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Discussion, Learning, Service 
 
As fall arrives the opportunities for discussion, learning and service 
within our faith community increases.  Here are some opportunities 
we are working on.   
 
On Sunday, September 13, we will be holding our third annual “God’s 
Work, Our Hands” day of service.  Together with thousands of other 
ELCA congregations we will take time out to do a few hours of service.  
After a brief worship service at 10:30 am we will self-select into one of 
six projects: 
 

• Assembling hygiene kits for refugees. 
• Clean a neighborhood public space.  
• Quilting. 
• Design and write greeting cards to those in prison or military. 
• Clean, sort, organize our food pantry. 
• Extract honey from our two roof top bee hives 

 
Each project will last about an hour and then all will gather for lunch at 
12:45 in the fellowship hall. 
 
Starting the week of September 27, we will be holding a 4 week con-
gregational small group session similar to what we did last year.  This 
year our main topic will be race.  Given the violent acts the last few 
years, especially against young black men, this issue has come to the 
forefront.  As we look deeper we realize that we as individuals and as a 
society have not properly addressed race.  In our Declaration of Inde-
pendence it is stated that “all are created equal, that they are endowed 
by their creator with certain unalienable rights that among these are 
life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.  But in practice not all people 
are treated equally.  How do we address this fact going forward?  As we 
engage in this discussion we hope to use God’s word and other re-
sources to talk openly and honestly.    My hope is that everyone in our 
faith community will participate in this potentially difficult yet 
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very important discussion. During this time, Theology on Tap will be 
on hold so young adults are available to participate in the small groups 
as well.    
 
Poverty and homelessness continue to rise in our city.  Many more 
homeless are living on the streets than ever before.   For example, just 
three weeks ago a group of 5-8 homeless people set up living quarters 
under the eve in the building across the street from the church.  This is 
causing lots of stress in our space as we try to keep the church grounds 
clean and sanitary.  We are not sure how we can best deal with the 
problem but something will need to be done.  In short this is no way 
human beings should have to live.  
 
Finally we need to pray for our city and the cities around our country 
as violence continue to grow.  This stems mostly from the use of drugs 
and proliferation of illegal guns, according to police Chief Kathy Lanier.  
My perspective is that guns have no place in an urban environment.  
We are seeing guns show up in the hands of children and teenagers 
who are using them when they are angry or to retaliate on some wrong 
already committed.  When this happens people die.  Those who oppose 
guns know that the solution lies in getting the guns off the streets.  
Those who are pro-gun hold fast to the belief that everyone should 
have a right to have a gun.  If this stand-off continues the killing will go 
on.  I pray that we can work out a compromise sooner rather than later 
so that our streets will be safer and our children can live long lives.  
 
Pastor Tom Knoll 
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Rejoice in the LORD, you righteous;  
it is good for the just to sing praises. 

Praise the LORD with the harp; 
play to him upon the psaltery and lyre. 

Sing for him a new song; 
sound a fanfare with all your skill upon the trumpet. 

For the word of the LORD is right,  
and all his works are sure. 

Psalm 33:1–4 
 
First Trinity and St. Matthew's fall liturgical schedule will 
soon be beginning, and you are invited to be part of it! Our 
choir season will begin on Sunday, September 20 at 9:15 in 
the choir loft. 
 
We always are happy to welcome new choir members—
there are no auditions, and you don't need to commit to be-
ing present for every rehearsal or service. We always focus 
mostly on the music and liturgy for the service we are about 
to sing. The choir usually sings three or four Sundays a 
month from September through May. 
 
We are also happy to welcome instrumental players—
whether the psaltery, lyre, or even more conventional in-
struments like the piano or flute. We often feature instru-
mental soloists, and also enjoy a range of ensembles through 
the year. 
 
If you have any questions or would like more information 
about music at First Trinity and St. Matthew's, please don't 
hesitate to get in touch with me. 
 

Music’s only purpose should be the glory of God 
and the recreation of the human spirit. 

J. S. Bach 
 
Stefan Brodd 
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God’s Work. Our Hands. Sunday 
 

Plan to join us Sunday, September 13, for the third 
annual ELCA church-wide day of service. After wor-
ship we will divide into service project teams and con-
clude with lunch together in the Fellowship Hall. Help 
us make a difference in our community!  
 

Here are our project opportunities: 
 Assemble hygiene kits for refugees 
 Clean neighborhood park 
 Quilting 
 Design greeting cards for those in prison or in the military 
 Sort, clean, and stock the food pantry 

 
 
Lutheran Day at Nationals Park 

 

Lutheran Day at the Nats will be the Sep-
tember 19, 4:05 game against the Marlins! 
Please sign up on the list in the back of the 
church if you are interested or contact 
Amanda Patton (akpatton@gmail.com) for 
tickets. 
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First Trinity History 
The letter below was received by First Trinity staff earlier this summer. 
Enjoy! 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
I thought you might enjoy a bit of history.  With the passing of my par-
ents, I have inherited the family heirlooms.  Among the many treasures 
is my grandmother’s bible.  Evidently, my Grandmother (Emma 
Schreiber Weidman) was a Sunday school teacher at your church back 
in 1926 (see the photo below). At the time, she was living at 642 E St. 
NE, which seems to be just around the corner from the church.  It is 
very gratifying to see that you still have a thriving presence in down-
town DC.   
 
Please let the congregation know that their gift from 1926 is still cher-
ished today. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
John McLean 
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First Trinity Hostel 
 
 June through August saw good use of the hostel here at First Trinity.  
14 groups, for a total of 310 people, stayed with us. We were able to 
offer hospitality to a diverse and eclectic array of visitors.  The Nation-
al Korean American Service & Education Consortium sponsored a 
dreamers van tour to highlight immigration issues, members of a Suda-
nese church in Nebraska came to bring attention to the civil war in Su-
dan and boy scouts, youth groups and college students came from as 
far away as Bellevue, WA and New Brunswick, Canada. 
 
One of the highlights for me was offering a blessing of the bikes for a 
boy scout troop riding the C&O Canal from DC to Pittsburgh.  We put 
the bikes in a circle and as they stood next to them with one hand on 
the bike and the other raised in blessing of each other, they spoke out 
loud the fears, anxieties and concerns they had.  Then we asked God to 
be present on the trip with them and help them on their way.  Last 
week, we got this note from a troop leader: “please let Pastor Blume 
know that her blessing worked.  We all got through the bike trip with 
just a few bumps and scrapes and a few bike repairs.” 
 
Pastor Susanne Blume 
Hostel Coordinator 

 

8 A view of the C&O Canal from the bike path. 
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Save the Date 

 
 

Lifeline Partnership 
Harvest Festival 

 
 

Saturday 
November 14 

12:00 pm – 4:00 pm 
 
 

Please join us for a very fun 
day to support a great cause! 
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All In The Family 
 

Nothing says summer like wed-
dings, vacations and sweet corn! 

In early July 
Office Man-
ager Anne 
took local 
youth to the 
National Lu-
theran Youth 
Gathering in 
Detroit.  Af-
terward, she 

went directly to Iowa and married 
Vito Corti. Congratulations Anne 
and Vito! Many of you may  
remember Emily Oline who played 
the flute in 
worship. A 
couple of 
years ago we 
said goodbye 
to Emily as 
she followed 
her boyfriend 
to the West 
Coast. Things 
worked out 
great for her 
and Emily and Sam Lee were  
married August 23rd by Pastor 
Wendy in Emily’s home state of 
Iowa! Congrats to you, Emily and 
Sam!  Anna Z, Peter, Nina and 
Oliver Gwynn went to the Outer 
Banks for vacation and had a great 
time!  John and Bonnie Priebe 
went on a Mississippi river cruise 
that ended up on the Ohio River 
instead because the Mississippi 
was too high due to all the rain in 

the mid-west.  It was a disappoint-
ment at first but ended up to be a 
good trip, reports Bonnie.  Mark 
and Jean Raabe have settled  
into Woman Lake in Minnesota for 
the dog days of August.  Jean 
caught a whopper of a Walleye 
and looking at the picture it looks 
to be at least 30” long.  Check out 

the photo, we have actual proof, 
and not just a Raabe fish story.  
Kimberly Orr went to Australia 
for work and New Zealand for fun! 
She also managed to take in a Red 
Sox game at Fenway on a work 
trip, too! Ruth Worman and Mag-
dalena traveled to Minnesota, 
but also spend significant weeks in 
DC and attending First Trinity. In 
mid-August, Magdalena returned 
to Honduras. Buena Suerte,  
Magdalena! It was beach time 
for the babies as both Madison and 
Rosalie took their parents to the 
beach! Rachel and Linnea  
Hatteberg traveled to Norway. If 
the pictures are any indication, it 
was a great trip! Pastor 
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Wendy and Jonathan also got 
away this summer spending lots of 
time in Iowa with family, eating 
sweet corn and attending the local 
Norwegian Festival – the Nordic 
Fest! There might have also been 
some lefse eating that happened! 
Pastor Tom says he’ll never let 
Pastor Wendy and Anne Corti go 
on vacation at the same time 
again! Stefan Brodd was able to 
take some time to be with family 
in MN and we got to see our old 
friend John Touchton on the piano 
for a Sunday.  Roger Wissman 
traveled to his alma matter,  
Oregon State University, for a visit.  
Roger reports that lots of things 
have changed since he went there, 
for one thing 35,000 more stu-
dents.   Will and Wendi Bevins 
went to Wales to celebrate their 
11 year wedding anniversary, 
Happy Anniversary Will and 
Wendi.  Will is starting his  
second year at the Lutheran 
School of Theology in Philadelphia 
and Wendi is working for  
Lutheran World Relief headquar-
tered in Baltimore.  Pastor Phil’s 
spouse Karen took him to Cape 
Cod again this year! Bill and Nancy 
Schneider took their small  
motor boat to Maine again this 
year for three weeks.  They did 
this last year and ran out of gas off 
the coast of Maine.  Thank God for 
cell phones.   Peter Buscemi went 
to the UK to play in the big time 
lawyer’s golf tournament,  
unfortunately his team lost.  
They’ll get them next year.  I’m 

sure we missed many of your va-
cations – send us a postcard next 
year and get mentioned in All in 
the Family! Greg Nelson and Jen-
nifer Nye have settled in to  
Singapore.  They must be planning 
a trip to Cambodia, Indonesia, and 
Malaysia because Facebook says 
they were picking up some travel 
books.   Betty Jones celebrated her 
95th birthday and wants to thank 
everyone for the thoughtful cards 
and words of kindness.  As you can 
see in the picture, a group from 
First Trinity went over to her 
apartment to celebrate with her.    

Former members and now pastors 
Kjersten Priddy, serving a con-
gregation in Battle Creek  
Michigan, and Kelly Chatman, 
serving a congregation in  
Minneapolis, stopped by to say hi 
while they were here in DC, great 
to see them both.  A very busy  
couple of months and I’m sure we 
didn’t even catch half of it.  As our 
good friend Garrison Keillor says, 
“Be Well, Do Good Work and Keep 
in Touch”     
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Child Prostitution: 
Not on Our Watch. Not in Our Backyards.   

 
Since our meeting in April 2015 with The Women of the ELCA Metro 
DC Synodical Women’s Organization, some at First Trinity have been 
organizing to assist organizations that are actively working to stop Hu-
man Trafficking, in particular Child Prostitution, in our community 
(please see the May 2015 Newsletter which provides an introduction). 
We understand it is a tremendous undertaking but with God’s grace 
and together as a congregation, we will prevail. 
 
Sex Trafficking: Particularly Child Prostitution – is a heinous crime 
that we hear about on the nightly news and in special interest stories 
from around the world or in some glorified “happy ending” version 
portrayed in Hollywood movies. Both media frames this horrendous 
misconduct as an issue in foreign countries- something far removed 
from our daily lives. In reality, it is a thriving criminal industry in the 
United States which is worth $9.8billion. Every year, an average of 
100,000 children is forced into sexual exploitation in this country 
which puts United States to rank # 4 as the “Top Five Countries with 
Highest Rates of Child Prostitution” in the world - a ranking we should 
be ashamed of.  
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The average age of entry into prostitution in America is 13 years old. 
Most children that are forced into prostitution tend to have vulnerabil-
ities such as disadvantaged backgrounds, abusive households, foster 
care system, etc.  And since many of these minors don’t have a support 
system, there’s no one to notice they’re missing.   
 
But, children who come from a loving, caring family are just as vulnera-
ble.  The middle class suburban communities are fast becoming the 
new epicenter of sex trafficking in America. Today, two cultural forces 
are converging to make America's youth easy targets for sex traffick-
ers. Younger and younger girls and boys are engaging in attitudes and 
practices which are primarily influenced by media and advertisement. 
The pressure to conform means thousands have little self-worth and 
are vulnerable to exploitation. At the same time, thanks to social me-
dia, texting, and chatting services, predators are able to ferret out their 
victims more easily than ever before.  
 
They aren’t bad kids who made bad choices. They are victims of child 
sex trafficking. Children who are forced into a life they never chose, 
manipulated, abused and tortured at the hands of the pimps who con-
trol them. They come from our neighborhoods, our schools, our 
churches, and sometimes our own homes. These are our children sold 
on the streets, on the internet and at truck stops across the United 
States.  
 
We CANNOT and WILL NOT stand idle and watch our children become 
victims of crimes that strip their hopes, dreams and future - Not on our 
watch. Not in our Backyards. Let’s together as a congregation and as a 
community do the work that the Lord commanded (Psalm 42:4 
“Rescue the weak and the needy, deliver them from the hand of the  
wicked.”).  
 
Suzana S. Chowdhury 
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Dear sisters and brothers, 
 
The bishops of the African Methodist Episcopal Church 
have issued a statement and call to action to recognize 
Sunday, Sept. 6, as “Confession, Repentance and Commit-

ment to End Racism Sunday.” The African Methodist Episcopal Church 
is a longtime ELCA dialogue and ecumenical coalition partner. I re-
sponded to them pledging our support and stating that I would invite 
our bishops, pastors and leaders to participate in this effort, especially 
by preaching on racism and racial justice in church and society. This is 
a way to accompany our sisters and brothers in the African Methodist 
Episcopal Church, African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church and Chris-
tian Methodist Episcopal Church and to continue in our own church the 
conversation about racism.  
 
I believe we are experiencing a kairotic moment. Something is happen-
ing in our church and in our country. Many of us are hearing and see-
ing in ways we haven’t before, and we are motivated to take action. 
Participating in “Confession, Repentance and Commitment to End Rac-
ism Sunday” is a start. ELCA.org connects you to ELCA worship re-
sources under the liturgy tab for Sunday, Sept. 6. You can also find 
more information and resources from the African Methodist Episcopal 
Church (http://www.ame-church.com/) under the News and Events 
tab, then click on “official announcements”. I encourage you to reach 
out to a nearby African Methodist Episcopal congregation to build rela-
tionships together.  
 
ELCA members, congregations and groups are also warmly invited to 
participate in the events in Washington, D.C., Sept. 1-2 that will launch 
the “Liberty and Justice for All” movement. For more information, 
please go to the AME website above and follow the links. 
 
The road to ending racism is long and hard, but we are not alone. Jesus 
walks with us. Let's take this step together. 
Thank you for your ministry. 

 
The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton  
Presiding Bishop 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
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DATE 
WORSHIP 

ASSISTANT CRUCIFER GREETER USHERS 
SANDWICH 

MAKERS 
FELLOWSHIP 

HOUR 

Pentecost 15 
Sun, Sept 6 Vicky Bass 

Fred 
Fauntleroy Amanda Patton 

Roger Wissman 
Tom Roschke John Priebe FT Group 1 

Pentecost 16 
Sun, Sept 13 Ben Bengfort 

Sebastian 
Gordon 

Megan 
Van Etten 

Judson James 
Paul Diehl Lisa Vassou FT Group 2 

Pentecost 17 
Sun, Sept 20 Todd Benson 

Robbi 
Woodson Chris Orvin 

Katie Anderson 
Edna Hicks 

Phil Soucy 
Glen Sea FT Group 3 

Pentecost 18 
Sun, Sept 27 Brian Werner Lori Pitts 

Suzana 
Chowdhury 

Greg Priddy 
Greg Lennon Susie King St. Matthew’s 

18 
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Please notify the church office of any omissions or corrections. 
19 

July 
1 Gerald House 
2 Emerson Gazlay 
4 Asher Magestad 
4 Betty Jones 
5 Lori Gerhard 
7 Jeff Barnes 
13 Daniel Moeller 
13 Joe Rawson 
17 Katie Anderson 
21 Elsie Schneider 
21 Sara Myers 
24 Anne Sanyi 
25 Kjersten Priddy 
26 Fran Knoll  
28  Liz Murphy 
29 Andre Brooks 
29 Phil Soucy 
30 Greg Lennon 
 

August 
1 Emily Oline 
2 Ann Rawlins 
2 Natalie Heinitz 
5 Susanne Blume 
5 Kyle Davis 
6 Daniel Knoll 
7 Kathryn Densford 
10 Barbara Hennig 
10 Mel Schwarz 
11 Olivia Knotts 
18 Anna Vassou 
21 Carol Schneider 
22 Laura Roschke 
24 Heather Pardise 
29 Nancy Schneider 
31 Oscar Keister 
 
 
 

September 
1 Rachel Hatteberg 
3 Jeff Davis  
3 Ron Morgan 
4 Naomi Fortis 
6 Cecelia Dorsey 
8 Janet Huggins 
8 David Preisinger 
11 Madison Forde 
12 Bert Knotts 
12 Bobbi Sigworth 
14 Winnie Jonah 
17 Will Doscher 
18 Ardell House  
22  Rose Morgan 
23 Maureen Doscher 
24 Robbi Woodson 
25 Peter Buscemi 
28 Dane Knotts 
28 Rebecca Lloyd 
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