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A new commandment
I give to you, that you love one
another. Just as I have loved
you, you also love one another.
By this everyone will know that
you are my disciples, if you have
love
for one another.
John 13:34-35
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Personals
CONGRATULATIONS!
Mitzie & Jimmie Lewis will celebrate their 62nd wedding anniversary on
February 5.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
David Robb will celebrate his 95th birthday on February 13.

IN MEMORIAM
Dean Seim died January 9. He joined FPC February 18, 2001.
Sympathy is extended to his wife, Virginia, daughter, Joyce Mason,
Craig, Alaska, son, Gary, Salina and grandchildren.

Ivy Marsh died January 15. She joined FPC October 2, 1943.
Sympathy is extended to her children, Carrie Carpenter (Curtis),
Salina, Marty Snyder, Topeka, Charles Marsh, Jr. (Kris) of Lawrence,
and Claudia Smith (Wayne) and Clay Marsh (Charlotte), all of
Longmont, CO; her sisters and spouses, Susie & Bob Stinson and
Barbara & Bob Buehler, Olathe; her grandchildren and greatgrandchildren.
Kay Bloom died January 24. He joined FPC December 19, 1982.
Sympathy is extended to his children: Pamela Edwards, Hutchinson,
Patricia Tanner, Rapid City, SD, Cheri Parr, Michael Parr, Erie, CO,
Donn Parr, Benton, KS, and Eric Bloom, Mons Belgium; his sister
Donna Taggart, Great Bend, and his grandchildren and greatgrandchildren.
Jim Scholten died January 28. He joined FPC November 16, 1997.
Sympathy is extended to his wife Betsy Scholten; daughter Allison
Latta(Blinn), Pelham, NY, son Jay Scholten (Kate), San Francisco,
CA, Betsy's daughter Margy Hogarty (Kelly), Salina, Betsy's son Tom
Poer (Carolyn), Overland Park, sister Harriet Scholten Smith,
Westminister, CO, twin sister Kay Scholten Fiser (David), Manhattan,
and 10 grandchildren: Nathan, Megan, Caroline and Henry Latta;
Molly and Cliff Scholten; and Ethan, Lydia and Katherine Poer.

SYMPATHY IS EXTENDED
to Katie & John Weckel. John’s brother, Monty Weckel, Charlotte,
NC, died January 12.

2016 Annual Report
Hard copies of the 2016 Annual Report are
available around the church and also online on
the FPC website at: www.fpcsalina.org/resources.
Pick up a copy today!
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FPC Staff
PASTOR
Rev. Dr. Charlie Smith
Lead Pastor/Head of Staff
charlie@fpcsalina.org

CHILDREN’S CHRISTIAN ED
Shelby Dickson
Director of Children’s CE
shelby@fpcsalina.org

Children’s CE Assistants
Sarah Payne
Penni White
Nursery Caregivers
Debb Homman, Coordinator
nursery@fpcsalina.org

Danielle Hix
Anita Thompson
YOUTH MINISTRY
Tricia Cobb
Director of Youth Ministry
tricia@fpcsalina.org

Mid-High Youth Leaders
Shelby Dickson
Kegan England
Senior-High Youth Leaders
Dylan Boyd
Michelle Fisher
MUSIC
Richard Koshgarian
Director of Music
richard@fpcsalina.org

Angie Koshgarian
Organist
angie@fpcsalina.org

OFFICE
Melanie Spiess
Office Manager
melanie@fpcsalina.org

Beth Cormack
Communications Coordinator
beth@fpcsalina.org

CUSTODIAL
Ed Zoch
Head Custodian
ed@fpcsalina.org

Do you have information you'd like to have listed in the “Personals" section of
the newsletter? Contact Beth at beth@fpcsalina.org today!

Led by Christ, Together in Faith and Love,
We Joyfully Think, Question, Grow and Serve!

Tony Griggs
Relief Custodian
tony@fpcsalina.org
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from Pastor Charlie...
(The following is from “Great Co-Mission,” the monthly column by Marilyn Gamm, the 20142016 Chair of the Presbyterian Mission Agency Board of the Presbyterian Church (USA))

Love
“I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love
one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”
—John 13:34–35
February is a month when, as the old disco hit puts it, “love is in the air.”
We will shower our beloved with tokens of affection on Valentine’s Day and, two weeks later on Ash
Wednesday, begin our Lenten journey together toward Easter—God’s ultimate expression of love for the
world.
The particular love I’m inviting you to share in with me this month, though, is love for sisters and brothers
living with depression or other mental illness. The poignant reminder below is adapted from a Presbyterian
Health Network resource designed to help the whole church observe Health Awareness and Prayer for
Healing Sunday, which falls this year on February 12.

Who is in need of God’s redeeming love?
The person whose mind cannot function normally,
or the person whose mind is closed and refuses to seek the wisdom of God?

The person who talks to “make believe” people,
or the person who cannot permit himself to have an imagination?
The person who is alone and crying for someone to come and visit her,
or the person who refuses to give her neighbor a helping hand?
The person who cannot get help on his own,
or the person who believes that he has to take care of himself?
The person who has depression and cannot get out of the bed in the
morning,
or the person who is so busy that she does not have much time for
sleep?

The person who attempts death by suicide,
or the person who ignores talk about suicide?
The person who is anxious and cannot make a decision,
or the person who makes a decision that is harmful to others?
The truth of the matter is we are all in need of God’s redeeming love. Let’s remember that.
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FBI - Faithful Bible Investigators (Children’s CE)
January was a busy month for our Faithful Bible Investigators! As we return after the holidays, we look forward to
the new year by making New Year Resolutions. What a wonderful start to the 2017 year this activity proved to be!
Our FBI kiddos have a lot of ambition, dedication, passion, and love for making this world a
better place.
As the month has progressed on, the Faithful Bible Investigators enjoyed learning more about
the Bible, prayer, and our chosen organization of the month, the 'Love, Chloe Foundation/
Monkey in My Chair'. Heidi Feyerherm-Smith came to share her daughter's experience with
childhood cancer and her mission to raise awareness. The FBI children had the opportunity to
ask questions, learn how they can help, and even made thinking of you cards for the children in our
local communities fighting this battle. Following her visit, it was decided that the Faithful Bible
Investigators would donate $5 per kid (totaling $150) to this organization using the money set aside
from our 2016 Christmas Craft & Bake Sale. Wow, thank you, FBI kiddos!

Lastly, to round out the month, the Children & Families Committee, alongside the FBI and FBI-In-Training
families, served up a delicious meal for Circles of the Heartland. The kiddos are fabulous trail mix preparers!
Additionally, the month has been filled with a soul fueling Midweek Manna Worship that many of our children and
families have attended. The MWM Committees goal of making this an environment where all ages are welcome
has really come to fruition and shown to be a great environment for all! If you've not experienced MWM, we truly
encourage you to attend in the near future.
As we look forward to the month of February, we look forward to celebrating the love of Jesus not just on
Valentine's Day, but EVERY day! It is sure to be a busy month, and one that we look forward to sharing with you!
Please don't ever hesitate to ask one of the children in our church what they've been learning - their answers never
cease to amaze us!
Blessings to all,
The Children & Families Committee
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February is Youth Sunday Month!
Calendar:
2/5—11:15—Souper
Bowl Finale!
 Youth Sunday Prep
2/12— 11:15
 Youth Sunday Prep
2/19— 11:15
 Youth Sunday Prep
2/25— 10:00 AM
 Youth Sunday
Rehearsal
2/26— 9:00 AM
 Prep
- 10:00 AM
Youth Led Worship

We will spend the month preparing for our youth-led service on February 26th. We
hope to bring you a fun, innovative, service that shares our love of God with you!
During the service we will be taking a special offering for Youth Mission, including
our summer trip and our on-going projects!
The beginning of the month brings the Souper Bowl of Hope
to a close… hopefully we will help reach the goal of 51,000
cans for the city and predict the winner!
It is not too late to sign up for the Mission Trip! Please
encourage your youth to go! It will be an amazing opportunity
with Heifer international. We have paid the deposit, we are
still needing 2 more adult chaperones and 2-3 Youth!
Lastly, looking forward we will be having a couple of
fundraisers for our Summer Mission trip. We will again put up
our 100 envelope drive in March and April and we will sell
Frozen Homemade Cookie Dough around Mother’s Day!

Thank you again for all of your love and support of our FPC Youth!
Blessings, Tricia and The Youth Team

Parent & Youth Class - Jan. 22
Teen Stress in Today’s Society:
How Stress & Faith Relate & Compete
Presenters: Shawn Copeland and
Kerry Basinger

4/9—3rd Parent/Youth Class
5/7—Graduation Sunday
5/9—Graduation
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New Adult Education Class Begins March 5th
Have you ever wondered about all the specific rules and regulations given in the Bible
for daily living? Author Rachel Held Evans did, and she spent a year trying to live
those rules, while also learning more about people much different than her, and
growing more in her faith as she learned more about herself. The result is the book,
“A Year of Biblical Womanhood.”
Katie Lidgett will be leading a six-week class over the book on Sunday mornings at 9
a.m. in the Hope Room starting March 5th. The book is divided into months, so two
months will be covered each Sunday. Both men and women will want to read and
discuss this eye-opening book.

Social Justice & Mission
!Bendiciones!
Last fall, Brigid Hall and Dr. Jon Richards were invited to join an Oregon team for their January service trip to Ixcán,
Guatemala. To our great joy, Jon and Brigid answered the call with a yes! This particular church-based group has
been organizing clinical missions in Ixcán, annually for many, many years. This year's team included 20 members
who served in sub-groups involving ministry, construction, and clinics.
Approximately half of the team, including Brigid and Jon, as well as 6 local clinicians, assistants, and translators held
5 days of clinic in the communities of Xaman and La Florida, serving more than 400 patients! Clinics like these can
offer value in providing additional training and experience for local health clinicians like Misael, Teresa, Eber, Elias,
and Carmelina! This particular clinical mission opportunity has enabled FPC to gather preparatory knowledge, infield awareness, and overall best practices from a gracious, embracing, and well-seasoned clinical group.
Additionally, on site at the community development center in La Florida, 15 water filters and 15 fuel-efficient stoves
were completed under the direction of Guatemalan technicians, Ramon and Samuel. These filters and stoves offer a
practical and economically sustainable solution for families in addressing common gut, lung, and eye maladies.
These chronic issues are symptomatic effects of cooking over open flame and consuming unfiltered, unprotected
water. In addition, wood consumption and the laborious task of collection is cut by over 70% when families switch to
these stoves. The crown of this particular ministry rests on the education and tech support that Ramon and Samuel
are able to provide to their communities year-round when teams of North Americans are miles away.
This is but a glance at all the fruit that was gathered from this January mission. Be watching and listening for an
upcoming opportunity in the weeks ahead to hear and see more about Jon and Brigid's experience and insight!
Please join Social Justice and Mission in thanking Brigid & Jon for the huge commitment and personal investment
that was wrapped up in their "yes" to this call. In addition, SJ&M would also like to extend our heart-felt gratitude to
Redeemer's Fellowship for their invitation and their inclusive treatment of Jon and Brigid on this trip. It's been a
pleasure serving together.
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Let the journey begin….
“Taking a trip?”
“Yeah.”
“Where are you headed?”
“Jerusalem.”
“Really? Oh, I wish I were you.”
“Well, come along. All are welcome!”

2017 Walk to Jerusalem (W2J)
As they say, “Success breeds success.” We were so successful in reaching Bethlehem that we are
now headed to Jerusalem. Did you miss out on the Walk to Bethlehem? Well, here’s your chance to get in
on the action.
Once again, we will be awarding miles for “sporty” AND “non-sporty” activities. “Sporty” includes
things like walking, running, bicycling, yoga, all kinds of school sports practice sessions, (not games/
matches), the School Marathon, seated aerobics, physical therapy, tennis and golf (walking the course,
thank you!). “Non-sporty” miles include FBI/CIA/SWAT gatherings, HeBrews, gardening and yard work,
Sunday School, other Bible studies and lots of suggestions and ideas you’ll come up with.

We think everyone can find a way to participate AND we will need every mile we can get to cover the
thousands of land and sea miles we have in front of us.
So, here are all the details for you:







The dates for this year’s walk are Saturday, February 11th to Friday, April 14th (Good Friday).
This is nine weeks… three weeks fewer than when we walked to Bethlehem. Why? Because we reached
Bethlehem in a record number of weeks. We can do it again!!
Be on the lookout for the W2J Display outside the Sanctuary where you will find log sheets for your
miles, information about activities, devotionals and passports.
Please register at the display on any Sunday or contact Brigid Hall at bdhall@swbell.net or Diana Smith
at dmmsmith@gmail.com. A call or text will work, too.
We will track our progress on the display and also provide information about the places you are going
along the route.
Here’s how to report mileage:

At the display each Sunday

Via a link to contained in the W2J update in the Weekly Announcements emailed to you each
week by the church

By emailing, calling or texting Brigid (826-0407) or Diana (571-8097) directly

On your marks, get set, WALK!
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The Season of Lent
An old Latin adage says: “It’s as useless as pouring water into a sieve.” (Or, as Christian singer Rich Mullins once
sang, “It’s about as useless as a screen door on a submarine.”) Imagine the sight of that – endlessly trying to fill up
a container covered with holes! If we’re not careful, our spiritual lives can easily wind up just like that. Without
realizing it, we fall into bad patterns, and before long, they control and define us, stifling our hope, blocking our
spiritual potential. We may waste days and even weeks moaning that God can never love us, that we can never
change. But that’s simply not true! In fact, that’s precisely why hope is a virtue. When we insist on pouring the
water of our precious lives through the sieve of hopelessness, we’re wasting it. We give in to despair, rather than let
the love of God draw us into hope.
The Rev. Jeffrey Lawrence, publisher of Presbyterians Today and a member of the General Assembly Mission
Council: says that Lent, which begins this year on March 1, is a time of self-examination, a time when Christians
are challenged to make changes in their lives as they remember the passion of Jesus Christ. The heart and soul of
Lent is to admit our failings humbly, to seek God’s forgiveness, and to make a fresh start. We have a choice. We
can go on with life as usual, continuing in our unhelpful patterns and believing the lie that there’s not a thing we
can do about our weaknesses and shortcomings – in other words, pour water into our sieve. Or we can, with God’s
help, make a fresh start.
… We will someday die and return to dust. … We have a limited time in which to act – to make a choice about
how we want to live. So, day by day in this Lenten season, rely on God for assistance, and with a loving and
peaceful heart, honor your commitment to change as you await the coming of Easter.
This year at FPC, we’ll begin Lent with a Midweek Manna Ash Wednesday service on March 1st. Lenten
devotionals also will be available at the church. At the Midweek Manna service, Pastor Charlie will be presenting a
series called “Freedom from Fear.” Throughout the gospels, Jesus tells his followers or those around him, “Do not
fear.” Yet today fear plays an enormous part of our lives. We will examine those times when Jesus says, “Do not be
afraid,” and discovering what fears Jesus is releasing us from today.

Welcome New Member Ed Zoch!
Edward Zoch joined our church family
on January 29, 2017. He has been
employed at FPC since February 2,
2000. Ed has been married to Terri for
19 years and has two step-children and
5 step-grandchildren. He loves to go
hunting and fishing and black powder
shooting. He is a big KC Chiefs football
fan and is interested in the arts.
"I choose to join this church because everyone
here already treats me like family and shows
me their love and
kindness.”
- Ed
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from Circles of the Heartland...
Circles of the Heartland is very busy helping families and individuals out of poverty, and each
week we are overwhelmed with the amazing support and care that comes directly to us from
the FPC family. February is a great time to focus on the love and care we share with the
important people in our life. Besides, sharing that love is the fabric of who we are as
Christians. So, if you have ever thought of coming into a loving and caring relationship with a
Circle Leader family, now is a great time. We are always in need of volunteers for Allies, who
simply help a family to feel supported, loved and cared about. If you might be interested, call
the Circles office at 827-6731 and we'll help you to learn more.
Thank you FPC for all of your special love for Circles. We wish you all a very Happy
Valentines Day!
Shelly Martin and Rodney Denholm

from Salina Shares and Laundry Love...
"Thank you First Presbyterian Church for your generous donation to Laundry Love.
We greatly appreciate your continual support!" - Debbie Rivers.
During the "Bee the Church" campaign, FPC donated $234.56 to Salina Shares for
Laundry Love. That will pay for
one full month of laundry at one
laundromat! Well done, FPC!

from First United
Presbyterian Youth...
Thank you so much for being wonderful hosts, and providing us
with a place to camp overnight Dec. 27th, 2016!
Blessings,
First United Presbyterian Youth
Fayetteville, Arkansas
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2

3
4
5
6

7
9

Ruth Cathcart-Rake
Lisa Graham
Lloyd Lockwood
Sallie Morrison
Margie Wilson
Matt Cobb
Zoe Davidson
Ryan Payne
Shannon Rayl
Rita Peterson
Leslie Bishop
Shirley Howard
Roger Morrison
Joyce Pearson
Marcy Hanzlicek
Angie Keast
Zach Davidson
Cathy Hayes

10 Erik Norris
Will Shadwick
11 Melanie Spiess
13 Linda Ellison
David D. Robb
14 Betty Gillam
Mary Ralston
16 Ava Denning
William West
18 Chris Orr
Tommy Payne
19 Jim Parks
21 Avery Cooper
25 Connor Griffith
26 Gage Prester
Morrie Soderberg
29 Anne Atherton

Nourish Your Soul Mid-Week!
Mid-week meal, mid-week music, mid-week message, Mid-Week Manna! FPC’s new
second service is off to a great start! Charlie’s mid-week message is always fun and thought
provoking, the band’s mid-week music is inviting and the mid-week manna, the weekly
communion that we share around the table renews our spirit in the midst of the weekly
hustle and bustle! Join us… If you’ve come, we love having you! If you haven’t, we would
love to share this awesome new worship experience with you! Come Sunday, come
Wednesday, come worship at FPC!

FOOD!
FUN!

FELLOWSHIP!

WORSHIP!
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2017 Officers

Session

Class of 2017
Leslie Bishop
Peter Johnston
Tina Ralston
Jon Richards
Bruce Wyatt

Deacons

Class of 2017
Kendi Carlgren
Cathy Hayes
Ann Knowles
Carolyn Wedel
Jane Driver
Sarah Morris (1 yr term)
Pat Putzier (1 yr term)
Ron Green (1 yr term)
Betty Norman (1 yr term)

Class of 2018
Jeff Hayes
Ashley Jarvis
Cyndy Knutson
Sydney Soderberg

Class of 2019
Janet Grace
Dale Hanson
Andy England

Class of 2018
Peggy Bihlmaier
John Landes
Ann Payne
Diana Smith

Class of 2019
Lainey Bratt
Liz Carroll
Katie Lidgett
Joan Soltis
Joey Soltis

Trustees

Class of 2017
Amanda Michaelis
Mark Wedel
Margaret Wyatt

Class of 2018
Rob Exline
John Knutson
Pat Neustrom

Adult Education

Chair: Tina Ralston, Elder
Charlie Smith
Becky Cram
Jeff Hayes, Elder

Children & Families

Chair: Ashley Jarvis, Elder
Charlie Smith
Shelby Dickson
Sarah Payne
Penni White
Sara Johnston
Todd Davidson
Annie Hayes
Harper Johnston

Congregational Care
& Nurture

Co-Chair: Janet Grace, Elder
Co-Chair: Dale Hanson, Elder
Charlie Smith
Liz Carroll
Ann Jett
Ann Knowles
Seara Weir

Class of 2019
Matt Cobb
Randy Graham
Brandon Gary

Memorial

Co-Chair: Jon Richards, Elder
Co-Chair: Cyndy Knutson, Elder
Charlie Smith
Mary Andersen
Jane Driver
Linda Ellison
John Knutson
Phil Krug

Personnel

Chair: Sydney Soderberg, Elder
Charlie Smith
Cyndy Knuston, Elder
Jamie Hall
Frank Norton
Deb Shetlar
Monte White

Social Justice & Mission
Chair: Peter Johnston, Elder
Charlie Smith
Avery Cooper
Chandra Cooper
Katy England
Mary England
Brigid Hall
Margy Hogarty
Pat Putzier
Jon Richards, Elder
Linda Salem
Nick Salem

2017 Nominating Committee
Elders
Dale Hanson
Sydney Soderberg
Deacon
Ann Knowles
Trustee
Amanda Michaelis
At-Large
Jo Buchanan
Linda Johnson
Deb Shetlar
Diana Smith
Vacancy
Associate Pastor Nominating Committee
Mary Andersen
Annie Hayes
Ashley Jarvis
Becky Maguffee
Kathleen Putzier

2017 Committees
Stewardship

Co-Chair: Randy Graham
Co-Chair: Peter Johnston, Elder
Charlie Smith
Melanie Spiess
Beth Cormack
Kathy Hanson
Martha Rhea
Mark Wedel, Trustee

Worship

Chair: Bruce Wyatt, Elder
Charlie Smith
Richard Koshgarian
Mary Andersen
Stan Amick
Ashley Jarvis
Connie Johnson
Charley Weathers
Mary Anne Weiner

Youth & Young Adults

Chair: Leslie Bishop, Elder
Charlie Smith
Tricia Cobb
Heather Denning
Brandon Gary
Jeff Hayes, Elder
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Sign Up for Sunday
Chancel Flowers!
You are invited to sign up, using the form below, as a Sunday Chancel
flower donor for any Sunday this year. Perhaps there is a particular date that
is important to you to honor or memorialize someone. All donors (whether
there is one or ten!) and those memorialized or honored will be listed in the
bulletin on the date desired. The cost is $20.00. Please contact the office
with any questions at office@fpcsalina.org or 785-825-0226.
Please list date desired:____________________________________________

Please list EXACTLY the way you want your name(s) listed as donor:
_______________________________________________________________
Given in Memory of
_______________________________________________________________
OR
Given in Honor of
_______________________________________________________________

Return the form, with your payment of $20.00, to
First Presbyterian Church
308 S. 8th St.
Salina, KS 67401
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

POSTAGE

REV. DR. CHARLIE SMITH - Lead Pastor/Head of Staff

PAID
Address Service Requested

Address: 308 S 8th St
PO Box 585
Salina, KS 67402-0585
Phone: (785) 825-0226
Email: office@fpcsalina.org
Website: www.fpcsalina.org

The News (PE 708620) is published monthly by First Presbyterian Church,
PO Box 585, Salina, KS 67402-0585. Periodical postage paid at Salina, Kansas.

The March edition of The News will be available February 28th on our website, and around the church. Sunday services are
broadcast each week at 10:05 am on KINA, 910 AM, 94.5 FM, or streamed live at: radio.securenetsystems.net/v5/KINA.
If there is something you would like included in the next edition, email beth@fpcsalina.org, by noon on February 21st.

Lent Schedule
Shrove Tuesday - February 28

Palm Sunday/Easter Cantata - April 9

Pancake Dinner w/ Chris Cakes

Maundy Thursday - April 13

Ash Wednesday - March 1

Good Friday - April 14

Midweek Manna Service

Easter Sunday - April 16

“Freedom from Fear”

