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THUMBS UP TO THE NEW SCHOOL YEAR
WILL YOU JOIN THE NEW BIBLE READING CHALLENGE?

MESSAGE FROM DAVE

A

s we move into the new school year, keep your eyes open for some 		
exciting new changes. In the area of spiritual development, we will be
offering another E-100 scripture reading challenge (The Essential Jesus).
Sermons, mid-week small groups, and even a Sunday school class or two will be
following this format, starting September 9. In regards to making our campus more
warm and welcoming, we will begin to install outdoor signage that should help with
the practical and promotional aspects of our campus (helping visitors find their way
around and better telling the story of who we are as a fellowship). In addition, as we
seek to reach a younger generation, you will begin to notice exciting changes in how we
communicate, including a new format for our newsletter and the launching of a new website. It is exciting to
celebrate change while at the same time being faithful to our biblical roots and honoring our rich, church heritage!
On a personal note, the Rockness clan would like to express gratitude for the vacation time we were able
to receive this summer. Our family spent a week in St. Augustine, Florida, at the beach with my side of
the family- 22 of us! We spent a second week in North Myrtle Beach, NC, with just the eight of us (“relax
& recovery time”). I can’t express how rejuvenated I feel to have experienced a change of pace and
scenery, reconnected with family, and worshipped in a couple different settings free of any responsibility.
Thank you for this privilege! We are now excited to be home and ready to move into the new school and
church year schedule.
It continues to be a joy to be a part of the FPC Mooresville family and serve with you in ministry!
							Blessings in Christ,
								Pastor Dave Rockness

FOOD,
FUN, &
FELLOWSHIP
The Fun & Fellowship group will meet at Hong Mei
Restaurant on Thursday, September 13th at 6:00
pm. It’s located in Mooresville Consumer Square
beside Pizza Hut. Join us!
Thanks!
Lucy H.

CAMP GRIER
FALL
FELLOWSHIP
RETREAT
Dates: Friday, September 14 – Sunday,
September 16
Come for all or part of the weekend!
Theme: Mountain Majesty: A look at some
mountaintop encounters with God
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of
the Lord.” Isaiah 2:3
New this year
• Food trucks for lunch on Saturday – 12:30
p.m.
• Retreat t-shirts – purchase for $8 by 		
September 1
Returning this year
• Saturday night BBQ supper, prepared by
BBQ crew, headed by Harry Weyer 		
(Contact the church office to sign up to
help with BBQ prep and cooking).
• Canoe races on Lake Refuge, along with our
traditional homemade boat races in Refuge
Creek.
• Friday night outdoor movie in the pavilion.
Important Registration Information
• Retreat brochures are in church office,
church parlor and fellowship hall.
• Registration deadline (with pre-payment) is
Sunday, September 9. Please honor this
deadline!
• Turn registration forms and payment in to
church office.
Questions: Contact Ellen Auten
(ellen@mooresvillefpc.org) or Jason Sentas
(jason@mooresvillefpc.org); 704-664-5725

ESSENTIAL JESUS

100 DAY
READING
PROGRAM

SAINTS
ALIVE
LUNCHEON

On September 9 the church will start another 100
day scripture reading program. This past Spring
we read 100 passages that took us through the story of the Bible, but this Fall we will focus specifically
on Jesus. The readings fall into 20 different categories giving a complete picture of who the Bible
says Jesus is. Some of them include: The Need
for a Savior, Prophecies About a Savior, The Hard
Sayings of Jesus, The Second Coming of Jesus,
and Who is Jesus...To You.

During this 100 day period, the sermons will line
up with the day reading, and we will offer small
Beginning at our September meeting, Saints Alive groups for you to process together what we are
reading, ask questions, and share insights. As we
is changing its format slightly and will have a
different time frame for our meetings. We will seek to be a people that are continuously growing
deeper in our faith in Jesus, it is our hope that
meet from 10:30 am – 12:15 pm, with the
this adventure into scriptures about Jesus will be a
following schedule:
blessing to each of you and to First Presbyterian as
a community.
10:30 – 10:45 – Coffee and tea time
10:45 – 11:30 – Program and devotions
The Bible Reading Planners, complete with a
11:30 – 12:15 – Luncheon and visiting
punch out card and reading dates, were given out
in church on August 26. Throughout the program
Our first meeting with this new format will be held
the planners will be available in the Parlor,
Tuesday, September 18, beginning at 10:30 am.
fellowship hall, and the church office. For the
Cost will continue to be $5, with meals prepared
smartphone users among us, the YouVersion Bible
by church hostess Jerilyn Fair and her amazing
App has the Essential Jesus reading plan available
“kitchen crew.” The September program will
within the app and offers daily reminders and alerts
feature “Mooresville Memories,” and will focus on
to help keep you up with the readings. We hope
Mooresville in yesteryear. We would love to have
you can join us in this new Bible reading challenge.
some Mooresville natives, or at least long-time
residents, come and share what they
				In Christ,
remember about the “olden days” in Mooresville.
Bring photographs, memorabilia, décor – anything
			
Jason Sentas
that comes from long-ago Mooresville.
We will continue our donations project – please
bring new school supplies to be donated to
Mooresville Christian Mission as children begin
this new school year.

STEWARDSHIP

“

Giving your time,
your talents, and
your tithes to God’s work…

”

Breaking the Alabaster Jar

Of all the acts of servanthood that Jesus witnessed,
one touched his heart so deeply that he
memorialized it forever. One would expect the
spotlight of his attention to fall on some grand
sacrifice, something of “high impact.” But what
left Christ’s heart pierced was a woman named
Mary and her alabaster jar. John 12:1-8
An alabaster jar. We all have one. They come in

different shapes and sizes, and sealed within is all
that we prize – our treasured earthly possessions.
Occasionally we break the seal, remove the lid and
share – as we know we ought. But we do so carefully, reservedly, with control, anxious all the while
to put the lid back on. So much of life is spent
preserving and conserving what we hold in our alabaster jar.
Mary’s servanthood brings each of us to a fork
in the road. The question of good stewardship –
What will you do with your alabaster jar? Is one
that every person must decide.
Ultimately, good stewardship is not a matter of wise
money management or even responsible
giving. It is a matter of extravagant love…Is his love
transforming your prayers from ”Give me, Lord”
to “Use me, Lord – all that I am and all that I hold
dear”?
Message from your Stewardship Committee
Excerpts from NIV Stewardship Study Bible

FIRST KIDS WORSHIP
FIRST KIDS WORSHIP RESUMES
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 9TH
After a summer break, First Kids Worship will resume meeting on Sunday, September 9. First Kids
Worship is a children’s worship service held during
part of the 11:00 am worship service. The service
is designed as an age-appropriate worship service
for children in 1st – 5th grades, and is held in the
fellowship hall.

Please contact Ellen Auten
(ellen@mooresvillefpc.org; 704-664-5275)
if you have questions about Children’s Church,
and if you would like to volunteer.

About First Kids Worship:
• Children begin worship in the sanctuary, then
convene in the fellowship hall for the
remainder of the worship service.
• Parents pick their children up in the fellowship
hall, immediately following the 11 am worship
service.
• Leadership is provided by adult church
members who have undergone background
checks and safety training.
• Children are welcome to remain in the
sanctuary with their families during 		
Communion Sundays.
• Elements of First Kids Worship include music,
emphasizing scripture songs, Bible memory,
scripture readings, learning how to use a Bible,
prayer, including corporate prayer, prayer
requests and learning the Lord’s Prayer, and a
Bible-centered message, using David C. Cook’s
Children’s Church curriculum.

LOGOS & MIDDLE
SCHOOL MINISTRY

LETTER FROM
SHIRELY MORROW
The following letter was written by Shirley Morrow
as an expression of her gratitude to the church.
Her husband Jim recently found the unsent letter
and asked that we share it with the church. The
letter was written in March of 2015.

A Home with Habitat
Many people are working hard
behind-the-scenes as we prepare for our 40th
year of our church’s Logos/Middle School
Ministry (MSM) program. Following are some
details as we begin the new year:
Logos Program
MSM Program

1st – 6th grades
7th-8th grades

Logos/MSM Registration deadline:
Wednesday, September 5
Please honor this deadline in order for the
volunteers to be prepared for participants on the
first day of Logos/MSM.

Tuition			
Registration			
Early-bird discounts		
				

Mark Your Calendars:
Logos/MSM September dates:
• Wednesday, September 12 - School Spirit
• Wednesday, September 19 - Outer Space
• Wednesday, September 26 - Duck Tape
Night
• Sunday, September 30 – Logos choir
sings at 11:00 am worship service
Dates to Remember:
Logos/MSM Staff meeting / supper Wednesday,
September 5 – 6:00 pm
First day of Logos/MSM – Wednesday,
September 12 – 4:30 – 7:00 pm

$55 per semester
$35 per year
$5 off registration and $5 off tuition if paid by Sept. 5
$5 off total fee if entire year’s fees are paid by Sept. 5

Questions about Logos/MSM:
Contact Valerie Mauney, Director (704-723-1531) or Stephanie Sentas, Assistant Director
(781-267-5559).
Scholarship help is available.

It reads:
		Many Thanks
I can never thank you enough for all the
Christian love you expressed to me during my
extended physical problems. It seems I went from
one situation to another. From late October 2014
until February 2015. I cannot clearly remember
my rehabilitation.
However I do remember the beautiful
cards; the concerned phone calls; the caring
visits, and most of all your prayers.
I now have been diagnosed with
Parkinson’s. I am taking one day at a time and
have faith that God will take care of me.
		

Thank you again.

		
with Christian love,
			Shirley Morrow

Many of you showed up for the Theology of the
Hammer Sunday School class in fellowship hall
this summer and heard more about our efforts
to build a home here in Mooresville through our
partnership with Habitat for Humanity. I hope that
was an informative time that painted a picture
of our reasons for moving in this direction. Your
Mission’s Committee continues to pull the
plans together, meeting with each other
monthly, and with Amy Freeze, the church
coordinator for Our Towns Habitat for Humanity.
As we move forward with anticipation, we have
three major tasks ahead of us: 1. To nail down
a date in the spring for our build. 2. To build a
team that will help make this happen. 3. Through
prayer, ask the Lord for him to use us as we desire
to reach out into the community. We ask that the
congregation would pray for this process, the
people that will be involved, and the family that
will ultimately live in the home we will build. If you
have felt a tug at your heart to get involved, I would
ask that you reach out to me, or the Publicity
Coordinator, Gene Vaughan at
gvgonefishin@gmail.com, with your questions and
desires. Thank you for your desire to join us on this
journey.
			In Christ,
			
Jason Sentas

CHURCH SCHOOL BEGINS
A NEW YEAR
We began the 2018-2019 church school year on Promotion Sunday, as we had our first “Blessing of the
Backpacks,” welcomed new students to new classes, and introduced teachers. A new school year is a
wonderful time to make a mid-year New Year’s Resolution to make a habit of attending church school
every week!
We are so grateful for our dedicated and faithful church school teachers, and express our thanks to
them for teaching young and old alike the timeless truths of scripture. Following is a list of teachers and
classes:
For Kids & Young Adults:
• Infants and Toddlers – Jean Coates, Beth Hall,
Shannon and Becky McIntosh, Lynelle Owen
• 3s, 4s, and 5s – Abi Abercrombie, Margaret
Curtis, Teresa Moore, Faye Wright
• 1st – 3rd grades – Lucy Hastings and Sheryl
Davis; Connie and Mickey Russell
• 4th – 5th grades – Angie Copeland and
Stephanie Sentas; Jim and Lisa Davidson
• 6th – 8th grades – Fern Alexander, Leeann
DeCastro, Valerie Mauney, Jodi Rockness
• 9th -12th grades – Mark Auten

Adult Classes:
• Connect 4 Class – Jason Sentas and Jodi
Rockness
• Covenant Bible Class – Bob Amon
• Discovery Class – Jim McDonnell
• ISH Class – Paul Dame & Andrew Coates
• Men’s Bible Class – Ernie Crymes, Brent
Curtis, Cate Vaughan
• Pastor’s Class – Fred Coates
• Rejoice Class – Linda Ervin, Bill Morrow

LOGOS ENCOUNTER
WORKSHOP
Our church will be hosting a Logos Encounter
Workshop on Saturday, September 22, from 8:00
a.m. – 5:00 p.m. (times subject to change). The
Logos Encounter is a training event for anyone
involved in our Logos Program, and for anyone
interested in learning more about the Logos
Program. At the Encounter, you will:

The Logos Encounter is open to other
churches who have Logos programs, or are
interested in starting a program, so it is a
wonderful opportunity to share with others. It
is a wonderful opportunity for our local church
to learn more about the program and to do
some planning and brainstorming together. Our
commitment as the host church allows 16
participants to attend, with lunch and snacks
provided at no cost to the participants.

•Experience the 4 parts of Logos
(recreation, Bible study, worship, and
Family Time)
•Learn the WHY behind each part of Logos Childcare will be provided, with advance
•Understand why Logos places a strong 		
registration.
emphasis on growing Christian
relationships
•Network with others who have the same
Please contact Ellen Auten
joys and challenges as you.
(ellen@mooresvillefpc.org) to make a reservation.

PRESCHOOL
Sneak-A-Peek

Labor Day

Our Sneak-A-Peek Orientation got us back
in the school spirit! We made a “wing wall”
photo booth for parents to take pictures to
capture their child’s first day of school. Our “wing
wall” tied nicely to our teacher theme, Psalm
91:4. “He will cover you with his feathers, and
under his wings you will find refuge.” Each year
we have a theme for our teachers to reflect on
as we teach our little ones. Just as God provides
comfort and safety for us, we want all our children
to feel loved and find refuge here at preschool.

Preschool is closed on September 3rd in honor of
Labor Day.

Chapel Time
Pastor Jason will kick off our school year with our
first Chapel Time for the school year. We look
forward to his animated lessons and get us excited
about the Lord!

Fire Trucks
We are excited to have the Fire Trucks visit on
September 27th & 28th. The firefighters will
visit our school and discuss fire safety. Then the
children will tour the fire trucks. What fun! In
the upcoming weeks we will practice our safety
drills. We want to be prepared in the event of an
emergency.v We will let you know when we
practice those drills here at school, in case your
little ones have any questions.

Fall Pictures
Our Fall Picture Days will be September 12th-14th.
Our pictures will be taken inside with an autumn
backdrop. These pictures always are a showstopper! You’ll receive information on when you
can purchase your pictures (usually 2 weeks after
our Picture Days).

PYF
Mark Your Calendars:
• September 2: NO PYF
• September 5: Supper Club (HS) - Chipotle 6:15 pm
• September 7: 5th Quarter - First Presbyterian
Church - 10:00 pm-Midnight
• September 9: Acts 2
- Middle School 4:00-6:00 pm
- High School 6-8:30 pm
• September 12: Supper Club (HS) - Chick-fil-a 6:15 pm

Joint-church Bowling night (St. Mark’s Lutheran
Church, First Baptist Church, First Presbyterian
Church) Aug. 2018

• September 14-16: Camp Grier
• September 16: NO PYF
• September 19: Supper Club (HS) - Panera
Bread - 6:15 pm
• September 21: 5th Quarter - First Baptist
Church - 10:00 pm-Midnight
• September 23: Acts 3
- Middle School 4:00-6:00 pm
- High School 6:00-8:30 pm

End-of-summer 2018 High School Dessert Night

• September 26: Supper Club (HS) - Firehouse
Subs - 6:15 pm
• September 28: Cupcake Wars! - First
Presbyterian Church- 7:00 pm
• September 30: Acts 4
- Middle School 4:00-6:00 pm
- High School 6:00-8:30 pm

Loving God, Loving People,
Making Disciples
End-of-summer Pool Party at the Waugh Home!
2018

SEPTEMBER

SUNDAY

MONDAY

WEDNESDAY

TUESDAY

CALENDAR
FRIDAY

THURSDAY

BIRTHDAYS
in September

SATURDAY
1

9/1
9/3
9/5
9/6
9/7

Office Closed- Labor
3
Day
1:00 pm FPC Volunteers—
Soup Kitchen
5:30 pm MCM Circles
7:00 pm Boy Scouts
7:00 pm Vision Team Mtg.

6:30 pm Cub Scouts
7:15 pm Christian Edu.
Mtg

9
9:00 am First Praise
10:00 am Church School
11:00 am Worship/First Kids
resumes
3:00 pm Prayer Shawl Group
4:00 pm MS PYF
5:30 pm Deacon Mtg.
6:00 pm HS PYF

10
Newsletter Articles
Due
2:00 pm Circle 1
5:30 pm MCM Circles
6:30 pm Boy Scouts Mtg.
7:00 pm Boy Scouts
7:00 pm Personnel Committee Mtg.

10:00 am Circle 4
12:00 pm Circle 5
6:15 pm Circle 3
6:30 pm Cub Scouts

16

5:30 pm MCM Circles 17
7:00 pm Boy Scouts
7:00 pm Vision Team Mtg.

10:30 am Saints Alive 18
Luncheon
6:30 pm Cub Scouts
6:30 pm Men’s Dinner

9:00 am First Praise
2
10:00 am Church School
11:00 am Worship

Camp Grier - Old Fort,
NC
9:00 am First Praise
10:00 am Church School
11:00 am Worship

23
9am First Praise
10am Church School
11am Worship
4pm MS PYF
6pm HS PYF
6pm Choir singing Providence Baptist Church
30
9:00 am First Praise
10:00 am Church School
11:00 am Worship
4:00 pm MS PYF
6:00 pm HS PYF

5:30 pm MCM Circles 24
7:00 pm Boy Scouts

6:30 pm Cub Scouts

4

11

25

10:00 am Women’s
5
Affinity
Groups Council
1:00 pm Prayer Meeting
6:00 pm Logos/MSM Staff
Mtg.
6:15 pm HS Supper Club
— Chipotle

7 :00 pm Praise Band
Rehearsal

6 10:00 pm—PYF 5th
Quarter
(Off Campus)

Preschool Fall School 12
Pics.
1:00 pm Prayer Meeting
4:30 pm Logos/MSM
starts
6:15 pm HS Supper Club—
Chick-fil-A
7:30 pm Chancel Choir

Preschool Fall School
Pictures
6:00 pm Fun and
Fellowship
7:00 pm Praise Band
Rehearsal

1:00 pm Prayer Meeting 19
4:30 pm Logos/MSM
6:15 pm HS Supper
Club— Panera Bread
7:30 pm Chancel Choir

11:30 am Ladies Who 20
Lunch
7:00 pm Praise Band
Rehearsal

26
1:00 pm Prayer
Meeting
4:30 pm Logos/MSM
6:15 pm HS Supper Club—
Firehouse Subs
7:30 pm Chancel Choir

9:30 am Preschool
Fire Truck Day
7:00 pm Praise Band
Rehearsal

7

8

27

21
10:00 pm PYF 5th
Quarter (Off Campus)

Joshua McClure, 		
Stephanie Sentas
9/10 Jimmy Pearce
9/9

9/11

13 Camp Grier—Old Fort, 14 Camp Grier—Old
NC
Fort, NC
Preschool Fall School
Pictures

8:00 am Logos
Encounter

15

22

Noah Flemming,
Bill Lackey
Duncan Jordan
Ashley Norton
Walter Morgan
Courtney Rockness

John Donelson,
Jacque Junkins, 		
Sue Stevens

9/12 Sandra Blalock,
Angela Carpenter,
Pat King, Caroline 		
Ladd
9/14 Walt Jones, John
Neely, Jeff
Stonestreet
9/15 Bruce Telford
9/16 Dot Campbell,
Clarabella Cerrone,
Nancy Davidson
9/17 Dan Davidon,
Shelley Rhyne
9/18 Lizzie Brumley,
Esther Kann,
Caroline McMillan

9:30 am Preschool Fire 28
Truck Day
7:30 pm PYF Cupcake
Wars

29

9/20 Steve Abernathy,
Gene Vaughn
9/22 Amelia Rider
9/23 Angie Copeland,
Pat Culberson,
Trish Glad, Jodi
Rockness, Jordan 		
Sledge
9/24 Eliza Decastro
9/25 Caroline Micklow
9/26 Rose Sink, Maddie 		
Teeter
9/29 Jerry Bickett, Evelyn
Giles, Andrew
Merrill, Faye Wright
9/30 Ross Culp

SAINTS
ALIVE TRIP
The Saints Alive group is planning a trip to historic
Gold Hill, NC, on Thursday, September 27. Gold
Hill is approximately 45 minutes from Mooresville,
and is a restored 1840s gold mining village. The
first gold discovery at Gold Hill was in 1824, which
led to a booming town, with
numerous merchants and mining operations, and
discoveries of gold valued at $7 – 9 million. Gold
Hill mines ceased production by 1915; the mining
village has now been restored with shops, historic
tours, and trails. Some of the village shops
include Bakery, Baskets & Gifts, Buckle & Bell, E.H.
Montgomery General Store, Mauney’s 1840 Store,
Mauney’s Little House Antiques &
Accessories, River Pines Pottery, Southern Belles
and Pearls.
The group plans to leave at 9:30 am, tour the
village and shops, and have lunch in the area
before returning to Mooresville
mid-afternoon.
Please contact Ellen Auten to make a reservation.

LOOKING
FORWARD
HAPPENINGS NEXT MONTH:
OCTOBER
•
•
•
•

Adventures Of Faith, October 22
Trunk or Treat, October 31
Saints Alive Beach Trip
Operation Christmas Child

First Presbyterian
Church
249 West McLelland Ave.
Mooresville, NC 28115
Telephone: 704-664-5275
Fax: 704-664-7526
Preschool: 704 664-7201
Website: www.mooresvillefpc.org
Email: office@mooresvillefpc.org
mooresvilllefpc@groups.facebook.com
If you would like to be added to or deleted from
our mailing list, please send an email to
office@mooresvillefpc.org or call 704-664-5275
9:00 a.m. First Praise
10:00 a.m. Church School
11:00 a.m. Morning Worship

September 2018

