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CHECK OUT OUR ADVENTURES IN FAITH SPEAKER
HELP ASSIST WITH FIRST KIDS WORSHIP!

MESSAGE FROM DAVE

H

appy New Year! As pastor, I am very much looking forward to the upcoming
year. Our church plans to continue implementing three visions that have
been cast by leadership: 1) Spiritual growth for every member, 2) striving to
become a more welcoming church, and 3) reaching out to a younger generation. In
2018, the E-100 readings highlighted our desire to nurture spiritual growth. Hundreds
of you participated and the feedback was encouraging. This year (2019), Pastor
Jason and I plan to present a new reading challenge that will again offer small group
opportunities and be in accord with our weekly preaching from the pulpit. Also,
please take advantage of the Scripture Union devotionals available to all members
interested in continuing a daily reading plan. This publication is the same group that developed the
E-100 reading challenge. As we strive to become a more welcoming church, you will begin to see further
changes to our campus in regards to the parking lot, signage, and entranceway’s to our parking lot.
The concept designs approved by our leadership is taking shape with the city of Mooresville who is
supportive of our project. Implementation is just around the corner. Meanwhile, church leadership will
be seeking ways this year to help enhance the welcoming atmosphere within the walls of our fellowship.
In regards to reaching out to a younger generation, First Kids was a wonderful success this past yearthank you Ellen! There is much vision churning within this realm and you should soon begin to see signs
of fruition in regards to branding, communication, community outreach ideas, and our eventual new
home for First Praise.
The vision cast by our church is prayerfully rooted in our ongoing mission: Loving God, loving people,
and making disciples. Thus, the ongoing ministry at FPC Mooresville is not limited to the three areas
emphasized in the above paragraph; rather, it springs forth from a rich, grounded ministry making an
impact in Mooresville and around the world.
It continues to be a privilege to serve alongside you in ministry. My hope and prayer is that you will
continue to find ways to engage and invest in our church this upcoming year. When you grow, we grow.
When you serve, lives are touched. When you invest, not only does it honor our Lord- it provides
fulfillment and blessing to your soul!
							Sincerely in Christ,
								Pastor Dave Rockness

“N E W Y E A R ‘ S R E S O L U T I O N”
CLEANING DAYS
The New Year is a wonderful opportunity to start fresh and clean up some places around the church
that have become “stashing grounds” for several months. We have several storage areas that need to
be put back together, so please consider coming to help organize, throw away, and put away some areas
that need attention. Following are some days to come help out:
Monday, January 7 – 10:00 am
Tuesday, January 22 – 2:00 pm
Tuesday, January 29 – 10:00 am
Please contact Ellen Auten if you are available on other days as well! Thank you!

DR. JOHN GUEST
ADVENTURES IN FAITH
2019
When? Sunday, January 27th and Monday, January 28th.
Where? FPC Mooresville
Schedule: Sunday morning worship; Sunday & Monday evening- 6pm dinner & 7pm worship; Monday
morning Q & A- 10:30am.
with over 1,000 attending weekly. Recognizing the
gifts God has given him for evangelism, in 1990
St. Stephen’s set him free to conduct city-wide
evangelistic crusades across America. John has
spoken to over 1,000,000 people face to face
since his first major crusade in 1985. Perhaps the
mark of John’s ministry is his uncompromising,
thoroughly evangelical, preaching style. He has
been called “the thinking person’s evangelist,” a
term that rightly describes his gift for combining
brilliant apologetics with a powerful speaking style
that has earned him the respect of historical critics
John Guest was born and raised in Oxford, England. of crusade evangelism.
While studying as an engineer he was invited to
hear the American evangelist, Billy Graham, in In 1995 he become the first Senior Pastor of
London, 1954. That night John responded to God’s Christ Church at Grove Farm, a church plant in
call and made his commitment to Jesus Christ at the northwest suburbs of Pittsburgh, PA. There
age eighteen. Shortly thereafter, he felt God calling he served for fifteen years before becoming the
him into full-time service as a pastor.
Minister at Large.
John graduated from Trinity College in Bristol and
was ordained by the Church of England in 1961.
He came to the United States in 1964; combining
his love for young people with his musical ability
he formed one of the first Christian contemporary
music groups known as the Exkursions. For the next
four years John used music to draw young people
to meetings where thousands of them heard for
the first time the “Good News” of Jesus Christ.
Ultimately, John became convinced that he
needed to work in and through a local church if
those who were won to Christ were to grow in
maturity. In 1968, he became the Minister of Youth
at St. Stephen’s Church in Sewickley, Pennsylvania
(a suburb of Pittsburgh) and four years later the
senior pastor. St. Stephen’s became one of the
fastest growing Episcopal churches in America

John is the author of ten books. He co-founded
Trinity Episcopal School of Ministry and was a
participant in the Lausanne Committee for World
Evangelism and a board member of the National
Association of Evangelicals. He founded the
Coalition for Christian Outreach, an evangelistic
organization employing approximately 150 staff
on college campuses. Also, he co-founded South
American Missionary Society (1976), hosted a daily
radio broadcast, “New Life In Christ,” on WPIT-FM,
Pittsburgh (1983-1990), and currently has a daily
broadcast on WORD FM, 101.5 in Pittsburgh as
well as several other cities. He is also a featured
speaker at Promise Keepers Conferences within
the U.S. John married Kathleen Heggar in 1967
and has four daughters: Carrie, Chelsea, Sarah
and Susanna.

DAILY BIBLE READING
I’d like to give you all a big high five and pat on the back for making Bible reading a priority over the past
year. We have just completed our second Bible reading plan and I am hearing many encouraging stories
of the blessings received by spending daily time in God’s word. Having worked our way through 100
passages, 50 OT and 50 NT, we have read about the big picture of the Bible story. We have also taken
a deeper look at who Jesus is by reading 100 readings that reveal clearly who Jesus is. My prayer is that
you have been able to participate in these efforts and have grown through the process.
As we head into a new year, I want to encourage you to continue to make this spiritual discipline of daily
Bible reading a priority. In order to help you, the church is making some resources available. The first
I’d like to recommend is Encounter With God, a publication from Scripture Union. This is a wonderful
booklet that has daily Bible readings, as well as a short devotional and a prayer. This is a quarterly
publication that we have made available in the parlor, church office and fellowship hall for a couple of
years now, and will continue to do so for the foreseeable future. The second are the many devotionals
and Bibles that Ellen Auten has made available in the fellowship hall. For those that were not able to be
a part of the E100 or Essential Jesus program, the reading planners will continue to be available in the
church parlor and office. And finally, If you are feeling ambitious and would like to tackle the whole Bible,
you can go old school and just work your way through your Bible or use the “Read Scripture” app on
your phone, tablet or computer. The Read Scripture app is wonderfully formatted and has informative
videos that explain overarching themes within the Bible and theological ideas and terms. This is a favorite
of mine and the one I will be using in 2019.
If you have any questions about daily Bible reading, or resources to make this possible, please feel free
to approach me and I’d be happy to help you out.
									In Christ,
										Jason Sentas
				

PRESCHOOL
Happy New Year, Preschool
Families!
We hope you made many wonderful memories
with your little ones during the Christmas season.
The teachers and I were so proud of your little
ones’ performance for our Christmas Programs.
The children sang with all their hearts and got
us all in the true spirit of Christmas! I hope you
especially loved the children singing Silent Night in
sign language!

Football Fever Days
Mark your calendars for Football Fever Days on
January 31st and February 1st. Wear your favorite
team jersey, team colors or a sports-themed shirt
in honor of the upcoming Super Bowl! Let’s get
ready for some FOOTBALL! (And the crowd goes
wild!)

2019-2020 Enrollment
Enrollment Forms are coming home the beginning
of the month, so be on the lookout for them. We
have a checklist to help you keep track of your
child’s paperwork. Please complete these forms
and include your Registration fee ($75 for Church
Members, $85 for non-church members) by
Friday, January 18th. Specific class assignments
will be sent to you in the mail in July.

Preschool Closed
Just a quick reminder, Preschool is closed on
January 21st and 22nd in honor of Martin Luther
King Jr. and a Work Day.

Pancakes & PJ Day
We are excited to have Preschool-wide Pajama
Days on January 10th and 11th. It’s a fun day for
all the children to dress in their PJ’s and we’ll have
pancakes for a special snack (GF waffles will be
available for those gluten allergies). Please send
your child in tennis shoes or regular school shoes,
as slippers can be a bit slippery. This is your easiest
day to dress your child for preschool…just roll
them out of bed!

PYF

-PRESBYTERIAN YOUTH FELLOWSHIPMark Your Calendars:

2018 PYF Christmas Party (Dec. 16th)

January
• January 2: Supper Club (HS) - 6:15 pm
• January 4: Activity TBD
• January 6: Joint-Church Youth Event with
Astrophysicist Matthew Goodson
Location: First Baptist Church
• January 9: Supper Club (HS) - 6:15 pm
• January 11: Activity TBD
• December 14:
- Middle School 4:00-6:00 pm
- High School 6:00-8:30 pm
• January 16: Supper Club (HS) - 6:15 pm
• January 18: Activity TBD
• January 20: Winter Jam - 3:00 pm - Midnight
• January 23: Supper Club (HS) - 6:15 pm
• January 25: Activity TBD
• January 29: NO HS Supper Club
• January 31: NO Activity

PYF Ice-Skating Night (Dec. 7th)

HABITAT FOR
HUMANITY
This year’s annual Chili Cook off will be held on
Feb 24, 2019, in the Fellowship Hall. As in the past,
there will be a competition for the best chili with
the winner determined by the amount of money
raised by each participant.

LOGOS/MSM
January Dates
• Sunday, January 6 - Registration deadline for
2nd semester
• Wednesday, January 9 - First day of second
semester - Knights and Princesses Night: 4:30
pm - Parent meeting for new participants only
• Wednesday, January 16 - Logos Prom / Dance
Extravaganza

In addition to the chili, we will have a robust Silent
Auction of extensive items including, but not
limited to:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

• Wednesday, January 23 - Talent Show
• Sunday, January 27 - Logos Choir sings at 11:00
•
am worship service
•
• Wednesday, January 30 - Super / Souper Bowl •
***Participants should bring canned goods to •
donate to Mooresville Soup Kitchen
•

Home-made pastries
Lake Norman pontoon boat tours
Crocheted blankets
Five hours of home repair
Fishing trips
Framed wildlife and scenic photos
Pet sitting
Hand crafted pottery
A priceless authentic document detailing
the many assets of the well-known Wheaton
College, Illinois. An alumnus of this school of
extremely high learning will be on hand to detail
all the questions you have.
Fossil shark teeth
Clemson football team tickets
Gourmet meals for your party
Legal update of your will
Three trips to places in Mooresville of your
choosing
Baby-sitting

2nd semester Logos/MSM reminders:

•

• Second semester begins Wednesday, January 9
• Please contact Valerie Mauney (704-723-1531)
or Stephanie Sentas (781-267-5559) for
information about joining Logos/MSM for
second semester as a new participant
• New participant registration deadline is Sunday,
January 6
• Parent meeting (for new participants only) is
Wednesday, January 9 at 4:30 pm
• Please contact Hillary Zwolinski, Kitchen
Coordinator, to schedule kitchen duty
(704-564-5616; hillaryz30@hotmail.com)

We ask you to participate in the Chili Cook off, and
the Silent Auction. The revenue from both events
will exclusively go to supplement the church’s
Habitat for Humanity project of house-building in
the Spring.

STEWARDSHIP

“

”

Giving your time, your talents, and your tithes to God’s work…

Prayer - God, fill me with the Spirit and guide my steps. Help me to walk in a way that reveals
Jesus Christ to the world.
What does the fruit of the Spirit look like in an effective steward?
1. Does everything out of love - willing to sacrifice time, talents and money to address the emotional,
spiritual and physical needs of others.
2. Finds joy and gratitude both in receiving the abundant life that Christ came to give and in being a
conduit of everything they have received.
3. Being of peace - creatively looking for ways to promote reconciliation and justice.
4. Being patient and kind – moved with compassion for those who need assistance and do whatever
they can to help, while preserving the dignity and self-respect of others.
5. Will pursue goodness and excellence in everything, knowing that they “work as for the Lord” – Col.
3:23.
6. Expresses faithfulness to the calling of God, whether that is in the ministry, in marriage, in one’s
vocation or in steady support of the ministries one has committed to.
7. Exhibits gentleness in dealing with others, communicating and acting in a humble way to treat people
with respect, as Jesus did.
8. Learns self-control – resisting the temptations to consume more than one needs and learning instead
to let go of needing the newest, latest and greatest. Instead gets satisfaction in loving God, in giving,
in engaging in healthy relationships and in living an authentic, contented, disciplined life.
Message from your Stewardship Committee
Excerpts from NIV Stewardship Study Bible

SAINTS ALIVE
JANUARY TRIP
The Saints Alive group is planning a trip to tour the campus of the Children’s Hope Alliance (formerly
known as Barium Springs Home for Children) in Troutman on Thursday, January 17. The “Giving Them
Hope Tour” travels through campus to group homes and independent living programs. We’ll get an
inside look at how the organization helps abused and neglected children, low income families, and
children needing therapy. We will learn about the obstacles youth face every day and how they are
encouraged to overcome these challenges. And we will learn about the vision of the Children’s Hope
Alliance and the increased needs of children throughout our state.
The group plans to leave at 9:00 am – meet in the Academy Street parking lot because of Preschool
drop off at the same time. Following the tour, we will have lunch together. Please contact Ellen Auten
to make a reservation.

SAINTS ALIVE
LUNCHEON

FIRST KIDS
WORSHIP

The monthly Saints Alive luncheon ($5) will be held
Tuesday, January 15 at 10:30 am in the fellowship
hall. Join the group at 10:30 for coffee, hot tea
and fellowship; the program will begin at 10:45
am. This month’s program will be presented by
local author and historian O.C. Stonestreet. O.C.
grew up in Mooresville and is a columnist for the
Statesville Record & Landmark. He is the author
of “Tales from Old Iredell County,” “They Called
Iredell County Home,” and “Once Upon a Time...
in Mooresville, NC.” We look forward to hearing
O.C.’s accounts of interesting local stories from
our community’s past.

Children in first through fifth grades are invited to
attend a kid-friendly worship service each Sunday.
Held during the 11:00 am worship service, the
group meets in the fellowship hall following the
“Time with the Children,” and participates in
prayer, singing, a message, scripture reading, and
related activities. The January schedule of lessons
is as follows:
• Sunday, January 6 - Epiphany Sunday - Wise
Men’s visit to Jesus
• Sunday, January 13 - Jesus Teaches About
Forgiveness
• Sunday, January 20 - The Early Church Helps
Those in Need
• Sunday, January 27 - Paul Tells Lydia About
Jesus
Please contact Ellen Auten (704-664-5275; ellen@
mooresvillefpc.org) if you would like to assist with
First Kids Worship in any of the following ways:
•
•
•
•

Loving God,
Loving People,
Making Disciples

Lead the lesson / message
Help lead singing
Help with the soundboard
Assist the leader (helping with Bible lesson and
activities)

SUNDAY

JANUARY
MONDAY

Tuesday

WEDNESDAY

Church Office Closed
Preschool Closed Christmas Break

1

Preschool Closed 2
Christmas Break
10:00 am Women’s of
Affinity Groups
Council
1:00 pm Prayer Meeting
6: 1 5 pm HS Supper Club

10:00 am Circle 4
1 2:00 pm Circle 5
6:15 pm Circle 3
6:30 Cub Scouts

8

1:00 pm Prayer
9
Meeting
4:30 pm Logos/MSM
4:30 pm Logos Parent
Meeting for New
Participants
6: 1 5 pm HS Supper Club
7:1 5 pm Chancel Choir

2:00 pm Circle 1
14 Newsletter Deadline 15
5:3 0 pm MCM-Circles
10:30 am Saints Alive 		
6: 1 5 pm Exaltation
Luncheon
Ringers
6:30 Cub Scouts
6:30 pm Boy Scouts Mtg. 6:30 pm Men’s Dinner
7:00 pm Boy Scouts
7:00 pm Personnel
Committee Mtg.

1:00 pm Prayer
16
Meeting
4:30 pm Logos/MSM
6: 1 5 pm HS Supper Club
7:15 pm Chancel Choir

9:00 am First Praise
20 Church Office Closed 21 Preschool Closed
22
10:00 am Church School
Preschool Closed
Workday for Teachers
1 1:00 am Worship
5:3 0 pm MCM-Circles
2:00 pm Cleaning Day
4:00 pm MS PYF
6:15 Exaltation Ringers
6:30 pm Cub Scouts
6:00 pm HS PYF
7:00 pm Boy Scouts
7:00 pm Vision Team Mtg.

1:00 pm Prayer
23
Meeting
4:30 pm Logos/MSM
6: 1 5 pm HS Supper Club
7:1 5 pm Chancel Choir

2nd Semester Logos Deadline 6

9:00 am First Praise with
Communion
10:00 am Church School
1 1:00 am Worship with
Communion
4:00 pm MS PYF
6:00 pm HS PYF

9:00 am First Praise
13
10:00 am Church School
1 1:00 am Worship
3:00 pm Prayer Shawl Group
4:00 pm MS PYF
5:30 pm Deacons Mtg.
6:00 pm HS PYF
7:00 pm Committee Mtgs.

Adventures in Faith
27
9:00 am First Praise
10:00 am Church School
1 1:00 am Worship with Logos
Choir
4:00 pm MS PYF
6:00 pm HS PYF
6:00 pm Adventure in Faith
Dinner

10:00 am Cleaning Day 7
1:00 pm FPC 			
Volunteers - Soup
Kitchen
5:30 pm MCM-Circles
7:00 pm Boy Scouts
7:00 pm Vision Team Mtg
7:1 5 pm Christian Edu.
Mtg

10:30 am Adventures in 28 ECO Gathering
30
29 ECO Gathering
Faith Q&A
10:00 am Cleaning Day
1:00 pm Prayer
5:0 0 pm MCM-Circles
6:30 pm Cub Scouts
Meeting
6: 00 pm Adventures 		
4:30 pm Logos/MSM
in Faith
6:1 5 pm HS Supper Club
6: 1 5 pm Exaltation 		
7:1 5 pm Chancel Choir
Ringers
7:00 pm Boy Scouts

CALENDAR
FRIDAY

THURSDAY
7:00 pm Praise Band
Rehearsal

3

BIRTHDAYS
in January

SATURDAY
4

5

1/1

1/2
1/4
7:00 pm Praise Band 10
Rehearsal

6:00 pm Session 		 11
Retreat

9:00 am Session
Retreat Stated
Session Meeting

12

1/7
1/8

1 1:30 pm Ladies Who 		 17
Lunch
7:00 pm Praise Band
Rehearsal

5:00 pm PYF
(Fellowship Hall)

18

19

1/9
1/10

1/11
1/12
1/13

7:00 pm Praise Band
Rehearsal

24

25

26

1/14
1/15
1/17
1/18

ECO Gathering
31
7:00 pm Praise Band
Rehearsal

1/19
1/22
1/23
1/24
1/25
1/26
1/29
1/30
1/31

Jenn McNeely
Winkie Powell
Jan Stilwell
Richard Stilwell
Mary Beth Stutts
Dennis Winter
Amanda Garvin
Ron Gragg
Emily Meehan
Caitlin Riefner
Paul Trimble
Nick Smith
Emerson Stutts
Harry Weyer
Laura Christman
Maria Heilman
Carolyn Morrow
Chris Creech
Linda Ervin
Rosemary LaBarre
Maria Reid
Amanda Boone
Melissa Campbell
Mark McNeely
C.P. Chappell
Margie Gallman
Tom Poteat
Chet Carpenter
Weston Mauney
Claire Omohundro
Tom Trosuk
Abby Copeland
Martha McDonnell
Stacey Windsor
Steve Gallman
Elizabeth Miller
Megan Lynch
Thomas Miller
Natalie White
Hazel Cole
Greg Fillnow
Pat Hunter
LuAnn Sledge
Ciarra Rockness
Peggy Rogers
Bob Amon
Charlie Heilman
Ryan Trimble
Debbie Hyatt
Bill Payne

LOOKING
FORWARD
HAPPENINGS NEXT MONTH:
February
• Feb 15 -17 PYF Winter Retreat
• Feb 24 Annual Chili Cook Off

First Presbyterian
Church
249 West McLelland Ave.
Mooresville, NC 28115
Telephone: 704-664-5275
Fax: 704-664-7526
Preschool: 704 664-7201
Website: www.mooresvillefpc.org
Email: office@mooresvillefpc.org
mooresvilllefpc@groups.facebook.com
If you would like to be added to or deleted from
our mailing list, please send an email to
office@mooresvillefpc.org or call 704-664-5275
9:00 am First Praise
10:00 am Church School
11:00 am Morning Worship

January 2019

