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First United Methodist Church of Wellsville
Combined Contemporary/Traditional Worship Service
Sunday Mornings — 9:45 am
Hymn Sing 6:30 pm — Designated Sundays
Phone (585) 593-1860
Fax (585) 593-1889
E-mail: lovegrows@wellsvilleumc.org
Web Page: www.wellsvilleumc.org
Serving Christ and Community
Since 1852

Monday, April 8 — Team Meetings, 6:15 PM (check w/team chairman)
Wednesday, April 10 — Lenten Lunch & Lesson, 12-1 PM
Book Study, 3:30 PM
Sunday, April 14 — Palm Sunday Service 9:45 AM
Wednesday, April 17 — Lenten Lunch & Lesson, 12-1
Thursday, April 18 — Maundy Thurs. Meal & Service @ 6:00 PM
Friday, April 19 — WAMA Good Friday Service, 7 PM @ FUMC
Easter Sunday, April 21 — Sunrise Service 6:30 AM
Breakfast 7 AM
Worship 9:45 AM
Sunday, April 28 — Hymn Sing, 6:30 PM
Church Rummage Sale
May 1, 2, & 3
Mother’s Day Brunch
Sunday, May 12 @ 8:30 AM
Work Day @ Gil’s Hills
Saturday in May, Date TBA

Women’s Bible Study
Our Staff:

Our Tuesday morning study group meets at 9:15 AM in the Welcome Room and is led by
Joy Caldwell and is currently studying the book of Psalms. All women are invited!

Men’s Bible Study
Pastor. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rev. Gregory DeSalvatore
Office Manager. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mrs. Kim Smith
Traditional Music Dir. & Organist . . . . Ms. Joy Caldwell
Church Custodian. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mrs. Mary Brown

Our Friday morning study group meets at 9 AM in the Welcome Room and is currently
studying the book of Romans. Come and share in our fellowship. All men are invited!

Book Study
Our Wednesday afternoon study group (book chat) meets at 3:30 PM in the Welcome
Room. Our next discussion of chapters 25 & 26 and the conclusion will be on April 10.

From the Pastor’s Porch…
The Psalmist writes in Psalm 48: verse 14

For this God is our God for ever and ever;
he will be our guide even to the end.
In the Hebrew language, the future is behind a person and not out in front.
Instead of striding confidently into the future, the Hebrews talked about stumbling
backward into it. We can see the past, but we cannot see the future, and we can
never tell exactly our foot will land. Isn’t this an accurate description of life’s uncertainties? Christ asks us to put our hand in his because he can see the future as well
as the past. He is the one who transcends time’s boundaries. He is the Lord of tomorrow as much as he is the Lord of today and yesterday. He can see exactly where
each footstep will go. It is never irrational for us to put our hand in the hand of God.
In fact, it is the only rational choice for us, considering our vantage point in life. If we
choose to go it alone, we will most certainly back into something destructive.
As a Christian you do not know what the future holds, but you do know who
holds your hand. Remember that old song, ’I Know Who Holds Tomorrow’ by Ira P.
Stanphill? It is still in some hymnals today. Look in our thin ‘Living Praise Hymnals in
the pews. The chorus is:

OUTREACH/MISSIONS
The deadline for submission of this article is upon me (sorry Kim).
Accordingly, this will be a short reminder of two upcoming events.
First, our next opportunity to reach out to the community through our
involvement with the Community Kitchen occurs on April 20th. We will be
gathering in the kitchen of the Christian Temple church to prepare and serve a
simple, nutritious meal to some of our areas less fortunate citizens. We will
begin at 10:30 and we will finish up around 1:30. This is always a time of wonderful fellowship for us and an opportunity for the recipients of the meal to experience the love of Jesus through our actions. If you are interested in helping
out, please speak with Bryan for further details.
Second, the month of May is just around the corner. That means we
again will be collecting donations for the residents at the Bath VA Center.
Each year this is one of our most popular and meaningful outreach ministries.
Please watch for the insert in the May church bulletins for suggestions for
items to donate and look for the patriotically decorated donation box in the
sanctuary. I urge you to continue the tradition of extravagant giving to this
worthwhile cause.
Bryan Caldwell

‘Many things about tomorrow, I don’t seem to understand;
But I know who holds tomorrow, And I know who holds my hand.
If you get ready to put your foot down in the wrong place, God will stop you
and nudge you in another direction. He will shift your direction often, and as you look
back on the way he has led, you will find that he has never guided you into a deadend street or into a destructive situation. When your hand is in his and you come to
the end of the way, you will be able to say, “I never lost a day.”
The essence of being a Christian is putting your hand in the hand of Christ and
turning your back on any rights to the direction of your life. Your future becomes his,
and he leads you.
Lead on, O King Eternal, your servants are following.
Blessings in Christ,

Pastor Greg

Welcome New Members!!
On Sunday, March 24, our church family welcomed the transfer
memberships of:

Alan and Susie Snider
into our church family from their previous church and home in Texas. We give
thanks to God for their gifts and witness in our midst. We pray for their entire
family and are blessed to have them walk with us as together, we serve our
church and community in the name of Jesus Christ.

UNITED METHODIST MEN
Greetings from UMM!
We got back on our breakfast schedule in March. Thanks to Jerry, Bryan and Jim
for serving up a dandy breakfast. Morning devotions were from Philippians 3:12-17.
Press on brother! Seek the edge and stay sharp!
UMM will be serving the sunrise breakfast Easter Sunday morning. Time will
be 7 am. We will have a signup sheet in the foyer. See Alan F. or Bryan if you can help.
Next we will be helping with the Church wide rummage sale May 1-3. Mark
your calendar now and plan to be there to help.
Sunday, May 12th, the men will hosting and cooking our annual Mother's Day
Brunch. The event will take place at 8:30 am. A signup sheet will be available.
UMM is looking ahead to the annual workday at Gil's Hills. Usually it is held the
third Saturday in May. We are waiting for Ken Jordan to list the camp repair needs.
Stay tuned as more information is coming.
Our next Men's breakfast will be Sunday July 21st at 8 am. Speaking of July, did
you ever think about attending the Family Bible Camp held at The Camp At Findley?
Go for a day or the week. Dates are July 21 thru 27, 2019. Brochures are available.
Finally, plan to attend the Men's Bible Study held every Friday at 9 am. It is
always a blessing and we thank Max for teaching. UMM, where all men and boys are
welcome!
Blessings, Alan and Bryan

Triple L’s travel and lunch at Sprague’s
On March 2, the LLL’s gathered in the popular Portville pancake place and
enjoyed an afternoon of fellowship, conversation, and several stacks of pancakes and
other fine vittles from Sprague’s Pancake House. The weather cooperated and the whole
afternoon was a blessing! We even met a large group of folks from Whitesville just a
table or two away who were similarly enjoying a meal together.
As April 18 (3rd Thursday) is Maundy Thursday, we will next meet on May16.
We are still in need of hosts. Check your calendars and come share with us!

Pastor Greg to be appointed to Cicero UMC
On Sunday, March 31 the following information was shared at the end
of worship:
Each year, before December 1, the SPRT (Staff-Parish Relations Team)
and Pastor complete a review of ministries and pastoral leadership in the local
church and submit their findings and their request for either maintaining or
changing the current pastor in the coming year.
These reports are received by the Bishop and the Appointive Cabinet,
who, through the guidance of the Holy Spirit then proceed to distribute all pastoral leadership as the needs and mission of our greater church warrant.
While our request this year mirrored the previous year’s report requesting a continuation;
It is the intention of Bishop Mark Webb, at the upcoming session of
UNY Annual Conference, to appoint Pastor Greg DeSalvatore to Cicero UMC in
the Crossroads District, effective July 1, 2019.
This will necessitate some good coordination from all the ministry teams
as we proceed toward an orderly and faith-filled transition and will effect the
previously scheduled team and Ad Council meetings between now and June
30. More information on meetings will be forthcoming.
All are requested to keep this congregation, its pastor, the entire SPR
team, and the incoming pastor (whomever that may be) in your prayers during
this season of change.

Our fastrack Lenten Lunches program
‘Give Up Something Bad for Lent’by James
W. Moore continues through April 17 from
12 noon to 1 PM and consists of a soup &
sandwich meal from 12 sharp to 12:30 and
then immediately into our program and
study until 1 PM. Please sign up in the
Lobby. See you there!

FUMC Media Center Schedule
(Volunteers arrive before 9:15 AM)
April 7 - Lewis
14 - Hunt
21 - Austin
28 - Lewis

PLEASE call another volunteer if you
can’t be at church on your assigned Sunday:
Nyhl Austin - 585-593-3315
John Lewis - 585-593-2257
Allen Hunt - 585-593-1573

Sunday, April 28th
6:30 PM
Following with a time
of Refreshments.

For any who are curious about the recently completed Special Session
of General Conference and what it all means:
Our conference website: www.unyumc.org has an ‘Events’ marker on the
main site ribbon. If you click on Events and when the pull down menu appears,
choose ‘Special Session: Recap and Reflections’ you will be able to access what
Bishop Mark Webb and some other conference leaders have to share regarding
how we move forward. Your pastor believes that our Bishop’s remarks are definitely worth the time!!!
Of an additional particular note is the active link in the ‘Recommended’
column: entitled ‘Post Special Session Videos’ which are the result of our live
stream event just a week or so earlier. In his video Bishop Webb states quite
clearly and chronologically, what was voted upon and what effect that decision
will have on our greater church. This is a valuable and concise treatment of
those few days in St. Louis and may provide good ground for our future conversations within the local church.

See you there!

Church Rummage Sale
May 1st, 2nd & 3rd

FEB ‘19

YTD ’19

Operating Budget Income

$ 17,371

33,615

Expenses:
Pastor’s Package
Other Staff
Maintenance & Supplies
Teams
Ministry Shares
All Other Expenses

$ 6,670
3,937
4,299
266
1,820
786

13,340
7,833
8,343
689
3,640
1,774

Total Expenses:

$ 17,778

35,619

Income less Expenses

$

(2,004)

(407)

Got closets, storage bins, sheds, basements? Need to
de-clutter? It's Spring and time to think about what you aren't
using and what someone else could use. You can use this as a
time to serve our community and our church as well, Bring all
your gently used things by April 29 to the Fellowship Hall.
We will need lots of help to set up and sort
the mountains of things that will be brought
for sale so please watch for opportunities to be a
part of this service to the community.
In His service,
Sharlet Fuller, chair of Rummage Sale

Focusing Prayer on God
God is a personal being. This is critical to prayer because it means that God is a
person we can interact with, that He has a will and that we are able to relate to Him
on a meaningful level. Not only is God personal, He is also loving (1 John 4:8, 16;
John 3:16). This is also important in relation to prayer. God is not only loving, He is
all loving (omnibenevolent). In relation to prayer, this means that God always desires
the best for us because He loves us.
God is also all powerful (omnipotent), meaning that no prayer is beyond His
ability to answer, "For nothing is impossible with God" (Luke 1:37). If God were less
than all powerful, then we would have no assurance that He could answer or even hear
our prayers.
The fact that God is all-knowing (omniscient) is also significant to the concept
of prayer. If God were limited, then He would not know all that is happening in His
creation. If this were the case, He might overlook our prayers because they might be
beyond His knowledge. Fortunately, the Bible is clear that God knows everything
(Psalm 139:2-4; 147: 4-5; Isaiah 46:10). In relation to God's omniscience, Jesus said,
"Your Father knows what you need before you ask him" (Matthew 6:8).
God is wise and holy. He knows what is best for us, as well as what will lead us
to holiness rather than sin. He is immanent, meaning that God is active in His creation in a personal way, not only directing greater matters of history, but also involved
in the life of everyone. This means that no prayer is too great for Him, but also that
no prayer is too small for Him.
Prayer is God's sovereignty. God is supremely in charge of everything that happens in His universe. Nothing takes Him by surprise and nothing happens in our lives
without the knowledge of God, even though we may not always understand His actions: "'For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,' declares the LORD. 'As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher
than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts'" (Isaiah 55:8-9).
In hearing and responding to our prayers,
we are assured that God will do so on the basis of
His many attributes. His personal nature, love,
power, knowledge, wisdom, holiness, immanence
and sovereignty all play a role in how we relate to
God in prayer and how He relates to us.
Joy Caldwell, Prayer Coordinator

APRIL PRAYER LIST
1 — Custodian (Mary)
2 — Women’s Bible Study
3 — Jail Ministry, Lenten Lunch
4 — Hospitalized/Homebound Church Family
5 — Men’s Bible Study
6 — Pastor Greg
7 — Pastor’s Family (Bonnie, Anthony & Family, Michael & Emily)
8 — Church Teams & Admin. Council
9 — The Unsaved in Our Community
10 — Jail Ministry, Lenten Lunch
11 — Organist & Trad. Music Dir. (Joy)
12 — Church Families
13 — Pastor Greg
14 — Pastor’s Family
15 — Holy Week Begins
16 — Gil’s Hills & Youth for Christ
17 — Jail Ministry
18 — Choir & Praise Team
19 — Good Friday
20 — Pastor Greg & Family
21 — Easter Services
22 — Prayer Warriors
23 — Those Experiencing Loss
24 — Jail Ministry
25 — AA & NA
26 — Church Volunteers
27 — Pastor Greg
28 — Pastor’s Family
29 — Office Manager (Kim)
30 — Outreach Ministries

LIBRARY UPDATE
We have entered a New Year and also the third month and celebrate SPRING.
It’s great to see and feel the sunny weather with more daylight. Pretty soon the flowers and
grass will be blooming. How beautiful is the work of GOD.
In the months of February and March the library has entered in twenty books and one
re-entry. The re-entry was one in a series by Irene Hannon, titled “Buried Secrets.” Many
books are written in series now and come out in months. Thank you to those of you that
have requested the next one to keep up with the story line. This helps me keep track of what
to order. If there is a special book you would like, please let me know as some books are
quickly discontinued. Some you just cannot find unless it turns up in a sale somewhere
(garage sale or second hand store).
The Prayer Bears are available for anyone who wishes to have one for someone facing a
difficult situation, a sick friend or relative. These bears are prayed over by the Tuesday
Bible Study Group. You can contact any member of the group or the church office.

Everyone is invited to stop into the Welcome Room either before or after church for
a cup of coffee, tea or juice and there may even be a snack or two. Get to renew old
friendships and meet new people.

Altar Flowers
If you would like to donate flowers for a particular Sunday “In Honor or In Memory
of someone, please indicate by printing your name on the flower chart. The cost is
$20 and can be given to Kim in the office anytime before the date you have chosen or
placed in the offering plate on Sunday. Thank you to all who so generously have
contributed so that fresh flowers adorn our worship experience each Sunday we
gather. If you do not wish to take the arrangement home with you after worship,
please make Kim or Pastor aware and we will make sure they are delivered as a
‘love’ gift to one of our homebound.

April Altar Flowers are given…
By Tom & Sheila Smith — April 7
In Honor of Pastor Greg’s Birthday — April 14
Still open to order — April 21 & April 28

Sue Browning

April Greeters
Roy & Polly Lucas
April Counters
Max/Gloria Shay & Bill Hamlin
April Lay Readers
7 — George Hubler
14 — Jerry Levitt
21 — Pat Barry
28 — Alan Snider

Giant Register Tapes &
Food Pantry Donations
Please bring in your nonperishable grocery and/or sundry
donations for the Salvation
Army’s food pantry on the
first Sunday of each month
(or any Sunday is okay too!).
The collection box is located in
the sanctuary. Giant register
tape collection bin is located in
the Welcome Room. Thanks!

5 — Brent Rohrabacher
8 — Pastor Greg
11 — Sandy Kasprowicz
12 — Anne Barnes
23 — Mike Palmiter
27 — Mary Rogers
29 — Theresa Brown

3—
18 —
21 —
28 —

Darrin & Elva Cornell
Roger & Joanne Horton
Chris & Jamie Forness
Guy & Brenda Milligan

