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I feel it is appropriate to pause and give a mid-year report in regards to vision.
First, a reminder: The Mission of our chur ch is that we ar e a community
grounded by “loving God, loving people, and making disciples.” Our mission is
our identity as defined by Scripture. When asked what God most desires from
us, Jesus responded (Great Commandment) that we are to love the Lord with all
of our heart, soul, and mind. And to love our neighbors as ourselves (Mt 22:3540).” And before ascending into heaven, Jesus’ last message (Great Commission) was for his followers to go into the world and make disciples of all nations
(Mt 28:16-20).” Again, loving God, loving people, and making disciples is our
identity as a church! A second reminder: Our current vision as a church is to
strive towards (1) equipping every member to grow in faith, (2) developing a
master plan that will make our facility more welcoming, and (3) focusing our
attention on reaching a younger generation (20-40) without compromising our commitment to intergenerational ministry.
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So, in what ways have we been incorporating our current vision? In regards to spiritual growth, we kicked off
the year with an evangelism challenge from James Choung (Intervarsity), our A dventures in Faith speaker.
He challenged and inspired us to think outward as a church body and gave practical insight as to how to share
our faith across generational lines. Additionally, Pastor Jason facilitated the launching of our E-100 challenge. Weekly small groups formed for over a hundred-day period and at least one hundred members responded to this challenge by either joining a group or reading on their own. In regards to making our facility
more welcoming, our session appr oved use of the Victor J ohnston estate towar ds the following: to (1)
create a relevant Brand Story and implement its message with fresh new identification and wayfinding signage throughout our campus, to (2) visually extend the church’s connection to Main Street by creating a formal parking lot entrance on Broad Street (this will include architectural enhancements, better lighting, and
landscaping improvements), and (3) a plan to refurbish the “Boy Scout” building in a way that will provide a
home for First Praise as well a multi-purpose space for youth and other creative endeavors. In regards to
reaching a younger generation, we continue to build upon the success of Fir st Kids wor ship (ther e ar e
more children in worship!) and we have signed a 1-year contract with Invisionative who will help us to construct a state of the art website, assist with creative design (newsletters, brochures, banners, etc.), and help
guide us in better utilizing today’s technology towards communicating with a younger generation.
Meanwhile, we continue to live out our mission as a church. If you have questions about any of the above
vision, please feel free to contact any member of our vision team (Steve Robinson, Sue Stevens, Julie Morrow, Chris Creech, Trent Newell, Jason Blair, Jason Sentas, and myself) or session (listed in the bulletin). It
is an exciting time in the life of our church!
May the Lord continue to bless you this summer!
In Christ,
Pastor Dave Rockness
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STEWARDSHIP
Giving your time, your talents, and
your tithes to God’s work…

Let’s show God how much we love Him…

Prayer - Lord God, ruler of all, I thank you for instituting authority and
government, and I pray that good will be done and evil contained. I
thank you for my country and praise you for the times when order is
maintained and there is safety and peace. Guide those in authority and
give them a clear sense of your will.
As we enter into the month of July, we think of the sunny weather
and joys of summer and what it will bring. For many of us, it signals a
time for a change, something that we are looking forward to - a yearly
vacation perhaps, an opportunity too for a new pursuit, new friends,
etc. Summer is also a changing time for our church. Slightly declining
attendance compared to other times of the year and, in like manner,
reduced awareness to stewardship. As good Christians, we need to be
committed to the proposition of honoring God with our finances. The
foundation of that commitment is that God has given us His grace and
we are to allow His grace to abound in us as we give to others and to
the cause of Christ.

WOMEN’S SPRING AWAKENING UPDATE!
On April 14th the Women’s Ministries held our annual Spring
Awakening event. Seeing how God worked to bring the event all
together was a true blessing. (Ask an attendee about the green velvet
couch!) It was a delightful afternoon shared not only with the ladies
of our own congregation, but fellow sisters from our area ECO
churches. We enjoyed a delicious salad lunch followed by a wonderful time of worship and spiritual nurture. Our guest speaker, artist
Melanie Spinks, spoke eloquently of how God takes our ashes and
turns them into His beauty and uses them for His glory. (Below are a
few of the poignant points that spoke to the hearts of our women.) It
was a wonderful time together and we look forward to Spring
Awakening 2019! Consider yourself invited!
Below are a few words shared from some of our attendees about what impacted them…
-“What "struck and stuck" with me from the Spring Awakening is 1 Corinthians 13:4-7 with inserting
God and I, in the place of LOVE. It keeps me in check. It reminds me that God's grace is amazing! He
is and has always been there throughout my life holding my hand to guide me and cradling me in His
arms when I am in the valley. Thanks for letting me share!”
-“ I needed to hear what was spoken today.”
-“ It was so inspiring to see how so many peoples’ gifts and talents…shared through music, food, flowers, helping hands, (and cupcakes! ) ….came together to glorify Christ and further His kingdom.”
-“ I met some wonderful new friends from other ECO churches. The only regret I have is not being able
to meet more! Next year! ”
-“The green velvet couch…God provides…enough said.”
A special note of appreciation must be given to those from within our midst who shared their talents with us
and made the event extra special: to Victoria Cerrone for her beautiful cupcakes, to Maria and Kendall Reid,
Chuck Hunter, Bethany Howard for leading us in worship through song, and to Jaden Winebarger for sharing
with us a beautiful rendition of “I can only imagine”. Thank you, all!

GOD BLESS AMERICA!
Message from your Stewardship Committee
Excerpts from NIV Stewardship Study Bible
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MISSION!

CONGREGATION RETREAT & PICNIC!

Habitat For Humanity Partnership: Sunday
School, Saturday Builds, and 2019 Plans.

Camp Grier Fall Retreat
Begin making plans to join your church family at the
annual Fall Fellowship Retreat at Camp Grier in Old
Fort, NC (near Asheville), scheduled for Friday,
September 14 – Sunday, September 16. Come for all or
part of the weekend!
Registration brochures will be available in mid-August,
with a sign-up deadline of Sunday, September 9.

As we live out our mission to love God and love people, your
Mission Committee has sought to build deeper relationships with
our community. If you were in service on June 18 you heard an
announcement about the Mission Committee's commitment to
fund and build a Habitat home here in Mooresville over the
Spring and Summer of 2019. This significant and exciting
commitment is a continuation of our quarterly Habitat Build
days that have been going on for nearly two years now. Below
you will see some pictures of our group and the homeowners from our most recent service day, June 9, during
which we installed trim and painted the interior of this almost completed home.

Retreat activities include:
Hiking
Camp Grier’s “sliding rock”
Campfire with s’mores and singing
Bible study
Outdoor worship on Sunday morning
Canoeing and kayaking on Lake Refuge
Boat races
Good food (including a Saturday night barbecue)
Board games
Rocking and relaxing

As we move toward the build date, the Mission Committee will use the combined Sunday School hour on July
8, 15, 22, and 29 to work through a curriculum by the Habitat For Humanity Founder, Millard Fuller. The
impetus of this material is a call for people to put faith and love into action. It is our hope that this time will
inspire us to look creatively at our gifts to see ways in which we can each participate, make connections, and
have some fun being the hands and feet of God right here in our own neighborhood.

Church Picnic
Who: Entir e chur ch family
What: Independence Day chur ch picnic
When: Sunday, J uly 1, immediately following the
11:00 am worship service
Where: Fellowship Hall
Cost: $2 for adults; $1 for childr en; no char ge
for children under 4
Menu: Hambur ger s and hot dogs pr ovided by the
church
What to bring: Br ing one side dish (salads, fr uit,
deviled eggs, baked beans, etc.) and one dessert
Attire: Dr ess casually for all activities on J uly 1
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If you have any questions
about this endeavor, the
classes, or future opportunities
to serve, please feel free to
contact Gene Vaughan, Jason
Sentas, or the Chair of
Missions, Mike Campbell.
In Christ,
Jason Sentas
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CONGREGATIONAL CARE!

Sharing Sorrows
Please remember the following people who have recently experienced the death of a loved one.
 Martha McDonnell, Katie McIntosh, Matthew and Noah Hutto—death of father, grandfather, and great
-grand father, Al Schrashun.

VBS– BABYLON: DANIEL’S COURAGE IN CAPTIVITY
Vacation Bible School News – It’s the “Mane” Event!
Vacation Bible School – Babylon: Daniel’s Courage in Captivity
Plans are shaping up for our VBS journey to ancient Babylon, where we’ll explore Daniel’s
courageous adventures as a captive in a foreign land. We are already beginning to turn the fellowship hall
and parts of the 2nd and 3rd floors into Babylonian sites, and volunteers are working hard to create a
Bible-times Marketplace, with fun skits, songs, games and snacks. At VBS, children will also have an
opportunity to participate in some hands-on mission projects and a mission offering.
Dates: Monday, July 16 – Friday, July 20
Time: 9:30 am – noon
Ages: 4 year olds through rising 6th grade (church members younger than 4 may attend; all others
must be 4 years old)
Registration: Register in church parlor, fellowship hall, church office, or download forms at
www.mooresvillefpc.org.
Volunteers needed: Adults and teens (rising 7th grade and older)

Dear First Presbyterian Church Family,
The cards, flowers and prayers you have
showered upon me are very much appreciated.
Although after a year of treatments I’m now in
remission. I do feel that I’m getting back to my
old self. Prayers work miracles. Thank you once
again for your loving support and prayers.
Blessings,
Rosemary LaBarre

Thank you so much for the cards, prayers, and
concern following the loss of my brother. I am
truly blessed to be a part of such a loving and
caring church family.

VBS Work Days
If your summer schedule allows, make plans to join us as we turn parts of our church into ancient Babylon!
Following are dates and times we’ll be working on this project:
Monday, July 2 – 10:00 am
Friday, July 6 – 10:00 am
Wednesday, July 11 – 10:00 am
Friday, July 13 – 10:00 am
Sunday, July 15 – 12:30 pm (make-your-own sandwich lunch will be provided for all volunteers who
stay to help with final VBS preparations on Sunday, July 15)
VBS Mission Project
Children will donate to 2 projects during VBS week:
Project #1 – Donate school supplies to Mooresville Christian Mission, benefitting children in the
Mooresville area. Items to donate include notebooks, paper, pencils, markers, glue, binders, pocket folders,
rulers, erasers, etc.
Project #2 – Donate money to World Vision, where we plan to purchase a large animal – either an ox or a
cow, to benefit a needy community.

Sincerely,
Barbara Teeter

Openings for the Flower Calendar

If you are interested in dedicating flowers to
someone special this season, the following dates are
available.
Please contact the church office if you would like to
claim one of these dates.
July 8 & 15
September 2, 9, 16, & 23
October 14, 21, & 28
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VBS– BABYLON DANIEL’S COURAGE IN CAPTIVITY CONT….

PYF NEWS!!!
Middle
School PYF
Grades 7-8

VBS “Wish List”
There is a “Donation Tree” in the parlor with items to purchase
for VBS. Please sign out the paper lions on the tree and return
items by Sunday, July 8. Thank you!

High
School PYF
Grades 9-12

July 2018 Dates

In addition, we would like to borrow the following items
(these items will be returned to you following VBS):
Greenery, especially ferns and potted plants (Hanging
Gardens of Babylon) – plants may be real or artificial; small
artificial palm trees
Lion decorations – stuffed lions, stone lions, lion
posters, etc.
Tent canopies
Mosaic tiles (any size)
Brown paper grocery bags – large and small sizes
Any of the following animals (stuffed/pretend):
Iguana
Oxen
Ostrich
Lions
Gazelle
Thank you for your generosity and support of 2018 VBS!

July 1

TBD

July 6-13

High School Mission Trip to Jacksonville, Florida

July 8

No PYF

July 15

Combined Pool Party at the Sentas Home (4-8 pm)

July 16-20

Vacation Bible School

July 22

TBD

July 29

TBD

Looking Ahead
August 2-10

Bryan away in Pennsylvania

August 17

Combined Church All-Nighter (details coming soon)

VBS Teen Volunteer Training
All teen VBS volunteers (rising 7th – 12th grades) are
required to attend a brief training session prior to
helping with VBS. Training sessions will be held on
the following dates:
Sunday, July 1 – 10:30 am – Youth Room
(Room 313)
Monday, July 9 – 6:30 pm – Fellowship Hall
(VBS Staff meeting and supper)
Sunday, July 15 – 3:30 pm – Fellowship Hall
Or any of the VBS workdays—Come anytime between
10:00 am—noon. The following dates are:
Monday, July 2
Friday, July 6
Wednesday, July 11
Friday, July 13
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FUN AND FELLOWSHIP

SAINTS ALIVE
Saints Alive

Saints Alive is our “older” adult fellowship group – meets on 3rd Tuesday at 12:30 pm for lunch, with monthly field
trips.

Fun and Fellowship
The Fun & Fellowship group will meet at
Captain’s Galley on Thursday, July 12
at 6:00 pm. Join us!

SaintsAlive!

Thanks!
Lucy

Saints Alive News
Saints Alive Peach Trip
Join the Saints Alive group on Wednesday, July 25, for their annual “Peach Trip” to
produce stands near York, SC. First stop will be The Peach Tree near Filbert, SC,
followed by lunch at The Garden Café in York, finishing up with a stop at Bush-n-Vine
Farm on the way home. We always enjoy sampling and purchasing peaches, fresh corn,
melons, squash, tomatoes, and other fresh summer produce. It’s always fun to hear the
conversations about what people are going to do with their purchases – pies, cobblers,
cereal toppings, etc.
The group plans to leave at 9:30 am, and will return mid-afternoon. Please contact
Ellen Auten (704-664-5275; ellen@mooresvillefpc.org) to make a reservation.

Homecoming For Circle #1
Come and join us for our annual homecoming
festivities. There will be time for fellowship,
catching up on summer happenings, and some
delicious snacks. Our Bible lesson will be from
Genesis 6:9 and will launch us on another year
of study of God’s word. Come and bring
another member or a friend. All are welcome!
Monday, September 10 at 2:00 pm in the
parlor.
Lynelle Owen

MEN’S DINNER
If you haven't joined the men of the church on the
third Tuesday of the month, we want you to know
that you are invited. There is always a meal, it is
usually very good, and dessert is plentiful. The
past four months we have had new members Zach
Miller, Church Hunter, and Shaun Woods share
about their work, families, and faith and how the
three intersect. Its been exciting to hear how God
is working in the lives of these men and using them
in different ways for his kingdom work. This past
month we met at Brent and Margaret Curtis' home
on the lake for a cookout and a discussion of
Ecclesiastes. If you have been before and have
stopped coming, please know we would love to
have you back. If you haven't been before, please
come on out and give it a try. We'd love to have
you join us. Our next gathering will be August
21.
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Saints Alive Trip to Island Vista in Myrtle Beach
The Saints Alive group is planning their annual trip to Island Vista in Myrtle Beach, SC for Tuesday,
October 23 – Friday, October 26. The group always enjoys a real treat in luxurious oceanfront suites with top
-rated meals, and numerous recreational activities and sites to enjoy in the Myrtle Beach area. Fall is a
wonderful time to visit the beach, with cooler temperatures, smaller crowds and a relaxing pace.
Room reservations include 3 nights’ lodging, 3 breakfasts, 3 dinners, and taxes. All payments will be
made directly to the church, payable to First Presbyterian Church, earmarked “Saints Alive Beach Trip.”
Rates are as follows:
1 bedroom suite, double occupancy
$652 ($326 per person)
2 bedroom suite, triple occupancy
$312 per person
2 bedroom suite, quad occupancy
$274 per person
3 and 4 bedroom suites available
Ask Ellen about pricing

Beach Dates to Remember:

Deposit due Sunday, July 22
(Deposit is first night’s room rate)
Balance due Sunday, September 9
Please contact Ellen Auten (704-664-5275; ellen@mooresvillefpc.org) to make reservations and find out
more information. Please indicate if you have special facility needs or requests. Information about Island
Vista may be found at www.theislandvista.com.
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PRESCHOOL NEWS!!!

SCOUTS

Happy Summer Preschool Families,
Preschool is very quiet without all the pitter patter of little feet! While we miss all our friends
at preschool, we hope that this time allows families to make summer memories.
Our class placements will be mailed mid-July, so be on the look-out for them. Next year we
will have a few new faces here at Preschool. Mrs. Margaret Curtis and Mrs. Kristen McMillan
will not be joining us next year (insert sad face). Mrs. Margaret is officially retired, and Mrs.
Kristen and her family are moving out of the area. These two teachers have each given 13+
years to loving and educating young minds. They both are beloved and will be greatly missed!
May God bless them in their next adventures!
Mark your Calendars:
Mid July: Be on the lookout in the mail for your class placement
August 13-17: Teacher Work Week
August 21 & 22: Sneak-A-Peek Orientation
August: 23: First Day of Preschool
May you have a wonderful Independence Day to all our Preschool Families. It’s such a
blessing to be able to worship our God in a FREE country!
Patriotic Hugs,
Mrs. Lori

BSA TROOP 166

Troop 166 has had a busy summer already, with more excitement
to come in the coming month.
In the month of May we participated in the Race City Festival with
the church, providing a flag ceremony, serving donuts, and having
visitors create a rope key chain to take with them. We also had a
couple Eagle project work days for one of the scouts building
benches and painting them for the tennis courts at Mooresville
Middle School.
In June, we had some scouts participate in Relay for Life for
Iredell County at the fairgrounds. This was a great event where the
scouts were able to assist others in the program. The troop also
sent several youth and adults to the Gemstone District Cub Scout
Day Camp June 11 through June 15. These youth and adults led
Cub Scouts (Age 8-11) in activities involving science, cooking,
sport, wood working projects, first aid, fire safety, archery, and bb
gun shooting. Fun was had by all.
The troop has also been getting ready for summer camp. We have a
total of 33 youth scouts and 5 adult scout leaders going to summer
camp! The troop will be attending Camp Daniel Boone, just
outside of Canton, NC, from July 15 through July 21. The scouts
are signed up to take many merit badges, along with participating
in campsite competitions, scout skill games, and other scouting events.
In the coming months the troop will be going on camping trips to go cycling, hiking, and work on
salesmanship while planning for our annual Port-a-Pit Chicken BBQ in November.
The troop currently has 9 scouts working toward their Eagle rank, and have 40 youth, in total, working on
leadership skills, personal accountability, physical fitness, and scouting skills.
As the troop travels this summer, please make sure to include the scouts and leaders in your prayers for safe
travel, safe participation, fun to be had, and learning opportunities to present themselves.
Thank you,
Christopher Taylor
Committee Chairman
Troop 166
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July Birthdays

Sunday
9:00 am First Praise
10:00 am Church School
11:00 am Worship/
Commission Youth for trip
12:00 pm Church Picnic
3:00 pm MS PYF
5:00 pm HS PYF

Monday
1

10:00 am VBS work day
1:00 pm FPC Volunteers—
Soup Kitchen
5:30 pm MCM Circles
7:00 pm Boy Scouts
7:00 pm Vision Team Mtg.

Tuesday
2

8

9

9:00 am First Praise
10:00 am Church School/
Combined
11:00 am Worship
12:30 pm VBS Prep.
3:00 pm Prayer Shawl Group
5:30 pm Deacon Mtg.
7:00 pm Committee Mtgs.

HS PYF Jacksonville trip
5:30 Pm MCM Circles
6:30 pm Boy Scouts Mtg.
6:30 pm VBS Staff Training
w/meal
7:00 pm Boy Scouts
7:00 pm Personal Committee

9:00 am First Praise w/
Communion
10:00 am Church School/
Combined
11:00 am Worship w/
Communion
4:00 pm PYF Pool Party
(Sentas’ Home)
7:00 pm Finance Mtg.

15

9:30 am VBS
5:30 pm MCM Circles
7:00 pm Boy Scouts
7:00 pm Vision Team Mtg.

16

22
9:00 am First Praise
5:30 pm MCM Circles
10:00 am Church School/
7:00 pm Boy Scouts
Combined
11:00 am Worship/Jason
Preach
3:00 pm MS PYF
5:00 pm HS PYF
6:30 pm Stated Session Mtg.

23

29
9:00 am First Praise
5:30 pm MCM Circles
10:00 am Church School/
7:00 pm Boy Scouts
Combined
11:00 am Worship w/Bryan
Preach
3:00 pm MS PYF
5:00 pm HS PYF

30
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6:30 pm Cub Scouts

Wednesday
3

Church Office Closed

10
HS PYF Jacksonville trip
6:30 pm Cub Scouts

9:30 am VBS
6:30 pm Cub Scouts

6:30 pm Cub Scouts

6:30 pm Cub Scouts

Thursday
4

24

Newsletter Articles Due
9:30 am VBS
1:00 pm Prayer Meeting
7:00 pm College Group
7:00 pm PYF Just Dessert

7

11

12
13
HS PYF Jacksonville trip
HS PYF Jacksonville trip
6:30 pm Fun and Fellowship
(Captain’s Galley)
7:00 pm Praise Band Rehearsal

14

18

19
9:30 am VBS
9:30 am VBS
11:30 am Ladies Who Lunch
7:00 pm Praise Band Rehearsal

20

21

26
7:00 pm Praise Band Rehearsal

27

28

25
9:30 am Saints Alive Peach
trip
1:00 pm Prayer Meeting
7:00 pm Just Desserts PYF
7:00 pm College Group

5

Saturday
6

7:00 pm Praise Band Rehearsal

HS PYF Jacksonville trip
1:00 pm Prayer Meeting
7:00 pm College Group

17

Friday

10:00 am VBS work day

31
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7/1
Eric Estes
Chuck Hunter
7/2
Carolyn Brawley
Noah Hutto
Betty Pearce
Pete Peterson
7/3
Joan Gibson
Ralph Herring
Cameron Sledge
7/5
Julianna Morrow
7/6
Bryan Cole
Ann Manning
7/7
John Grimes
Celia Putnam
7/10
Meghan Abernathy
Erin Micklow
John Morrow
John Stutts
7/11
Jeffrey Brawley
7/12
Peter Sentas
7/13
Hayden Estes
7/16
Ernie Crymes
Madeleine Waugh
Mathew Windsor
7/17
Tom Rhyne
7/18
Elaine Drye
John Robinson
7/19
Kathleen Patterson
Gary Roach
7/20
Kathleen Bates
Catherine Campbell
7/21
Jackson Schaen
7/22
Katie McIntosh
7/23
Nolan Lynch
7/25
Marilyn Beaver
7/26
Ellen Auten
7/27
French Brawley
Caroline Howard
7/28
Jordyn Trimberger
7/29
Eric Junkins
Emory McNeely
7/30
Graham Weaver
7/31
Alicia Miller
Thelma Vaughan
Hillary Zwolinski

