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   The time is at-hand for gridiron gladiators to face-off and de-
termine this season’s champion. Of course, despite the Super 
Bowl being in their house, the Cowboys will only be there as 
spectators. But there will be fireworks, the Blackeyed Peas at 
half-time, and commercials costing $3 million for 30 seconds. 
But, really, is that all there is?
   The Souper Bowl of Caring began in 1990 with the simple 
prayer of a Presbyterian minister in South Carolina: “Lord, 
even as we enjoy the Super Bowl football game, help us be 
mindful of those who are without a bowl of soup to eat.”
   This idea started a groundswell among churches across the 
nation to collect funds and/or foods to keep in their own com-
munities, giving 100% to the charity of their choice. FUMC 
embraced this idea early on, choosing to join the other church-
es of the AMOS (Area Mission Outreach Service) board in 
making this their major fundraiser each year.
   As Super Bowl and Souper Bowl Sunday—February 6—ap-
proach, please be mindful of this opportunity for compassion. 
Designate your check to AMOS. Get in the game, give gener-
ously, and be and MVP! 

Get Set for 
Souper Bowl 
Sunday
by Rev. Robert Pelfrey, Associate Pastor

Coming Soon!

All Church Rally

January 30
@
4 p.m.

Fellowship Hall

 And work for the peace and 
prosperity of the city where 
I sent you into exile. Pray to 
the Lord for it, for its welfare 
will determine your welfare. 

Jeremiah 29:7 (NLT)

First Church Prepares 
to Bless Midland
by Dr. Tim Walker, Senior Pastor

   I am excited!
 On Sunday, January 30, we will announce an all-church 
initiative to reach out and bless the people of Midland.  As 
I have already shared, this calling has been making its way 
into my heart since early last year.  The Church Council has 
endorsed the project, and leadership teams are forming as I 
write.  God Bless Midland! is a compassion-based ministry to 
a large number of folks of our community.  A series of events 
and experiences that our people will design will take place in 
large ways to bring major blessings to our neighbors.
   Midland is a mid-sized town, important in the Permian 
Basin economy, and a home to so many wonderful people.  
In ancient times, a city was what we would call a “mixed use” 
human settlement.  A city is a place to live and work, to buy 
and sell, to pursue and enjoy art, to worship and to seek jus-
tice—all within a short distance.         Continued on page 4A
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First Church Prepares to Bless Midland
Continued from 1A

Our church is a regional church, reaching beyond our 
campus (downtown) to the entire community (where 
you live) and beyond to those who come to Midland to 
shop, work, or play.
   A city brings people—residences, workplaces, and 
cultural institutions—together.  It creates street life and 
marketplaces, bringing about more person-to-person in-
teractions and exchanges in a day than are possible any-
where else.  This is what Biblical writers meant when the 
talked about a city.
   The Bible is filled with stories of people in cities—some 
of them much smaller than Midland, and some larger—
Jerusalem, Jericho, Tiberias, Corinth, Rome, Ephesus, 
etc.  The prophet Jonah is called to preach a message of 
repentance to an entire city.  
   When it comes to the early church, we see God’s work 
and mission no longer centers on any particular city, such 
as Jerusalem.  All the cities of the world become crucial.  
In Acts 17, Paul goes to Athens.  In Acts 18, he travels to 
Corinth—and on his story goes.  His message was shaped 
by the Gospel of Christ, and the environments of the cit-
ies he visited.
   In the city, in Midland, we have rich and poor, happy 
and sad, young and old, educated and not educated, sev-
eral ethnic groups and races, multiple employment bases, 
and a solid presence of Christian churches.  Our mission 
field contains persons God loves and we are called to 
bless.
   I know you have been blessed.  There’s no doubt about 
that.  I know I have been blessed.  I know our church has 
been blessed.  And now I am inviting you to anticipate a 
season in which we bless Midland.  Before our initiative 
or campaign is over in December of this year, I hope every 
person can finish this phrase, “God bless M_________!”
   

What can you do to share in this blessing of others:
1.   I invite you to pray.  To pray by blessing others, by 
blessing our church, blessing our community, and bless-
ing our initiative.
2.   I invite you to participate.  A growing team of lead-
ers will partner with you to bless different populations, 
locations, and organizations of our city—and above all to 
bless the people to whom we have been called.
3.   I strongly (did you get that?) encourage you to attend 
with a few friends our launch Sunday, January 30, 2011, 
in all our morning worship services.   We will be shar-
ing an overview of the year of blessing, and inviting large 
numbers of our people to serve in one way or another 
in experiences that bless our community—and that bless 
us.  Many of you will gather at 4:00 p.m. that same day to 
see the manners in which you can be involved—and to 
see what time of the year you will be serving.  It will be 
fun.  We will meet for no more than an hour.  Make every 
effort to come—whether you are new, old, long-term or 
simply one of our worshippers.

See you Sunday, January 30!

God Bless Midland!    
    

All Church 
Rally
January 30
@
4 p.m.

Fellowship Hall

They recently received this letter:
   My name is Donna Reed-Taylor and I am a hospice nurse at the Hospice Midland IPU.  WOW!  Thank 
you!!!  Your blankets are truly wonderful. Let me explain.
   The staff is very proud to present a blanket to a patient and/or family.  I wanted to personally thank 
you, compliment you and let you know that your hard work and dedication in designing and making 
the beautiful blankets is greatly appreciated.  So many families comment on the special blanket on their 
loved one’s bed.  When someone walks into the room to visit, it is nice to see a unique hand-made blanket 
over the patient.
   You might not know how much a blanket may mean to a patient or family, so I wanted to send you 
this note to let you know your efforts and gifts of love are VERY APPRECIATED.  … I wanted to let you 
know that your special blankets are extremely appreciated and really make a difference.

Sincerely,

   In addition to Hospice, these blankets go to Rays of Hope and family members in our church.  The 
Banner Committee is not only creating the beautiful works of art that hang around our campus, they 
are fulfilling the words of Jesus, “when you do it to the least of these …you do unto me” in their work 
and are a true shepherding ministry to our community.

 “To God be the glory, great things He has done!”

Blessing of the Blankets
by Dr. Glen Olsen, Director of Worship Arts
   A ministry, worked on mostly in silence yet with a great amount of 
love, was celebrated on Sunday, Jan. 16 as around 150 blankets were 
laid across the Chancel rail and were blessed by Dr. Walker for the 
ministry they will accomplish.  The Banner Committee and Faith 
Wood have made these blankets as part of their ministry to our com-
munity.

BY THE 
NUMBERS
2011 Estimate of 
Giving Campaign

379
 Estimate of Giving Cards 

Received 

$2,263,425
 Total Amount 

Committed 
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   With so many wonderful events taking place in our church and 
in the lives of our members, we would like to extend a standing 
invitation for you to share your news with your church family!

   Below is a 2011 schedule for the bi-weekly distribution of 
the Tower Times, including  deadlines to submit information 
about church events, personal new and photos you would 

like to share. 

Distribution Date/Submission Deadline
January 21/January 12
February 4/January 26
February 18/February 9
March 4/February 23
March 18/March 9  
April 1/March 23
April 15/April 6
April 29/April 20
May 13/May 4
May 27/May 18
June 10/June 1
June 24/June 15
July 8/June 29
July 22/July 13
August 5/July 27
August 19/August 10
September 2/August 24
September 16/September 7
September 30/September 21
October 14/October 5
October 28/October 19
November 11/November 1
November 25/November 15
December 9/November 30
December 23/December 13
January 6/December 27  

   Weekly bulletin announcements must be received each 
Monday by noon. Please do not hesitate to contact Krystal 
Porter, Director of Communications, at 432.682.3701 ext. 
222 or krystalporter@firstmethodistmidland.com if you have 
questions or requests. 

Women’s Retreat: Registration 
Deadline Approaching Fast!
Ladies,

We are getting close to our 8th Annual Women’s Retreat.   During our 6th retreat we re-
newed our faith through prayer.  We walked the labyrinth and studied different ways we 
pray.  Last year, for our 7th retreat, we talked about how God is always thinking of us and 
how we continue to show our love for others through him.  It is now time to register for 
our 8th annual retreat.  You can pick up a brochure in the office or online at the church 
website, at www.firstmethodistmidland.com.  We will also be in the Apostles Hallway the 
rest of January and the first Sunday of February. The deadline to register is February 9, 
2011.  If you have any questions please call Melissa Shuler at 432.262.3905.   Join us for 
our 8th annual Women’s Retreat Feb. 18-20 at Camp Butman where we are “Free to be Me”. 

Blessings,
Melissa Hagins

Promiseland 
Praise Band Tryouts

Saturday, Jan. 22 
11 a.m. - Noon (Drama Room)

Have talent? Come try out!
       We are looking for drummers, keyboardists, guitarists and vocalists to sub 
for our current members. Contact Donna Fields at 432.682.3701 ext. 229 or                                        
donnafields@firstmethodistmidland.com for more information.



Luke Alexander Hyatt
Baptized 10-10-10

Upcoming
Events

1.23
 Blessing of the Babies 

Service
10:45 a.m. 

(Sanctuary) 

1.30
God Bless Midland!

Launch
(All Services) 

1.30
All Church Rally

God Bless Midland!
4 p.m.

(Fellowship Hall) 

1.30
 Healing Service

9:30 a.m.
(Chapel) 

2.2
 The Skit Guys

7 p.m.
(Fellowship Hall) 

2.6
 Souper Bowl Sunday

(All Services) 

3.5
Gary Chapman:

The Marriage You Have 
Always Wanted

Coming Soon!

The Skit Guys
 are Coming!
Wednesday, February 2, 7 p.m., Fellow-
ship Hall (Free)
Tommy Woodard and Eddie James are 
“The Skit Guys.” They have been best 
friends since high school. Think of them 
as the wise guys in class who had every-
one laughing and managed to make a ca-
reer out of it. They've been teaching God's 
word using comedy and drama for over 
twenty years.

The Skit Guys 
are Coming!

Wednesday, February 2
7 p.m., Fellowship Hall (Free)

Tommy Woodard and Eddie 
James are “The Skit Guys.” 
They have been best friends 
since high school. Think of 
them as the wise guys in class 
who had everyone laughing 
and managed to make a ca-
reer out of it. They've been 
teaching God's word using 
comedy and drama for over 
twenty years.

For more information, contact           
Rev. Jay Gage at 682.3701, ext. 233.

   Our Christian Family
        as of 1/14/2011

Christian Sympathies To:
 

Joys:

 Jeff and Kathryn White                                  
are proud new parents                                   
to a baby girl, Emerie 
Noelle White. 

Roger and Sarah 
Wyrick welcomed their 
daughter, Harper Jean, 
on December 30, 2010.

   Keith and Judy Summer and family on the death of Judy’s 
mother, Jo Terrell. 
   Jack and Kay Ellis on the death of  Kay’s cousin, Pat Morris, of 
Longview, Texas.
   Joan Lucas on the death of her uncle, R.B. Dawson, of  Tulia, 
Texas.
   Joyce Moore on the death of her daughter, Barbara Wilkinson.
   Mark and Niki Moshell on the death of Mark’s mother, Anne 
Moshell of Cuthbert, Texas.
   Rosemary Williams on the death of her son, Roger Eaton.
   Bess Baker on the death of her great-grandson, Nathan         
Robertson.
   Bobby and Denise Burns on the death of her mother, Verna 
Timian.
   Merle Haag on the death of her sister, Mrs. I.E. Whitehood, of 
Boston, MA.
   Dave and Mitzi Thomas and family on the death of her father, 
Manuel Hastings.
   Luke and Kathy Lea and family on the death of her mother,  
Eleanor Kimberlin.

New Members

Fredda Louise Black

Chris and Ashley 
Bryant

Brady and Jennifer
Rocket

Beckie, Bob, Nicole 
and Sabrina Roberts


