19 fiction books were entered into the Library for a
total of 51 books. Donations were given by Betty Stoll, Barbara Dunn, Joan Smith, Sue
Browning, Naomi Circle and many books left on my desk. While entering one book something caught my eye, it was a non-fiction book Betty Stoll had given. I spent time reading
the book. It was a wonderful story. It’s a story that made one feel good yet sad. It’s called
“Just Peace” by Mattie Stepamek and tells the story of the friendship between him and
Jimmy Carter for years. Mattie was very ill and this was his wish to communicate with the
former President. The letters and communication between them is something wonderful
and remarkable. The book was written after his death by his mother. A story to pass on to
others, out of the hundreds of books, this is a keeper. Some of the non-fiction books surprise you with unusual stories and history as well as this one did.

There are many moments in our
lives when we need comfort.
There are tough times when we
yearn for consolation. The suffering people who looked for the long
-awaited Messiah were given a hope-filled image of God in the writings of Isaiah. This
scripture, as well as many other passages of scripture, expresses the belief that no matter what happens to us, God will be there to comfort and support us. Christmas can be
a time for many when we are in need of that reassurance and comfort.
Perhaps we are grieving over the loss of a loved one, struggling with illness, or
have experienced the loss of a job. We wonder how we will get through the holidays.
As we are reminded of God’s continual love, comfort, and support, we will
experience a ‘Blue Christmas’ worship service on Friday, December 21 at 7:00 PM.
Please come and share with us.

We invite everyone to join us for coffee break before and after church services. There’s
not only coffee and tea, maybe even juice. Come say “hello” to others and new people
while you’re there. We would like to meet anyone new to welcome you. Sometimes there
are even treats to go with your coffee.
Remember if you would like a prayer bear for a relative, friend or special person who is
going through a difficult situation or medical concern, please contact any member of the
Tuesday bible study class, Kim in the church office or myself. The bears are sent with
prayers from our bible study group to bless them.
Sue Browning

TRIPLE L
(Living Longer & Liking It!)
Triple L will meet on Thursday, December 13th for their
Christmas luncheon. Please bring a dish to pass, table
service and a $5 gift for crazy bingo. The Hamliln’s and
Shay’s will be our hosts. Come and have a delightful
time of fellowship and tasty food, see you there!

OCT ‘18

YTD ‘18

$ 13,434

$ 136,708

$

6,475
3,775
1,787
334
1,396
568

$ 66,718
38,016
25,403
3,498
22,754*
10,371

Total Expenses:

$

14,335

Income less Expenses

$

(901)

Operating Budget Income
Expenses:
Pastor’s Package
Other Staff
Maintenance & Supplies
Teams
Ministry Shares
All Other Expenses

$166,760
(30,052)

*Includes $6,214 paid towards 2017 Ministry Shares.

Praying the Prayers of the Bible
Making Scripture A Prayer
When God Amazes You
“When I consider Your heavens, the work of Your fingers, the moon and the
stars, which You have set in place, what is mankind that You are mindful of them,
human beings that You care for them? You have made them a little lower than angels
and crowned them with glory and honor. You made them rulers over the works of Your
hands; You put everything under their feet: all flocks and herds, and the animals of the
wild, the birds in the sky, and the fish in the sea, all that swim the paths of the seas.
Lord, our Lord, how majestic is Your Name in all the earth!” (Psalm 8:3-9)
O Lord my God, You have performed many wonders for me. Your plans for me
are too numerous to list. You have no equal. If I tried to recite all Your wonderful
deeds, I would never come to the end of them. (Psalm 40:5)
When You Want to Praise God for All He Has Made
Your eternal word, O Lord, stands firm in heaven. Your faithfulness extends to
every generation, as enduring as the earth You created. (Psalm 119:89-90)
The heavens are Yours, and the earth is Yours; everything in the world is Yours
– You created it all.
(Psalm 89:11)
O Lord, our Lord, Your majestic Name fills all the earth! Your glory is higher
than the heavens.(Psalm 8:1)
When You Want to Remember How God Helped You in the Past
Who am I, O Sovereign Lord, and what is my family, that You have brought me
this far? (2 Samuel7:18)
You are a God of forgiveness,
gracious and merciful, slow to become
angry, and rich in unfailing love.
(Nehemiah 9:17)
O Lord, I will honor and praise
Your Name, for You are my God.
You do such wonderful things!
(Isaiah 25:1)
Joy Caldwell, Prayer Coordinator

Altar Flowers
The 2019 Flower Chart will be available for sign up soon. If you would like
to donate flowers for a particular Sunday “In Honor/In Memory of,” please
indicate by printing your name on the chart adjacent to a particular Sunday.
The cost beginning in January will be $20 and can be given to Kim in the
office anytime before the date you have chosen.
There are a few (5) dates already spoken for, due to promises made by our
church some time ago. These will continue to be honored. Any open Sunday
date (of the remaining 47 available) will be received as your name is placed
in the chart on a ‘first come, first served’ basis and will thus be secured for
this calendar year.
Thank you to all who so generously have contributed so that fresh flowers
adorn our worship experience each Sunday we gather. If you do not wish
to take the arrangement home with you after worship, please make Kim or
Pastor aware and we will make sure they are delivered as a ‘love’ gift to
one of our homebound.

December ‘18
December 2nd, In Honor of Nitia & John Cole’s 60th Wedding Anniversary
December 9th, In Honor of My Four Sons, given by Joanne Allen
December 16th, In Honor of Gloria & Bill Hamlin’s Wedding Anniversary
December 23rd, Given by Bryan & Barb Caldwell
December 30th is still available for order.

January ‘19
January 6, In Honor of Gloria Shay’s Birthday, Given by Max Shay
January 13, 20, 27 — Sign up on flower chart

Dates to Remember in December:
Wednesday, December 5 — Naomi Circle Luncheon at Alfred Ag Tech
Wellsville Campus, 11 AM
Thursday, December 6 — Christmas on Main St. Tree Lighting, 6 PM
Monday, December 10 — Team Meetings, 6:15 PM
Admin. Council Mtg., 7:30 PM
Thursday, December 13 — Triple L Christmas Luncheon, 12 Noon
Salvation Army Food Packing, 10 AM
Friday, December 14 — Salvation Army Toy Distribution, 10 AM
Allegany County Community Prayer Mtg., 7 PM
Saturday, December 15 — Salvation Army Bell Ringing @ Giant & Tops
Community Kitchen Luncheon
Sunday, December 16 — Men’s Breakfast, 8:00 AM

Thomas Forness
Allen Hunt
Pearl Ware
Jamie Forness
Jan Gustafson
Barb Stormer
Elva Cornell
Victoria Stormer
Peg Ball
Kevin LaForge
Logan Milligan
Emily DeSalvatore
Alan Forsberg

1
2
3
4
7
9
20
20
21
22
22
25
27

Charles & Mildred Brocious
John & Nitia Cole
Allen & Sue Hunt
Bill & Gloria Hamlin
David & Lois Miller

Alvin Ware
Gloria Shay
Shelia Smith

4
6
10
14
28

1
6
9

.

Friday, December 21 — Salvation Army Toy Distribution, 10 AM

ANGEL TREE

Weekly Bible Studies:
Tuesdays — Women’s Bible Study at 9:15 AM in the Welcome Room/Library
Fridays — Men’s Bible Study at 9:00 AM in the Welcome Room/Library
Wednesdays — Book Study, 3:30 PM, See Sunday Bulletin for More Info.

Please prayerfully consider taking a tag and brightening a child's
Christmas this year. There are many tags from which to choose. Please
follow the instructions on the tag, with one change — the date to
return the gift(s) is December 16. Gifts can be brought to the church
and placed in the box by the tree or delivered directly to the Salvation
Army Monday - Friday, 10 am - 2 pm. Thank-you!
Cathy Lewis

DECEMBER PRAYER LIST
1 — Pastor Greg
2 — Pastor’s Family
3 — Sick/Hospitalized/Homebound Church Family
4 — Women’s Bible Study
5 — Jail Ministry
6 — Organist & Traditional Music Director (Joy)
7 — Men’s Bible Study
8 — Pastor Greg
9 — Pastor’s Family
10 — Church Teams & Admin. Council
11 — AA & NA Groups
12 — Jail Ministry
13 — Packing Boxes @ The Salvation Army
14 — Food Distribution @ The Salvation Army
15 — Bell Ringing @ Giant & Tops; Community Kitchen Luncheon
16 — Pastor Greg & Family
17 — Office Manager (Kim)
18 — Custodian (Mary)
19 — Jail Ministry
20 — Blue Christmas Service
21 — Toy Distribution @ The Salvation Army
22 — Pastor Greg
23 — Pastor’s Family
24 — Christmas Eve Services
25 — Joyous Celebrations of Our Savior’s Birth
26 — Jail Ministry
27 — Choir & Praise Team
28 — Gil’s Hills & Youth For Christ
29 — Pastor Greg
30 — Pastor’s Family
31 — Financial Stability of the Church

JANUARY PRAYER LIST
1 — Women’s Bible Study
2 — Jail Ministry
3 — Organist & Traditional Music Director (Joy)
4 — Men’s Bible Study
5 — Pastor Greg & Family
6 — Epiphany Service
7 — Prayer Warriors
8 — Sick/Hospitalized/Homebound Church Family
9 — Jail Ministry
10 — AA & NA Groups
11 — Church Volunteers
12 — Pastor Greg
13 — Pastor’s Family
14 — Office Manager (Kim)
15 — Healing of Broken Relationships
16 — Jail Ministry
17 — Triple L Fellowship
18 — Custodian (Mary)
19 — Pastor Greg
20 — Pastor’s Family
21 — Church Families & Community
22 — Church Teams & Admin. Council
23 — Jail Ministry
24 — Choir & Praise Team
25 — UMM & Naomi Circle Ministries
26 — Pastor Greg
27 — Pastor’s Family
28 — Gil’s Hills & Youth For Christ
29 — Church Volunteers
30 — Jail Ministry
31 — Financial Stability of the Church

