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SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY
December 31, 2017

*for those who wish to stand
Bold print indicates congregational participation

GATHERING AROUND GOD’S WORD

PRELUDE

WELCOME

CALL TO WORSHIP
One: What a year this has been!
All:   So many things have happened. Some of them have been wonderful; others 

very sad.
One: In all of this our Lord has been with us, guiding, healing, comforting, and rejoicing.
All: Thanks be to God for God’s continual presence with us.
One: Now we are on the threshold to a new tomorrow.
All:   We don’t know what it will hold for us.
One: In all of what is to come, our Lord will be with us.
All: Guiding, healing, comforting, and rejoicing with us. Thank you, Lord, for 

your steadfast love and presence. Amen.

*OPENING HYMN                                   In the Bulb There Is a Flower #250

CALL TO CONFESSION

UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Lord, you have asked us to feed and give drink to those who hunger, to clothe 
those who are naked, to welcome the stranger, to visit those who are sick and 
imprisoned. When we look back on this year we might be able to say we did some 
of those things. We remember the enthusiasm with which we started out this 
waning year, ready to do your work and witness to your love. But you know how 
things got in our way. We allowed ourselves to be swallowed up by worries and 
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fear. We placed comfort of self before service to others. We took the “easy way out” 
whenever we could. And you wept for us. Now we are on the brink of the new year. 
We cannot change what we did not do, but we can make a covenant with you to be 
your witnesses in our words, thoughts and deeds to your people so that when you 
say, “Have you given food and drink to those who hunger and thirst; have you 
clothed the naked, welcomed the stranger, visited the sick and imprisoned?” We can 
respond with a joyful “Yes! Lord, we have done these things with joy and love!” 
Forgive us what we have not done. Inspire us to do what you would have us do. In 
Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

SUNG RESPONSE TO PARDON                          Gloria Patri #581
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen.

WELCOME THE CHILDREN                                                                     
This, this is where children belong, welcomed as part of the worshiping throng.

Water, God’s Word, bread and cup, prayer, and song: This is where children belong.

CHILDREN’S TIME     Shelby Dickson  
(Children may now be seated with their parents or those 5 and younger may leave for the nursery)

PROCLAIMING GOD’S WORD

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION     

1ST SCRIPTURE READING Galatians 4:4-7 (pg. 254, NT) 
One: This is the Word of the Lord.  
All: Thanks be to God.

ANTHEM         

2ND SCRIPTURE READING Luke 2:22-40 (pg. 81, NT) 
One: This is the Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.

SERMON Rituals Rev. Dr. Charlie Smith

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

PRAYER FOR COVENANT RENEWAL
Lord, I put myself fully into your hands; I am no longer my own, but yours. Put me 
to doing, put me to suffering. Let me be employed for you or laid aside for you, 



exalted for you, or brought low by you. Let me be full, let me be empty. Let me have 
all things, let me have nothing. I freely and with a willing heart yield all things to 
your pleasure and disposal. And now, O glorious and blessed God, Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit, you are mine and I am yours. So be it. May this covenant I have made on 
earth be ratified in heaven.

HYMN OF AFFIRMATION Angels from the Realms of Glory #143

PASTORAL PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

GIVING OF OUR GIFTS      
Opportunities to serve this week
Invitation to Give

(Please sign the Act of Friendship sheet and pass it down the pew)

OFFERTORY

*DOXOLOGY Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow   #606
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;

Praise God all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION

SENT OUT TO BEAR GOD’S WORD IN THE WORLD

CALL TO DISCIPLESHIP
One: You shall have no other gods before me.
All: Amen! This is sure to be!
One: You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is 

in heaven above or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the 
earth. You shall not bow down to them or worship them.

All: Amen! This is sure to be!
One: You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord your God.
All: Amen! This is sure to be!
One: Remember the Sabbath day, and keep it holy
All: Amen! This is sure to be!
One: Honor your father and your mother.



All: Amen! This is sure to be!
One: You shall not murder.
All: Amen! This is sure to be!
One: You shall not commit adultery.
All: Amen! This is sure to be!
One: You shall not steal.
All: Amen! This is sure to be!
One: You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.
All: Amen! This is sure to be!
One: You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s 

wife, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.
All: Amen! This is sure to be!

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus 
Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the 
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried. He 
descended into hell. The third day, he rose again from the dead and ascended into 
heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence he 
shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy 
catholic Church; the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection 
of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.  

*SENDING HYMN              Our God, Our Help in Ages Past                         #687

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

GOD BLESSES US ON OUR WAY

TODAY’S VOLUNTEERS:
Coffee Hostess: Diana Smith Greeter: Ann Nordboe
Ushers: Cathy & Jeff Hayes, Annie & Will Deacons Flower Deliverer: Pat Putzier
Manor Bus Driver: Sunrise Presbyterian

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY MEETING CHANGE
Due to the New Year’s Day holiday, the next Women’s Bible Study group 
meeting will be held on Monday, January 8, 2018, at 5:30 p.m. in the Hope 
Room. “Cloud of Witnesses, the Community of Christ in Hebrews” by 
Melissa Bane Sevier, invites us to explore major themes found in Hebrews, 
relate these themes to other parts of our faith tradition, and tie them together 
with the overarching motif of community. Books are available in the church 
office during regular office hours. The cost is $10.



WALK TO BETHLEHEM FINAL MILEAGE
W2B 2017 is complete! With all the miles reported on Saturday and Sunday, we have a rip roaring 
total of 9,839 miles traversed. That is 153% of our goal. The FPC travelers came through again. Well 
done! And thanks for your commitment and support. Happy New Year! P.S. Keep your eyes peeled in 
January. Easter is early this year. No Foolin’!

ONLINE CHURCH DIRECTORY PHOTOS
It's a new year, and time for resolutions. We hope that you'll 
resolve to strike from your "to-do" list submitting a picture for 
the new First Presbyterian Church, Salina, online directory. 
Please let the church office know if you still need your picture 
taken. Or check your email for specific instructions on how to 

upload one yourself, or just simply email it to the church office (beth@fpcsalina.org). Every picture that 
is submitted means less time and effort we'll have to undertake to fill in the gaps by contacting members 
who still lack photos with their basic information online. If you are contacted after the first of the year, 
we hope that there will be an easy solution to secure a photo. Thanks!  

WIRED WORD BEGINS JANUARY 16TH
The new year will also usher in a revival of the popular Wired Word current-
event class here at FPC Salina. The Wired Word curriculum focuses on a recent 
news item and applies a biblical perspective to it. Topics are always challenging 
and certain to spur lively conversation. Pastor Charlie will be leading the Wired 
Word class on Tuesdays at noon, beginning January 16th. If you previously signed up for the Wired 
Word class, you will receive the curriculum by email on the Thursday previous to the Tuesday class. If 
you would like to join, please contact the church office. Bring a brown-bag lunch!

OFFICER TRAINING AND INSTALLATION: JANUARY 13-14
All new FPC elders & deacons are required to attend officer training on Saturday, January 13th, from 9
a.m. to noon in Blair Hall. Other elders & deacons are encouraged to attend as well. This gathering is 
designed after a similar annual event in Ohio known as Partners in Education, or PIE. So, naturally, pie 
will be served! New officers will be installed during the January 14th worship service.

COMMITTEE ANNUAL REPORT DEADLINE: JANUARY 15
It's that time of year again, to begin work on the Annual Report. FPC's Annual 
Congregational Meeting is set for February 4th. In order to have the Annual Report 
distributed to the congregation in a timely manner, we ask that all committees submit 
their reports to Beth (beth@fpcsalina.org) no later than Monday, January 15th. Last 
year's Annual Report is on our website at: fpcsalina.org/#/resources/annual-report for 
reference.



COMING UP THIS WEEK AT FPC:      Did we make a mistake? We want to correct it! 
Email office@fpcsalina.org and we'll fix it.  

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: JAN. 20 PRESBYTERY MEETING @ FPC
FPC is hosting the Presbytery meeting on Saturday, January 20th, and we need your 
help! In addition to staff, we will need numerous volunteers to ensure this meeting 
runs smoothly. Volunteers are needed for registration, hosting, and helping with the 

meal. Elders are needed to help prepare and serve Communion. Ushers are needed during worship. 
Please contact Melanie in the church office if you would like to help. Thank you!!

NEW MEMBER MEETING EVERY SECOND SUNDAY
On the 2nd Sunday of each month, there is a New Members Inquiry Meeting in the Hope Room 
following worship. Come join us if you would like more information about First Presbyterian Church 
and our ministries, or if you are ready to join our congregation as a member. You 
may also talk to Charlie any time.

ADVERSE WEATHER ANNOUNCEMENT
When USD 305 is closed due to inclement weather, all activities and meetings at 
FPC will be cancelled. In that event, a notice will be posted on KSAL, KWCH, Salina Journal & Salina 
Post, as well as Facebook and Twitter, and an all-church email will be sent.

BOY SCOUT CHILI SUPPER: JANUARY 26
Boy Scouts Troop 2 will host their 48th Annual Chili Supper on Friday, January 26, in Blair 
Hall, 5-8 p.m. Scouts will be selling tickets at FPC on January 14th & 21st before worship.
Tickets are $8 for Adults and $6 for Children (12 & under). The price of the ticket includes 

chili, relish, crackers, drink, and dessert. Carryout is available. There will be beef stew as an alternate to 
chili. Donations are used from the chili supper for summer camp and other adventures, including 
camping equipment and the upkeep of the Scouts’ trailer.

SUNDAY, December 31 – New Year’s Eve
Nursery CLOSED
Worship - Sanctuary, 10 am
Fellowship – Parlor, 11 am
Church Directory Photo Session – Parlor Conf 

                                               Room, 11 am

MONDAY, January 1 – New Year’s Day
FPC Closed 

TUESDAY, January 2
Staff Meeting – Hope Room, 10:30 am

WEDNESDAY, January 3
Yoga – Youth Annex, 5:30 pm
Choir Practice – Choir Room, 6:30 pm

THURSDAY, January 4
HeBrews Sr High Bible Study – Mokas, 6:45 am

SUNDAY, January 7 – Communion
Nursery Open
Worship - Sanctuary, 10 am
Fellowship – Parlor, 11 am
Blood Pressure Checks - Parlor, 11:30 am
Manor Service – Presbyterian Manor, 3 pm



Sign Up for Sunday Chancel Flowers! 

You are invited to sign up, using the form below, as a Sunday Chancel flower 
donor for any Sunday this year.  Perhaps there is a particular date that is 
important to you to honor or memorialize someone. All donors (whether there 
is one or ten!) and those memorialized or honored will be listed in the bulletin 
on the date desired.  The cost is $20.00. Please contact the office with any 
questions at office@fpcsalina.org or 785-825-0226.   

Please list date desired:______________________________________ 
 
Please list EXACTLY the way you want your name(s) listed as donor: 

    
    __________________________________________________________ 

 
Given in Memory of 
_________________________________________________________ 

OR 
 
Given in Honor of 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
Return the form, with your payment of $20.00, to  

First Presbyterian Church 
308 South 8th 
Salina, KS 67402-0585 



A contemporary service with weekly 
Dinner, Communion & Praise Band 

(free-will offering) 

Join us Wednesdays at 5:30 p.m.  
NO MIDWEEK MANNA UNTIL JANUARY 10TH 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION:
FPC’s Nursery, located on the second floor, is available for infants and children ages 5 and younger.
FPC encourages children ages 6 and older to remain in worship. Worship bags for children of all ages   
are located in the lobby. When you are finished with the bag, please put it in the basket so that it can 
be replenished and straightened. Pew Art cards are also available in the pew racks.
FBI (Faithful Bible Investigators) is our Christian Education program for children in grades K-5.
FBI-In-Training is our Christian Education program for children age 2 through Pre-K.
HeBrews is our 9th-12th grade Youth Bible Study that meets every Thursday during the school year at 6:45 am  
at Mokas on Crawford. The name is derived from Hebrews 10:25.
God Squad is our 6th-8th grade Youth Bible Study that meets every Tuesday during the school year from 
6-7 pm at different Salina dining locations.
Adult Education Class meets every Sunday at 9 a.m. in the Hope Room.
Extra hymnals, including large print, and Bibles are available in the back of the sanctuary.

The sanctuary is equipped with a Hearing Loop. Please switch your hearing aid to t-coil to use. 
Please see your audiologist to activate your t-coil if you haven’t done so yet. Headsets are also 
available. An usher will be happy to help if you need assistance.

CONGREGATIONAL CARE:
Tan “Prayer Request” Cards are for prayer requests or concerns. These go to the Board of Deacons.
Blue “We Care” Cards are for messages of care to persons of the congregation; these cards are mailed the 

     next week. Cards are available in the back of the room. Please place the cards in the offering plate.
Your “Prayer Concerns” can now be submitted online. Please visit 
www.fpcsalina.org/ministries/prayer-concerns and they will be forwarded to a pastor.

First Presbyterian Church: 308 S 8th St, Salina, KS  67401   785-825-0226

SUNDAY STAFF
Lead Pastor/Head of Staff: Rev. Dr. Charlie Smith
Director of Music: Richard Koshgarian Director of Children’s CE: Shelby Dickson
Organist: Angie Koshgarian Nursery Coordinator: Debb Homman
Head Custodian: Ed Zoch Nursery Caregivers: Danielle Hix, Anita Thompson
Custodian: Tony Griggs
                         

Visit: WWW.FPCSALINA.ORG | Like: https://www.facebook.com/fpcsalinaks | Follow: https://twitter.com//fpcsalina

MIDWEEK 
MANNA 


