
from creature. 
 
   The entry of sin into 
the created order sets 
the stage for a host of 
needs to be addressed 
and resolved by the 
work of Christ.  There 
is a serpent whose head 
must be crushed (Gen 
3:15-16).  There is a 
curse placed upon the 
creation (Romans 8:22-
24) which causes the 
world to groan under its 
severity.  There are the 
hearts of men and 
women made in God’s 
image which are marred 
and mangled causing us 
to search around in the 
dark for truth (John 1:3; 
Romans 1:18-20), and 
we are unable to escape 
the inheritance of Ad-
am’s first sin.  The gos-
pel is good news for 
those who need a savior 
from these three ene-
mies of God’s most 
beautiful creation and 
powerful Word; namely 
sin, the world and the 
devil. 
 
   The story of the gos-
pel is most clearly laid 
out in narrative form in 
the book of Exodus.  It 
is here that we see the 
effects of a forced cap-
tivity upon those whom 
God had already chosen 
to be His own people.  
It is in the book of the  

   In Galatians chapter 1 
Paul raises the possibil-
ity that there are those 
who would preach “a 
different gospel” from 
the one he and the oth-
er Apostles were 
preaching.  Indeed that 
very reality was the im-
petus of the letter to 
Galatia as people 
known as Judaizers 
were telling new gentile 
converts legalisms that 
were contrary to Jesus’ 
message of grace.  If 
you’ve been following 
this series on “Raising 
our Kids in the Gospel” 
then you may be won-
dering by now “just 
how broad is our defini-
tion of the gospel?”  
We have a great need 
for a clear definition of 
the gospel that we seek 
to pass on to our kids.  
Not only so that we 
avoid preaching a dif-
ferent gospel, as Paul 
warns us, but also so 
that we are actually 
feeding our kids on 
Christ and not the ele-
mentary principles of 
our culture (Colossians 
2:8).  Anything other 
than Jesus and His 
Words and Spirit of life 
will leave us wondering 
why our efforts are fall-
ing short.  So what is 
the gospel?  And how 
do we apply it to par-
enting? 

   The term “the Gos-
pel” gets used often in 
church and it can mean 
many things to many 
people.  Specifically and 
evangelically the gospel 
is simply the “Good 
News” that Jesus died 
to take away our sins 
and rose from the dead 
to conquer death.  This 
gift of forgiveness is 
ours through faith in 
Christ’s work on our 
behalf.  This is wonder-
ful in it’s succinctness, 
but it lacks the whole 
scope of what people 
mean when they use the 
term “the gospel” to 
describe the world in 
which we live. 
 
   The gospel is a story.  
It is a story that began 
before the creation of 
the world (Eph. 1:4) 
when God chose us to 
be in Christ.  It includes 
the repeated declara-
tions of God in Genesis 
1 that everything he 
made is good.  This 
goodness reflects the 
holiness of God, the 
righteousness of His 
character, the power of 
His laws governing the 
universe by His Word 
alone.  We marvel at 
God’s ability to create 
something out of noth-
ing.  It, among a host of 
other things, is what 
distinguishes Creator 
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Pentateuch, written by Moses, that we are introduced to God as a Covenant making God; one who repeatedly ap-
proaches His people first in order to establish a relationship.  He is a God who is still committed to His good cre-
ation as we see in His covenant with Noah.  He is a God who is still  committed to saving us from sin as we see in 
Abraham’s covenant episodes of Gen 12, 15 and 17.  He is a God whose character is revealed in the Decalogue of 
Exodus chapter 20 and again as Moses speaks with Him on the mountain in Exodus 34.  He is a God who is rich 
in mercy, slow to anger and abounding in love. 
 
   It is this God who John is referring to in the opening verses of his gospel.  John 1:11-13 says that “Jesus came 
to that which was His own and His own did not receive Him.”  In this verse John is acknowledging all we have 
discussed to this point in this article.  The God who created everything, the God who promised to destroy the 
serpent, the God who cursed the land, the God who promised life and peace, this God who saved His people 
with miraculous and terrifying plagues from Egypt is the one who was standing before the Jewish people and they 
did not recognize Him.  
 
   This is what Paul means when he warns that we do not preach a different gospel.  He is warning us not to miss 
who Jesus is by twisting or turning Him into a caricature or mistaking our culture for the teachings of Jesus.  Yes 
even God’s own people can miss or move away from the true Gospel.  John 1:18 says “No one has ever seen 
God; the only God, who is at the Father’s side, he has made him known.”  He has made him known in the person 
of Jesus Christ. 
 
   As parents we raise our kids in the gospel when we are able to properly locate our kids’ experience of this world 
within the biblical story. There are questions we ask ourselves to assess this. The questions follow from the vari-
ous parts of the Covenant Community’s experiences of their captivity, wilderness testing, conquest of the Land of 
Canaan, the cycle of the Judges of Israel, life under the rule of Covenant Anointed Kings, the reproach of the 
Prophets of Israel and the subsequent exile resulting from disobedience. Thus our motifs for formulating our 
questions of our lives and locating ourselves in the gospel story are as follows, 

1. Creation: The goodness of God’s World ruled according to His Word. The world at its core reflects the 
glory of God. God loves His creation.  

2. Fall: Our inherited sin and inability to glorify God as His creatures. The curse of God upon the earth in-
forms our understanding of the hard parts of our reality full of thorns and thistles.  

3. The Promise of God to Abraham: God will redeem His people and faith will be the operating principle of 
the Covenant with God.  

4. The Exodus: God rescues His chosen people from their captivity. 
5. The Law: God rules His people with His Words of life. We respond to God’s initiating gracious purchase 

of us. We do not obey to become His people. We obey because we are His people. 
6. The Wilderness: We are to trust God for sustenance and guidance. This will lead us safely to the goal of flourish-

ing in His Promises and dwelling with Him forever.  
7. The Conquest: We are to be killing sin in our lives or it will be killing us. We are to own our salvation by the 

process of dying to self and living as slaves to Christ.  
8. The Judges: God rescues even those who willingly get stuck in the cycle of sin. We must take note of this cycle 

and become adept at calling out to God. The frequency of our repentance and our joy of living in fellowship with 
God will keep us from abusing the covenant.  

9. The Covenant Kings: We live under the rule of Covenant Leadership. Christ is our Covenant King who fights on 
our behalf destroying sin and death by His own sacrifice on the cross and subsequent resurrection.  He is the head 
of the church and the elders and pastors are given offices to shepherd His people in faithful leadership; pointing to 
God’s Word and promises.  

10. Exile: The result of leaders and the community who follow them down a path of disobedience, injustice, faithless-
ness, and ignorance of God’s Word, is to be judged. We as a people, who call ourselves by the name Christian, 
must live lives worthy of our calling.                                                            Continued on Page 5 
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First Presbyterian Church of Greenville, Ohio 
Minutes of the Session of 

May 9, 2019 
 

I. Opening 
 A. Call meeting to order with reading of the Word and prayer 
  The May 2019 stated meeting of the Session of First Presbyterian Church of Greenville was
 called to order on May 9, 2019 at 7 PM at 114 E. 4th St, Greenville, OH by Pastor Andrew  
 Gilman.  Hendrik van der Walt opened the meeting with prayer. 
   
 Members Present: Don Stevenson, Bruce Stoltz, Pam Bowman, Helen Miller, Ginny Bertram, Peter 
 Haviza, and Hendrik van der Walt. 
 Members Absent: Gary Riegle, Ray Laughlin, George Luce and Darrell Fryman 
 
 B. Approval of Docket   Motion to approve docket with emendations was made by Bruce Stoltz and 
 seconded by Pam Bowman.  The motion passed 7-0. 
  
 Emendations of the Docket 
  Angie Cotie desired to use the Building on July 27, 2019. 
  Building Security 
  Marilyn Light’s Resignation as Choir Director 
 
 Communications 
  Correspondence regarding scholarship requests 
  Presbytery Docket 
  Pastor’s Report 
  Deacon’s Report 
 
 Approval of Minutes   Pam Bowman motioned to approve the April 11, 2019 Session meeting 
 minutes.  Hendrik van der Walt seconded the motion and it passed 7-0. 
 
 Instruction Intermission   Session then went into a transition instruction discourse that lasted until 
 7:40 p.m. 
 
II. Tonight’s Agenda Items 
 
 Committee Reports 
 
  Property & Maintenance 
  -Eisenhower Church Furnishings presented a $9,695.00 estimate to Bruce Stoltz for the  
  pew cushions.  A motion was made by Bruce Stoltz to allow that firm to proceed with meas-
  urements and a final price estimate.  This motion was seconded by Hendrik van der Walt and 
  passed 7-0. 
  - A motion was made to undertake minor repairs on the roof.  This was proposed by Bruce 
  Stoltz and seconded by Peter Haviza.  The motion passed 7-0. 
  -Some discussion revolved around spending $980.00 on mulching around the church.  In the 
  end, no formal vote was taken although a donation was received later to undertake the project 
  in June. 
  - The Angie Cotie request for the building on July 27, 2019 was also discussed, but was tabled 
  pending availability of Lori Conway or other church staff to allow her into the building on that 
  date. 
 



   Personnel 
   -Lori Conway has accepted the Janitorial position and has started working in the church. 
   - Some discussion occurred in the meeting about an updated Job Description for Angie.  
   This matter was directed to the Personnel committee and further action will take place at a 
   later meeting. 
   - Marilyn Light is resigning as Choir Director.  Doug Klinsing will most likely take over 
   the duties although not on a weekly basis.  Andy also brought up for discussion that this 
   would be the time to review the Music for church services and tentatively proposed com-
   bining contemporary music performances with the traditional choir offerings.  He will be 
   looking into performers.  
 
   Finance Report 
   - A brief report was submitted by Don Stevenson.  Peter Haviza motioned to accept the 
   report and it was seconded by Pam Bowman.  The motion passed 7-0. 
 
   Parish Life Report 
   - Things are moving forward on the September retreat.  Pastor Gilman will be discussing 
   the matter with staff at the Brethren Retirement Community where the retreat is likely to 
   take place this year.  
   - Helen Miller gave a brief update on her review of the roles noting that of the various 
   people who participated in the 2013 church directory roughly 80 were still active in the 
   church while another 30 have left the church or departed in other ways. 
 
   Education 
   - Considerable discussion resolved around the desirability of having a $15.00 fee for VBS 
   this year to cover incidental expenses as well as the desirability of having the fee to indi
   cate the value of the program itself.  In the end a vote was taken to have this fee attached 
   to VBS this year with the motion being proposed by Gary Riegle and seconded by Pam 
   Bowman.  The motion passed 7-0.  
   - A lengthy discussion occurred about scheduling times for adult classes on Sundays.   
   Various time proposals were discussed.  However, it was decided to further review these 
   times at a later meeting. 
 
   Scholarships 
   -There are no graduating seniors this year although $1000 awards will be given to current 
   college students.  Since 1974, $322,150 worth of scholarships have been handed out.   
   Peter Haviza will hand out scrolls this year for these awards.  
 
   Pastor’s Report 
   - Attendance is staying pretty steady, varying from 87-121 in April.   
   -Andy will be attending the Flint, Michigan Presbytery meeting on May 17 & 18. 
   - General Assembly will be taking place in Denver Colorado from June 18-21. 
III. Closing 
 Peter Haviza motioned to close the meeting at approximately 9 PM.  Bruce Stoltz seconded and the  
 motion passed 7-0. 
 
   John Vehre     Andy Gilman 
   Clerk of Session    Moderator of Session 
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The Big Picture of  the Gospel, continued 
 
The old hymn has it right when it says “To be happy in Jesus, we must trust and obey”. This is the life of faith.  
 
   So these are our 10 motifs. We locate our daily experiences within these and decide whether we are interacting with 
God’s good creation or a thorn resulting from “the Fall”. We ask ourselves if we are being tested as in the wilderness or if 
we are putting to death the remnants of our sin and flesh as the conquerors of Joshua’s day did in Canaan. We live out our 
weeks involved in the church and following the lead of Christ as expressed through our elders. We pray each day and work 
hard glorifying God (I Cor 10:4) and then we rest on the Sabbath as instructed in the 4th Commandment.  This is faithful 
life according to the gospel. All the while we will need to return to the cross knowing that just as the people in the time of 
the judges lived under a sway of good and bad seasons of their faith, God was faithful to rescue them from their sin. God is 
doing the same for you. Recognizing that we love and trust Christ and living with gratitude for His glory, goodness, and 
grace toward us is the goal. I leave you with Paul’s encouragement to believers in his own day. “Rejoice in the Lord al-
ways. I will say it again: Rejoice! Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near. Do not be anxious about any-
thing, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of 
God,which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.Finally, brothers and sis-
ters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—
if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about such things. Whatever you have learned or received or heard from 
me, or seen in me—put it into practice. And the God of peace will be with you.” (Philippians 4: 4-9) 
 
Pastor Andrew Gilman 

 

 

 FRONT DOOR   SIDE DOORS (NARTHEX) 
 June 2   Webb & Jane Flowers  Kathleen Quante 

 June 9   Gene & Karen Henninger  Kay Girbert/Shirla Neff 
 June 16  Shirley Headley   Don & Bev (Shively) Boyer 
 June 23  Ed & Cathy Cornell   Peter & Louann Haviza 
 June 30  Barry & Kelly Hounshell   Available 

All greeters should be at the church 20-30 minutes before the service begins.  Anyone wishing 
to be a greeter should sign up at the Sign Up table in the narthex. 

SCHEDULES 

 

 

           June 2            Ginny Bertram 

           June 9            Anna Lee Dickerson, Deacons 

    June 16  Helen Miller, Session 

    June 23 Available 

    June 30 Available 

If you are interested in hosting a coffee hour, the sign-up is in a binder on the Sign-Up Center table.  Hosts 
will need to provide5-6 dozen baked goods and some juice or punch each Sunday.   
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 June 2  Beth Vehre 

 June 9  Karen Henninger 

 June 16 Anna Lee Dickerson 

 June 23 

 June 30 

The sign up sheet for Children’s 
Sermons is available on the Sign-
Up Center table. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 June 2 Hendrik van der Walt 

 June 9 

 June 16 

 June 23 

 June 30 

Guard duty is provided each Sunday 
during worship by an Elder or Deacon.  
Sign up in your respective meeting. 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

June 2  Marnelise and/or Ginny 

June 9  Marnelise and/or Ginny 

June 16 Marnelise and/or Ginny 

June 23 Marnelise and/or Ginny 

June 30 Marnelise and/or Ginny 

Volunteers are al-
ways needed for the 
Nursery to allow 

those that regularly volunteer to attend worship 
services.  Sign-up at the Sign-Up Center! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June 2 

June 9 

June 16 

June 23 

June 30 

Acolytes need to be at the back of 
the church five minutes before wor-
ship begins.  Parents, please be avail-
able to light their lighter if needed.  
If you cannot Acolyte on your sched-
uled day, please contact the Youth 
Deacon that scheduled you.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

  June 2 (T1) Chris Mumaw, Dan Hawley, Donn Thornhill & Steve Headley 

  June 9  (T2) Molly Mumaw, Chris Mumaw, Glenn Mitchell & Jay Mumaw 

  June 16 (T3) Molly Mumaw, Chris Mumaw, Jay Mumaw 

  June 23 (T4)  Dan Hawley & Barry Hounshell 

  June 30 (T5)  Molly Mumaw, Chris Mumaw, Jay Mumaw & Gene Henninger 

If you need to find a substitute, call someone in your area 
of expertise.  If that fails, call Chris Mumaw. 
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PRAYER CONCERNS  

Prayer Concerns Known To Us 
At This Time Include: Lindsey 
Ricker – Tina Smith’s niece; 
Greg Shields; Mary Bankson – 
Holly Finnarn’s mother;    David 
Keller, son-in-law of Susan 
Gray; Kody Ketring – a friend of 
Phyllis Royer; Paulette Garrison; 

Tim E. Walters – Tony Walters’ son;  Paulette 
Shields; Dana Holzapfel – Jeff &   Diane 
Amick’s sister-in-law;  Craig Brawley – son of 
Sandra Brawley; Freda Condon;  Marty 
Tienken;  Ray Lear; Jordan Bailey – grandson 

of Dale &  Anna Lee Dickerson; Marvin 
Kochersperger; Teresa & Grace Shaaf; Sherri 
Warvel; Dave Homan; Gene Mikesell; Lena D. 
Marcantonio—friends of Don Lockhart; and 
Julie Gads, Sherlin Butts’ sister-in-law; and 
Phyllis Trittschuh. 

 

Please Continue to Pray for The long-Term 
Needs of The Following:  Pat Foreman – An-
na Lee Dickerson’s sister; and Jay Montebon 
– a friend of Dan Hawley.  

June Global Workers Prayer List 
June 2  Portia is in Europe.  Pray God gives her wisdom, patience and understanding as she leads the small group of be-
lievers in her mission field.  

June 9  Randy and Martha are with their children in the Muslim World.  Pray that the Holy Spirit teaches and shows them 
how the Father is at work in their lives.  May the Lord give them deeper mentoring in their relationships.  Rev. Dr. Rob-
ert and Joyce with their children are in the U.S., Middle East and Arab Coast.  Pray for the Christian led early childhood 
development for poor refugees and migrant children.  Help them with mentoring of the parents of those same children. 

June 16  Joe and Austia are in Southeast Asia.  Pray that the Holy Spirit guides them and God grants them wisdom, dis-
cernment and boldness in witnessing of Jesus’ love.  

June 23  Dr. Bob and Nancy are in Central Asia.  Pray that they become good examples of God’s love.  Help prepare the 
minds of people they are serving, to open up to the good news of the Kingdom of our Lord. 

June 30  Saul and Jesse with their children are in the United States. Pray they find a good balance with family, and God 
will guide them in how and where to use their gifts and talents to serve Him.  Give them wisdom and trust as they develop 
partnerships with churches and individuals in the EPC. 
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IMPORTANT DATES 

06/01 Betty Livingston 
06/03 Peter Haviza 
069/04 Terri Fryman, Brad Hare 
06/05 Brandy Reiber  
06/08 Ray Laughlin 
06/10 Dan Fox 
06/12 Anita Carr, Kathy Lockhart 
06/16 Edna Farrell 
06/19 Tina Smith 
06/20 Carol Funderburg, Dale Dickerson 
06/22 Thomas Funderburg 
06/23 Freda Condon, Jean McLear, Matt Light 
06/26 Claire Wirrig, James Ward 
06/27 Hugo van der Walt 
06/29 Gabe Thomas 
06/30 Arlene Bankson 

 
 
 
 
06/04 Peter & Louann Haviza 
06/05 Thomas & Glenna Funderburg 
06/07 Thom & Angie Spurlock 
06/10 Robert & Jean McLear 
06/15 John & Karen Burkett 
06/21 Dale & Anna Lee Dickerson 
06/24 Jim & Terri Fryman 

The monthly Deacons meetings are held on the first Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m. 

(No Deacon Meetings are held in June or July) 

The monthly Finance meetings are held on the 2nd Thursday of each month at 6:00 p.m. 

The monthly Session meeting is held on the 2nd Thursday of each month at 7:00 p.m. 

ELDER & DEACON MEETING TIMES 

 

 

VBS  is August  5—9, 2019 

Sunday, August 11 

VBS Sunday Celebration 

FIRST FRIDAY 
FRIDAY, JULY 5 

*VOLUNTEERS NEEDED* 
Sign up at the Sign Up Center 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

      1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

10:00 Worship 8:00 Men

11:15 Coffee Hour

6-9:00 First Fri.

Ice Cream event

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

10:00 Worship 8:00 Men

11:15 Coffee Hour

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

Father's Day 8:00 Men

10:00 Worship

11:15 Coffee Hour

EPC General Assembly

23 24 25 26 27 28 29

10:00 Worship 8:00 Men

11:15 Coffee Hour

30       

10:00 Worship

11:15 Coffee Hour

VBS Meeting

June 2019



 

THIS YEAR’S VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL WILL BE GREAT! 

August 5 - 9, 2019 

6:00—8:00 PM 

The 2019 theme is “ROAR,” created by Group, Inc. 
 

Life can get pretty wild...come spend a week with us 

in the African savanna and return home with  

souvenirs and new gear! 

 

Attendees and parents will be invited to join us for church on Sunday,  

August 11 to ROAR SOME MORE for the congregation! 
 

Register at:  www.vbspro.events/p/events/greenvillepres 

(find a link on www.greenvillepres.org/outreach) 
 

Goodie Bags      †      Arts & Crafts       †      Games & Music 

VBS Volunteers are needed! 

Please mark your calendars now. 

Talk to  Pastor Andrew or Angie Spurlock or sign up at the sign up center 

if you would like to volunteer for VBS this summer 

There will be a VBS Volunteer meeting on Sunday, June 30  

following worship. 
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 June 1 Ezek. 8-10    June 16 Hosea 8-14 
 June 2 Ezek. 11-12    June 17 Joel 
 June 3 Ezek 13-15    June 18 Amos 1-5 
 June 4 Ezek. 16-17    June 19 Amos 6-9 
 June 5 Ezek. 18-20    June 20 Obadiah; Jonah 
 June 6 Ezek. 21-23    June 21 Michah 
 June 7 Ezek. 24-27    June 22 Nahum; Habakkuk 
 June 8 Ezek. 28-31               June 23 Zephaniah; Haggai 
 June 9 Ezek. 32-34    June 24 Zech 1-7 
 June 10 Ezek. 35-38    June 25 Zech 8-14 
 June 11 Ezek. 39-41    June 26 Malachi 
 June 12 Ezek. 42-43    June 27 Ps. 1-8 
 June 13 Ezek. 44-45    June 28 Ps. 9-16 
 June 14 Ezek. 46-48    June 29 Ps. 17-20 
 June 15 Hosea 1-7    June 30 Ps. 21-25 

THROUGH THE BIBLE IN A YEAR— June 

 

Elizabeth Andrews would like to say thank -you to those that sent cards and said prayers 

for her.  God Bless! 

Dear Church Family, I would like to thank you for the prayers, cards, visits, phone calls 

and all the meals since I’ve been home (some have even brought meals twice!).  I have 
such a special place in my heart for all of you.  Don’t take life for granted – because things 

happen that you don’t have control over.  I’m still on a walker but God is walking every 
step with me.  Thanks again!  Love in Christ, Phyllis Trittschuh 

† Peter Haviza, Chairman of the Scholarship Committee, sincerely thanks Charlene 

Thornhill for compiling the information about the scholarships and the recipients and pre-
paring the certificates of award.  Her help was greatly appreciated.    Thanks, Peter Haviza 
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Return Service Requested 

ELDERS 

Ginny Bertram, Bruce 
Stoltz, Gary Riegle,   
Helen Miller, Ray 
Laughlin, Darrell      
Fryman, Hendrik van 
der Walt, Peter Haviza, 
George Luce, Pam Bow-
man, Don  Stevenson, & 
John Vehre, Clerk of Ses-
sion 

DEACONS 

Diane Amick, Mindy 
Rehmert, Linda Stoltz, 
Phyllis Trittschuh,  Margaret 
Hayes, Webb Flowers,      
Becky Luce, Karen        
Henninger,  Anna Lee  
Dickerson, Kelly Hounshell, 
Beth Vehre, Carson Henry 
(Youth Rep) & Lilly Hayes 
(Youth Rep) 

STAFF 

Andrew Gilman,  Pastor 

Marnelise van der Walt, Financial Secretary 

Paige Ervin, Youth & Family Life Director 

Angela Spurlock,  Administrative Assistant 

Donn Thornhill, Property & Maintenance 

Marilyn Light, Choir Director 

Terri Fryman, Organist 

Doug Klinsing, Assist. Choir Director 

Lori Conway, Custodian 

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE 

10:00 a.m.  Worship 

11:15 a.m.  Coffee Hour 

CHURCH BUSINESS HOURS 

Mon-Fri  9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
  12:30 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

*Closed 12:00 - 12:30 p.m.  for lunch* 
Closed Saturday 


