
September 23, 2012            Eleven O’clock 
 

Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
 

WELCOME 
Whatever your religious background and however you have come to be here,     
we are honored that you have chosen to worship today at First Presbyterian 

Church. We hope you feel welcome here and inspired. May you be strengthened 
by the power of God to meet the challenges of your daily life. 

 

THE GATHERING OF THE PEOPLE 
 

We begin worship with the musical prelude and lighting of the candles, reminding us of Christ’s 
presence with us.  Please use this time to make the transition from getting here to being here. 

 

PRELUDE           Love Divine, All Loves Excelling (HYFRYDOL)          Paul Manz 
 

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CHORAL INTROIT 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP                                                             from Psalm 54                        
One: Surely, God is my helper, 
All: the Lord is the upholder of my life. 
One: I will give thanks to your name, O Lord, for it is good. 
All: For he has delivered me from every trouble. 

 

PRAYER OF ADORATION 
 

HYMN  376                 Love Divine, All Loves Excelling              HYFRYDOL 
 

* PRAYER OF CONFESSION            

Merciful God, we confess that we do not always bring our best 
selves to you. We boast of our own wisdom while showing ourselves 
the fool. We argue with one another over trifling matters, in order to 
avoid doing what we find difficult in our paths toward you. Help us 
to seek you by putting the last first, and our egos last. Cleanse our 
hearts and minds so that our petty grievances can be transformed 
into words welcoming both our neighbor and you. 
 
 

* KYRIE 

 

 

 
 

 

* ASSURANCE OF PARDON and GLORIA 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PROCLAMATION OF GOD’S WORD 
 

MOMENTS WITH THE CHILDREN                                            Patti Winter         
 

THE PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  

 

FIRST LESSON                      James 3:13-4:3, 7-8                      New Testament 

One: The word of the Lord.                      
All: Thanks be to God. 

  

ANTHEM                    Richard de Castre’s Prayer to Jesus  R. R. Terry  
 

Jesus, Lord, that madest me, And with Thy blessed blood hast bought,  
Forgive that I have grieved Thee, With word and will and even with thought.  

 Jesus, in whom is all my trust, That died upon the rude tree,  
Withdraw my heart from fleshly lust, And from all worldly vanity. 

Jesus, for thy suffered wounds On feet and on thy hands two,  
O make me meek and low of heart, And Thee to love as I should do.  
 Jesus, keep them that are good, Amend them that have grieved Thee,  

And send them fruits of earthly food, As each man needeth in his degree. 
                  

SECOND LESSON                 Mark 9:30-37               New Testament 

One: The word of the Lord.                                                     
All: Thanks be to God.   

    

SERMON             Who’s the Greatest?                     Lydia Casey 
 

DEDICATION OF GOD’S PEOPLE 
 

* HYMN 471           O Praise the Gracious Power (v. 1-4)        CHRISTPRAISE RAY 
 

* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                               from the Confession of 1967 9.15 

God’s sovereign love is a mystery beyond the reach of our minds. 
Human thought ascribes to God superlatives of power, wisdom, and 
goodness. But God reveals divine love in Jesus Christ by showing 
power in the form of a servant, wisdom in the folly of the cross, and 
goodness in receiving sinful humanity. The power of God’s love in 
Christ to transform the world discloses that the Redeemer is the 
Lord and Creator who made all things to serve the purpose of God’s 
love. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

One: The Lord be with you. 
All: And also with you. 
One: Lift up your hearts. 
All: We lift them to the Lord. 
One: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All: It is right to give God thanks and praise… 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.  

 

CHORAL RESPONSE 
 

MOMENT FOR MISSION                                             Stewardship Stories                

 

WORSHIP OF GOD WITH TITHES AND OFFERINGS                             

Part of your offering today is the gift of your presence.  
Please acknowledge your presence by signing the maroon welcome book on your pew. 

  
     OFFERTORY                     I Stand At the Threshold                         J. S. Bach 
 

      * THE DOXOLOGY                                                             Hymn 592 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures 
here below; Praise God above, ye heavenly host;  

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

    

* PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 

SENDING GOD’S PEOPLE INTO THE WORLD 
 

* HYMN (Insert)                We Are One in the Spirit                   ST. BRENDAN’S

  

* CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

One:  Let us welcome all, 
All:  as we have been welcomed into the family of Christ. 
One:  Let us depart in peace, and in love and charity with our neighbor, 
All:  serving one another as Christ was servant to all.  

 

CHORAL BENEDICTION 
 

POSTLUDE                             Toccata in E Minor                         Johann Pachelbel 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* All may stand. 

 

 

 

LET THE BELLS PLAY! Our 37-bell Rushton Memorial Carillon was the 

first such instrument in Birmingham and the third in the United States, when 
installed in 1924.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

WE WELCOME GUESTS Thank you for worshipping with us today. Your 

presence enriches our community. We hope the service held meaning and beauty 
for you. If you are returning to a distant home, we wish you the Lord’s grace and a 
safe journey. However, if you live in the area, and are not an involved member of a 
faith community and might be seeking one, we invite you to return here any 
Sunday so that we may continue to worship with you and get to know you better. 
Take one of our red door welcome brochures and a newsletter to learn more about 
opportunities for spiritual growth and service. Visit us on the web at 
www.fpcbham.org. May all God’s peace and blessings be with you today and always. 
 

IF YOU ARE SEEKING A CHURCH HOME The Session of First 

Presbyterian Church gathers on the first Sunday of the month in the chapel following 
morning worship to welcome new members. If you are seeking a faith community, 
we hope you have found a church home with us. 
 

FOR CHILDREN Children’s clipboards are available at the side entrance, near 

the playground (ushers can locate them for you). Please return them after worship. 
While all children are welcome in worship, the following alternatives also are 
available: Nursery is provided for infants (at least six weeks old) and toddlers. 
Extended Session is for children three-years-old through first grade. These children 
should begin worship in the sanctuary with their families, then after the Moments 
with the Children, they may go to Extended Session. When the sacraments of the 
Lord’s Supper or Baptism are celebrated, children will return to the sanctuary. We 
invite those in second grade and above to remain in the sanctuary and participate 
in the entire worship service. 
  
OPPORTUNITY INSERT Please use the Opportunity Insert to relay 

information to the church office, including reservations for church events.  Print 
your name and any other information you may need to relay to the office, fold the 
insert and put it in the offering plate. 
 

SERMONS are available in the Narthex in the rack on the wall or you can get 

them from our website at www.fpcbham.org. Sermons are available for download 
from our website each week. 
 

The EARLY WORSHIP SERVICE is each Sunday morning beginning at 8:30 

a.m. in Matthews Hall. 
 

The LITURGIST for today is Su Reid-St. John. 
 

The ACOLYTES for today are Maggie Gauntt and Grace Ahnert. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have you remembered the church in your will? 

MISSION CENTERS OF FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

 

FIRST LIGHT, INC. is a mission center of FPC, giving shelter and support 

services for homeless women and children. If you would like to help, speak to our 
pastors or call Ruth Crosby, Executive Director (323-4277). First Light’s website: 
www.firstlightshelter.org 
 

RUTH AND NAOMI SENIOR OUTREACH (RNSO) has as its 

mission to become spiritual companions to isolated older adults and to call, equip, and 
support others to do so as well.  
  
REDEEMER COUNSELING AND CONFLICT MANAGEMENT 

CENTER, INC., the Rev. Dr. Alphonse Kanga, Director, provides counseling to 

families in Nairobi, Kenya, dealing with the ravages of the HIV/AIDS epidemic. 
Contact redeemerccmc@yahoo.com. 
 

THE RUSHTON CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTER provides quality 

childcare in a loving, nurturing environment – accredited by NAEYC and licensed 
by the Department of Human Resources. Call the CDC office at 322-8310. The 
Center’s website is www.eprcdc.com  
 

BIRMINGHAM FAITH IN ACTION is a faith-based community-organizing 

effort FPC shares with congregation of many denominations throughout the city, 
to improve quality of life for all our citizens. A PICO network affiliate, the 
Director is Quinn Rallins, birminghamfia@gmail.com. 
 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH FOUNDATION provides support to 

First Presbyterian Church for the maintenance and upkeep of this historic sacred 
space built in 1889. 10% of the Foundation’s annuity payment aids mission 
selected by session. Call Bill Phillips at 322-5469 ext 222. 
  

THE REV. J. SHANNON WEBSTER, Pastor 

THE REV. LYDIA B. CASEY, Interim Associate Pastor 

THE REV. JIM STANFORD, Parish Associate 

THE REV. ELIZABETH GOODRICH, Parish Associate 

MS. DEBBIE G. HAMRICK, Administrator                                                                   

MS. EDI NEIKIRK, Secretary 

MS. PATTI WINTER, Director of Christian Education 

DR. TIMOTHY THOMAS, Director of Music 

MS. CATHY SHELTON, Organist 

MR. ANDREW McINTOSH, Youth Director 

MS. KANDIE WILEY, Sexton 

MS. BERNIE GREGSON, Bookkeeper 

THE REV. DR. ROBERT S. CRUTCHFIELD, Pastor Emeritus 
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